Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.



Day 1
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; 5:1–11.
Look back over the Group Session and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you about the hope of Jesus’ return and being ready for His return?



Personal Devotion
Day 2
Read 1 Corinthians 15:51–55.
The hope of the Rapture rearranges our reality around the expectation of Jesus’ return. The power of Jesus to raise the dead that occurred during His ministry on earth will be experienced globally in an instant. As we see signs pointing towards the imminent arrival of that day, God wills us to encourage one another with the promise of Jesus’ return.
	
QUESTION
According to verse 54, what will our bodies be transformed into?



	QUESTION
How will being free of a mortal body and death change the reality of our existence?




Personal Devotion
Day 3
Read Luke 12:35–40.
Jesus spoke extensively on the topic of His return. In this parable, Jesus instructs His disciples about what to expect. Jesus’ instructions can help us stay ready for His return as well. Adding to the imagery of a thief in the night, Jesus refers to Himself as the master of the banquet. Each of these analogies, if meditated upon, can give us more insight into the nature of His return.
	
QUESTION
Jesus declares that the servants whom the master finds awake and ready will be blessed. What will their blessing be?



	QUESTION
In your own words, what is the modern-day equivalent of being dressed and keeping our lamps burning? What should we do to be ready in this way?



Personal Devotion
Day 4
Read Ephesians 5:15–18.
Sin keeps us from being ready for the return of Jesus. We must be ruthless in our removal of sin. In Revelation, we learn about the destiny of those who claim to follow God, but who continue in sin (Revelation 21:8). We must take care that while we walk with God, we do not remain deceived in sin that ultimately separates us from God.
	
QUESTION
What is the mark of foolishness or thoughtlessness for a Christian according to Ephesians 5:17?



	QUESTION
The lists of sins found in these Scriptures are too common to miss in our times. What are we to fill ourselves with instead of this sin? (Ephesians 5:18)


	QUESTION
According to Revelation 21:8, what’s the destination for those who continue to live in sin while they claim to know Jesus?





	QUESTION
In your own words, explain how acting thoughtlessly rather than being intentional about being filled with the Spirit would lead to sin.



Personal Devotion
Day 5
Read Matthew 24:36–44.
The day of Jesus’ return will come like a thief (2 Peter 3:10). Thieves come unexpectedly, without regard to the circumstances surrounding the day. While the Day of the Lord is good news to believers, it’s a day of bad news for those who have no knowledge of Jesus. These individuals go about their days without knowing that destruction is coming.
	
QUESTION
According to Matthew 24:36, who is the only one who knows when the Lord will return?



	QUESTION
Which description of the suddenness of Jesus’ return from this Matthew account stands out most vividly to you?



	QUESTION
What does this tell us about how we live every day?
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