Personal Devotion
Day 1
Engage
Read James 1:1–16.

Consider
	
QUESTION
What should our mindset be when we experience trouble or difficulty in life? (James 1:2)



	QUESTION
Where does wisdom come from? How do we gain more in our lives?



	QUESTION
What is one place that temptation comes from? (James 1:13–15)



	QUESTION
What is the outcome for those who endure trials and temptation?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
What are some things you can do to help navigate tough situations?


Activate
Think of a friend who is going through a tough situation. Encourage and pray for them. Consider sharing this devotion with them as well.

Pray
Wonderful Father, teach me to handle troubles well. Show me how to grow in the midst of difficult moments. Help me to have joy, even on days that are not so much fun. Help me to see You in every situation I face in life. Help those struggling with trials and those being tempted to be overcomers in this life. Thank You, Lord! Amen.





Personal Devotion

Day 2

Engage
Read James 3:1–18.

Consider
	
QUESTION
What are some things James compares the tongue to? (James 3:3–12)



	QUESTION
Why do you think the tongue can be so dangerous?



	QUESTION
What does James 3:2 tell us would happen if we learned to control our tongue?



	QUESTION
What does God tell us about wisdom in James 3:13–18?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
What are some negative ways you have used your words?



	QUESTION
What are some positive ways you can start using your words?


Activate
Words are important. Select a few people who are friends, family, acquaintances, or authority figures in your life. Send each one of them a text, email, or message encouraging them. Use your words to point out specific things that you appreciate about them. Take it a step further by praying for each of them at different times during the day. Use your words in prayer for their benefit.
Pray
Mighty Jesus! I ask for Your help when it comes to controlling my tongue. I know that it can get me into all sorts of trouble. I ask for wisdom. Show me when and how to use words to build others up rather than tearing them down. Please allow the Holy Spirit to convict me before I say something I shouldn’t. Amen.
Personal Devotion
Day 3
Engage
Read James 4:1–17.
Consider
	
QUESTION
What does James say are some causes of fights among Christians?



	QUESTION
What does God do to the proud? What does God give to the humble?



	QUESTION
Why do you think God opposes pride?



	QUESTION
How are we to view others? (James 4:11–12)


Reflect
	
QUESTION
How would you say James 4:17 in your own words?


Activate
Today, repeatedly pray this adaptation of James 4:7–8 in your mind as you go through your normal activities: “I humble myself before You, God. I resist the devil, so he will flee from me. God, I come close to You today, and I know You will come close to me.” You may want to write this down and post it somewhere you will see it regularly.
Pray
Father, I don’t want You to oppose me because of pride in my heart. Today I choose to acknowledge my need for You. Every good thing in my life comes from You. I humble my heart to honor You today. I also want to be near You, in Your presence. Please come near to me today. I ask in the name of Your Son, Jesus. Amen.
Personal Devotion
Day 4
Engage
Read James 5:1–20.
Consider
	
QUESTION
How are we to act regarding the Lord’s return? (This will be discussed more in the next group session.)



	QUESTION
What should we do when suffering hardships? (James 5:13)



	QUESTION
What should we do when we’re happy?



	QUESTION
What does James 5:14 say we should do when we’re sick?



	QUESTION
Why is it important to confess our sins to each other?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
Do you believe that sick people can be healed through prayer and faith, by the power of God? If yes, how should this effect your everyday life?


Activate
Today, pray for someone who is sick. Exercise your faith in God as Healer today!
Pray
Father God, I’m thankful for all the good things You’ve brought into my life. But I’m also aware that there are many in the world whose lives are much more difficult than mine. Please let them go to You as their Healer and Savior. And if there are those in my life that I can help, please let me be a part of Your answer to their prayer. I’m ready to do what You ask. Amen.
Personal Devotion
Day 5
Engage
Read James 2:1–13.
Consider
	
QUESTION
Why do you think some people are kind to the wealthy and mean to those with less?



	QUESTION
What does James say about those who show favoritism like he described earlier in this chapter? (James 2:9)



	QUESTION
What’s the result for those who never show mercy? (James 2:13)


Reflect
	
QUESTION
What are three things you can take away from today’s Bible reading?


Activate
Think of a way you can honor others or show mercy to them. It may be as simple as sharing something or helping out in some way.
Pray
Father, even though You have shown love to us all, some people wander away from that love. They choose to act in ways that don’t reflect Your love. Help me not to fall into that trap. Please lead me, teach me, and empower me to show mercy to others. Help me to not favor people because of the way they look or act. I commit to stay close to Your heart by being kind to all people. Amen.
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