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The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ

Foundations for Faith Overview
We were never meant to do life alone—especially as followers of Jesus. Disciples grow best in community. Jesus himself modeled this concept by gathering a small group of followers to live and minister alongside Him every day. Even now when believers gather to seek God, relationships are forged, iron-sharpening discussions happen, and genuine accountability can develop.

During the next several sessions, you will journey together through foundational truths—or doctrines—of the Bible. Don’t let the word doctrine put you off. It simply refers to a teaching that comes from Scripture. Our doctrine impacts our decisions more than we might realize. For example, if we have a doctrinal belief that God heals, we are more likely to pray in faith, see Him deliver others from sickness, and experience our own healing. If we don’t believe in healing, we will not expect it or pray for it, and we may even speak out against it. The experiences we have as we follow Jesus largely depend on our doctrine.

The Book of Acts describes a group of Jews in Berea (17:10–15) who, like us, were seeking to better understand Scripture’s most foundational doctrines. After hearing Paul and Silas’s gospel message, they searched the Scriptures every day on their own to verify and fully understand the truth. The result? Many people believed the good news of Jesus and were changed for eternity. As you study Scripture and discuss doctrine together, may the Holy Spirit do the same for you. 

SESSION OVERVIEW
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Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11).[footnoteRef:2] [2: ] 



In this session, we will explore God the Son, Jesus. It’s a historical fact that a Man named Jesus once walked the earth. But was Jesus more than a good teacher or prophet? What’s interesting about today’s study is that Jesus himself asked His disciples this very question. In Matthew 16:13, He said, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” This question is still essential for us today. How we answer it determines how we will live and whether we will follow Jesus.

Who do you say Jesus is? Does your life reflect your belief about Him? How so? These are important questions to consider as we read God’s Word and discuss this foundation of our faith. What we believe about Jesus impacts every other area of our lives. It will determine where we spend eternity.

NOTE: Foundations for Faith covers so much important information that you may need to break some sessions into two parts in order to cover all the vital teaching provided.

	You Will Need
	Getting Ready

	· Small pieces of paper, two per student
· Pencils or pens, one per student
· Smartphone or timer
· Foundation Slide 
· Session 3 Video
· Consider the Bible Slides 1–3
· Bibles for every student, preferably all the same translation
	· No prep is needed for this activity.




ENGAGE
Welcome
Take this time to welcome everyone, introduce new students, learn names, and thank everyone for coming. Your friendliness here can create a comfort level that encourages student participation later.

Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Thank God for everyone present and for the journey you’re on together. Pray that the truth of God’s Word will come alive in every heart. Ask God for insight into a better understanding of Jesus.

Introduction
Question
Who is the most important person you’ve ever met? Why do you consider them important?

Maybe you named someone famous, but more likely, the most important person you’ve ever met is someone close to you. We usually value the people we know best—those who are close to us. But think about it: Who’s closer to us than anyone else? Is Jesus the most important Person in your life? Do you know enough about who He is to understand how much He matters? If not, today’s foundation will help with that as we dive into better knowing Jesus.

WHAT WE BELIEVE
Foundation for Faith: The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ

[image: ]Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11).

If you wanted to learn more about a person, where would you go to find that information? Ideally, the person would answer your questions personally. Thankfully for Christians, Jesus told the world about who He was, His mission, and the promise of His return. The most important things we need to know about the identity of Jesus is already in the Bible. And unlike this game we’re about to play, you can know that everything in the Bible is true. Let’s play!

GROUP ACTIVITY | Who Are You?
	You Will Need
	Getting Ready

	· Small pieces of paper, two per student
· Pencils or pens, one per student
· Smartphone or timer
	· No preparation is needed for this activity. 



Everyone here probably has at least one unembarrassing thing about your life that no one knows. Maybe you visited another country, ate a strange food, attended a huge concert, were adopted, or go by your middle name. Let’s take two minutes for everyone to write down two facts about yourself, one on each piece of paper. One fact should be true, and one should be made-up. Try to make it so believable that people will wonder which one is true. 
· After two minutes, have each student read aloud from both slips of paper. Everyone must then guess aloud which one is true. 

You probably just learned some new things about each other. Maybe you wrote something that you wanted us to learn about you. That’s kind of what Jesus was doing when He asked His disciples a question. He wanted to know who other people—including the disciples—thought He was. And He wanted them to know the truth about Him.

The question of Jesus’ identity is foundational to our faith. Our answer determines where we will spend eternity. It also affects how we live now—how we pray, how we treat others, and how we embrace our purpose. It even impacts how we view ourself. 

So, let’s look at what four individuals said about Jesus. First, we look at the question: Who did the angel say that Jesus was? Next, we’ll look at the question: Who did Peter say that Jesus was? Third, we’ll look the question: Who did John write that Jesus was? And last, we’ll answer the question: Who did Thomas say that Jesus was?

Watch
Let’s watch this video to focus in on today’s foundational truth.
[image: A person pointing at a puppet

Description automatically generated]
· Play the Session 3 Video.







	CONSIDER WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

	You Will Need
	Getting Ready

	· Foundation Slide 
· Question Slides 1–3
· Bibles for every student, preferably all the same translation
	· No prep is needed for this activity. 



Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.

Jesus was a Man who lived on the earth about two thousand years ago. But the Bible also tells us He was God in the flesh. When the disciples saw Jesus, they were seeing God the Father (John 14:9).

Who did the angel say that Jesus was? 
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Let’s talk about the first big question: Who did the angel say that Jesus was?

Read Luke 1:26–35.

Question
How does the Bible tell us Mary became pregnant with Jesus?

Question
How did the angel describe Jesus when answering Mary’s question? (See verse 35.)

Question
Why is it important for us to understand that Jesus was born of a virgin?

Being born of a virgin, someone who has not had sex, is one of the signs that Jesus’ birth was different from the rest of us. Jesus is God’s Son, and He was not born of an earthly father. Even though Jesus was completely human, He also was the Son of God. We talked a little about that title last time when we explained the Trinity. God the Son, Jesus, came to earth and became a human. We’ll explain why He did that later. 

You may have heard the verses we read several times before now because they’re part of the Christmas story. But take a minute and think about how unique this really was. You’ve got the arrival of an angel. There’s the conception and later birth without a human father being involved. This really says a lot about how special Jesus is as the Son of God.

Who did Peter say that Jesus was? 
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We know who the angel said Jesus was before Mary became pregnant. Now let’s look at what Jesus’ disciple said. Who did Peter say that Jesus was?

[bookmark: _Hlk65744744]Read Matthew 16:13–20.

Question
What question did Jesus ask?

Question
What was the response from the disciples? How did Peter respond?

The disciples answered that people said Jesus was a prophet. And they listed some: John the Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah. But Peter’s answer was different. He said that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (verse 16). Messiah means “anointed one.” It’s the Hebrew version of another word you’ve probably heard Jesus called—Christ. 

To be anointed in that biblical culture meant to be set apart for a special service. Kings were anointed in the Old Testament to rule. Priests were also anointed for special religious service. But Jesus’ anointing was even more special. Jesus was the anointed One who was sent to restore our relationship with God. Some Jewish people in that time were looking for the Messiah. Many were looking at the wrong people, but Peter found the right One!

Question
What are some answers people would give today if you asked them who Jesus is?

Question
How does our answer to this question impact the rest of our life?

Understanding that Jesus is the Messiah is more important than just thinking of Him as a special teacher or prophet. Trusting in Him as our Messiah means taking the step to follow Him and serve Him as our Lord. 

Who did John write that Jesus was? 
[image: ]



Another one of Jesus’ disciples also told us about Jesus. Who did John write that Jesus was? 

Read John 1:1–5.

Question
Who is being referred to as “the Word”?

It may be a little hard for you to figure out if you don’t know these verses, but “the Word” is Jesus. If you read a little further in this chapter from John, it becomes clearer. 

Question
What are some things that these verses say that Jesus, the Word, did or was a part of?

Read John 1:1 again. Does that verse ring a bell to any of you? Does it sound a lot like Genesis 1:1? It’s supposed to! When John wrote these inspired words from God, he was trying to help his readers understand who Jesus was. God created everything through Jesus. Life itself came into our world because of Him.

Read John 1:6–14.

Question
Who do you think is the “true light” in these verses?

Question
What do you think that description of Jesus as “light” means?

Some people followed Jesus, but others rejected Him. As the Light, He came to expose the darkness of sin in people’s lives. Most people don’t like others to know about the bad things they’ve done. But Jesus didn’t come only to point out sin—He came to help people get rid of their sin problem. Several verses after the ones we read, John the Baptist let people know that Jesus had the ability to take “away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). This is the main reason God the Son came to earth. 

Question
What is the outcome for people who believe in and follow Jesus?

According to Romans 10:9–10, those people will be saved. And by “saved,” we mean that they receive a right relationship with God, have their sins forgiven, and get to spend eternity with Him. But who has the power to do such a thing? Jesus was a man, right? Well, the next person we’ll read about tells us that Jesus was much more than just a man.

Who did Thomas say that Jesus was? 
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A third disciple of Jesus also wrestled with his understanding of who Jesus was. Who did Thomas say that Jesus was?

Read John 20:24–29.

The events in these verses took place after Jesus had died. While some disciples said that they had seen Jesus and He had come back to life, Thomas had not yet seen Him.

Question
If you were Thomas, would you have believed that Jesus was alive if you hadn’t seen Him?

Question
How did Thomas respond after seeing Jesus’ scars?

Thomas called Jesus “my Lord and my God” (John 20:28). In other words, Thomas recognized and declared that Jesus was God in the flesh! He wasn’t just God’s Son, the Messiah, or the Word. Jesus is God. 

Question
Does this give you confidence that Jesus can help you defeat any challenges in your life? How so?

Jesus overcame death, hell, and the grave. He showed that He has the power of a true deity. When we turn to Jesus, we are inviting our God to bring healing and freedom to our life.

WHAT WE BELIEVE
Foundation for Faith: The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ
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Foundation 3: WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, in His personal future return to the earth in power and glory to rule a thousand years (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; Philippians 2:9–11). 

Jesus is our Lord, and He is deity, or God. The Bible tells us Jesus is not just a god, but He is the one true God in flesh. He was born of a virgin (Matthew 1:23) and led a sinless life (1 Peter 2:22). Jesus was crucified, died, was buried, and rose from the dead on the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). His death on the Cross purchased our salvation (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Timothy 2:3–6). 

Remember, Jesus is the second Person of the Trinity. The Trinity is the one true God in three Persons. God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit exist in perfect union. 

Why Does This Matter?
Embracing Jesus’ deity not only brings security in this life but also in the life to come. While another person may save us from being hit by a car or from tripping, only God can save us in the life after this one. We can only have eternal life through Jesus (John 3:16; Romans 10:9–10; 1 John 5:13). We’re made complete through Jesus (Colossians 2:9–10). Through Him, we experience a rich and satisfying life (John 10:10). 

REFLECT
[bookmark: _Hlk65744902][bookmark: _Hlk65744812]Our discussion has led us to a point of reflection. The basic question for each of us is: How does knowing Jesus is God affect how we live from now on? We all must answer this question, just like the disciples. The fact that Jesus is Lord over all means we can go to Him with confidence, trusting that He hears us and is on our side. What good news!

Listen to God
[bookmark: _Hlk65744836]Let’s take time to think about whether our life shows that we trust the Bible. These questions are meant to start a conversation between you and God. Sharing your responses with the group is completely voluntary.
· Pause for a few moments of silent reflection after reading the questions. Then ask students if they want to share. Sharing your personal response may also be helpful to the students. 

Question
When you think about God sending His Son to earth as a real Person, how does that change your view of Him? 

Question
What have you learned today about Jesus that makes you want to live differently for Him?

Question
If Jesus is your Savior, how can others tell that you believe He is more than just a good person who lived long ago?

Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.

Maybe you’re not living for Jesus yet. Today is an opportunity to experience part of that miracle in your life—inviting the infinite God into your life and surrendering your finite life to Him. If you don’t have a relationship with Jesus, you’re just one conversation away from making things right with Him.

Is anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?

Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them as you close in prayer or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.

ACTIVATE
Look for an opportunity this week to talk about the fact that Jesus is God. If possible, share it with someone who doesn’t yet follow Jesus as their Savior, but may be interested in learning about Him. And if you need more help understanding this truth, talk to someone you trust who’s been a Christian for quite a while, and ask for their help.

CONCLUSION
Jesus was born of a virgin and lived a sinless life here on earth. He performed many miracles, including healing the sick, raising the dead, and casting out demons. He made a way for us to have eternal life through His death and resurrection. The infinite God placed himself in the body of a finite human, eventually sacrificing His life so we could be with Him forever. That’s miraculous!

Prayer
Dear Jesus, thank You for what we learned about You being our God. Thank You for all You’ve done for us, all You are doing, and all that You will do in and through our lives. Thank You for caring for us, guiding us, and empowering us for life here on earth. Thank You for the sacrifice You made by giving Your life on the Cross. We ask that our family and friends who don’t know You would open their hearts to You. Amen.

Dismissal
I look forward to seeing each of you next time. I realize some of you may have more questions about what we discussed. Don’t be embarrassed to ask questions about anything we talked about. We are all here to learn from each other as we investigate the Bible. The devotions in the app will help you to discover even more about what God’s Word has to say about what we believe. See you all next time.


Endnote

 To read the full, official version of the Statement of Fundamental Truths, visit ag.org/beliefs/statement-of-fundamental-truths.
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