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TITLE: There’s No Place Like Home
WRITTEN BY: Tanya Phoenix
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Revelation 21:1–10
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God is preparing a place of perfect peace, healing, and freedom for those who believe!
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
Does anyone know what a utopia is? The dictionary says it is “a place of ideal perfection especially in laws, government, and social conditions” (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/utopia). But added to that is another definition: “an imaginary and indefinitely remote place.”
Most of the time we hear about utopian societies in science fiction—worlds without sickness, injustice, violence, or hate. There’s an understanding that they are fiction mostly because they are vastly different than what we’re used to in our current world. Instead of learning about perfect communities and societies in real life, in school we learn the history of civil and world wars, epidemics, poverty, injustice. Even just in 2020, our world was plunged into a global pandemic that will continue to affect us in the years to come. 
By turning on the news or even mindlessly scrolling through social media, there are nonstop reminders that evil is rampant in our world. Our current reality can be scary, frustrating, and depressing, and it can feel impossible to imagine a perfect world where none of that exists. Right?
Maybe not. The Bible actually talks about a future for believers that is totally and completely free from all the sickness, negativity, and evil that we experience every day on earth. In the very last book of the Bible, Revelation, John wrote about a vision he had of a new heaven and a new earth—a perfect place God is creating for His people!

POINT 1: God’s Home Will Be among His People
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.” (Revelation 21:1–3)
Several places in the Bible we see this metaphor: Christ is the groom, and the Church is His bride. But why? 
The relationship between God and His people is a picture of a marriage between a husband and wife. In the Old Testament, God initiated and pursued a relationship with the Israelites. He was faithful and loved them, even when they broke their vows and walked away from Him.
But our God is one of redemption. John 3:16 says, “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”
When God sent Jesus to die for our sins, not only did God sacrifice His Son, but Jesus gave His life because He loves us so much. It bridged the gap that sin creates so we may know Him and be in relationship with Him. It’s the truest picture of the sacrificial love that a husband should have for his wife. And we can trust that it actually is true because we know that it’s only through His sacrifice that our relationship with God can be redeemed and restored. 
That was Jesus’ first coming, but this passage talk about the reunion between Jesus and His beloved bride. We can wait with anticipation that in the Second Coming of Christ we will be united—as in a wedding ceremony—with Him forever. How exciting is that?
And best of all, understand that this means God himself will dwell with us in this new heaven and new earth. God, in all His glory and holiness, wants to be in community with us and we get to be in community with Him like never before. In His presence we will know Him in a more intimate way than ever possible here on earth. This is even confirmed by Him in verse 3!
In this new heaven and new earth, God will make His home among us, His people, and we will be able to fully experience peace and contentment as we spend eternity in community with Him.

POINT 2: No More Death or Sorrow
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” (Revelation 21:4)
Can you imagine a world where there is no more death or sorrow or crying or pain? Sounds like one of those imaginary, utopian societies we talked about earlier, but that’s exactly what this new heaven and new earth will be like! 
The Bible tells us that all of evil, pain, and negativity we see and experience is a result of sin. Romans 5:12 says, “When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.” Sin entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 3) And what does this verse from Romans say follows sin? Death. 
Maybe you’ve experienced the death of a loved one and you know the pain that goes along with that. Maybe you’ve walked through a serious illness or injury yourself. Maybe you’ve watched someone suffer an injustice or carry the burden of depression. 
These are all a part of the fallen, broken world we live in. 
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
“They're called tear bottles, tear catchers, tear vials. . . In them, tears are collected as a token of grief and mourning. Legends of tear catchers go back millennia to the days of Rome when, purportedly, mourners would bury their tear bottles with the dead as symbols of respect. It's also reported that professional mourners (called wailers) would be paid to collect their tears for the dead—the [louder] the wails and the fuller the tear bottles, the better the pay.” (https://illustrationexchange.com/Illustrations/news.cfm?category=497)
APPLICATION:
The Bible references tear bottles. In his sorrow King David wrote, "You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have recorded each one in your book” (Psalm 56:8).
Even in the midst of the pain, David remembered that we serve a God who comforts. God sees everything we go through: the tears we cry, the pain we endure, the sadness we feel. 
But God never intended for life to be like that for us, so what does He do? Long before John ever saw this vision of the new heaven and earth, the prophet Isaiah said, “There he will remove the cloud of gloom, the shadow of death that hangs over the earth. He will swallow up death forever! The Sovereign LORD will wipe away all tears. He will remove forever all insults and mockery against his land and people. The Lord has spoken!” (Isaiah 25:7–8)
God cares about the things we go through, and He loves us so much that He won’t allow these things in the new heaven and new earth. In His kindness and tenderness, He will replace our tears with an indescribable joy that we will only ever find in His presence!

POINT 3: God Will Make Everything New
“And the one sitting on the throne said, ‘Look, I am making everything new!’ And then he said to me, ‘Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.’ (Revelation 21:5)
We’ve already heard this idea that God is going to make everything new. Through the prophet Isaiah, He said, “Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think about the old ones anymore.” (Isaiah 65:17)
We already talked about how He will make us new. He will prepare us—the Church, as the bride of Christ—to be united with Him for eternity. He will make us physically new. Our physical bodies here on earth hurt, cry, and die, but He promises that there will be no more death, sorrow, or pain. And if those things are gone, then these bodies as we know them must be gone too. We will be made new physically.
What else? God is going to make all creation new. It’s very clearly stated in verse 1, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared.” When we are made new, God’s glorious Church will receive an equally glorious place to live. Paul even said, “The creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. (Romans 8:21)
The Bible tells us about the lavishness of heaven, but I believe this is just a glimpse of what this new heaven and new earth will be like. 
So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. . . .The wall was made of jasper, and the city was pure gold, as clear as glass. The wall of the city was built on foundation stones inlaid with twelve precious stones: the first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were made of pearls—each gate from a single pearl! And the main street was pure gold, as clear as glass. (Revelation 21:10,18–21)
God has spared no expense to make the environment suitable for our new, perfected bodies and spirits. 
APPLICATION:
The end of verse 5 is worth revisiting because God says, “For what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” He is reassuring us that all of His promises will come to pass, and His purposes will be complete once all things are made new and His glorious presence fills them all.
That means we, as believers, are to live for the new Jerusalem that is sure to come. 

POINT 4: What about the Fate of Unbelievers?
And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children. But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who practice witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” (Revelation 21:6–8)
There is another eternal destination that we read about in this passage—a horrible place that is eternally separated from God. 
Now, for those who have accepted Jesus, we can be encouraged that we will never walk away empty-handed when we pursue a relationship with Him and persevere in our faith until the very end. It’s clear that the biggest reward is to be called children of God, and we will inherit the blessings that come with that title. The only thing that is required of us is to believe and accept Him (John 1:12).
But for those who do not have a relationship with Jesus, they will be destined to this eternal punishment in the lake of fire when He returns. This is the reality for people who are afraid of what others might think if they confess that Jesus is Lord, so they turn away. It is the reality for people who know the truth, but refuse it. It is the reality for people who fill their mind and heart with vile things.
There are some people who don’t believe that this will be anybody’s fate. But as much as our God is merciful, He is also just. And the Bible is clear: “Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty—but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” (Revelation 21:27)
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
“Einstein was once traveling from Princeton on a train when the conductor came down the aisle punching the tickets of every passenger. When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket. He couldn’t find his ticket. He reached in his other pocket. It wasn’t there. He searched through his briefcase. No ticket. Then reaching down, his hands feeling everywhere on the seat, he searched frantically. The ticket simply was nowhere to be found. The conductor said, ‘Dr. Einstein, I know who you are; we all know who you are. I’m sure you bought a ticket. Don’t worry about it.’ Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets. As he was ready to move to the next car, he happened to turn and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees looking under his seat for his ticket. The conductor rushed back and said, ‘Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don’t worry, I know who you are. No problem. You don’t need a ticket. I’m sure you bought one.’ Einstein looked at him and said, ‘Young man, I too, know who I am. I also know I bought a ticket. What I don’t know is where I’m going!’” 
Clyde E. Nichols, Lift Up Your Eyes: Devotions for Every Day of the Year. AuthorHouse, 2013, 152.

CLOSING CHALLENGE:
This passage in Revelation isn’t to scare us or give us false hope. It’s not about an imaginary utopia. It’s a vision of the future!
This new heaven and new earth is more than the lack of sin and pain, or abundance of gold and jewels, though. The main thing is the presence of God. He has had us in mind since the beginning of time, and He still has us in mind as He’s planning to make His home among His people! 
But not everyone will experience this new heaven and new earth. It is a gift to those who choose to trust in God. 
So, let me ask you: Do you know where you are going? Do you trust that Jesus is who He says He is? Have you come to Him for salvation? 
There’s a real eternity, and it can be spent either with God or separated from Him. The choices we make here on earth affect our eternal destination. But God loves you so much that He doesn’t want to leave you in a broken, sinful place forever. He promises this perfect place where we can live with Him forever. We can look forward to finally being home if we choose Him.
ALTAR RESPONSE:
Give an opportunity for students to respond to a salvation call. Lead them in a prayer of repentance, then give students time to seek the Lord and His plan for their life. Have them ask God to help them keep their focus on heavenly things and remain hopeful.
[To help guide students as they’re praying, have Scripture up on the screen (e.g., Matthew 6:19–21; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 3:1–4)]
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: There’s No Place Like Home
WRITTEN BY: Tanya Phoenix
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: Revelation 21:1–10
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God is preparing a place of perfect peace, healing, and freedom for those who believe!
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
Does anyone know what a utopia is? The dictionary says it is “a place of ideal perfection especially in laws, government, and social conditions” (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/utopia). But added to that is another definition: “an imaginary and indefinitely remote place.”
Most of the time we hear about utopian societies in science fiction—worlds without sickness, injustice, violence, or hate. There’s an understanding that they are fiction mostly because they are vastly different than what we’re used to in our current world. Instead of learning about perfect communities and societies in real life, in school we learn the history of civil and world wars, epidemics, poverty, injustice. Even just in 2020, our world was plunged into a global pandemic that will continue to affect us in the years to come. 
By turning on the news or even mindlessly scrolling through social media, there are nonstop reminders that evil is rampant in our world. Our current reality can be scary, frustrating, and depressing, and it can feel impossible to imagine a perfect world where none of that exists. Right?
Maybe not. The Bible actually talks about a future for believers that is totally and completely free from all the sickness, negativity, and evil that we experience every day on earth. In the very last book of the Bible, Revelation, John wrote about a vision he had of a new heaven and a new earth—a perfect place God is creating for His people!
POINT 1: God’s Home Will Be among His People
· Revelation 21:1–3
· Christ is the groom, and the Church is His bride 
· Our God is one of redemption
· John 3:16 
· God will dwell with us in this new heaven and new earth
POINT 2: No More Death or Sorrow
· Revelation 21:4
· Romans 5:12
· Psalm 56:8
· We serve a God who comforts
· Isaiah 25:7–8
POINT 3: God Will Make Everything New
· Revelation 21:5
· Isaiah 65:17
· Romans 8:21
· Revelation 21:10,18–21
POINT 4: What about the Fate of Unbelievers?
· Revelation 21:6–8
· Revelation 21:27
CLOSING CHALLENGE:
This passage in Revelation isn’t to scare us or give us false hope. It’s not about an imaginary utopia. It’s a vision of the future!
This new heaven and new earth is more than the lack of sin and pain, or abundance of gold and jewels, though. The main thing is the presence of God. He has had us in mind since the beginning of time, and He still has us in mind as He’s planning to make His home among His people! 
But not everyone will experience this new heaven and new earth. It is a gift to those who choose to trust in God. 
So, let me ask you: Do you know where you are going? Do you trust that Jesus is who He says He is? Have you come to Him for salvation? 
There’s a real eternity, and it can be spent either with God or separated from Him. The choices we make here on earth affect our eternal destination. But God loves you so much that He doesn’t want to leave you in a broken, sinful place forever. He promises this perfect place where we can live with Him forever. We can look forward to finally being home if we choose Him.
ALTAR RESPONSE:
Give an opportunity for students to respond to a salvation call. Lead them in a prayer of repentance, then give students time to seek the Lord and His plan for their life. Have them ask God to help them keep their focus on heavenly things and remain hopeful.
[To help guide students as they’re praying, you can have Scripture up on the screen (e.g., Matthew 6:19–21; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 3:1–4).]
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