Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.



Day 1
Read James 1:19–27.
Look back over the Group Session. If you have not already, complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you about the relationship between faith and works in your life?



Personal Devotion
Day 2
Read James 2:14–26.
A life of faith involves work. Those who rely solely on works miss the mark on grace. In the same way, those who assume their faith is complete without action risk spiritual stagnation, fruitlessness, emptiness, and even spiritual death. Faith plus works is God’s design for Christian living.
	
QUESTION
What is the jeopardy of neglecting the physical needs of others and only seeking to meet their spiritual needs?



	QUESTION
Who are some people with physical needs in your community today? How can we as the church meet these needs to show our faith by our works?




Personal Devotion
Day 3
Read Matthew 25:13–30.
Part of our “work” is investing our God-given gifts for the benefit of the Kingdom. This parable illustrates how we’re accountable for everything that God has placed in our stewardship. We exercise our faith by using our gifts to obey everything God commands us to do.
	
QUESTION
What work did the master expect of the servants?



	QUESTION
What was the master’s response to every servant who had leveraged his gift as the master had commanded?



	QUESTION
What was the response of the master to the servant who did nothing with his gift?



	QUESTION
What are some God-given gifts in your life? Are you using them for the work of the Kingdom? If not, what can you do to put these gifts to work for the kingdom of God?



Personal Devotion
Day 4
Read Luke 6:46–49.
Works are God’s way to train us into maturity. Jesus considered those who obeyed God with their actions to be wise individuals. Obedience to God’s Word is the foundation that prevents us from falling away from faith.
	
QUESTION
To what does Jesus compare the person who obeys His teachings?



	QUESTION
What does Jesus call a person who hears His teachings and then refuses to obey?


	QUESTION
When the flood came, it exposed the strength of the one who listened and obeyed and the weakness of the one who heard but disobeyed. How does our obedience to God prepare us for trials in life?




Personal Devotion
Day 5
Read Titus 1:15–16.
Those who know God but deny Him by their works are a cautionary tale to every Christian. We must be careful not to confess God with our mouths yet deny Him by the way we live. If we fail to let our works match our words, we are no better than unbelievers.
	
QUESTION
What does the Bible call men and women who live lives that deny God by their works (verse 16)?



	QUESTION
As you meditate on these Scriptures, has the Holy Spirit sensitized you to any areas where you do not follow through in obedience with your life and your works? If so, ask Him for the capacity to continue to work as you exercise your faith in Jesus.
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