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The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ

Foundations for Faith Overview
We were never meant to do life alone—especially as followers of Jesus. Disciples grow best in community. Jesus himself modeled this concept by gathering a small group of followers to live and minister alongside Him every day. Even now when believers gather to seek God, relationships are forged, iron-sharpening discussions happen, and genuine accountability can develop.

During the next several sessions, you will journey together through foundational truths—or doctrines—of the Bible. Don’t let the word doctrine put you off. It simply refers to a teaching that comes from Scripture. Our doctrine impacts our decisions more than we might realize. For example, if we have a doctrinal belief that God heals, we are more likely to pray in faith, see Him deliver others from sickness, and experience our own healing. If we don’t believe in healing, we will not expect it or pray for it, and we may even speak out against it. The experiences we have as we follow Jesus largely depend on our doctrine.

The Book of Acts describes a group of Jews in Berea (17:10–15) who, like us, were seeking to better understand Scripture’s most foundational doctrines. After hearing Paul and Silas’s gospel message, they searched the Scriptures every day on their own to verify and fully understand the truth. The result? Many people believed the good news of Jesus and were changed for eternity. As you study Scripture and discuss doctrine together, may the Holy Spirit do the same for you. 

SESSION OVERVIEW
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Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11).[footnoteRef:2] [2: ] 



If you asked your friends and family to name one of the most influential people in history who also claimed to be God, one name would likely come up the most—Jesus. When you consider Jesus’ unquestionable impact on history and the radical claim He made about himself, it becomes crystal clear: Jesus is not someone you can just overlook. Every person must have an informed opinion about Him.[footnoteRef:3] [3: ] 


So, who is Jesus? In the classic book Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis reasoned that those who refuse to believe His claim to be God are left with the option of labeling Him as a lunatic or the devil. Jesus asked His closest followers who people thought He was (Matthew 16:13). The disciples responded with far-ranging opinions. But then, in verse 15, Jesus turned the question on them: “Who do you say I am?” Two thousand years later, there may not be a more important question for any of us to answer. Who is Jesus to you? 

NOTE: Foundations for Faith covers so much important information that you may need to break some sessions into two parts in order to cover all the vital teaching provided.

ENGAGE
Welcome 
Take this time to welcome everyone, introduce new group members, learn names, and thank everyone for coming. Your friendliness here can create a comfort level that encourages participation later.

Question
If you could have dinner with any person from history, whom would you choose and why?

Introduction
You might have chosen your person for many different reasons. We might be drawn toward a person’s wisdom, gifts, expertise, contributions, or excitement about learning. Or we might appreciate someone who consistently models excellent character, who knows how to help us think and learn, or who challenges us to become a better person. All these qualities could make someone worth spending time with.

But what if this person could change the state of the world and the hearts of people, not just now but forever? Shouldn’t the whole world want to know such a person? Christianity alone has a Leader of this caliber. And our Leader is more than just a person—Jesus is God.


	
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Foundation for Faith: The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ
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Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11).

The Bible teaches that all people have sinned and fall short of God’s standard (Romans 3:23). Everyone needs a Savior. As John 3:16 tells us, God sent His Son to provide a way of salvation because He loves us. Anyone who puts their faith in Jesus can be saved.

Our Christian faith is based on the understanding that Jesus Christ paid the price for our sin. He alone was uniquely qualified for this task, being God in the flesh. Jesus made it possible for us to restore our relationship with God the Father both now and forever. It’s important for us to understand exactly what the Bible says about who Jesus is. 

Question
Besides being our Savior, what is one thing you want everyone in the world to know about Jesus?

Watch
Let’s watch this video to focus in on today’s foundational truth.
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CONSIDER WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
God the Son Became Human
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Among the many things that are difficult to understand about Jesus is how that He was still God the Son but also fully human. Jesus grew in the womb of His mother, Mary, like humans typically do. But this happened prior to Joseph and Mary having sexual relations (Matthew 1:18). Unlike other humans, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20). He was like us, but also different from us.

Read John 1:1, 14.

“The Word was God” speaks of Jesus being God. “The Word became human” speaks of Jesus becoming a man. We see in this text from John that the Word, Jesus, was both God and became a flesh-and-blood human. Think for a moment of how vulnerable God chose to become. He voluntarily placed himself in a position needing care as a child. Even as an adult, like any other person, He became tired, hungry, and thirsty. He showed signs of physical weakness while carrying His cross. Because He became human, Jesus experientially understands our weaknesses, limitations, and emotions (Hebrews 4:15–16). 

Question
What does God the Son, Jesus, becoming human and making His home among us tell you about Him?

Despite Jesus living as a human among us, He did something no one else ever has—He lived a sinless life. And that sinless existence was part of why He was perfect to offer the substitutionary death needed to free us from our sins (1 Timothy 2:5–6). Jesus provided that freedom from sin as both human and God.



God the Son Conquered Death
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Read John 20:1–9.

John recorded this account of Jesus’ followers who went to the tomb where His body had been placed following His death on the Cross. But they found the tomb empty. What did this mean? Had someone stolen His body? Had He been moved? 

Question
Why do you think Jesus’ followers were so shocked to find the tomb empty?

Question
How might you have reacted to the empty tomb if you had been one of the disciples?

Jesus’ followers were in deep pain because they thought His life was over. Not only that, but they probably questioned their belief that He was the Messiah—the Anointed One sent from God. Their disappointment was deep. They did not yet understand the true nature of the Messiah. They didn’t yet know that Jesus had risen just as He had said He would (Mark 9:30–32). Jesus suffered a human execution, and that made a way for us to receive eternal forgiveness of our sins. But His resurrection also had a significant purpose.

Question
If Jesus’ death on the Cross was for the forgiveness of our sins, then why do you think His resurrection was so important?
Jesus’ resurrection not only demonstrated His power over death, but it also is the guarantee that our God has the power to raise us as well! Later in the New Testament, Paul explained that the same Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead and lives in every believer will also raise us (Romans 8:11). Jesus’ resurrection proved that He was far more than just a man. He conquered death. His mission of saving humanity was not ended by His death.
Most world religions have memorable leaders in their history. Some of those leaders claimed to be divine. Followers of many religions can pay respect to their leaders at tombs and gravesites. Christianity has a Leader whose empty tomb proved Him to be the One with the authority to provide life after death. 

God the Son Connects with People
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Jesus is not a lifeless statue or only an abstract idea, as some other religious leaders are. He knows us personally and helps us to know Him. As we look further into John 20, we’ll watch the questions of Jesus’ closest followers melt away to be replaced by their recognition of the deity and lordship of the risen Christ.

Read John 20:19–25.

Imagine being in this moment without knowing how everything will turn out. The doors were locked. Suddenly Jesus was in the room with His disciples. Jesus voluntarily showed them the wounds in His hands and His side. The disciples were overjoyed. Jesus did not scold them for fleeing when He was arrested. Instead, He spoke words of comfort and purpose to them.

Question
Does it surprise you to know that the disciples were locked in a room out of fear? Why?

Question
Why do you think Thomas refused to believe the testimony of the other disciples?

Thomas was not present when Jesus appeared to His disciples in verses 19–23, but that wasn’t Jesus’ only visit. According to one of Paul’s letters, Jesus appeared to over five hundred people after His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5–8)! Jesus’ return to life wasn’t in secrecy. He left many witnesses to the reality that He is alive and He wants to continue His connection with humanity.

In the same way, the Holy Spirit helps each of us understand that the testimonies we read in Scripture are true. The Spirit testifies to us that Jesus is real and present with us (John 15:26).

Question
What does Jesus’ statement, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19), say about His understanding of our doubts and what we face in life? 


Question
When have you felt Jesus connecting with you in a real and personal way?

Choose God the Son as Your Lord and God 
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Read John 20:26–29.

What a surprise it must have been for Thomas to see Jesus for himself! Just days before, Jesus was on a cross, then in a grave. Now Jesus was alive and approachable. Most of us can relate to Thomas. Because of his absence at Jesus’ earlier appearance, Thomas was reluctant to believe what his friends were telling him. Many call him “Doubting Thomas” because of this passage. While he had his doubts, Thomas also made one of the boldest declarations about Jesus in all the Gospels. Thomas didn’t just declare Jesus as the lord over his life. Instead Thomas acknowledged the deity of Jesus by saying, “My Lord and my God!”

Question
What do you think Jesus’ actions and words to Thomas say about His desire for people to believe in Him?

Jesus has done His part to help us believe in Him. Now we must do our part. Thomas had spent three years with Jesus. He traveled with Him, listened to Him, and watched all He did. Thomas knew Jesus was a gifted religious teacher and leader. But now he was confronted with the fact that Jesus was much more than a great teacher. Jesus was God, exactly as He had claimed to be. In the same way, we must act on the realization that Jesus is God and put our faith in Him.
Question
What does it look like to serve Jesus as your God?
Question
In verse 29, Jesus challenged Thomas not to be faithless anymore. How is He challenging you to trust in Him right now?



REFLECT
Jesus Is God
Since Jesus walked the earth, people have had to decide what to believe about Him. His impact on world history is undeniable. Some claim that Jesus was a fraud and a liar, so they reject everything He did and said. Others try to claim Jesus was a talented and moral teacher whose life was a good example to us. Even many who claim to be Christians want to enjoy the benefits of acknowledging Him without true allegiance to Him.

Because Jesus truly is God, His sacrifice for our sin changes everything. Everyone in the world is broken because of sin and selfishness. Jesus provides the perfect answer to the sin problem for everyone who will accept Him. Believing in Him, giving our life to Him, and telling others about Him becomes vital. We know God the Father loved everyone so much that He sent His Son so we could live with Him forever.

LISTEN TO GOD
The goal of Foundations for Faith is not only to better understand God’s Word, but also to pause and listen to what God is saying to us about His Word. Over the next few moments, silently reflect on the following questions. 

Personal Reflection Questions
Record your answers to the following questions.

Question
Do you have doubts about Jesus being God? If so, how are you dealing with those doubts?
Question
In what areas of your life are you holding back from fully trusting in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Question
Is Jesus just a teacher or good moral example to you, or have you made Jesus the Lord of your life? (If you need to take that step, ask your group leader or another believer to pray with you.)

Activate
Followers of Jesus are not meant to simply learn and follow a list of rules. Instead, we’re called to the adventure of developing a personal relationship with our Savior. From our human relationships, we understand that one way of getting to know a person is by being a good listener. Part of listening to God is reading and meditating on His Word. Make a daily practice of spending time in His Word.

Challenge
If we believe John 3:16 is true, then our life and actions ought to reflect that belief. Everyone around us needs to know the solution to the terrible problem of sin—Jesus is the only answer.

This week, look for an opportunity to have a significant conversation with a friend, family member, or coworker about Jesus, and His claim to be Lord. Sharing our faith is an important part of living out our beliefs. It becomes easier and more natural every time we share. Your story is a beautiful example to those around you. Many would love to hear what Jesus is doing in your life.
Take time this week to go through the personal devotions and “What We Believe.”  This will add insight for this foundational truth. Listen to God’s Word as the Holy Spirit speaks to you and gives instruction and purpose for living.

Prayer Requests
Note any requests from the group, and remember to pray for them during the week.
	
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Foundation for Faith: The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ

[image: ]Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11). 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has always existed. He is without beginning or end (Revelation 1:8). In order to complete His earthly sacrificial mission, He became human by being born of a virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31, 35). He lived a perfect life, absolutely without sin (Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22). While on earth, Jesus worked many miracles through the anointing of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:22; 10:38). In order to restore fallen humankind, He died on the Cross to pay for sins (1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21). He was raised from the dead by the supernatural power of God (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:39; 1 Corinthians 6:14; 15:4). Since His resurrection, Jesus has been exalted (honored), and is seated at the right hand of God (Acts 2:33; Philippians 2:9–11; Hebrews 1:3). Jesus claimed to be deity (Mark 14:61–63) and was proclaimed as deity (John 20:28).



The Significance of This Foundation
The supernatural birth of Jesus, His sinless life, and the miracles He performed all give proof that He is the divine Son of God. He came to earth in human form and gave himself as the ultimate Sacrifice for our sins. No death of a natural human could provide forgiveness of sin and offer salvation for all humanity.

Knowing that Jesus came from God, actually is God, and returned to God’s presence after His death and resurrection assures us that our salvation and restored relationship with God is not only logical, but a reality.



Endnotes

 To read the full, official version of the Statement of Fundamental Truths, visit ag.org/beliefs/statement-of-fundamental-truths
2 Portions of this session are adapted from Bible Engagement Project Adult Learn  2021 by The General Council of the Assemblies of God, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802. Used by permission of the publisher.



[image: ]Day 1—God the Son Became Human
Before you begin each devotion, spend some time in prayer—praising God, offering requests, and asking for Him to speak to you through His Word.
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Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11).

Read Hebrews 4:14–16.

In group time, we looked at how God the Son became fully human. Hebrews tells us that Jesus is our High Priest. He is next to God the Father, speaking on our behalf. Jesus was fully human, and He sympathizes with our weaknesses and identifies with us in our struggles. He knows what it is like to experience the challenges of life, and He cares about our needs.

LISTEN to God through His Word 
Question
What does it mean to you that God the Son became human?
 
LEARN from God’s Word
Question
How do these verses reinforce our foundational truth of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ?  
 
LIVE God’s Word
Question
Because Jesus understands our feelings and struggles, how does that give you confidence as you pray?
 


Day 2— God the Son Conquered Death
Before you begin each devotion, spend some time in prayer—praising God, offering requests, and asking for Him to speak to you through His Word.
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Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11).

Read Romans 8:11.

In group time, we discussed the importance of the resurrection to the Christian faith. Jesus did not remain dead. Paul wrote that Christ’s resurrection was done by the power of the Holy Spirit—the same Spirit dwelling within every believer! Christ’s resurrection through the power of the Holy Spirit is proof that when we die, we will also be raised to eternal life. 

LISTEN to God through His Word 
Question
What role did God the Holy Spirit have in the resurrection of God the Son?
 
LEARN from God’s Word
Question
How does this verse reinforce our foundational truth of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ?  
 
LIVE God’s Word
Question
Who in your life needs to hear about the good news of Jesus’ resurrection? How could you share this with them?
 



Day 3— Choose God the Son as Your Lord and God
Before you begin each devotion, spend some time in prayer—praising God, offering requests, and asking for Him to speak to you through His Word.
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Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11).
 
Read John 20:26–29.
 
When Thomas heard the news about Jesus’ resurrection, he doubted what his friends had told him. The news that a friend had returned from the dead would have certainly been hard to believe. Some Christians today still struggle with doubts about the extraordinary claims of Jesus. Notice that Jesus didn’t rebuke Thomas, but met him in his doubts and offered him evidence. When we struggle with questions about our faith, Jesus doesn’t lose patience with us. He meets our doubts and questions with compassion.

LISTEN to God through His Word 
Question
Why did Thomas have doubts about the resurrection?
 
LEARN from God’s Word
Question
How do these verses reinforce our foundational truth of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ?  
 
LIVE God’s Word
Question
What doubts about Jesus do you struggle with? Ask Jesus to meet you in your doubt and give you reassurance.
 


Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

© 2023 by The General Council of the Assemblies of God, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802. All rights reserved. Unauthorized duplication is 
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