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VISION

Bring Hope to all people by
inspiring them to desire a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ

Mission

Invite
Invest
Involve
Increase



Message from Pastor Billy

“Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” These
are words spoken by Jesus to God the Father and they
reflect a desire for the values and perfection of
heaven to be reflected in life and actions here on
earth. It is a prayer that God's will, which is perfectly
obeyed in heaven, would be carried out on earth by
God’s people, particularly the church. The purpose
behind this is that through the church the gospel
would be proclaimed to a world devoid of heavenly
characteristics. As a result, the great chasm that
separates sinful people from a holy God would be
removed and God’s presence could once again be
experienced.

As we prepare ourselves for this year long journey
through the two books written by Luke, my prayer is
that you would once again see, feel, and experience
the presence of God in your life. Also, that we would
experience this corporately as a church so that
ultimately the entire community would experience
heaven on earth. This happens when we see lost
people saved and saved people discipled.

Soli Deo Gloria,
Billy Stephens




“For the Son of Man came to seek

and to save the lost.”

Luke 19:10

As we continue this series, we want
to challenge you. Let’s be thinking
about who is lost in our community.

Who’s Your

QNE




Prayer for My ONE

Heavenly Father,

Your Word teaches us to pray, “Your will be done on
Earth as itis in heaven.” Lord, | come before You
today asking that Your heavenly will would be done
in the life of .
You created them, You know them, and You love them
more than | ever could. | pray that Your presence
would surround them, soften their heart, and open
their eyes to the truth of the gospel. Remove the
barriers that keep them from knowing You. Draw
them to repentance, to salvation, and to a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.

Use me, Lord, as Your vessel. Let my words, actions,
and love reflect heaven on Earth so that

might see You through me. Give
me boldness to invite them, wisdom to speak truth in
love, and perseverance to pray without ceasing.

As You work in their life, also work in mine. Renew my
faith, deepen my obedience, and fill me with Your
Spirit so that together, as Your church, we would see
lost people saved and saved people discipled — a
true reflection of heaven meeting earth.

In the mighty name of Jesus,
Amen.




6-13

O
i
)
=
=)
-l

Speaker: Date:

So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said
to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ s He said,

‘A hundred measuresiq of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your
bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ ;Then he said to

another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred
measuresp) of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and

write eighty.’ s The master commended the dishonest
manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this worldc

are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
the sons of light. s And | tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, g so that
when it fails they may receive you into the eternal
dwellings.

10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in
much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also
dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in
the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that which is
another's, who will give you that which is your own? 1sNo
servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2016&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25618a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2016&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25619b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2016&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25620c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2016&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25621d

You Cannot Serve Two Masters
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11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along
between Samaria and Galilee. ;;And as he
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who
stood at a distance j;z;and lifted up their voices,
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”
14When he saw them he said to them, “Go and
show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went
they were cleansed. ;sThen one of them, when he
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising
God with a loud voice; ;sand he fell on his face at
Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a
Samaritan. ;;Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten
cleansed? Where are the nine? ;sWas no one
found to return and give praise to God except
this foreigner?” ;3And he said to him, “Rise and
go your way; your faith has made you well.”




Where Are the Nine?
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oHe also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and treated
others with contempt: ;0“Two men went up into the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. ;;The Pharisee, standing by himself,
prayed thus: ‘God, | thank you that | am not like
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector. ;I fast twice a week; |
give tithes of all that | get.” ;3But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!?” 1, tell you, this man
went down to his house justified, rather than the
other. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted.”




Persistant Faith
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1He entered Jericho and was passing through. ;And
behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a
chief tax collector and was rich. ;And he was seeking
to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he
could not, because he was small in stature. ;,So he ran
on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see
him, for he was about to pass that way. ;And when
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for | must
stay at your house today.” sSo he hurried and came
down and received him joyfully. ;And when they saw
it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest
of a man who is a sinner.” ;And Zacchaeus stood and
said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods |
give to the poor. And if | have defrauded anyone of
anything, | restore it fourfold.” ;And Jesus said to
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since
he also is a son of Abraham. oFor the Son of Man
came to seek and to save the lost.”




Salvation Comes To This House
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10ne day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the

temple and preaching the gospel, the chief priests
and the scribes with the elders came up and said to
him, “Tell us by what authority you do these things, or
who it is that gave you this authority.” ;He answered
them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me,
swas the baptism of John from heaven or from man?”
sAnd they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not
believe him?’ ;But if we say, ‘From man,’ all the
people will stone us to death, for they are convinced
that John was a prophet.” ;So they answered that
they did not know where it came from. ;And Jesus
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority
I do these things.”




Authority Problem
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13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness.

34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
cares of this life, and that day come upon you

suddenly like a trap.




This Is Your Opportunity




Speaker: Date:

While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and
the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading
them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, ssbut Jesus
said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man
with a kiss?” 29 And when those who were around him
saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we
strike with the sword?” so And one of them struck the
servantm of the high priest and cut off his right ear. s
But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his
ear and healed him. s Then Jesus said to the chief
priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had
come out against him, “Have you come out as against
a robber, with swords and clubs? ss When | was with
you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands
on me. But this is your hour, and the power of
darkness.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25905h

Betrayed With A Kiss




Speaker: Date:

411t was now about the sixth hour,es and there was
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, s
sswhile the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the
temple was torn in two. ssThen Jesus, calling out

with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands |
commit my spirit!” And having said this he
breathed his last. s7Now when the centurion saw
what had taken place, he praised God, saying,
“Certainly this man was innocent!” 1s And all the
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crowds that had assembled for this spectacle,
when they saw what had taken place, returned
home beating their breasts. ss And all his
acquaintances and the women who had followed
him from Galilee stood at a distance watching
these things.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2023&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25969e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2023&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25969f

One Thing That Changed Everything




Speaker: Date:

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus
himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace
to you!” 3;,But they were startled and frightened and
thought they saw a spirit. ;sAnd he said to them,
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in
your hearts? 3;See my hands and my feet, that itis |
myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have
flesh and bones as you see that | have.” ,,And when
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet. ;;And while they still disbelieved for joy and
were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything
here to eat?” ,,They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
s3and he took it and ate before them.

«Then he said to them, “These are my words that |
spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” ;sThen he
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
4zand that repentance for the forgiveness of sins
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. ,sYou are witnesses of
these things.




Now What?




o
by
=i
(7]
e
(&)
<

Speaker: Date:

1In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all
that Jesus began to do and teach, ;until the day when
he was taken up, after he had given commands
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. ;He presented himself alive to them after his
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
4/And while staying with them he ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; sfor
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

The Ascension

S0 when they had come together, they asked him,
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?” ;He said to them, “It is not for you to know
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own
authority. sBut you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.”




The Promise
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10And with many other words he bore witness and
continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves
from this crooked generation.” ;;So those who
received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

+2And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. ;35And awe came upon every soul,
and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. ,,And all who believed were
together and had all things in common. 4,;And they
were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
1«6And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their
food with glad and generous hearts, s;praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.




The Church Is Born
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iNow Peter and John were going up to the temple at
the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. ,And a man lame
from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at
the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful
Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple.
sSeeing Peter and John about to go into the temple,
he asked to receive alms. ,And Peter directed his
gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” ;And
he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive
something from them. sBut Peter said, “I have no
silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”
7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up,
and immediately his feet and ankles were made
strong. sAnd leaping up, he stood and began to walk,
and entered the temple with them, walking and
leaping and praising God. ;And all the people saw
him walking and praising God, ;0and recognized him
as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the
temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with
wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him.




In the Name of Jesus
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13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and
John, and perceived that they were uneducated,
common men, they were astonished. And they
recognized that they had been with Jesus. ;,But
seeing the man who was healed standing beside
them, they had nothing to say in opposition. ;sBut
when they had commanded them to leave the
council, they conferred with one another,
1esaying, “What shall we do with these men? For
that a notable sign has been performed through
them is evident to all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. ;;But in order
that it may spread no further among the people,
let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in
this name.” ;3So they called them and charged
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of
Jesus. ;9But Peter and John answered them,
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to
you rather than to God, you must judge, ».for we
cannot but speak of what we have seen and
heard.” ;;And when they had further threatened
them, they let them go, finding no way to punish
them, because of the people, for all were praising
God for what had happened. ,,For the man on
whom this sign of healing was performed was
more than forty years old.




Can’t Stop Talking
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;:But a man named Ananias, with his wife
Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with
his wife’s knowledge he kept back for
himself some of the proceeds and brought
only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’
feet. ;But Peter said, “Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of
the proceeds of the land? ,While it remained
unsold, did it not remain your own? And
after it was sold, was it not at your
disposal? Why is it that you have contrived
this deed in your heart? You have not lied to
man but to God.” sWhen Ananias heard these
words, he fell down and breathed his last.
And great fear came upon all who heard of
it. sThe young men rose and wrapped him up
and carried him out and buried him.




You Can’t Fight God
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1Now in these days when the disciples were
increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists
arose against the Hebrews because their widows
were being neglected in the daily distribution. ; And
the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples
and said, “It is not right that we should give up
preaching the word of God to serve tables.
sTherefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom,
whom we will appoint to this duty. ,But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”
sAnd what they said pleased the whole gathering,
and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. sThese they set before the
apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on
them. ;And the word of God continued to increase,
and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became
obedient to the faith.




Saved People Serve People
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4“Our fathers had the tent of witness in the
wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed
him to make it, according to the pattern that he had
seen. 4,50ur fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua
when they dispossessed the nations that God drove
out before our fathers. So it was until the days of
David, ,swho found favor in the sight of God and
asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.
4«But it was Solomon who built a house for him. ,5Yet
the Most High does not dwell in houses made by
hands, as the prophet says, .s “‘Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will
you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place
of my rest? 5,Did not my hand make all these things?’
51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart
and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your
fathers did, so do you. s;Which of the prophets did
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those
who announced beforehand the coming of the
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and
murdered, s3you who received the law as delivered by
angels and did not keep it.”




Don’t Put Him In A Box
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34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, |
ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself
or about someone else?” ;s Then Philip opened his
mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told
him the good news about Jesus. ;s And as they
were going along the road they came to some
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water!
What prevents me from being baptized?” ;3 And
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both
went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch,
and he baptized him. ;cAnd when they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went
on his way rejoicing. ;oBut Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the
gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.




Scattered And Smothered
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1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest ;and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might
bring them bound to Jerusalem. ;Now as he went
on his way, he approached Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.
4/And falling to the ground, he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?” ;And he said, “Who are you,
Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. ¢But rise and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do.” ;The men who
were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing
the voice but seeing no one. sSaul rose from the
ground, and although his eyes were opened, he
saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. jAnd for three days
he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues




Good Plans
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34S0 Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly |
understand that God shows no partiality, ssbut in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what
is right is acceptable to him. ;c,As for the word that
he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace
through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 3;;you
yourselves know what happened throughout all
Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism
that John proclaimed: ;show God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He
went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. ;sAnd
we are witnesses of all that he did both in the
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree, ,0but God raised
him on the third day and made him to appear, ,not
to all the people but to us who had been chosen by
God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after
he rose from the dead. ,,And he commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one appointed by God to be judge of the living and
the dead. ,3To him all the prophets bear witness
that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”




The Ends Of The Earth
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15As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on
them just as on us at the beginning. sAnd |
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said,
John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ ;If then God
gave the same gift to them as he gave to us
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who
was | that | could stand in God’s way?” ;sWhen
they heard these things they fell silent. And
they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles
also God has granted repentance that leads to
life.”




Let’s Not Get In The Way
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1About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on
some who belonged to the church. ; He killed James
the brother of John with the sword, ; and when he
saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest
Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened
Bread. ; And when he had seized him, he put him in
prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers
to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring
him out to the people. s So Peter was kept in prison,
but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the
church.

20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and
Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and
having persuaded Blastus, the king’s chamberlain,
they asked for peace, because their country
depended on the king’s country for food. ,; On an
appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his
seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to
them. ,; And the people were shouting, “The voice of
a god, and not of a man!” ; Immediately an angel of
the Lord struck him down, because he did not give
God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and
breathed his last. ,, But the word of God increased
and multiplied.




The Word Of God Increased
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	Authority Problem
	Luke 21:13; Luke 21:34
	13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness.
	34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and       cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.

	This Is Your Opportunity
	Luke  22:47-53
	While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant[h] of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”

	Betrayed With A Kiss
	Luke  23:44-49
	44 It was now about the sixth hour,[e] and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour,[f] 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.

	One Thing That Changed Everything
	Luke  24:36-48
	36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!”  37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”  42They gave him a piece of broiled fish,  43and he took it and ate before them.  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,  47and that repentance for  the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.

	Now What?
	Acts 1:1-8
	1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me;  5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with  the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” The Ascension  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

	The Promise
	Acts 2:40-47
	40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

	The Church Is Born
	Acts 3:1-10
	1Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple.  3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms.  4And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.”  5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them.  6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”  7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.  8And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.  9And all the people saw him walking and praising God,  10and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

	In the Name of Jesus
	Acts 4:13-22
	13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.

	Can’t Stop Talking
	Acts 5:1-6
	1But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.

	You Can’t Fight God
	Acts 6:1-7
	1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

	Saved People Serve People
	Acts 7:44-53
	44“Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46who found favor in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.  47But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 49  “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50Did not my hand make all these things?’ 51  “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

	Don’t Put Him In A Box
	Acts 8:34-40
	34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”  38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

	Scattered And Smothered
	Acts 9:1-9
	1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  5And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  6But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues

	Good Plans
	Acts 10:34-43
	34So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all),  37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:  38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree,  40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear,  41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.  43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

	The Ends Of The Earth
	Acts 11:15-18
	15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.  16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’   17If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?”  18When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

	Let’s Not Get In The Way
	Acts 12:1-5; Acts 12:20-24
	1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.
	20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their country depended on the king’s country for food. 21 On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22 And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 24 But the word of God increased and multiplied.
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