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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Next Steps: What’s your next step? Stay informed and connected to ALL the things God is doing in and through
North Ridge Church at https://www.northridgenow.org/.

Project 82: Your community can be a “care community” for children going into foster care. Be a part of Project 82.
Email P82@northridgenow.org for more information.

Base Camp: If you’d like to learn more about North Ridge and ask any questions that you may have, then come
to our next Base Camp! This will be held on Sunday, February 26, 2023 from 10:00-10:45am between services
in the middle building. Registration can be found here: https://northridgenow.org/basecamp

SYMBIS: SYMBIS applies to couples at any stage in the marriage timeline, and is an opportunity to grow closer,
understand each other more, and see how your marriage can be strengthened. This class will be held on Sunday,
February 26, 2023 from 1:00-5:00pm. Lunch will be provided. There will not be childcare provided. Find out
more and register to attend here. (Please note that there is a $35/couple fee to take the SYMBIS Assessment.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

STUDY GUIDE:

OPENING ICEBREAKER ACTIVITY
How many places have you lived in your life? Go through a list chronologically, if you can. Who in your group has
lived the *least* amount of places? Who has lived in the *most*? Who has lived the furthest away from Asheboro?
How have those experiences shaped you?

GETTING STARTED
What is one thing that impacted you from this past weekend’s sermon? What questions did the sermon bring up
for you? What was a helpful part of the sermon? Father Damien of Molokai, Mother Teresa of Avila, St. Francis of
Assisi and St. Augustine of Hippo all are rooted in particular places. If you were to be a saint, what place would
you be from? Where have you grown your deepest roots? Also, is this question challenging for you? Why or why
not?

DIGGING DEEPER
Read Jeremiah 29:4-12 out loud:

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:
5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and
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daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and
daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I
have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what
the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not
listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent
them,” declares the Lord. 10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will
come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you
will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.

What stands out to you about this passage? What is challenging about this passage?
Do you sometimes feel like an exile in Randolph County? Why or why not? What kinds of things have helped you
forge faith in a culture that’s increasingly indifferent, and sometimes even hostile, towards trusting and being loyal
to Jesus?

Jeremiah 29:11 has been a source of strength and hope for many Christians through the years. Now that you
know the context of this verse (who it’s written to and in what scenario), does that slightly change the meaning for
you? Why or why not?

GETTING PERSONAL
Daniel Grothe, in his book The Power of Place writes: “Those who are willing to lose the freedom of a thousand
different options will find they have everything they need right in front of them.” Do you agree with this? If you’re
honest, right now, what do you feel like you’re “missing” in your life, living here, right now? Take some time to talk
about this. Is it possible everything you need is right in front of you?

WHAT’S NEXT
We talked this weekend about being “All in, here to stay.” What might it look like for you personally to take one
step further into the life of this church family, towards belonging and serving? Is there something preventing you
from being all-in? How can the group help?

CLOSING PRAYER
As you close, pray the words given by the LORD to the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29:7. “Seek the peace and
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too
will prosper.” Pray that your group would be people who partner with God to build the Kingdom, right here in
Asheboro, as it is in Heaven. Then, close by saying the Lord’s Prayer together.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Resources:

• RightNow Media: Find an unending supply of resources by signing up for a FREE RightNow Media account.
Contact discipleship@northridgenow.org for your free login.
(Note: You'll need to login or create an account to view RightNow Media content.)

• Practicing the Way: Details on the Practicing the Way of Jesus together are available at
https://www.northridgenow.org/mission-values.
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