
advent  devotional



 



Advent is a time of preparation in the four weeks before we

celebrate the birth of Christ. The word “Advent” is derived from

the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a

translation of the Greek word parousia from verses such as 1

Thessalonians 5:23:

"Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and

may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."
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In 2022 our Advent season will be an invitation for you to stop, look, and pay attention.

To behold is (1) to perceive through sight or apprehension, (2) to gaze upon, (3) to call

attention or (4) to see or observe someone or something, especially of remarkable or

impressive nature. 

In the Old Testament, behold translates the demonstrative particle ִהּנֵה which occurs

841 times. This particle is often used after verbs of seeing or discovering, making the

narrative graphic and vivid, and enabling the reader to enter into the surprise or

satisfaction of the speaker or actor concerned.

"And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was

very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the

sixth day." (Genesis 1:31)

Behold is also used with reference to the past or present. It points generally to some

truth either newly asserted, or newly recognized

"Then they told Saul, Behold, the people are sinning against the LORD by eating

with the blood.  And he said, You have dealt treacherously; roll a great stone to

me here. " (1 Samuel 14:33)

Behold can also be used with reference to the future, to serve to introduce a solemn

or important declaration

"But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you;

behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will

visit their sin upon them." (Exodus 32:34)

B E H O L D



In the New Testament, "behold” or "see” translates the interjection íde 28 times. This

interjection comes from the Greek word word eídō which means "to know, see.”

Sometimes it is means “Be sure to see”, i.e. Don’t miss this! It is an observable,

objective fact!

"The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, Behold, the Lamb

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29)

Behold also translated the Greek word horáō, a verb meaning to see, perceive,

attend to. This Greek word is used 681 time and in certain forms it can be a command

‘similar to "pay attention to this,”

"But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not

fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her

is from the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 1:20)

Understanding behold is important because when we focus on what Scripture calls our

attention to we learn about who God is and who He says we are.
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Understanding behold is important because when we focus on what Scripture calls our

attention to we learn about who God is and who He says we are.

What we learn about God 

We learn about his His compassion and mercy:

 

"Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast.cYou have heard of

the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the

Lord is compassionate and merciful."  (James 5:11)

 

"But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you;

behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will

visit their sin upon them." (Exodus 32:34)

We learn that He is omnipresent:

"If I ascend to heaven, You are there; 

If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there."  (Psalm 139:8)

We learn about His kindness in the adoption of Gentiles into the body:

 " Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but

to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His

kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off."  (Romans 11:22)
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We learn that He provided a way to redeem creation:

"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,

when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah."  (Jeremiah 31:31)

"But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than

the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better

promises." (Hebrews 8:6)

We learn about Jesus’ return:

"Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him,

 even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of

him. Even so. Amen." (Rev 1:7)

 

"And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Behold, the

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. " (Rev 21:3)

 

 He will establish justice:

 "Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with

me, to repay each one for what he has done." (Rev 22:12)

 

"He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former

things have passed away." (Rev 21:4)
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What we learn about humanity

We fell from relationship with God:

"Then the LORD God said,“Behold, the man has

become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach 

out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever." (Gen 3:22)

We have sinned and were guilty:

 

"O LORD God of Israel, You are righteous, for we have been left an escaped

remnant, as it is this day; behold, we are before You in our guilt, for no one can

stand before You because of this." (Ezra 9:15)

 "But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD,

 and be sure your sin will find you out."  (Numbers 32:23)

 

We are made new in Christ and are to act different than the world: 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old

has passed away; behold, the new has come." (2 Cor 5:17)

 

"Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged;

behold, the Judge is standing at the door." (James 5:9)
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We are called to honor God with all that we do:

 

"Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find

enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life

that God has given him, for this is his lot. Everyone also to whom God has given

wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in

his toil—this is the gift of God." (Ecc 5:18-19)

 

We are being sanctified:

 

"But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 

are being transformed into the same image from

glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit." (2 Cor 3:18)

 

We should be waiting for Jesus’ return:

 

"Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, 

keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked 

and be seen exposed!" (Rev 16:15)

 

All things will be made new:

"And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold,

I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these 

words are trustworthy and true." (Rev 21:5)
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Week 1 of Advent



"Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!"

 Psalm 80:3

The Old Testament is full of God’s faithful people calling out for deliverance of all types —

from armies, from sickness, and from their own human tendency toward sin. Restore us,”

they cry, help us” they plead. Yet, the appointed time had not come. 

 

Isaiah calls out "Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,” pleading with the

Father to intervene. And in His perfect timing, He does. Jesus emptied Himself, took on the

form of a servant, and was born human. The appointed time had come. 

 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

2 Corinthians 6:2b

 

The world is caught in its sin, each person destined for hell apart from Jesus. When we were

saved, each one of us in our ways called out, knowing that we could not save ourselves from

our sinfulness. We asked for deliverance from our sins and for a healing of our relationship

with our Savior. We cried out "shall we be saved?" and the answer is yes because of the work

of Jesus on the cross. 

 

"Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?"

 Isaiah 64:5 

 

 

This week, let us reflect on the meaning of Advent. We are celebrating the season of our

Savior's birth, the moment when the appointed time had come, the favorable season had

arrived. Behold, our long-awaited Messiah is here to deliver us from our sin.  

 

W E E K  1  O F  A D V E N T



 

 

 

 

Week 2 of Advent



W E E K  2  O F  A D V E N T

 

Hebrews 8 warns us about limitations of the Law and gives us the good news that Jesus has

inaugurated a new covenant, one enacted on better promises. The author quotes Jeremiah 31

which calls us to "Behold, the days are coming declares the Lord, when I will establish a

new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah." 

 

Among the prophets, including Jeremiah, the frequent reminder was that God does not desire

empty sacrifice and offerings and that He despised their feasts and festivals. Psalm 80:6 says

"In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted. . . burnt offering and sin offering you

have not required."  God hated these things because the people’s hearts were not turned

towards Him. In fact, Jeremiah calls the heart "deceitful above all things, and desperately

sick (17:9).” 

Last week we reflected on the appointed time coming to pass and this week we reflect on

what happened in that favorable season. The Father promised a new covenant, one which

would gives us a new heart. This is where the law would be written in the new covenant, the

covenant that Jesus mediates even today. 

The remainder of our Jeremiah passage for this week reminds us of the promises attached to

our new heart and the new covenant. The promise from God is "I will be their God, and

they shall be my people (31:33) and that He "will forgive their iniquity and . . . will

remember their sin no more (31:34)."

This week, let us reflect on and pay attention to the beauty of the new covenant that we live

under, with Jesus as our meditator. The favorable time promised to us in the Old Testament

is not just Jesus' birth but ALL of the work He did on our behalf to reconcile us to the Father

once and for all.  This is not a reality to be taken likely, but with true fear of the Lord. Ask the

Holy Spirit to reveal where you are not taking all of Jesus' work on your behalf truly to heart.  

 





 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 of Advent



This week of Advent, we are focusing on a set of passages that reflect on God dwelling with

us. The promise of the prophet Zechariah was "Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for

behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the Lord. And many nations shall

join themselves to the Lord in that day, and shall be my people. And I will dwell in your

midst, and you shall know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you (2: 10-11)."

So, it is not surprising to see the Gospel of John describe Jesus this way:

 

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth (1:14)."

Likewise, John writes in his letter 1 John that "that which was from the beginning . . . the life

was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the

eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us . . .  we are writing

these things so our joy may be made complete" (1,2, 4)

If you remember back to our introduction on "Behold" you will remember that it often signals

to believers that we are called to live differently in light of what we see and hear in the

Gospel. 

When Jesus came and dwelt among us, He brought light that the darkness could not

overcome. 

"The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world."

John 1:9

W E E K  3  O F  A D V E N T



We are called to "behold" Christ among us and walk in the light as He is in the light.

 "If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not

practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship

with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin." 

1 John 1: 5-7 

This week, let us cry out for conviction of the ways we walk in the darkness and ask the Lord

to guide us in wisdom, that we might walk in the light for the remainder of our days. 

"Teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. Satisfy us in the

morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days." 

Psalm 90: 12,14

W E E K  3  O F  A D V E N T





 

 

 

 

Week 4 of Advent



Last week’s passages reflected on our need to pay attention the fact that God is with us.

Several passages described it as him dwelling with us but Isaiah 7:14 gives us the specific

promise regarding our Savior "Behold, the virgin shall conceive a son and shall call his

name Immanuel"which is quoted in the description of Jesus’ birth in Matthew 1:18-25. 

We might feel like the Psalmist in Psalm 2 "Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in

vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,

against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and

cast away their cords from us (2:1-3)” but pay attention! God is with us and “Blessed are

all who take refuge in him (Psalm 2:12d).”

The nations may rage but Romans encourages us that . . . "through (Him) we have received

grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name

among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ (1:5)." 

Obedience  is to hear God, believe what He has said, and act according to what God has

said. In fact, it was because of Abraham’s obedience that the God promised that all the

nations of the world would be blessed. Through the Son who dwelt with us and His obedience

on the cross, we are promised that we might have refuge in Him. This week, let us reflect on

the remainder of Psalm 2 where we are promised that the Son will come, dwell among us, and

will work mightily among the nations. 

"The Lord said to me, You are my Son;

 today I have begotten you.

 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,

 and the ends of the earth your possession.

 You shall break them with a rod of iron

 and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel."

Psalm 2:7-9 

 

W E E K  4  O F  A D V E N T



 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve



C H R I S T M A S  E V E

Titus tells us that Jesus appeared in the goodness and loving kindness of God. Likewise, Luke 1

records Zechariah prophesying, describing the Lord’s tender mercy.

"But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us,

not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by

the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us

richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might

become heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus 3:4-7).

It was in His great mercy and His perfect timing and will that Jesus was born at exactly the

right time and in the right place. Those who had been set as watchman, waiting for the day

that the promise was fulfilled, could now rejoice, saying "let the heavens be glad, and let the

earth rejoice (Psalm 96:11).”Titus also gives us a specific reason to rejoice, for we are saved

on the basis of His works, not our own, and as a result of the work of the regeneration of the

Holy Spirit. We truly see the new covenant at work here -- we do not work for our salvation

for we have a mediator of a better covenant (Hebrews 8).  

Our charge this Advent season is to "declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous

works among all the peoples (Psalm 96:3)." Our Father is a tender and merciful Father who

has provided His Son in our place to pay for our sins. We can declare how richly we are

blessed by His grace and the promise of our eternal life.

"Behold, the Lord has proclaimed

    to the end of the earth:

Say to the daughter of Zion,

    “Behold, your salvation comes;

behold, his reward is with him,

    and his recompense before him.”

Isaiah 62:11 





 

 

 

 

 

Christmas
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon

his shoulder, and his name shall be called, 

Wonderful Counselor,

 Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace 

Isaiah 9:6

 

Galatians 4:6 tells us that “when the fullness of time had come”that Jesus was sent

forth to be born under the law that He might redeem us and offer us adoption as

sons. Behold! The Father promised that a Messiah would come, one that would deliver

us from our wicked and evil ways and one who change our hearts. The promises were

numerous, they were plentiful, and today we celebrate that it was a promise kept.

Today we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

"Oh sing to the Lord a new song,

    for he has done marvelous things!

His right hand and his holy arm

    have worked salvation for him.

The Lord has made known his salvation;

    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations."

Psalm 98: 1-2 
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