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o “There is no limit to
what can be accom-
plished when no one
cares who gets the
credit.”

e “The Season of Lent
is a time to reflect
on our team at St.
Paul Evangelical
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and how we can
reach others with
the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. ”
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St. Paul Epistle

Lent Season

People of God at St. Paul,

John Wooden, Coach of
the UCLA Bruins, echoes
a statement made by vari-
ous people in various itera-
tions, “There is no limir
to what can be accom-

plished
when no

one cares
who gets
the credit”
Wooden’s
10 NCAA
National Championships
in a 12 year period (while
at UCLA) are unmatched
by any other college bas-
ketball coach. I raise up
this leader because he is
the epitome of servant
leadership and, as you
know, March Madness is
upon us.

I played and watched a
great deal of basketball in
my life and I have refereed
this athletic event all over
the world, both men and
women’s basketball. 1
have witnessed great ath-
letes and great leaders and
I have seen the opposite as
well. 1 found throughout
my time of play and offici-
ating that the strongest
teams are those who play

together, diminishing indi-
vidual egos while celebrat-
ing teamwork; incorporat-
ing the strengths of individ-
uals, minimizing weakness-
es and diminishing jeal-
ousy; watching for opportu-
nities for
all team
members,
rather
than for

star. The
strength
of these teams was found
in cooperation rather than
conflict and they were suc-
cessful, whether they won
or lost the competition.

This March, as you
choose to watch or refrain
from viewing the NCAA
college basketball tourna-
ment, | hope you will take
up your cross and remem-
ber the entire
month of
March is found
in the Lenten
Season. Sports
metaphors are
interesting and
worthwhile, but our con-
gregational team has a
much more significant task
than putting a ball through
a hoop. The Season of

one super-

Lent is a time to reflect on
our team at St. Paul Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church
and how we can reach oth-
ers with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. First consider what
Coach Wooden said,
“There is no limit to what
can be accomplished when
no one cares who gets the
credit,” then contemplate
how we (as a community
and as individuals) walk in
Jesus’ name, how we speak
his gospel and share our
lives giving all the glory to
God.

Jesus changes the per-
spective of his followers
and each faithful journey
will never be the same if we
reflect on his sacrifice. 1
am fond of saying, “Be
great and help others be
greater.” This statement is
from Jesus in the Gospel of

Matthew, “If

I . co

be great, you
EN I must be the
servant of

Pray + Fast + Give

all.” Jesus,
on the night
he was be-
trayed took a basin and
washed the disciple’s feet...
all the disciples: The
disciple who betrayed him,



the disciple who denied
him and the disciples who
ran away in fear. Our Sav-
ior won the victory over
sin and death with a serv-
ant heart, proclaiming
hope in his resurrection.
During March, T don’t
want you to go mad

ar

CHURCH

I am part of the AARP/
IRS Ministry here at St.
Paul church, I have collab-
orated with them for six
years and they have been at
St. Paul using this facility
for three years. This
ministry is amazing.
When I started this
ministry, it was be-
cause | was bored in
the months of Janu-
ary and February
and thought what a good
use of my “Down time.”
Little did I know what an
adventure it would become
for me. The original intent
of Tax-Aide, the program’s
name, is to assist with low
income and those who are
50 and older in filing their
income taxes. We do not
turn anyone away no mat-
ter whether your income or
your age.

To become a volunteer

every year, each person

must pass four tests rang-
ing from ethics, computer
skills, confidentiality, and
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778 of January per-
“ﬁ forming these as-

Lent Season Continued

(March Madness). It is my
hope and desire that you
become more passionate
about your faith journey.
That you see your life as
more than a game or race,
but rather a sacred journey
filled with the love of God.

If you choose to take on a

of course learning the
changes in the tax laws
from the previous year.
We are placed in scenarios
which include examples of
all the new tax laws both
from the IRS and
the state of Michi-
gan. We basically
spend the month

signments. | have
to admit about mid-
January [ wonder why [ am
doing this as | keep on
telling myself [ am too old
to learn.

When I sit down with
my first client and start
handling their infor-
mation and realize what
many people in our area
live on and how they are
still able to pay for food
and taxes, [ am totally
amazed. The people I en-
counter are amazing, many
live on next to nothing,
under the financial guide-
lines of poverty.

new ministry or give up a
bad habit during the sea-
son of Lent, I pray that in
all things you accomplish
that God would receive
the glory. Be great and
help others be greater.

- Pastor John

AARP—a Taxing
Outreach Ministry

that Inspires Hope

Their hearts are huge;
they want to be honest and
pay their “fair share.” The
smile on their faces when
you get them any type of a
refund is huge, and the fact
that it is “free” to get their
taxes done is another smile.
In 2025 we accomplished
685 visits, with 654 claims
submitted. We did refund
$414,227 in total, with the
average refund being
$735.00.

AARP wants to thank
St. Paul Church for contin-
uing to let taxes be pre-
pared in your building. The
clients love it as it is easy in
and that we have an eleva-
tor. In the past the dona-
tions from these people
have totaled over $1000.00
which helps with the annu-
al budget at St. Paul.
Again, thank you for allow-
ing us to continue to use
the church building to ac-
complish this important
outreach ministry.
Submitted by Donna Kensa

Ml vwhoever wanis
to becomme
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Council Secretary

Jessica O’'Neil - President
(Education)

Andrea Dutcher - Vice-
President (Personnel)
Donna Kensa - Secretary
(Property)

Bernadine Wagner -
Treasurer

Scott Brooks (Qutreach)
Dawn Grzeskowiak
Cathy Kieliszewski
(Worship)

Danielle McDonald (Small
Group Ministry - Women)
Scott Parkham (Property)
Phil Wickstrom (Small
Group Ministry - Men)
Cayden Smith—Youth
Member

Their area of responsibility
is in parentheses.

Church Council monthly
reports are available in
the office.

FOUNDATION
TAX-AID




“Do you not know that in
a race all the runners run,
but only one gets the

prize? Run in such a way

as to get the prize.”
1 Corinthians 9:24

Adam’s Advice Hub (AHH)

Before I was hired as the
Media Coordinator at St.
Paul Lutheran, our
livestream had some chal-
lenges. At times, people

watching from home could

not hear
the ser-
vice, and
[ was told
that at
one point
there was
not even
video. One of my first re-
sponsibilities was to make
sure both the sanctuary
and people online could
clearly hear and see what
was happening in worship.
The solution itself turned
out to be fairly sim-

ple. Once I discovered
where the problem was, 1

Jackie’s Jump Start

“We wait in hope for
the Lord; he is

our help and 3
our shield. In ..
him our hearts
rejoice, for we
trust in his holy name.
May your unfailing

love be with

us, Lord, even as we put
our hope in you” Psalm
33:20-22. Lent/Easter is
such a very busy season
in the church office.
The Lent/Holy Week/
Easter schedule is posted

was able to go into the
computer software and
adjust a few settings. The
difficult part was not

the fix but figuring out
what needed to be fixed.
Our sound system has
many connections, and
solving a problem
means carefully check-
ing each possible

point where something
might go wrong.

I reached out to two
knowledgeable people for
advice. They offered help-
ful ideas, but in the end, I
needed to take the time to
learn how our
system was set up
and work
through the issue
myself. That time
spent learning has

in this newsletter and there
are also tri-
folds in the
Narthex, and

jl]mpstart we invite you

to join us for
as many services as you can.

[ want to draw your atten-
tion to a few additional
items. The first is the dead-
line to order your Easter
flowers, which is
Monday, March
30th. You will
find the order

been very valuable. Now,
when something goes
wrong, problems can usual-
ly be solved quickly and
calmly.

Having someone who un-
derstands the layout of the
system helps prevent small
issues from becoming big
distractions during wor-
ship or events. My goal is
always to keep technology
from interrupting worship
and instead let it quietly
support it.

If you ever have questions
or need help with technol-
ogy, | am always happy

to assist. You
can reach me by
emailing me-
dia@stpaul.org
or by calling the
church office.

forms in the Narthex or in
the church office. The sec-
ond, is that the church of-
fice will be closing at 11:00
a.m. on Good Friday, April
3rd, and will remain closed
through Easter Monday,
April 6th.

If you have any questions,
you may contact me via
email, jackie@stpaul.org,
or call me at the
office (989)
356-1658.



Miss Cheesy's Corner

"N | was born and

TAKE IT
CHEESY

married to my husband Charles for

15 years this year. I was a
stay-at-home mom for 14
years and [ helped my
husband manage and
operate our heating and
cooling business (Ricotta
Mechanical LLC).

My favorite bible
verse is John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world
that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have

Children’s Church

During the Contemporary,
10:30 service we have Children’s
Church (another name for Sun-
day School). Parents and chil-
dren are invited to the 10:30
service and after a prayer and a
song, the children will go with
the Children’s Church ministry

team. This opportunity is a time

Hi, my name
is Linda Ricotta.

raised in Alpena.
I am a mom of 2
girls. I have been

eternal life.” My favorite wor-
ship song is, “Abide with Me.”

I am a Jill of all trades with many
random hobbies, including
photography, photo restoration,
walking with my family and [ am
enthusiastic about sweep staking.
[ believe in treating
people with compas-
sion and profession-
alism with a willing-
ness to listen.

I thank God
every day for this
position at St. Paul
as | was praying for a
1job like this for some
time. [ always have a
smile on my face wherever I go
and yes, my last name bears the

same name as a cheese. My
nickname is Mrs. Cheesy
and I look forward to serv-
ing with all of you at St.
Paul. Please stop by and
say, “Hi” because it is not
easy being cheesy.

Linda Ricotta

Aok
Hpfisd ~

CHILERERYT

™M I NI STRY

of learning, celebration, and fun
while allowing parents to worship.
The children will meet for about
40 minutes and then return to the
10:30 Service for the final song.
Please pray for this ministry and
support this outreach effort with

Kid’'s Korner - Kids speak the gospel for all to hear.

The children made cards express-
ing love for Valentines day. Pastor

John took them into the communi-

ty of Alpena to share the message

God Loves
YOull

of love.

John %16

your time and effort and by
sharing it with
your friends and
family.
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Mid-Week
Lenten

Worship/ / /_":;"—/j _
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Holy Week

St. Paul Epistle

Lent Wednesday Worship Services at St. Paul and Book Studies

We are having Wednes-
day Worship Services
weekly through March
25th, at 12:25 p.m., pre-
ceded by a luncheon at
noon. We are looking for
people/groups to do one
of the lunches. Call the
church office and sched-
ule a Wednesday that
works for you/group.

The theme is “Dust &
Hope.” Join us as we dis-
cover again the hope,
peace, love, joy and faith
in Christ’s sacrifice and
resurrection.

Join us for a Lent Book
Study: “Psalms, Prayers of
the Heart” will begin at
1:00 p.m. on Wednesdays

Ecumenical Lent Services

The Ecumenical Commu-
nity will have evening ser-
vices at different venues
in Alpena. These ser-
vices will follow this for-
mat.

1) 5:30 start to soup sup-
per.

2) After everyone has had
the chance to get food a
video (10 - 15 minutes
long) Embracing the
Prophets in Contempo-
rary Culture and the video

Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday, March
28/29th - We will have our
three regular weekend wor-
ship services.

Maundy Thursday—April
2nd - Service at 6:00 p.m.
“Dust & Love”

Good Friday—April 3rd -
Service at 6:00 p.m. “Jesus
Conquers the Dust” The

presenter is Walter
Brueggemann.

3) Discussion of the video
and continue it around the
tables.

4) Wrapping up discussion
at 6:30

5) A prayer service at 6:45

6) Expecting to be wrapped
up by 7:15 - 7:30 latest

The schedule for March is
as follows:

service will be followed by
the movie “The Passion” at
7:00 p.m.

St. Paul Lutheran will also
participate in the Good Fri-
day Tre Ore service on
April 3rd that will be host-
ed by First Presbyterian
Church, from 12:00 noon—
3:00 p.m.

after service and at
5:30 p.m. in Pastor
John’s office. “Life
Source, Prayers for
Lent” led by Nena will
be held on Wednes-
days at 5:30 p.m. in
classroom 1.

March 4—Trinity Epis-
copal Church

March 11—First United
Methodist Church

March 18—Grace Lu-
theran Church

March 25—First United
Methodist Church

All are welcome to join
us.

Easter Sunday
Services - April 5th:

Sunrise Service 6:30
Liturgical Service 9:00
Contemporary Service

L 10:30
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Baked Potato Night

o “ We will again be

day, March
~ 14th, after the
Saturday ser-
vice, around 6:30 p.m.

Celebration of Ministry

Everyone
is invited
to join us

Easter Egg Hunt

On Saturday, April 4th, the
Adventure Club is planning
an Easter Egg hunt for our
community within our build-
ing.

We would love donations of
grass for baskets, candy,

Easter Breakfast

There will be an Easter
Breakfast right after the
Sunrise Service on East-
er Sunday. Come join
us!

Easter Flowers

If you
would like to or-
der an Easter
flower in honor
or in memory of
someone, there

Come and enjoy baked po-
tatoes with numerous
choices of toppings, and
ice cream with toppings.
There will be a free will of-
fering taken and you do
need tickets, which you
can get in the church

as we honor Pastor John and March 22nd, from

Nena in a Celebration of
Ministry at JJ’s on Sunday,

and items to be included in

our family friendly baskets
for the raffle.

These items can be
dropped off at the office.

This will be another event

are order forms in the Nar-
thex or church office to fill
out. The deadline to get
your order in is March
30th.

Page 6

office. If you would like to
donate an item to the
Chinese raffle please con-
tact Dennis or Lori Dziesinski
at 989-464-7112. Write this
date on your calendar and
plan now to attend.

1:00—4:00 p.m.

||-( ‘.(({ -‘.afi('ﬂ
of ;lﬁmsﬁ!}

to celebrate Christ in our
community. Come and
join the adventure.

Mark Your Calendar

Bishop Julie E. Schneider-
Thomas is coming 1o visit
on June 18th—21st.

Be sure to mark your
calendar!




Page 7

The Christians In Action
(C.1LA.) Youth Group will
be having a Movie and
Game night on Saturday,
March 7th from 3:00—
5:00 p.m. Itis opento

C.L.A. Youth Group—Movie and Game Night

teens in 6th—12th grade.

Come and enjoy snacks,
drinks, a movie, football
and ping pong. Be sure
to invite a friend to come
along with you!

Soul Sisters - Easter Card Signing

Soul Sisters will meet
March 17th at 5:30 in
room 207 to sign Easter
cards for shut ins at Bes-
ser Living and Turning
Brook. A light snack will

this opportunity to share
the message of the res-
urrection with others in
our community. Please
contact Shirley Jones,
989-464-6472, or Val

St. Paul Epistle

if you plan on attending
this event. This is a Soul
sisters event but all
ladies of St. Paul are
welcome to participate.

be served as we celebrate Urban at 989-916-5560,

March Service Activity

The March Service Activi-
ty is Pied Piper School.

would also be great for
the students.

Please leave items on the
altar.

ltems needed: Coloring
and activity books, mark-
ers, large crayons, Kieen-
ex, hand sanitizer, and
Clorox wipes. Fidget toys

Thank you for your gener-
osity.

Hope Shores Alliance

Thanks to everyone
who is part of this
important ministry.

in their homes or lives. St.
Paul Lutheran has opened
our doors to be a drop off

point for this organization

(on the third floor).

Hope Shores Alliance is an
agency in Alpena that
helps in our community,
supporting of people who
have experienced violence

hope

ALLIANCE

Bazaar

Please don’t forget to can be brought to the

“Jar Room” “Clap your hands, all

C‘% = 22}?%%22?8 == across from the you peoples;

o -y a8 . ]
] ;Sﬂl[ﬂs and rings from | ) lounge anytime. shout to Go@wz}z)‘b
M e this year’s Thank you. lond songs of joy.
. %F‘" bazaar. They Psalm 47:1



March Birthdays

March 1

John Putkamer
March 2

Stacy Lukitsch
Mike Yakes

March 3

Laura Warren
March 5

Karen Wekwert
Franny Plamondon
Felonie Keller-Somers
William Shupert
March 6

Donna Scull
March 7

Shelly Hoffmeyer
Mary Hughes
Philip Wickstrom

March 8

Caden LaRoche-McHarg
Landen LaRoche-McHarg
Paul Ludwig

Rae Stephens
March 9

Jane Guyott

March 13

Isabelle Smith

Paul Nensewitz
March 15

Evie Main

March 16

Alexis Gries

Ronald Wirgau

John Snyder I
March 17

Phyllis Genschaw
March 18

Brenda Sandhu
Matthew Przykucki
Molly Przykucki
March 20
MaryAnne Kucharek
March 23

Sydney Romel
March 25

Jonathon Blaski

February Servant Leaders

Celebrating the efforts of
our Servant Leaders of the
Month for February. We

thank God for past/present [l

Council presidents of our
Congregation. Each re-
ceived a special coin to
commemorate their ser-
vice. Please keep them in
your prayers. Jessica, Scott
and Karen were pre-
sent...Judy, and Iris were
unable to attend. We also
remember Mary Jo Beck
who passed last week.

]

Scott Brooks

Iris Arthur

Jennifer McKenney Page 8

Jaxson Moll
March 26
Scott Smith
March 27
Trevor Olsen
March 29
Caleb Borchard
Julie Hasse

DJ Wilcox
March 30
Geraldine Hanson
Zuri Somers

March Anniversaries

March 1

Jim & Doreen Kriniak
March 12

Jeff & Zully Dameworth
March 15

Robert & Kathy Burton
Steve & Mary Zann
March 16

Tim & Sue Moggie
March 28

Tom & Pat Kelbaugh

“Let all that ' you do I;
done in love.
-1 Cotinthians 16:14

Judy Beyer
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FOUNDATIONS

of our

FAITH

“Let the wise also
hear and gain in
learning, and
the discerning
acquire skill.”
Proverbs 1:5

Adult Education Opportunities

Pastor John and Miss
Nena planned for adult
education opportunities
in 2025-2026; Bible
studies and book studies
to inspire your faith walk
throughout the coming
school year. Each class
will last for six weeks (or
less) and the class
length will be 1 hour.
Pastor John’s class will
meet on Wednesdays at
1:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
and Miss Nena’s class

APRIL VIDEO EDUCA-
TIONAL EXPERIENCE
“The Passion”

April 3 at 7:00 pm. A
meal is provided and discus-
sion — All are invited.

. MAY VIDEO EDUCA-
will meet on the same TIONAL EXPERIENCE
day (Wednesday) at 5:30  «Sound of Hope, The Story
p.m. The class size will  of Possum

Trot”

May 6" at 6:00
p.m. A mealis
provided and
discussion —
All are invited.

determine where the
class will meet. Please
call the office so we
know how to plan/books
to order. Sign up for one
or all these opportunities
to grow in faith.

gunéﬁfnupi

Scholarship News

The Scholarship commit-
tee would like to remind
all senior high school

Lenten Educational
Opportunities (6 Weeks)
February 19" — March

25™ students and college
Pastor John students, that we are
rsabMs  _ “Pealmg, accepting scholarship
i Prayers of the ~ applications starting April
Heart,” by 1st. Applications can be
" Eugene picked up in the office
- - Peterson April 1st. Please complete
Miss Nena all portions of the applica-
Bible Study tion and returned it April
- “Life 30th.
Source,

Prayers for
Lent”

& SCHOLARSHIY

APPLICATION

St. Paul Epistle

Growing

ready;se,

GioN

Growing the church in
the 21st century is
unique, and | want to
challenge everyone in
our congregation to
reach out to family,
friends and acquaint-
ances to follow us on
Facebook or on our
Website. Increasing our
digital footprint through
word of mouth (through
technology) may expand
the connection with God

= this those you know and
b love.

Pop-Up Hygiene Closet

Q0.0

@-cpﬁ%imee?meﬁ

{ L e

Saturday, March 28th
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

St. Paul Lutheran
Church

727 S. 2nd Ave.,
Alpena, Mi

FREE personal care,
household cleaning, and
laundry products!

- e —
- */ m NO Sign up or qualifica-
&

tions required!
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_ MINISTRY

Small Group - Women

i
w. oW h 2 d

The Breakfast Belles
meet each week at JJ’s.
All women are invited to
be at JJ’s, on Wednes-
days at 7:30 a.m.
Remember the first
breakfast is free!

“The Forget Me Nots”
(Women 70 and older)
will not meet on the first
Tuesday in March.

Small Group—Men

The Men of St. Paul and
friends are still meeting
atJJ)sat 7:.00 a.m. This
has been a great time of
discussion and celebra-
tion of God at work in
the church. Come and
be part of this gospel
expression

Singles

(Singles At St.
Paul) are
meeting the
first Thursday of every
month (March 5th) at
5:30 p.m. at Thunder

Feeding Kids Ministry
We will be packing food
for the Feeding Kids
Ministry on Monday,
March 16th at the old
Sunset School, 1421
Hobbs Drive, at 5:30

S@SP

Instead, we will be at-
tending the matinee per-
formance at Alpena Civ-
ic Theatre on Sunday,
March 15. The comedy,
“Finding Gladys,” will be
presented.

Please call Ann Hardesty
at (989-590-2055), if
you have any questions.

“The Soul Sisters”
(Women 50-70) will
meet soon. Please
watch your bulletin and

Band of Brothers is cur-
rently meeting quarterly.
This is for men who are
18-45.We are looking to
connect and strengthen
the faith of young men
through activities and
studies that will be a
beacon of hope.

Bowl Lanes, Al-
pena. Please
come and be part
of this ministry and invite
your friends. It is open to
singles from 18-101.

Page 10

Facebook for details.

‘SALT” Sisters Adoring
Light and Truth (Women
18-45) will meet soon.
Please watch your bulle-
tin and Facebook for
details.

Come and be inspired,
share your ideas and be
open to God'’s possibili-
ties.

BoB (Band of
Brothers) will
meet soon.
Please watch your bulle-
tin and Facebook for
details.

BANDOF BROTHERS

Come and be inspired,
share your ideas and be
open to God’s possibilities.

Reminder

Just a reminder for
those who have
Thrivent Choice
Dollars. The deadline
1o designate the 2025
Choice Dollars is
March 31st.

p.m. Please call
Sherry McDonald
if you are willing
to help or have
any questions,
260-414-3613.
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Life Line Screening

Life Line Screening will
be offering preventive
health screenings on Tues-
day, March 24,

2026.

The preven-
tive screenings
provided check
for stroke risk,
abdominal aortic
aneurysms, and osteoporo-
sis. St. Paul Lutheran
Church is pleased to make
these important screenings
available by hosting Life
Line Screening, the nation’s
leading provider of preven-

tive health screenings.

Screenings are fast,
painless and afforda-
ble. Three key tests check
for blocked carotid arter-
ies, an irregular heart
rhythm called
L atrial fibrilla-
5 tion, and high
blood pres-
C. sure, which
are the three
leading risk
factors for stroke. Strokes
are the third leading cause
of death in the U.S,, yet,
with preventive strategies,
80% of strokes can be pre-
vented.
Other tests check for
abdominal aortic aneu-

Engage Your Enthusiasm

E.Y.E. (Engage Your Enthu-
siasm) ministry - Everyone
has a vision for the ministry
at St. Paul. | hope you will
share the events of the
church through your eyes.

Christ

Tw
- :
v A

The Fellowship for the
5:30 p.m. Saturday night
service meets at 4:30
for drinks and baked
goods until 5:20.
Fellowship for the
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
service and the 10:30
a.m. service occurs in-

o iée!lowship
[ fl

Please appoint an E.Y.E.
representative for each
event so nothing will be
missed and your event
will be promoted on our
various digital sites

rysms and hardening of
the arteries in the legs. A
bone density screening to
assess osteoporosis risk is
also offered and is appro-
priate for both men and
women. Many events also
offer blood tests, including
cholesterol, glucose and c-
reactive protein screen-
ings. Special pricing for
$129.

For more information
regarding the screenings
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call 1-800-324-
9458 or go to https://
www.lIsa.social/
hsba or text the word
circle to 216-279-1607.

Pre-registration is required.

(Facebook, Twitter,
etc.) If you submit 5
photos you will be giv-
en a t- shirt.

between the service
times. Come and share
your life with the people
with whom you worship.
This ministry is a cele-
bration and | ask that
you help by leading a
fellowship time. We
would also like to ex-
press our appreciation
to those people who
have donated cookies
for fellowship. We are
grateful for your deli-
cious donations!

Vision Gala

Options Pregnancy Cen-
ter is hosting our Vision
Gala on Saturday, April
18th, at the APlex! We
invite you to come and
see what the Lord is do-
ing through Options and
our region and how you
can partner with us. If
you are interested in
hosting a table or attend-
ing, please contact Lori
at 989-354-6089 for

more information.

St. Paul Epistle

“S creening are fast,
painless and
affordable”

Opfions



Baptism

AARP Tax Preparation

The AARP Tax Team is
back at St. Paul Evan- %=
gelical Lutheran 2
Church - Aipena and I
they are ready and

amNa

Ray of Sonshine

Do you have a few minutes to
brighten someone else’s

day? Do you have a desire to
share God’s love? Please
consider being part of the

Pastoral Acts

Condolences to the

family and friends

of Mary Jo Beck

who joined our Lord

in eternity February

11, 2026. A celebration of
Mary Jo’s life will be held in
the spring.

Thank you to the following

people for their e
Memoria

donation in
memory of:

Robert Arthur
Patti Byce

The Baptism of Kallyn Timm
was a wonderful expression
of God's love. Her sponsors
were Heather Senske and Ja-
son Timm. Please keep her
and her family in prayer as
Kallyn grows in faith.

oq willing to help our
%‘ seniors and low-
€ income members

of our community
with their tax

“Ray of Sonshine Ministry”
team. We send out en-
couraging notes, make
phone calls or a personal
visit to those in need of

Memorials

Karen Wallace
June Sylvester
Gerald and Ann Hardesty
Iris Arthur
Juliana Specht
Patti Byce
Julie Troy
Rickie and Esther Kindt

Dana Panknin
Iris Arthur
Juliana Specht
Patti Byce
Julie Troy
Myra Gapske
Rickie and Esther Kindt
Janet Stafford
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preparation. Please contact
them at 989-278-8104 for
any information related to
your tax preparation pro-
cess.

fellow-
ship/connection.
Please contact the
office to become
part of this im-
portant ministry.

N\
Sonshine

Arnie Kindt
Patti Byce

Joanne Kindt
Carol Kindt

Norman Dutcher
Norma Schultz
Jim and Doreen Kriniak
June Sylvester
Iris Arthur
Juliana Specht
Patti Byce
Mary Kuhl
Myra Gapske
Rickie and Esther Kindt
Janet Stafford




MARCH SERVICE SCHEDULE

Date & Service Assisting Lectors Ushers Fellowship Children’s Church
Ministers Volunteer | and Little’s Worship
Workers
FEBRUARY 28 &
MARCH1 10:30
5:30 p.m. Iris Arthur Gail Atkins Patti Byce & Anita Laub Children’s Church:
Jimmy Nensewitz Jessica O’Neil
9:00 a.m. Dawn Barb Roy Wekwert Mary Karen Wekwert,
Grzeskowiak Szczesniak Kathy Burton Courtney Sue Robb
Jesse & Jessica Little’s Worship:
O’Neal Joanne Huggler & Rita
10:30 a.m. Connie Sims Chase
MARCH7 & 8
5:30 p.m. Carol Kindt Sue Keyes Dennis & Sherry Sue Robb Children’s Church:
McDonald Joanne Huggler, Rita
9:00 a.m. | Phil Wickstrom | Phil Wickstrom Jeff Ciupka Joanne Chase, Nena Shipman,
Ryan Panknin Huggler Jean Johnson
Dennis Dziesinski | Rita Chase Little’s Worship:
Cathy Kieliszewski Andrea Dutcher & Evie
10:30 am. Janet Freeman Bicker
MARCH 14 & 15
5:30 p.m. Iris Arthur Iris Arthur Patti Byce Joan Children’s Church:
Jimmy Nensewitz Smolinski Ashley Reed, Bonnie
9:00 a.m. | Shirley Jones Shirley Jones Barb Szczesniak Carla Duby, Jean Johnson,
Paul Kieliszewski Steinke Karen Wekwert
Jesse & Jessica Little’s Worship:
| O’Neil Ophelia Steinke &
10:30 a.m. Carla Steinke Ashley Reed.
MARCH 21 & 22
5:30 p.m. Carol Kindt Carol Kindt John & Linda Patti Byce Children’s Church:
Snyder Myra Kathy Burton, Cathy
Gapske Kieliszewski, Nena
9:00 a.m. Barb Cathy Owen Werth Janice Shipman, Bonnie Duby
Szczesniak Kieliszewski Roy Wekwert Boboltz Little’s Worship:
Cathy Kieliszewski Jesse & Jessica O’Neil
Ryvan Panknin
10:30 a.m. Karen Wekwert
MARCH 28 & 29
5:30 p.m. Iris Arthur Myra Gapske Bruce Anschuetz | Anita Laub Children’s Church:
9:00 am. | Scott Parkham | Scott Parkham | Dennis Dziesinski | Janice Jessica OFeil
Jeff Ciupka Boboltz J&sse OTNEi Kath}{
Richard Miller B“i‘ft’tfll;f“;’ DZ‘,‘OS‘a
Y : ittle’s Worship:
Paul Kieliszewski Cathy Kieliszewski &
Mary Courtney
10:30 a.m. Connie Sims ‘

We are looking for Assisting Ministers and Lectors, Acolytes and Ushers for our worship
services.

If you are interested in serving at either service, please contact the church office at (989)
356-1658.

Altar Care for the month of March — Sandy Samp and Laurie Stafford.
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Community Outreach
= ..Building BFidges of Hope

o &

s e W
Children's Church kids made - i

valentines for people in the
nursing homes. Thanks for

sharing your love.

0 mmmm Baby Eleanor
We thank God for our Scoutlng America

troop and the light of hope they are shining
in the world. February 8th was Scout Sun- r

day and we celebrated together in worship.

‘ 1

celebrating
love...

oy | 1‘:._-;'} ). A< ) SO ; = ‘ l-:: '(I';hank you to our Trust
e Sers — g e - Committee who donated
g - ik T T ~ $500 to the Together For
- . ot 4 " Youth program (formally
Dy : wd‘; - P I g : the D.A.R.E. program)
as onfirmation classes continue.
and to Merl Faucett for
The Trust and Endowment Fund gathered Q‘ Aiden, Conner and Rob made the his fsadershipin this
to consider support for our community, | | educational process a celebration rogram. They still su
our nation, our world and the ELCA. Their P " IOEY e

leadership is vital, | ask that you keep

these servant leaders in your prayers. Owen Weith was

‘___r-T hard at it chang-
~| ing a fan and fix-
1 ing a light fixture.
Please thank this

servant leader.

The RACK M (Random Acts of Caring/
Kindness Ministry) rejoices with Norma
Schultz (top left) as she celebrates 95
years, Eleanor Cottington (top right) as she
celebrates 95 years, and Andrea Dutcher
(bottom ieft) as she celebrates 70 years,
and Larry Samp (bottom right) 85 years.
Wish them all a happy birthday!

Ryan helped us celebrate in
worship as he played the :
drum during the final hymn. -

3 as we discussed sin.

) =

-

The Adventure Club met in
January to go sledding. hot
cocoa, hot dogs and hot
apple cider helped every-
one stay motlvated

.

Celebrated with
-~" Janice and Ryan

- who represent the

41 i Peace Community

| k'\, of Alpena. We pre-
sented them with a
gift of $500 to help
their efforts
throughout the

1 year.

Great looking
young people from
St Paul attended
the Winterfest
dance on Saturday

day/night.
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I had a wonderful time visiting with members recently and sharing sacred moments. Please continue to
pray for them as they grow in strength and courage.

U WIVERS 7 ‘ e

Ryan Panknin :

™ Valentine’s Day is
a special time to
celebrate love and
B e r€lationships.
Gave out a card to
I Chris in celebra-
tion of all she has
done for our con-

Sl N Evelyn
5| Green

1 Had a sacred
visit with Sandy
~{ Samp at her
shop, “Sandy
Dees Sewing.”
Please keep her

in prayer.

Myra stopped by to
celebrate the ministry
at St. Paul and the love

of Jesus we share.

Amy Truth blessed
my life with music of
her own composition.

Thanks to all who came out and supported the Scout- |
ing America Spaghetti Supper. Awesome food and
fellowship were shared.

What a wonderful evening for our couples re-
treat. Please keep these dynamic couples in

your prayers.

T . The Iiorget-Me-Nots went to the

: e e Sunday matinee at the Alpena
The 3M men (Men in Motion for Ministry) gathered for a fish Civic Theatre. The play, “The
dinner. Everyone enjoyed the meal and a time of fellowship. God Committee,” was well act-

Special thanks to Fred, Tim & Jimmy. (Preparation) o i 1 ed and thought provoking.
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Met (for the last
time) with the Sun-
rise Side Confer-
ence of the NWL
L___{ Michigan Synod at
4 St. Paul. Great
| time of sharing N, ; B <=t : G
B Was had by all. JRILTL What a glorious day. Gratitude Lunches
' { Ministry blessed the amazing staffs at
Pied Piper (bottom) and the Besser
Museum (left).

«_| Instaliation of our

= Church Council
servant leaders
occurred January
17/18 weekend.
Please keep these
leaders in your
prayers.

The Forget-Me-Nots met for lunch and it was a

celebration! Continuing to keep these faithful
ladies in your prayers.

} ; - o @ : : : / ._r("':.‘ :‘:n.azueﬁ o LA e
L = i | Celebrated with the people of God at St. Installation of our new Church Council
The Women'’s Retreat began this | Paul as we helped pack up food for the servant leader occurred in February.
evening with a celebration of faith | “Feed The Kids Ministry.” Thanks to all ‘ Welcome Dawn Grzeskowiak. Please
and a special meal. Please pray the servant leaders who came to help. = keep all of our leaders in your prayers.

that all will grow in love and hope.

=
s
Jimmy and Dennis were here to make some final Thanks to Val Urban

touches on the third floor. Please thank them for . : for her efforts on

their service. They also donated this candle lighter T e a0 discuse Hio lasues Church Council. Val
holder for our church to be used in the multipurpose resigned due to per-

room. We offered a blessing on this wonderful gift at r::;negr:ilﬁ c:::ct::::zse keep these elected | 5414 reasons. Please
the 10:30 service. your prayers. keep her in prayer.
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_’31 . | v ]

| Servant Leaders Marie and Mary
Ann are working hard stocking
the pews with needed supplies.
Thank you both for all you do.

| was part of a celebration of minis-
try and sacrifice with the servant
leaders who give of themselves in

The Education Committee met to discuss this
important ministry within our community. Thank

- TE—— '
the office each week throughout the | g S ¢ | this whole ministry team for their leadership
year. Barb, Kathy, Sue, Joan, Linda | "1 a _ ‘ EI -;‘- . o
= : l A5 and vision.

and Joanne are so very special.

_| The faithful Servant Leaders of
_I our Newsletter Team arrived (on
this icy cold morning) ensuring -
the St. Paul Ev. Lutheran News- | The S@SP (Singles at St. Paul) gathered Febru-
y S V. | letter arrives, on time, through ary 5th for discussion and fun. The most we

Enjoyed a sacred meeting with Geraldine | | the mail. A great team effort. ever had in attendance. We spoke about what
Rhodes today. Great time to share sto- we wanted to be remembered for in this life.

ries. She made some peanut butter (Left) The Veterans
cookies for Miss Nena to distribute. of Alpena gathered

- =4 | and we shared sto-
ries, we laughed,
and we enjoyed our
4 | time in community. If
' | you are a veteran,
please come and
join us on the last

‘h celebration. We watched
“:*; "Ordinary Angels.” If you

Thursday of every :
month, at 9:00 a.m. | When you visit in were unable to make
in the Art of the Loft. the community of movie night and would
. Alpena you meet like to watch the movie,
The people of God some wonderful please stop by the
from St. Paul gath- people. | was church and take it home
ered to undecorate blessed to encoun- || and watch it at your con-
the church. Please ter Connie Elder. venience.

thank all the servant
leaders who made
this possible.

Staff meeting is held weekly. Thanks
to our council President, Jessica for
taking time out of her day to attend.

T

T Mﬂ ‘; . e .
: , y o e ‘~, '5,- _t"- ' g

Thanks to the Worship com-
mittee for their servant lead-
ership. Many important topics
were discussed.

The 3M (Men in Motion for Ministry)
gathered together for breakfast. They
talked about the things in life that
steal our light.

The Breakfast Belles celebrated as they showed up in
force. What a wonderful conversation about what makes
us glad. Remember that this is the day that the Lord has
Made...I will rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118)."
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The Lenten Soup Luncheon was wonderful, § Ash Wednesday services were canceled due to weather in Alpena at St Paul Ev.
and | celebrate everyone who prepared the || | ytheran Church. Thank you to everyone who came and participated in worship
meal and all those who were able to take on the weekend. A special thank you to Jimmy Nensewitz, Myra Gapske, Gary
advantage of this very special gift. ‘ Sims as he began the imposition of ashes this year.

| Met with Brian Robarge and Allie Durocher leader- Welcome to Linda Ricotta.

ship from Alpena High School, to present them with She trained in February.

| gifts of clothing, shoes, toiletries and a shoes. She is our new Administra-
=N - tion Assistant. Please stop

e il —1 by and welcome her to our

| community.

Ancther celebration occurred in
worship February 21st during the
children's sermon. He had all the
right answers. Thanks Jimmy!

Tying ties for the prom night. What a
special night for all our special people
to shine! Prom night. Awesome photol

4 The Ecumenical =
il Ministers gather- .

ing happened this =
morning at Grace Thanks to the DOD (Dinner on a

Lutheran Church. 3109”;?2:9;:3_"'( Ie.afit-tzrs:or h
We discussed the eir efforts. Their rTunls ry touch-
s S0 many people in our commu-

Thanks to everyone who came out and support- for th
ed our Christian Education ministry by coming \ passkages e N nity.
to the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. =~ weekend.




St Paul Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
January 20, 2026

Present: Scott Brooks, Bernie Wagner, Jessica O’Neil, Cathy Kieliszewski, Val Urban,
Donna, Kensa, Andrea Dutcher, Scott Parkham, Cayden Smith, and Pastor John Shipman

Absent: Danielle McDonald and Phil Wickstrom

Secretary’s Report: Motion by Val Urban, seconded by Scott Brooks, to approve the
minutes. Motion carried.

Treasurer Reports: Motion by Scott Brooks, seconded by Andrea Dutcher to approve the
treasurer reports. Motion carried.

Committee Reports and Employee Reports: Committee reports were discussed. Donna
Kensa discussed the required backflow value that is being required by the city. Lakeshore
Plumbing had provided two bids and Donna questioned whether both were needed to be
done now or if one could be tabled till later in the year. Scott Parkham stated he would call
Lakeshore regarding both bids and get an answer back. The first bid was for backflow
preventer and totaled $1520.00. The second bid again stated backflow preventer and
totaled $2635.00. It was decided by council to proceed with the initial bid of $1520.00 and
the second bid will be tabled until questions are answered. Motion by Scott Parkham,
seconded by Scott Brooks to have Lakeshore Plumbing proceed with the first bid of
$1520.00. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Shipman reported that we averaged 179 people per Sunday in
2025 from the three services and finances are doing good. Motion by Scott Brooks,
seconded by Val Urban to approve the Pastor’s report. Motion carried.

Old Business:
1. Sealantis scheduled to be done in May or June of 2026.
2. Sabbatical - tabled.
3. Review of church polices —tabled till property revises the lake property guidelines.
4. Bishop Julie Schneider has agreed to come to Alpena june 18, 2026 and will give a
sermon at the lake property Saturday night and then again on Sunday at the 9:00
and 10:30 am service. Scott Parkham and Andrea Dutcher have agreed to

spearhead this event.



Congregational comments and correspondence: Were reviewed.

New Business:

1. Approval of events - Jessica O’Neil has changed the date of her event from
2/12/2026 to 2/19/2026. Motion by Scott Parkham, seconded by Scott Brooks to
approve the events of the church. Motion carried.

2. Election of council officers- President Jessica O’Neit, vice-president Andrea
Dutcher, Secretary Donna Kensa and Treasurer Bernie Wagner. Motion by Scott
Brooks, seconded by Andrea Dutcher to approve the election of officers. Motion
carried.

3. ValUrban submitted a letter of resignation from the church council due to health
issues. The council thanked her for her time spent on council. Pastor Shipman will
contact the nominating comm (Judy Beyers, Mike Lewandowski and John Snyder) to
seek a candidate for replacement.

4. Discussion was held regarding the constitution/by-law language regarding council
members who resign and how their vacancy is filled. The following council
members have agreed to work on the changes; Andrea Dutcher, Donna Kensa, Scott
Brooks, Scott Parkham and Cayden Smith.

5. Discussion was held on the separation of the trust into two different investment
accounts with LPL Financial. This had been discussed between Bernie Wagner,
treasurer and Phil Straley, trust; to separate these into two accounts. On a motion
by Andrea Dutcher, seconded by Scott Brooks that “On this day in January 20, 2026,
Saint Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church Council resolves to divide The 'IE_,ya:ﬁTgelical
Lutheran St. Paul’s Church of the City of Alpena, State of Michigan, (DBA Saint Paul
Evangelical Lutheran Church) investment account with LPL Financial into two
separate accounts”. Motion carried.

6. Ashley Worth (Sandy Froggett’s daughter) picked up her mother’s nativity set on
December 18, 2025.

7. The Veteran office that was located at St. Paul Church is no longer here dueto a
missing printer issue.

8. Pastor Shipman announced that effective February 28 2026, that Nena Shipman will
be resigning as administrative assistant at St. Paul Church. Also, that effective the
Friday following Easter, April 10, 2026, Pastor Shipman will be resigning as pastor to
St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Motion by Scott Brooks, seconded by Scott Parkham to adjourn the meeting. Motion
carried. Council closed with Lord’s Prayer.
Respectful submitted, Donna Kensa



Pastor John’s Ministry Report — February 2026
Saints at St Paul, as we look to God’s future, I remember the words of the prophet Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know
the plans I have for you, ” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.” January was highlighted with the announcement that Nena and I would be leaving this call of
God to Saint Paul in the early part of 2026. We celebrated the baptism of Kallyn Timm and honored the lives
of Karen Wallace, Dana Panknin and Norman Dutcher and their faithful journeys. We celebrated with the
children as they participated in a sledding party at Shipman’s Hill. Faithful women gathered at a retreat; New
members gathered for a meal, conversation, and faithful exploration. Servant Leaders of the Year were honored
and celebrated; We held our Epiphany Candlelight Dessert event attracting the most people since its inception; I
completed my annual report to the synod and spoke with the bishop concerning my time at St. Paul. Mike and
Dawn continued their Marriage counseling, and a new Confirmation Class was requested and began. AARP is
working hard to get everything ready. The 3M (Men in Motion for Ministry) hosted an evening event ( a fish
Fry). 28 men were in attendance. New information concerning the backflow issue came to light and was dealt
with. Leaders, always remember the blessing of Jesus and in these final months we will share, that God has a
plan for us...plans to give us hope and a future

Notes for council: January 2026

1. Baptism Zaelynn Johnson 11. United Way Christmas Wish Program

2. Baptism Jayla Brown 12. Dawn and Michael — Marriage prep

3. Welcome new members — Olsen Family 13. Advent soup and worship services

4. Welcome new members — Gries Family 14. Advent Book Study

5. Funeral — Robert Arthur 15. Pastoral Candidates gathering

6. Funeral — Geraldine Wyman 16. Foster Closet Christmas Party

7. Annie Olsen monetary gift from estate 17. Adventure Club — Caroling & Party

8. Vacation 18. Gathering of leaders for a holiday celebration

9. Christmas eve/Day worship 19. Outreach to Hospital/Thunder Bay Jr High

10. Life Line Screening 20. Ushers Meeting

Notes for council: February 2026

1. Baptism Kallyn Timm 11. Epiphany Candlelight Dessert Event

2. Funeral — Karen Wallace 12. Dawn and Michael — Marriage prep

3. Funeral — Dana Panknin 13. New Member Meal

4. Funeral — Norman Dutcher 14. Annual Report to the Synod/Contact Bishop

5. Movie Night — “Unsung Hero” 15. Feeding Kids Ministry event

6. Sunrise Side conference gathering 16. 3M Fish Dinner (Men’s ministry event)

7. Trust Fund Issues 17. Adventure Club — Sledding at Shipman’s Hill

8. Vacation 18. Confirmation Classes

9. Servant Leaders of the Year 19. Backflow issue with city of Alpena

10. AARP 20. Women’s retreat
Ministry Issues Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan
Counseling 44 81 65 51 57 69
Visitation 250 350 102 215 221 225
Synod Issues 5 5 7 5 5 5
Worship Services 22 17 12 16 19 15
Ecumenical 10 6 11 4 3 5
Meetings 146 132 119 102 106 132
Classes 3 7 11 3 10 5
Small Group Events 23 43 44 49 41 35
Miles traveled 1545 839 787 789 439 589
Vacation days 0 0 0 0 10 4
Worship #s 2024 165 148 152 156 253 140
Worship #s 2025 155 165 158 161 265 161
Worship #s 2026 140

FB/Y outube sermon ave 415 415 432 526 554 707



St. Paul Lutheran Church
727 S. Second Ave.
Alpena, Michigan 49707

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. PAUL EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
727 S. SECOND AVE.
ALPENA, MICHIGAN
(OFFICE) (989) 356-1658
SATURDAY EVENING TRADITIONAL WORSHIP AT 5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY LITURGICAL WORSHIP AT 9:00 a.m.
SUNDAY CONTEMPORARY SERVICE AT 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY ¢ 9:00 a.m.. - 4:00 p.m.
E-MAIL ADDRESSES

pastor@stpaul.org
Pastor John Shipman (989) 884-2084

nena@stpaul.org jackie@stpaul.org media@stpaul.org
(920) 279-9657 (989) 356-1658 (989) 356-1658
www.stpaul.org




