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 From Your Pastor 

Are you reading the Bible through from Genesis to Revelation in 2021? Or maybe 
you tried in the past and gave up? If it’s your first time in 2021 you haven’t quite got 
there yet. If you’ve given up in the past, I bet I know which book you stopped at – 
Leviticus. Most see the book of Leviticus as a random collection of archaic,     con-
fusing, boring, irrelevant and at times gross and embarrassing commandments. No 
wonder people stop at it or skip over it. 

Let’s “highlight” some of Leviticus’ content. The first seven chapters are instructions 
on sacrifices. These chapters provide details about slaughtering animals that one 
usually finds confusing and/or gross. (It probably depends on whether you grew up 
on a farm or not). There’s a chapter which lists clean and unclean animals. There 
are two chapters on diagnosing and quarantining people with skin diseases. A 
chapter on mildew, and one on bodily discharges. There are two passages detailing 
all the people God forbids one from having sex with. There’s a chapter on the holy 
days of Israel. There are lists of laws so bizarre we read them and ask does God 
really care about that. For example, God says in  Leviticus 19:19, “You are to keep 
my statutes. Do not cross breed two different kinds of your livestock, sow your 
fields with two kinds of seed, or put on a garment made of two kinds of material.” 

Today Leviticus is a treasure trove for critics of Christianity. They point to obscure 
laws like Leviticus 19:19 and point out Christians are inconsistent and/or hypocrites 
when we ignore Leviticus 19:19 but say people should obey Leviticus 18:22, “You 
are not to sleep with a man as with a woman; it is detestable.” They also mock 
Christians who say the Bible has no errors in it when Leviticus 11:6 says a rabbit 
chews cud (which it doesn’t) and 11:18 says a bat is a bird (when it’s actually a 
mammal). We can answer the critics this way. The Old Testament Law is not the 
rule that Christians obey. We obey the Law of Christ which are the commands and 
teaching of Jesus and the apostles. Some commands are in one or the other. Some 
are in both. The law about garments of two kinds of material is in the old Law but 
not in the Law of Christ so we don’t follow it. The command against sexual          
immorality is in both the old Law and the Law of Christ so we obey it. Also, about 
rabbits and bats. The categories of animal classification are manmade. The modern 
scientific categories were developed by Swiss scientist Carl Linnaeus in 1753. If 
you use a different system than Linnaeus, then animals could be in a different     
category. If you categorize all flying animals as “birds” then a bat is a bird.          
Furthermore, whatever system you use, there are animals that don’t fit neatly into a 
category. (Where does a platypus fit?). Also, God wasn’t making a scientific list of 
animals. He was making a list of animals the Israelites weren’t allowed to eat. They 
were to look at visible characteristics of the animals to categorize them. (A rabbit 
does “visibly” chew the cud although “technically” it doesn’t.) 

Today most Christians ignore Leviticus. Since we no longer worship at the temple, 
sacrifice animals, live in tents that might have mildew in them, or have to worry 
about whether an animal we eat is ceremonially clean or unclean we reason there’s 
really no point in spending time reading or studying it. Also, Leviticus is difficult to 
comprehend so that gives further reason to skip over it. Why work hard at           
understanding difficult verses that seem to have no relevance when one can find 
many easy-to-understand verses that bring immediate comfort? I get it. Yet if we 
use the metaphor of the Bible as food, there are parts that are easy to drink like 
milk and other parts harder to chew and digest like meat (see Hebrews 5:11-13). 
John 3:16 is the milk of the Word and Leviticus the hard to chew meat. We most 
“eat” both. Why? Both are God’s Word, teach us about God and ourselves, instruct 
us, warn us, and edify us. As Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is      
inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for     
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work.” Want to understand this difficult book? We will be studying it in 
our morning services in February. Join us for worship each Sunday in person or 
online! 
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Services each Sunday 

 

  9:00a Traditional Worship Service (in CLC) 
10:10a Sunday School  
11:00a Contemporary Worship Service (in CLC) 

          

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

 1 2 3 

 
 
7:00p - 8:30p 
        YC (CLC) 

4 5 
 
 
6:30p-8:30p 
       GYL (FH) 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 
6:00p - Deacon 
Mtg. (FH) 

9 

 

10 
 
 
7:00p - 8:30p 
        YC (CLC) 

11 12 
 
 

13 

 
 
6:30p - 8:30p 
Family Movie 
Night  (CLC) 

14  ♥ Day 
 
2:00p - WOM 
             (FH) 

15 

 
 

7:00p - Qtrly. 
Business Mtg. 
(CLC) 

16 

 

17 

 
 

 

7:00p - 8:30p 
    YC, BOC, SG 

18 19 

 
6:30p-8:30p 
       GYL (FH) 

20 

21 22 23 

 

24 
(Virtual Lunch 
 Buddies begins) 
 

 

7:00p - 8:30p  
    YC, BOC, SG 

25 26 

 

27 

28 

 

    
  

       

YC:    Young Church (6th - 12th) 
BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
SG:    Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
GYL:  God’s Young Ladies  
            (Girls 5th-12th) 
CLC:   Christian Life Center  

Happy Valentine’s Day 
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OBBC NEWS 

 
QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 

 

The Church will hold a quarterly business meeting on Monday, February 15, 2021 at 
7:00 pm in the CLC.  If you are unable to attend you may complete a proxy form and 
turn it into the church office by Sunday, February 14, 2021.  You may pick up a 
proxy form on the welcome table in the CLC or in the Welcome Center of the main 
building. 

CHILDREN’S 
NEWS 

 

LUNCH BUDDIES! 

 

We are happy to      
report that our virtual 
Lunch Buddy program 
will resume on 
Wednesday, February 
24.  Each Lunch Buddy 
should check with   
their teachers to see if 
they have additional       
students in their class! 
 
 

SONSHINE GIRLS 
and 

BOYS OF COURAGE 
 

Our Wednesday night 
children’s activities will 
begin for 2021 the first 
Wednesday after the 
Mecklenburg County 
elementary school  
children return to       
in-person class.  As of 
now it will start 
Wednesday, February 
17, from 7:00 pm to 
8:30 pm in the main 
building. 
  

Check the weekly    
bulletin and your email 
for updates to Lunch 
Buddies and our 
Wednesday night      
activities. 

YOUTH NEWS 

LIGHT THE NIGHT MINISTRIES 

Saturday Night, March 20 - Youth 

Sunday, March 21 - Sunday Worship 
 

SAVE THE DATE of Saturday night, March 20th and Sunday morning, March 21st 
for a Light The Night youth event with  special guest speaker George Dennehy!  
Olive Branch will be hosting the event in the CLC and you don’t want to miss it!  All 
youth, grades 6th—12th, are invited to attend Saturday night for a youth night of 
worship, fun, and food.  All families are invited to worship with us on Sunday morn-
ing to hear the guest speaker.  More details will be available in March’s newsletter. 

 Family Movie Night 
The YC is hosting a Family Movie Night on Saturday, February 13th from 6:30 pm 
to 8:30 pm in the CLC.  All are invited to come and enjoy an evening of               
refreshments and watching the movie “I Still Believe” based on Jeremy Camp’s life 
story.  If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Pastor Brady or the church office 
by Sunday, February 7th.  

PRAYER SHAWLS AVAILABLE 
 

The Prayer Shawl ministry has a large selection of prayer    
blankets in the Fishers of Men Sunday School room for     
anyone who might have someone in need of God’s presence 
and comfort. There are many colors and designs available to 
choose from. They are a big blessing to those who receive 
them! 

WMUV STANDING ROCK MISSION TRIP 
 

Are you interested in being involved with the Standing Rock Indian Reservation 
Partnership? Would you like to know more about the Standing Rock Mission Trip? 
Join us as we have a Q&A Panel to share what is happening this year and answer 
your questions! Saturday, February 27th, 10:00 am- 11:00 am. Register here: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEucOqvrD8sH9Qpcby8pRMzPNrx3L5a9OgC 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEucOqvrD8sH9Qpcby8pRMzPNrx3L5a9OgC
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Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Rev. Brady Bassett 

Youth Pastor 
302-270-9479 (Cell) 

434-636-3898 (Home) 
pastorbrady@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Debbie Wilson, Church Secretary 

434-636-2228 
office@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 

finance@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Website 
www.obbcblackridge.com 

5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published 
monthly. Deadline to submit 
information for the March. 2021 
newsletter, is Feb. 23, 2021. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

 1 Sarah Guynn 

 2 Mary Tuck 

 5 Emma Rausch 

 10 Maggie Cookson 

 10 Sandy Kidd  

 11 J. W. Murray, Jr. 

 14 Cordell Devall 

 17 Holly Griffin 

 19 Lisa Bonner  

 19 Annie Toone 

 19 Mildred Watson 

 21 Wilson Vaughan 

 22  Hailey Newton 

 22 Murline Payne 

 23 Ashleigh Guynn 

 24 Denia Paquette 

 26 Mildred Cox 

 28 Deborah Ezell 

 28 Rory Lowell 

Sunday School 

 Attendance 

 

 01/03 61 

 01/10 No SS 

 01/17 49 

 01/24 65 

Average 58.3 


