
1 Peter 3
1 Peter 3:1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they 
may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives.

Today we uncover one of the most culturally controversial verses in all of the Bible. Throughout history, this text 
has been abused, misunderstood, and even intentionally used to teach that women are inferior to men for the 
purpose of putting them in positions to rule over them. This is tragic, because God has a much deeper, God 
glorifying purpose behind these words.

Context matters

It is important to look at this scripture in light of the overall treatment of women in the Bible. It is radical for 
a 1st century writing to view women as equal to men, but the Bible makes this clear. 

• READ: Galatians 3:27–29 (ESV): For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according 
to promise. 

• ASK: What three categories of equal value in the eyes of God do you see in verses 27-29? (Race, social 
status, male and female)

In the biblical culture, a son would receive an inheritance from his father, but it was counter-cultural for a 
daughter to receive an inheritance. Galatians 3:29 says that women are co-heirs with men to receive the 
inheritance that we have in Christ. Women are of equal value in the eyes of God. This is the context we need 
to consider as we look into what is asked of both men and women in 1 Peter.

• ASK: Peter has been talking about submission. In what other areas of our lives are we called by God 
to be submissive and is this easy for us to do? (Submission to governing authorities. Submission to an 
employer. Submission even when you are suffering unjustly.)

Jesus himself is our example 

READ: 1 Peter 2:21–23 (ESV): For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in 
his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.



READ: 1 Peter 2:24-25 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Jesus submitted to God’s plan so that the gospel would be enacted. 

1 Peter 3:1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, 
they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives.

• ASK: Christian women, how does submitting yourselves to your husband put the Gospel on display? (In 
Ephesians 5:22-32, Paul says that marriage is more about God than it is about us. It is intended to be a 
small display of how God loves and serves the Church and how the church loves and serves God.)

• SAY: This call over you is not a call to diminish you. It is a call of God to his daughters to be a witness to 
the world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Pastor Dean said this week what it means to “submit to your husband as he follows Jesus.”

• ASK: What does this not mean?

• Does not mean you have to do something that is contrary to the scripture.

• Does not mean you have to do something just because he told you to.

Unmarried/Single/Dating women, what does this look like for you? 

(1 Peter 3:1 “Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands...” which means it is not a call for women 
to submit to men in general. You are not called to submit to this single man until he puts a ring on it!)

• ASK: What if you are married to a man who is not following Jesus?

1 Peter 3:1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, 
they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives.

• PRAY: God we pray for women who want to one day be married that you would call their future husband 
to yourself and prepare him to lead well. For those who are married to an unbeliever would you give 
them strength to love and serve him, so that he would be won to you? We ask that you would cause 
those who are married and believe to put you on display well so the world will know you and how good 
you are. 


