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From Your Pastor  
 
     To the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus said, “But an hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. 
Yes, the Father wants such people to worship him. God is spirit and those who 
worship him must worship in Spirit and in truth” (John 4:23, 24). What does it mean 
to worship God in spirit and in truth? As one Bible teacher wrote, “True worship 
must be ‘in spirit,’ that is, engaging the whole heart. Unless there’s a real passion 
for God, there is no worship in spirit. At the same time, worship must be ‘in truth,’ 
that is, properly informed. Unless we have knowledge of the God we worship, 
there is no worship in truth.” I hope that is how we approach God every time we 
worship Him.  

     Notice, Jesus didn’t say the Father wants worshipers who dress up real nice, or 
worship in nice buildings, or worship with a certain type of song, or listen to a    
certain style of sermon. Those things, which we often get hung up on, are         
secondary to our worship. True worship is a matter of our heart, soul, mind and 
strength as we love God with all of those (see Mark 12:30). If those things aren’t 
right, secondary things will not make us better worshipers. The nicest dressed  
person in the fanciest building with the newest technology can be farthest from 
God. Whereas, a half-dressed person in a hut with only his voice can be closest to 
God. Furthermore, worship is a daily walk with God, not just a service one hour a 
week. Our public worship on Sunday should reflect our private worship during the 
week. When we understand worship in that way, the secondary things seem even 
less important.  

     However, those secondary things are not irrelevant to our worship. For         
example, think how difficult it would be to worship God if: you were distracted by 
(excessive heat or cold, an odd odor, an unpleasant smell, a hole in the celling, a 
chair that caused you pain, the quality of the music or speaking was extremely 
bad); you couldn’t hear any of the music or speaking clearly; the worship songs 
were so unfamiliar and strange you couldn’t connect with God; the people you 
were worshiping with were cold and unfriendly; or the worship service started at 3 
am on Thursday. As much as we think a true worshiper should be able to publicly 
worship God anytime, anywhere, and under any circumstances; the reality is that’s 
not true.  

     That’s why we must first focus on what’s most important, worshiping God in 
spirit and in truth, AND focus on the secondary things so there are no hinderances 
to our worship. Praise God our current worship space and services are not bad, or 
distracting to the point we can’t worship! But we should always look for ways to 
improve what we have and what we do so we have more true worshipers with us. 
And that’s exactly why we are considering a sanctuary renovation project. Our 
sanctuary has not had a major renovation in 32 years. We do an excellent job 
maintaining our church campus so that it doesn’t fall into disrepair, but it’s also im-
portant to continue updating it for each generation. Church facilities that are always 
working and updated are inviting to guests and enjoyable for all.  

     Over the last few years, we have done some updates to the fellowship hall, 
playground, nursery, welcome center, education wing and church offices. All of 
these updates have been well received. We want to continue updating by          
renovating the space we use the most and is seen by the most people. The     
sanctuary renovation project began almost a year ago when the Sanctuary     
Committee was formed. The final presentation is now ready for the congregation’s 
approval. Therefore, we will have a special called business meeting on Sunday, 
April 3rd at 10:00 am in the sanctuary. This business meeting will take the place of 
Sunday School that day. Please attend, give your input and vote. God is doing 
great things! 
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YC:    Young Church (6th - 12th) 
BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
SG:    Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
GYL:  God’s Young Ladies  
            (Girls 5th-12th) 
CLC:   Christian Life Center  (behind the  
            main church building) 

Services each Sunday 
 
  9:00a Traditional Worship Service (in CLC) 
10:10a Sunday School  
11:00a Contemporary Worship Service (in CLC) 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

   
1 

 
 
 

2 

 9:45a - YC to 
Galaxy Fun 
Park 

3 
 

Lord’s Supper 
Sunday 

 

12:30p Nursery 
         Volunteer 
         Lunch 

4 5 

 
 
 
7:00p - Choir 
7:45p - Cantata 
            Practice 

6 

 
 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

7 

 
9:00 Mens/
Ladies  
Breakfast @ 
Huddle House 
 

8 

Law Enforcement 
Lunch Prep/Deliv 
 

6-8pm: Easter 
Egg Hunt Set 
Up 

9 

10:00a Cantata 
        Rehearsal 
 
2-5 pm: Easter 
Egg Hunt 

10 
 

 
11:00a Easter  
            Cantata 
 
2:00p WOM  
           

11 

 
 
 
6:00p Deacons 
          Meeting 

12 

 
 
 
7:00p Choir 
 
 

13 

 
 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

14 

 
11:00a-1:00p 
METS Lunch 

15 

 
7:00 pm 
 
 

16 

 
 
 
 

17Happy  

        Easter 
10:00 Resurr. 
      Celebration  
      & Breakfast 
11:00 Easter 
         Service 

18 

 
 
 
 

19 

 
 
7:00p Choir 
 

20 

 
 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 25 

 

26 

 
 
7:00p Choir 
 

27 

 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

28 
 

29 30 
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OBBC NEWS 

 

LORD’S SUPPER & BAPTISM 
Sunday, April 3rd 

 

We will hold the Lord’s Supper at both worship       
services on Sunday, April 3, 2022.  We will also 
have a baptism for  anyone who desires to be   
baptized.  If you are interested in being baptized, 
please contact Pastor Wayne or Pastor Brady by  
Sunday, March 27, 2022. 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING 

April is the month we will be collecting to support the Annie 
Armstrong Easter    Offering.  Annie Armstrong (1850-1938) 

was a bold advocate for missionaries and their work.  She championed missions 
support among Southern Baptist churches and helped create a rich legacy of peo-
ple awakened and responding to God’s call to pray, give, and go.  Since 1895, the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering has empowered Southern Baptists’ missional 
work to reach the U.S., Canada and their territories.  Generation after generation, 
we’ve united to reach people born on our shores and the nations who come here to 
make a new home.  Your gifts support more than 2,200 missionaries and their fam-
ilies, enable hundreds of churches to be planted and thousands of disciples to be 
made.  100% of your offering gifts go directly to the mission field.  Olive Branch’s 
goal is $1,500.  Please pray for the North American Missions.  There are prayer 
guides and envelopes in the Welcome Center and Vestibule. 

EASTER CELEBRATION SERVICES 
 

PALM SUNDAY, April 10th the choir will present the Easter cantata "Because He 
Lives" at a combined 11:00 am worship service.  This will be held in the         
Sanctuary. There will not be a 9:00 am worship service but we will have Sunday 
School at 10:00 am. 

 

We will have a GOOD FRIDAY service Friday, April 15th, at 7:00 PM in the    
Sanctuary.  The service will be a Tenebrae service. Tenebrae (Latin for “shadows” 
or “darkness”) is a solemn observance of Jesus’ passion and death which has 
been practiced by the church since medieval times.  Tenebrae services generally 
occur between Wednesday and Friday of Holy Week. The service marks Jesus’ 
journey to Calvary. It will be a time to remember and reflect on Jesus' crucifixion 
and burial through Scripture readings and music, increasing darkness (as candles 
are extinguished), and silent reflection. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 17th, we will have a combined service beginning with a    
Resurrection Celebration at 10:00 am outside next to the cemetery.  We will sing 
some Easter hymns and have a short devotional. At 10:15 we will have a light 
breakfast in the CLC followed by our Easter Worship Service at 11:00 AM.  There 
will be no Sunday School. You will also be able to have your picture taken to add 
to or update the church directory. 

SPECIAL  
BUSINESS 
MEETING 

 

Sunday, April 3rd, at 
10:00 am, we are 
holding a special 
business meeting in 
the Sanctuary to   
discuss and vote on 
the Sanctuary Reno-
vation project.  This 
will include what   
renovations will be 
made and how we 
will finance them.   
Proxy forms will be 
available if you are 
unable to attend. 
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The Mets  Senior Ministry 
 

Our April Mets lunch will be on Thursday, April 14th, from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm. 
This month we will have a guest speaker from VCU CMH as well as our devotion  
and a tasty lunch.  If you will be joining us, please RSVP by Sunday, April 10th.  

Our third and final trip this Mets year will be on Thursday, April 28, 2022 to the   
Sylvan Heights Bird Park in Scotland Neck, NC.  The cost per person will be $10 
and includes transportation, the park entrance fee, and a picnic lunch.  We will 
have limited seating of 26 people, first come, first service, and the $10 is due when 
you sign up.  Sign-ups will begin at our next Mets meeting on April 14th. 

New OBBC Member 
 

Sunday, March 6, 2022 we welcomed Emily Land as a  member 
of Olive Branch.  Ten year old Emily has been  coming to Olive 
Branch for many years with her family.  She was baptized in    
December by her grandfather, Rev. Joe McDowell at his church 
and is coming to OBBC by statement of faith.  Please welcome 
Emily to the OBBC family! 

OBBC NEWS, CON’t. 

Olive Branch Missions 
LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION 

 
The OBBC Missions Committee is sponsoring a Law Enforcement Appreciation  
project on Friday, April 8th.  We will prepare bagged lunches with "goodies" and  
deliver them to our local police departments in South Hill and La Crosse, and Area 
22 State Troopers.  For several years OBBC has participated in Law Enforcement   
appreciation as one of our Acts of Random Kindness.  Our purpose is to show the 
love of Christ and to let others in our community know that we care about them.  If 
you would like to volunteer to help with this mission, please contact Susie Carroll at 
434-447-7741. 

Easter Gate 
Jesus came to show us how 

To live and love on earth, right now. 
Then he died to erase our sin, 

So the pearly gates would let us in. 
 

Raised from death, Jesus is our guide 
Through our own death to the other side. 

Believe in Jesus, and you’ll be 
Written in the book of eternity. 

 

Easter means, in heaven, life, 
Free from sadness, free from strife. 
If your name is in God’s journal, 

You’re assured of life eternal. 

 

-By Joanna Fuchs 

Sunday School 

 Attendance 

 

 02/27 85 

 03/06 81 

 03/13 72 

 03/20 77 
    

   Average 78.75 
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IMPACT MISSION CAMP - MECKLENBURG COUNTY 

June 26 - July 2, 2022 

Olive Branch will be participating in Impact Mission Camp this summer. This is a 
youth construction mission camp coming to Mecklenburg County this summer!  
Teenagers will be staying at Park View High School while working on 15 houses in 
the county.  We have  9 OBBC students and 5 adults participating.  The cost is 
$150/student and $300/adult.  If you feel led to support one of our students with a 
financial gift you may send a check, or give on-line, to OBBC and designate it for 
an “Impact Student.”  If you would like to contribute to the cost of building supplies 
envelopes are available around the church and you can send it directly to Impact 
Mecklenburg at the Concord Baptist Association.  Make checks payable to Concord 
Baptist  Association. 

YC (Young Church) NEws 

(Grades 6th - 12th) 

ChildrEN’S NEWS 

     Easter Egg Hunt 
             Saturday, April 9th  
            2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
 

April 9, 2022 from 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm we will have our 2022 Easter Egg Hunt at 
OBBC!  There will be games, food, face painting, and crafts in the CLC.  We will  
also have Easter egg hunts, by age groups, outside. All kids up to 5th grade are  
invited to participate.  Bring a friend!! 
 

Volunteers:  We will need volunteers Friday night, April 8 (6pm-8pm) to help set 
up and on Saturday, April 9th during and after the event.  If you would like to help 
with this ministry please sign-up in the Welcome Center.   
 

We are also collecting wrapped candy to fill the Easter eggs (no nuts).  If you would 
like to donate candy please leave it in the designated bins in at the Collection Point 
next to the Welcome Center by Sunday, April 3rd! 

YC TRIP TO GALAXY FUN PARK 
Saturday, April 2nd YC will be going to Galaxy Fun Park in Raleigh, NC.  They will 
leave the church at 9:45 am and return after lunch.  The cost is $30/student and    
includes 2 hours of unlimited rides, trampoline park (& socks), and lunch.  Sign-up 
and pay via Pastor Brady.   

GRADUATION  RECOGNITION 

Sunday, June 5, 2022 

 

We will recognize all the High School, College, and Military graduates on Sunday, 
June 5th.  If you are a graduate, or want to recognize a graduate in your family, 
please submit the  following information to the church office or Pastor Brady by 
May 22nd:  Graduate Name (First/MI/Last); School or Branch of Service; Degree 
and Area of Study; and  which worship service you plan to attend. Also, please  
submit a graduation photo (or equivalent) via email or on a flash drive.  We would 
like high school students to submit 6-12 photos, on a flash drive, spanning across 
birth to your senior year of high.   

YC SERIES ON 

PHILLIPIANS 

 

On Wednesday, April 
6th we will begin a 
new series on the 
book of Philippians.  
Come and find out 
who wrote the book 
and where he was 
when he wrote it! 
Spread the word and 
invite your friends to 
YC on Wednesday 
nights!! 



Page 6 

 

Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Rev. Brady Bassett 

Youth Pastor 
302-270-9479 (Cell) 

434-636-3898 (Home) 
pastorbrady@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Debbie Wilson, Secretary 

434-636-2228 
office@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 

finance@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Website 
www.obbcblackridge.com 

5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published 
monthly. Deadline to submit 
information for the May 2022 
Newsletter is April 22

nd
. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

Nursery Volunteer Schedule 

Below is the Babies - Toddler volunteers schedule for April 2022.  
(Also, Sunday School is available for Pre-K & K at 10:00 am in room 1.  
Children’s Church is available at the 11:00 hour for 4 yrs. - 5th grade.) 

  

Date 

9:00 

Pre K - K 

  

9:00 

Babies/Toddler 

10:00 

Babies/Toddler 

11:00 

Babies/Toddler 

Apr. 3 J. Tyler K. Young J. Clary D. Jarrell 

Apr. 10 N/A N/A J. Paquette/ 
E. Powell 

J. Paquette/ 
E. Powell 

Apr. 17 N/A N/A J. Paquette J. Paquette/ 
S. Ittner 

Apr. 24 W. Bailey 
K. Bledsoe 

S. Clark W. Watson L. Smith 

 16 Raymond Singleton 
 18 Peggy Harris 
 21 Heather Corwin 
 21 Tracey Moseley  
 21 Mary Mosier 
 21 Claire Wright 
 22 Sam Gill 
 23 Tim & Sandra Ittner  
 23 Hannah Fowler (Priest) 
 24 Richard & Peggy Harris 
 24 Melanie Wright 
 27 Katherine Mosier 
 28 Sherry Stanbach 
 29 Wanda Bailey 
 30 Nellie Tolbert 

 1 Richard & Cheryl Parrish 
 2 Mae Jones 
 2 Reid & Miranda Parks 
 5 Robert & Deborah Ezell 
 7 Steve & Tammy White 
 9 Van, III & Traci Sykes 
 10 Kaci Brown 
 10 Steve Carroll 
 11 Mike Corwin 
 13 Esther Chu 
 13 Traci Sykes 
 14 Mary Howerin 
 15 Elijah Tyler 
 16 Tracy English  
 16  T. J. Garnes 
 16 Amy Gosney   


