Group Session
Small Group Study
Overview
The call to make disciples did not cease with Jesus’ words to His early followers. This is clearly seen in today’s session as Paul urges Timothy to make disciples. We can fulfill the same mandate Paul gave to Timothy by remaining faithful to what we have been taught as we make disciples too.
	

You Will Need
· No supplies are needed for this session.
Getting Ready
· First time leading Listen for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.



To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.


Engage
Welcome
Take this time to welcome everyone, making sure first-time guests feel especially welcomed, and thank everyone for coming.
As we enter this session of Listen, let me encourage you to look at the personal devotions. They are located on your app. These are a wonderful way to continue listening to God through His Word during the week.
	
QUESTION
What’s been the best part about being involved in studying God’s Word together?


Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Take a moment to thank God for the people in students’ lives, past and present, who have helped them grow in their faith. Ask the Lord to help everyone become the type of person who encourages others to remain faithful too.

Introduction
Today we’re going to continue our exploration of the Bible. Last time, we focused on the reality that obedience to God’s call has a cost. Today we’ll explore following God a little further, making it more personal. We’ll focus specifically on the responsibility we’ve been given to help others grow in their relationship with Jesus.
Did You Know?
	Timothy was from a mixed ethnic background. His father was Greek, and his mother was Jewish. Timothy’s background may have made him extra helpful to Paul as he pursued missionary work that encountered people from Jewish backgrounds as well as Greco-Roman. 


Group Activity
Do You Know Me?
Since today’s session is about building relationships with others, I thought we should get to know each other better. Here’s what I want each of us to share:
1.	One thing about yourself that everyone knows
2.	One funny thing about yourself that others may not know
3.	One more serious thing about yourself that others may not know
•	If you have a large group, divide into smaller groups for sharing.
•	Have each person share their first answer. Then go back around the group to share the second one. Finish with the third one.
One of the most important steps to helping others with their relationship with Jesus is building relationships with them. As we progressed from casual to comical, to more serious sharing, we modeled the natural progression in many friendships. As we go through today’s session, think about people in your life who you can get to know better to help them grow in their relationship with Jesus.
Let’s get to know more about what we’ll be discussing as we watch the video.
Watch

	


QUESTION
What is one thing about the video that you would share with someone who wasn’t here today?



Consider
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
As we did the last couple of times together, we’ll once again look at the apostle Paul. He invested in the lives of others, from witnessing to strangers to mentoring followers of Jesus, called disciples. This time we’ll look at his relationship with his spiritual son, Timothy. By looking at Paul’s relationship with Timothy, we can see what it looks like to be a disciple-maker—someone who directs and leads others in following Jesus.
We know from 1 Timothy 1:2 that Paul was a mentor in Timothy’s life. He appears to have made a significant, personal investment in Timothy’s spiritual growth and ministry development. Paul took on the responsibility of helping Timothy grow in his faith and accomplish God’s plan for his life. Here are some ways Paul did that.
Timothy Knows Paul
Read 2 Timothy 3:10.
	
QUESTION
According to what we just read, what does Timothy know about Paul?



	QUESTION
Why do you think it’s important to have a close relationship with someone in order to help them grow in their faith?



Paul didn’t just meet people and hope they followed Jesus. His life revolved around it. With the Holy Spirit’s help, Paul purposefully developed traits that helped him disciple others. And it appears that he showed those parts of his life so that people he worked with, like Timothy, could develop those same traits in their lives.
	
QUESTION
What traits did Paul have according to 2 Timothy 3:10?


· As students list these traits, ask the questions below to explore why each of these traits is necessary in order to disciple others. Share personal examples of each if possible.
	
QUESTION
Why is faith an important trait when discipling others?



	QUESTION
Why do we need patience when discipling others?



	QUESTION
How is love for someone needed when discipling others?



	QUESTION
Why is endurance an important trait when discipling others?



Paul Prepared Timothy
Read 2 Timothy 3:11–13.
In 2 Timothy 3:11, Paul mentioned the persecution he suffered at multiple places. Having bad things happen to you because of your faith in Jesus is a real possibility. It’s something that every Christian should be prepared for. In this section, Paul is helping Timothy by making him aware of that reality.
	
QUESTION
How might Paul’s warning have been helpful for Timothy? How can it help us?



	QUESTION
Can you share a time when you or someone you know experienced bullying, harassment, or worse for having faith in Jesus?



Instructions from a Disciple-Maker
Read 2 Timothy 3:14–17.
	
QUESTION
What instructions did Paul give Timothy?



Paul wanted to make sure that Timothy understood the value of the Word of God in his life. Paul knew that in order to become a better disciple, Timothy needed to honor what he had learned from the Scriptures.
	
QUESTION
Why is it vital as disciples and disciple-makers that we are faithful to the Scriptures?



A disciple-maker is much more than a leader or a wise mentor. A disciple-maker intentionally helps others grow in their faith. So we must be sure we are directing others in God’s truth and not our own ideas.
Reflect
Let’s look a little more closely at this encouragement from Paul and consider how it relates to our own lives.
Defining the Disciple
•	These answers should give you good insight into the spiritual state of each student and your group as a whole.
	
QUESTION
How would you describe what a disciple looks like?



	QUESTION
Based on these characteristics, do you see yourself as a disciple of Jesus? Why or why not?



	QUESTION
What is the most difficult part about being a disciple of Christ?



The Disciple’s Purpose
In 2 Timothy 3:10, Paul mentioned his purpose in life. In fact, it should have been so obvious that Paul expected Timothy to know that purpose.
	
QUESTION
How would you describe your purpose in life?


· Assist the students in cultivating a simple, well-thought-out way of communicating their purpose.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think Paul named faith, patience, love, and endurance as traits connected to effectively living in your purpose?



	QUESTION
How do you think making disciples fits into your purpose in life?



	QUESTION
How can we as Christians focus on making disciples, so we see it as part of our purpose?


The Disciple’s Path
	
QUESTION
How would you explain what a disciple is to someone who is not a follower of Jesus?



	QUESTION
When it comes to faith, patience, love, and endurance, which areas are you strong in? Which areas are you weak in? Why?



	QUESTION
How would you encourage someone who is encountering persecution simply for being a disciple of Jesus?


Digging Deeper (Optional)
Scripture Is Inspired by God
Read 2 Timothy 3:16–17.
	
QUESTION
What does Paul teach us about the holy Scriptures?



Paul says a lot in these verses. As I say each phrase, respond with an example of what each one looks like.
•	Scripture is inspired by God.
•	Scripture teaches us what is true.
•	Scripture makes us realize what is wrong in our lives.
•	Scripture corrects us when we are wrong.
•	Scripture teaches us to do what is right.
•	Scripture prepares and equips God’s people to do good things.
	
QUESTION
Why is trusting that Scripture is from God important for making disciples?


· This would be a good place to spend some time talking about some cultural issues, and how biblical convictions help us navigate the world around us during confusing times.

Activate
We’ve discussed the call to make disciples and what it takes in our lives to do it well. These ideas must become more than theory. We need to take real steps toward obeying this call of God. Every day is a chance to get ourselves ready for opportunities to help people connect with Jesus.
Let’s start by evaluating our relationships.
	
QUESTION
Do you have someone like a Paul in your life who is helping you grow in your faith? Who is it? How are they helping you grow?


· Talk to the students about the importance of having a mentor.
As we grow in our faith, God expects us to be intentional in finding others to disciple. Those kinds of people don’t always find you. We often have to look for those opportunities.
	
QUESTION
Do you have a Timothy in your life who you are helping to grow in their faith?



Take a moment to think of someone you can begin discipling in the faith.
Often, the greatest hindrances to making disciples are our internal fears and insecurities. Even Paul was probably afraid when he was starting out. Here are some steps you can take to find someone to disciple:
•	Find someone in your school, youth ministry, or life who is younger or newer in their faith.
•	Begin having conversations about God with a close, non-Christian friend.
•	Identify someone who could use some help growing in their faith and begin praying for them daily before you initiate a deeper relationship.
Conclusion
As followers of Jesus, it’s only natural that we would imitate His ways. Jesus modeled how to build relationships for intentional disciple-making in His interactions with His disciples.
Paul followed Jesus’ example. We are called to do the same. However, to be effective, we must mature in our faith. We not only need to disciple others, but we also need to keep growing as a follower of Jesus, too.
	
Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.

As we close in prayer, I want to offer opportunity for anyone who is not a follower or disciple of Jesus to commit to that now.

Is there anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?

Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them now or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.

Celebrate those who responded to Christ!



Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us Jesus! Thank You for pouring out Your Holy Spirit in our lives as well. Thank You for giving us biblical examples of men and women who lived out their purpose to make disciples. Help us to be disciple-makers too. Amen.
Next time we’ll look at the Book of James. We’ll find out what James said about having faith and doing good works.
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