


 



We are so excited that you have picked up this Prayer Guide as we prepare for the 
Festival of Hope, March 26-27, 2023. We live in a culture that is becoming more worldly 
each year. Pastor Erik’s desire for this event is to honor and lift up the name of our 
Father and Savior, that we will stand up and be a light in a dark world, and that we will 
pray that God will move and change lives.

When we pray in faith and abide in Him, God promises to hear us (1 John 5:14) and 
grant our requests (John 15:7; Mark 11:24).  We can go before His throne with 
confidence and without fear so that we may receive mercy and receive help in time of 
need (Hebrews 4:16). When His power is at work in us, He is able to do immeasurably 
more than we ask or think according to His power at work in us (Ephesians 3:20)!

We hope this guide helps remind you and your family to pray for the Festival of Hope 
daily. Our hope is that we will look back on the Festival of Hope and be amazed at what 
God accomplished through the prayers of His people.

Thank you for praying with us for this event. We are excited to see how God moves!

The Village Church Prayer Tea



WAYS TO PRAY


• USE THE PRAYER GUIDE INDIVIDUALLY, AS A COUPLE, AND WITH YOUR FAMILY


Put the guide in a visible place where you are reminded to pray daily. If you have a 
spouse and/or children, remember to include them in praying. Find the best time in your 
day for you and your family to pray, then commit to doing this for the next 15 days. Some 
people set an alarm on their phone to pray at a certain time each day! You may also see 
a digital copy of this prayer guide at https://www.blythewoodvillage.com/festival-of-hope 
or the Village Church app under the Festival of Hope navigation tab.

• DRIVE-BY PRAYERS


We want to encourage you to pray every time you pass the church and the Farm at 
Ridgeway, and as you drive through your neighborhood and by other neighborhoods.

• FESTIVAL OF HOPE CANVASSING


Saturday, March 18th will be an outreach day for the neighborhoods of Blythewood and 
surrounding communities. We will need volunteers to join us as we hand out material 
promoting the Festival of Hope and praying for the people in these neighborhoods.

• SPECIAL PRAYER TIME AT THE FARM A WEEK BEFORE THE EVENT


On Sunday, March 19th, we will meet at The Farm at Ridgeway at 12:00 noon to pray 
over the grounds. We will submit our commitment cards with the names of people we 
have or will invite and pray for them to come and be moved by the Holy Spirit to respond 
to God’s call.

• FAST AND PRAY WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22ND- FRIDAY, MARCH 24TH


Our church staff and prayer team are committing to fast the week before the event from 
Wednesday, March 22nd through Friday, March 24th. We see many accounts in the Bible 
where people come before the Lord corporately and individually asking Him to move in a 
mighty way with both prayer and fasting. You can select the type of fast and length of 
your fast as we seek to hunger God more than food. Use the time spent on food 
preparation and eating to focus on prayer.

For more information on fasting, visit https://www.blythewoodvillage.com/festival-of-
hope, the Village Church app (in all app stores), or scan this QR code.

http://www.blythewoodprayer.com/____
http://www.blythewoodvillage.com/_____
http://www.blythewoodvillage.com/_____


PRAYER POINTS 

Day 1


PRAISE


Prayer should always start with praise. Today, praise the Lord for all the attributes you can think of 
that He has shown in your life and call Him by His many names (ex. Father, Healer, Redeemer, 

Savior, Life-giver). Below is a sample prayer if you need help.

Lord, You are the King of Kings and Lord of Lords whose grace, mercy, and favor never end. 
You are the Great Physician, the Rock of our Salvation, Prince of Peace, and the Great I Am. 
We lift Your name high, for it is the name above all names! All glory, and honor, and praise to 

You. Let all who come to the Festival of Hope discover Your greatness. Amen.

1 Chronicles 29:11-13 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the 
majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and You are 
exalted as head over all. Both riches and honor come from You, and You reign over all. In Your hand 

is power and might; In Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. Now therefore, our 
God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name.

Day 2


REPENTANCE


Lord, all through Your Word we see that repentance from sin is the fuel to light the flame for 
revival. Forgive us of our sins against you. Sin is anything we do, say or think that goes 

against what You say. Our sin goes against a perfect, holy God, yet you still choose to love us 
and forgive us when we confess our sins before you. We pray for a revival of hope for our 
community through this event. Let our hearts be pure before you so that there will be no 

hindrance to Your Spirit. We pray that we will see hearts and lives healed, families restored, 
and a renewal of hope in our communities, our state, and our nation.

(Right now take the time to confess any sin that may stand between you and God. Also ask Him to 
search your heart and see if there may be any sin of which you are unaware. Ask him to forgive you 

of that sin knowing that as 1 John 1:9 says “He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us of all unrighteousness.” Thank Him for His great love and forgiveness.)

Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.

2 Chronicles 7:14  If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their 

sin and will heal their land.

Proverbs 28:13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and 
renounces them finds mercy.

I Peter 1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance…



Day 3


PRAYER FOR TRUST AND WISDOM


Lord, I come to You today aware of the way(s) that our nation and world has turned away 
from Your truth. Help me and all who attend this event to cling to the hope that You alone are 
in control of the times and seasons. You are sovereign over every ruler and decision that they 

make. I pray for wisdom and revelation to know You better and to rest in the peace that You 
are sovereign over all.

Daniel 2:20-22 Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are His. 
He changes times and seasons; He sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise 

and knowledge to the discerning. He reveals deep and hidden things; He knows what lies in 
darkness, and light dwells with Him.

1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore, be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.

Ephesians 6:18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this 
end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints.

Ephesians 1:17-18 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better. I pray that the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the 

riches of His glorious inheritance in His holy people, 

Day 4


PRAYER FOR STRENGTH AND COURAGE


Father, nothing is too hard for You! Draw me close as I bring You all my needs and desires. I 
invite You into every situation in my life. When I feel powerless and defeated remind me that 

you are bigger than my fears. Thank you that You go before me, walk beside me, and 
surround me with your protection and guidance. Help me remember that you have a plan and 
a purpose for my life. Today, give me the strength and courage to keep my focus on You and 

not the problems that may surround me.

1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

Jeremiah 32:17 Almighty Lord, you made heaven and earth by your great strength and powerful arm. 
Nothing is too hard for you.

2 Samuel 22:33–34 God arms me with strength, His perfect way sets me free. He makes my feet like 
those of a deer and gives me sure footing on high places.



Day 5 

PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILIES, FRIENDS, CO-WORKERS, AND NEIGHBORS


God, we pray for our families, friends, co-workers, and neighbors. Show us who to invite to 
the Festival of Hope. Give us boldness to share the gospel, lead people to You, and build 

relationships with those who need Jesus. Use the advertising, neighborhood canvassing, and 
personal invitations to draw people to attend the Festival of Hope. Draw them to Yourself – 

children, youth, and adults.

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.

John 12:32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to Myself.

Day 6


PRAYER FOR HIS LIGHT TO SHINE THROUGH US

Lord, You are the light in the darkness and we are the vessels you use to shine your light to 
others. Help me stay in your Word and be diligent in communication with You through prayer 

so that my light can shine brightly for others. Let Your light shine in me, not so others can 
see me, but so that they will look to You, the one who brings light to the darkness. You are 

the Light of the World and in You, we can be free from walking in darkness.

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Isaiah 9:2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned.

Day 7


PRAYER FOR SAFETY AT THE FESTIVAL OF HOPE


Father, We pray for safety and protection for all attendees, volunteers, vendors, and church 
staff at the event. We pray that Your mighty hand of protection would be over the entire event 

from the planning, to the set up, and throughout the event.

Psalm 91:9-10a Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—the Most High, who is 
my refuge, no evil shall be allowed to befall you.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2525205:16&version=NIV


Day 8


PRAYER FOR GOING “ALL IN”

Lord, help me see that there is a spiritual battle waging between good and evil. Satan doesn’t 
want this event to happen.  Our battle is not of flesh and blood but against the rulers, 

authorities, and powers of darkness. Help my eyes to be focused on righteousness, help my 
heart to hear the conviction of the Holy Spirit, and help my lips to speak the truth even when 
it isn’t the popular opinion.  Help me individually and Village Church to not be satisfied with 
“sitting on the sidelines,” but to be willing to “get in the game.” Use the Festival of Hope to 

awaken those who live in apathy to be alive in Christ and go “all in” with You.

Luke 14:26-28a If you want to be My disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your 
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you 

cannot be My disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and follow Me, you cannot be My 
disciple.  But don’t begin until you count the cost.

Revelation 3:15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or 
hot.

Romans 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given us, let us use them…in 
proportion to our faith.

Day 9


PRAYER FOR PASTOR ERIK AND WORSHIP TEAM

Lord, we pray for Erik, the worship team, and anyone who speaks. May the Holy Spirit speak 
through them and lead us into true worship that is focused on You as the center and not 

ourselves. May they lift You up above all else as they remember we are simply vessels used 
for Your glory.

Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.



Day 10


PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN 

Jesus, You took children in your arms and blessed them, reminding those standing around 
not to despise them because their angels in heaven always see the Father’s face. They are 
precious to You and to us. Equip the volunteers with the children at the Festival of Hope to 

teach them about You and draw these children close to You, so their peace will be great.  
Mark 10:14-16 He said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom 

of God like a little child will never enter it.” And He took the children in his arms, placed His hands on 
them and blessed them.

Isaiah 54:13 All your children will be taught by the LORD, and great will be their peace.

Proverbs 22:6 Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not 
turn from it.

Matthew 18:10 See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in 
heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.

Day 11


PRAYER FOR TRUTH 
Father, in a world that is on a fast track to conform to principles and practices that are 

contrary to Your Word, we pray that You open the eyes of those being deceived and that we 
as your people will be on guard as to not be deceived. Let truth be clearly understood at the 

Festival of Hope.
1 Peter 5:8-9  Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the 

family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

Day 12


PRAYER TO BE FILLED WITH  LOVE


Father, I praise You for providing Your love as my foundation. This is a love I can grow into 
and sink into. It is a love that will forever change me. Fill me with Yourself as Your love 

nourishes my soul. Let Your love in all of us be evident to others.

Ephesians 3:17–18 I also pray that love may be the ground into which you sink your roots and on 
which you have your foundation. This way, with all of God’s people you will be able to understand 

how wide, long, high, and deep His love is.



Day 13


PRAYER FOR FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT


Jesus, I thank You for Your Holy Spirit that lives inside of each believer. I pray that daily I 
would choose to follow the guidance and leading of Your Spirit inside me so that my life 
produces the fruit of the Spirit which are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. May I daily dwell in Your presence for the rest of 
my life.

John 15:4 Live in Me, and I will live in you. A branch cannot produce any fruit by itself. It has to stay 
attached to the vine. In the same way, you cannot produce fruit unless you live in Me.

Day 14


PRAYER FOR VOLUNTEERS

We pray for the First Impressions team in charge of set-up and tear-down, parking, and 
greeting. We pray for the church staff and event committee and all volunteers as they 

implement the plans to make this a successful event. Give them wisdom, creativity, and 
direction from Your Holy Spirit. We pray for the counseling team and the prayer team as they 
minister individually to those who come seeking answers that only come from You. Prepare 
the hearts of each volunteer that Your love would shine through them and Your presence be 

evident in every aspect of this event.

Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with 
My eye upon you.



Day 15


PRAYER FOR SALVATION

Father, during this Festival of Hope, may each one of us and each one who attends settle in 
our hearts and minds for sure we/they have a solid foundation built on a relationship with 

You. We know that the only way to heaven is through Jesus. We pray for those that come and 
do not have a relationship with You, that You would even now begin to stir in their hearts and 

soften their hearts. We pray for lives to be changed and hearts to be given to You during 
these two nights. We pray for Your salvation to come!

1 Peter 1:3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy He has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 

an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you…

Titus 2:13 …while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ…

Continue to be in prayer for the Village Church staff, Festival of Hope team, and all those taking part 
in this event. Pray that God would continue to use you and place you in an area to serve at the 

Festival of Hope and Village Church



Fas/ng 
"And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications,  

with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: And I prayed unto the Lord God,  
and made my confession... "  Daniel 9:34 

Fasting is a Biblical practice and accompanied with a burden and desire to draw closer to 
God and seek Him for His will and for His Kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. It is 
an avenue by which we come to see the power of God manifested in our lives, homes, jobs, 
church, and cities. Fasting coupled with prayer has brought answers, direction, and 
protection from God through the ages. (1 Sam. 1:6-8, 17-18; Nehemiah 1:4; 9:1-3; Daniel 
9:3,20; Joel 2:12; Jonah 3:8; Luke 2:37; Acts 9:9,11; 10:30; 13:2; 14:23; 1 Cor. 7:5)

Biblical fasting means eliminating all food or certain food groups.

Fasting is an extremely valuable and important facet of the Christian life; but it is not an 
automatic formula for "getting what we want" from God.  (Jeremiah 14:12 "When they fast, I 
will not hear their cry ..."; 2 Samuel 12:15-23 David's son died anyway; 1 Samuel 15:22 
Obedience is better than sacrifice; Jeremiah 14:12 There was no repentance.) Fasting is of 
no spiritual value without the attitude of a heart sincerely seeking Him. 

Fasting is presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1), and births prayer 
from a position of dependence on God instead of dependence on ourselves. Paul taught 
believers to crucify their flesh so that they might walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:24-25).

Jesus said, “when you fast,” not “IF you fast” (Matthew 6:16-18). He assumed we would be 
fasting and have a lifestyle that includes fasting. 

What can you expect physically? Hunger. Your mindset will determine how you approach 
fasting because you WILL get hungry. If you have determined this will be a time of desiring 
God more than food, you will be able to push through the food hunger to focus on hungering 
for God. 

Fasting is cleansing and healing for the body. Your body will begin to release toxins and cell 
renewal takes place. This may cause symptoms such as headaches, nausea, shakes, 
anxiety, etc. These symptoms are signs of your body being cleansed. Consult with your 
physician if you have health conditions before fasting. 

When we fast individually, Jesus says to fast in humility and secrecy to avoid the pride that 
may arise when we let others know (Matt. 6:16-18; Luke 18:9-14). 

When a corporate fast is called, everyone in that congregation knows; therefore, it can be 
discussed among those fasting. You may need to let others outside that congregation know 
you are fasting also if it affects your participation in an activity and you need to give an 
explanation.

A lifestyle that includes regular fasting not only cleanses and heals our body, but also 
deepens our dependence on God and produces humility before God so that He may work in 
our lives to accomplish His ministry to us and the oppressed, hungry, poor, sick, and sinful 
(Isaiah 58).



Reasons for fas/ng in the Bible 
• Intercession for the people of God (Ex. 24:18; Deuteronomy 9:8-9, 12-20, 23-27; 1 Samuel 

7:5-6; Esther 4:16; Ezra 10:6; Dan. 9:3; Joel 2:12-14,17-8; Jonah 3:5-10)

• Humbling and chastening of oneself (1 Kings 21:27-29; Psalms 35:13, 69:10)

• Seeking the Lord and His way (Judges 20:26-28; 2 Chronicles 20:3; Ezra 8:21-23)

• Repentance and confession of sin (1 Samuel 7:6; 1 Kings 21:27-29; Ezra 10:6; Nehemiah 
1:4-7, 9:1-3; Jeremiah 36:6-10; Daniel 9:3-5, 20; Jonah 3:5-10)

• Receiving healing (1 Samuel 1:18; Acts 9:9,17-19)

• Petitioning God to withhold His hand of judgment (Deut. 9:18,25; Is. 58:9)

• Preparation to receive word from God (Deut. 9:18,25; Is. 58:9)

• Spiritual deliverance (Is. 58:6; Mark 9:29)

• Seeking assistance in time of fear (2 Chronicles 20:3)

• Seeking protection and deliverance (Ezra 8:21-23; Acts 27:33-34)

• Ordination of elders and commissioning of apostles to ministry (Acts 13:3; 14:23)

• Mourning bad news, death, or the sins of the Israelites (Esther 4:3,16; Ezra 10:1-6; 2 Samuel 
1:12, 3:35)

Types of Fasts 
• No food or water (Esther 4:16; Deut. 9:9,18; Ezra 10:6; Acts 9:9, 27:33)

• Water only

• Juice

• One day (1 Sam. 7:6; 2 Samuel 1:12; 3:35; Judges 20:26)

• Three days and three nights (Esther 4:16; Acts 9:9, 17-19)

• Seven days (1 Sam. 31:13; 12:16-23)

• Fourteen days (Acts 27:33-34)

• Twenty-one days (Daniel 10:3-13)

• Forty days (Moses: Exodus 24:18; 34:38; Deut. 9:9, 18, 25-29; 10:10; Elijah: 1 Kings 19:8; 
Jesus: Matthew 4:2)

• Daniel’s ten-day fast (grains, beans, vegetables, and water only) (Dan. 1:12) 

• Daniel’s twenty-one-day fast (do not eat bread, desserts, juices, or meat) (Dan. 10:3)



• Corporate fasts: (1 Sam. 7:5-6; 2 Chronicles 20:3; Esther 4:16; Ezra 8:21-23; Nehemiah 
9:1-3; Joel 2:15-16; Jonah 3:5-10; Acts 27:33-3)

• Individual fasts (2 Sam. 12:15-16, 22-23; 1 Kings 21:27-29; Neh. 1:3; Psalms 35:13; Dan. 
9:3; Luke 2:36-27; Acts 9:9)

Fas/ng Tips 
• Determine your motive for fasting

• Determine what type of fast and the length of the fast you would like to do

• Begin your fast with a time of repentance. Pray Psalm 51 and ask God to cleanse 
you of any secret faults and wrong motives. Ask the Lord to establish a pure motive 
in your heart. Entreat the Lord for His grace to fast and for a humble heart to hear His 
voice.

• Put aside time for prayer and Bible reading. You can use the time when you would 
normally be preparing food and eating.

• Choose a passage(s) to pray and meditate on.

• Drink lots of water

• Vegetable broths, honey with lemon, and herbal teas can help give energy and stave 
off hunger.

• To do a 24-hour fast, some find it easier to start the fast after dinner the first day until 
dinner the next day. 

• To lessen the craving of foods, limit sugary food and drinks, high glycemic foods, 
processed foods, and heavy foods prior to fasting. The more you consume these, the 
more you crave them.

• The most important thing is to start. The Lord will help you learn as you fast.

Some of the content above is taken from “Teach Us to Fast and Pray” by Kim Johnson and “Fasting: 
A Study in the Scriptures” by Diane S. Dew.






