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 From Your Pastor 

 
David writes, “For it was you who created my inward parts; you knit me  together in 
my mother’s womb. I will praise you because I have been remarkably and        
wondrously made.” (Psalm 139:13, 14a) 

 

God said to Jeremiah, “I chose you before I formed you in the womb; I set you 
apart before you were born. I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
 (Jeremiah 1:5) 

 

 I was reminded of the truth of these verses when I read an interesting article 
about identical twins.  I’ve always been fascinated by the fact that even though 
identical twins have the same DNA, they have different fingerprints. But what I 
learned in this article is that identical twins don’t necessarily have the same DNA.  

 

Check this out from the article, “Researchers in Iceland recruited 381 pairs of  
identical twins. Then the scientists deciphered all the genes in each person. Only 
38 pairs of twins had all the same genes. Most twin pairs differed somewhat in 
their DNA. Those differences likely arose long before birth. It could have happened 
either just before one embryo split to form two. Or it could have happened shortly 
after the split. Some of the twins had many genetic differences. Thirty-nine pairs 
had more than 100 differences in their genes.” The article goes on to say that how 
the embryo split likely affects how identical the DNA is. You can find the full article 
here: https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/some-identical-twins-dont-
have-identical-dna-genetics. 

 

Going back to fingerprints. Identical twins don’t have identical fingerprints, but they 
do have similar ones. This fact was observed when the Dionne Quintuplets were 
studied. (The Dionne Quintuplets were born in 1935 and were the first quintuplets 
born where all five children survived). Why is this so? The minutiae of our          
fingerprints aren’t genetical determined. Presumably these minor but crucial      
differences arise from random local events during fetal  development.  

 

What is significant about this DNA and fingerprint information? From the moment 
we are conceived there are environmental factors in our mother’s womb that affect 
our development to make us the unique person we are. Just like our personality, 
and physical appearance are affected by the environment we grow up in after we 
leave the womb! In other words, God is at work making us the unique person we 
are immediately after conception and for the rest of our lives.  

 

David’s psalm shows us God makes us uniquely. We aren’t cookie cutter robots off 
an assembly line. God personally makes and knows each and every person. God’s 
proclamation to Jeremiah teaches us the reason God makes us unique. We each 
have a different purpose to fulfill in life. Only I can fulfill the exact purpose in life 
God has for me, because I’m the only person God made the way I am!  

 

In response to these truths we should thank God for making us just as we are  
without comparing ourselves to others or complaining about who we are or aren’t. 
Also, we should follow God in what He has planned for us. Of course, the first way 
to follow Him in that plan is to believe in Jesus for salvation. That’s what God 
wants for everyone (2 Peter 3:9). With a right relationship with God, we can follow 
Him in the path and plan He has for us. As we follow Him on that path, we can also 
have faith in Him that He is control and allows our life’s   journey to take its twists 
and turns for our best and His glory. Initially, Jeremiah didn’t what to follow God’s 
plan and be a prophet because he thought he was too young and couldn’t speak 
well. But God reassured him, He would be with him. God has made us, given us a 
purpose, and is with us to help us complete it!   
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YC:    Young Church (6th - 12th) 
BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
SG:    Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
GYL:  God’s Young Ladies  
            (Girls 5th-12th) 
CLC:   Christian Life Center  (behind the  
            main church building) 

Services each Sunday 
 
  9:00a Traditional Worship Service (in CLC) 
10:10a Sunday School  
11:00a Contemporary Worship Service (in CLC) 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 1 

 
 
7:00p - Choir 
7:45p - Cantata 
            Practice 

2 
 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

3 
 
9:00a  - Ladies/ 
Men’s Breakfast 
at Huddle House 

4 5 

 
Another Level 
Basketball 

6 

 
1:30p YC Flag 
          Football 

7 8 

 
 
 
7:00p - Choir 
7:45p - Cantata 
            Practice 

9 

 
 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

10 

 
11:00a-1:00p 
METS Lunch 

11 

 
 
 
6:30-8:30p GYL 

12 
 
Another Level 
Basketball 
 

13 
 

 
 
2:00p WOM  
           

14 

 
 
 
6:00p Deacons 
          Meeting 

15 

 
 
 
7:00p Choir 
7:45p - Cantata 
            Practice 

16 

 
 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

17 

 
 

18 19 

 
Another Level 
Basketball 

20 

 
Basketball 
Recognition 
Sunday 

21 

 
 
 
7:00 - Qtr.  
Business Mtg. 

22 

 
 
 
7:00p Choir 
7:45p - Cantata 
            Practice 

23 

 
 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

24 

 

25 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30p GYL 

26 

 
Another Level 
Basketball 
 

27 28 
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OBBC NEWS 

 

Sunday School 

 Attendance 

 

 12/26 33 

 01/02 75 

 01/09 69 

 01/16 (No Church) 

 01/23 49 
   

Average 56.5 

The Mets Senior Ministry 
 

Our February luncheon will be on Thursday, February 10th from 11:00 am - 1:00 
pm.  This month will be “game month”.   Along with our devotion and delicious 
lunch, we will play some fun games with a little competition to win some prizes!  
Please RSVP to the church office by Sunday, February 6, 2022. 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 

 

The Church will hold a quarterly business meeting on Monday, February 21, 2022 
at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  If you are unable to attend you may complete a 
proxy form and turn it into the church office by Sunday, February 20th.  You may 
pick up a proxy form in the Welcome Center or Vestibule. 

Children’s new 

ANOTHER LEVEL BASKETBALL 

 

 Join the excitement and fun and stop by to watch a game or two on a Saturday in 
February!  Games begin at 8:30 AM and usually finish up around 3:30 pm.  

Recognition Service for Another Level Basketball is Sunday, February 20th at the 
11:00 a.m. worship service in the OBBC Sanctuary.  The end of the season is  
Saturday, February 26th. 

GENESIS MINISTRY LUNCH BUDDY PROGRAM UPDATE 

 

The Lunch Buddies have worked hard to establish a rapport with the children and 
teachers at La Crosse Elementary (LCE) School this school year.  We’ve made 
sure that they know how much we care for and love them through the activities 
that we’ve completed thus far.  We started the 2021-2022 program in October with 
lollipops and welcome bags for each classroom.  The Lunch Buddies were quick 
to get involved with the class(es) they adopted for this school year, and we’ve  
gotten so many words of thanks from the teachers and staff!  The children have 
enjoyed the games and treats that the Lunch Buddies have dropped off for them 
each month!  Thank you, Lunch Buddies!  We also had a wonderful Christmas 
celebration in early December where a book for each child was gift wrapped and 
delivered to the classrooms by Santa Claus!  Along with the books, Santa and his 
helpers also handed out bagged cookies and candy canes … close to 400 of each 
… to each classroom!  We didn’t forget the staff and teachers either—each re-
ceived a gift bag from the Lunch Buddy program.  Through the support of OBBC 
and our faithful Lunch Buddies, LEC has felt the love we’ve shared, and they are 
so thankful!  We have Valentine’s Day bags for each classroom with special     
lollipops to be distributed in early February … and much more to come!  A BIG 
“Thank You” to all of you who give so much of your time as a Lunch Buddy, who 
gave your support in wrapping books and bagging cookies, and for your ongoing 
financial support to this incredible ministry! 
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YC (Young Church) NEws 

(Grades 6th - 12th) 

FLAG FOOTBALL GAME 
 

YC (6th - 12th grade) will be having a flag football game on Sunday, February 6th.  
We will meet at 1:30 at Allen Park in La Crosse.  Adults are welcome to join us! 

IMPACT MISSION CAMPS - MECKLENBURG COUNTY 

June 26 - July 2, 2022 

 

Olive Branch will be participating in Impact Mission Camp this summer, June 26 -  
July 2.  This is a youth construction mission camp coming to Mecklenburg  County 
this summer!  About 150 teenagers from all over Virginia will spend the week of at 
Park View High School working on 15 houses  throughout the county. The camp is 
sponsored by the BGAV.  OBBC students who will complete 6th grade this spring 
through 12th grade are encouraged to participate.  Some adults are needed as well.  
The cost is $150/OBBC student and $300/adult.  Please contact Pastor Brady before 
March 1st  to sign up!  Also, Laurie Wright is on the Leadership Team and can be 
contacted for more information at (434) 774-7947.    
 

Concord Baptist association 

WMU MISSION TRIP TO  
STANDING ROCK INDIAN RESERVATION 

 
WMUV Week at Standing Rock Indian Reservation (North & South Dakota) is July 
24-29, 2022.  The mission is to work alongside Pastor Boots March, building loving 
relationships with our Native American friends in the name of Christ; working hand 
in hand and heart to heart to bring hope to Native Americans living on the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservation.   Volunteers are needed in all areas such as:  Cooking, 
Crafts,  Bible Lessons, Recreation, Health Education, and some construction.  The 
cost is $125/week for lunch & dinner at the worksite, plus your travel fees (airfare) 
and lodging.  You can register at WMUV.org and attend the planning meeting on 
April 23, from 1:00-4:00m at the BGAV building, 2828 Emerywood Parkway,    
Henrico, VA 23294, or by Zoom.  If it is your first time going, after you register you 
can attend the New Volunteer Training on February 25 from 9:00 am - Noon OR 
the April 23rd meeting. 

NEW FAMILY BIBLE STUDY 

There is a new 10-day family Bible study written by Pastor Brady 
on the Fruit of the Spirit found on the discipleship page of the 
church website: https://www.obbcblackridge.com/discipleship.  
There will also be copies available in the Welcome Center. 

 

LOOKING FOR  
LEADERS!  

 
YC is looking for addi-
tional youth leaders 
available to help with 
6th-12th grade youth 
activities Wednesday 
nights and special 
events.  If you have a 
passion to help the 
youth grow in their 
faith, this is the      
ministry for you! 
 
Contact Pastor Brady 
with any questions  
and if you’re interested 
in  servicing. 
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Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Rev. Brady Bassett 

Youth Pastor 
302-270-9479 (Cell) 

434-636-3898 (Home) 
pastorbrady@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Debbie Wilson, Secretary 

434-636-2228 
office@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 

finance@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Website 
www.obbcblackridge.com 

5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published 
monthly. Deadline to submit 
information for the March 
2022 Newsletter is February 
21st. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

Nursery Volunteer Schedule 

Below is the Babies - Toddler volunteers schedule for February 2022.  
(Also, Sunday School is available for Pre-K & K at 10:00 am in room 1.  
Children’s Church is available at the 11:00 hour for 4 yrs. - 5th grade.) 

  

Date 

9:00 

Pre K - K 

  

9:00 

Babies/Toddler 

10:00 

Babies/Toddler 

11:00 

Babies/Toddler 

Feb. 6 L. Finch Sandra Ittner M. Ittner M. Smith 

Feb. 13 L. Paquette 

P.  Smith 

K. Bledsoe D. Jarrell J. Clary 

Feb. 20 W. Bailey J. Braddy K. Young W. Watson 

Feb. 27 L. Bassett S. Clark Sarah Ittner J. Tyler 

 1 Sarah Guynn 

 2 Mary Tuck 

 10 Maggie Cookson 

 10 Sandy (Kidd) Hatcher 

 11 J. W. Murray, Jr. 

 17 Paul Stough 

 19 Annie Toone 

 19 Mildred Watson 

 21 Wilson Vaughan 

 22  Hailey Newton 

 22 Murline Payne 

 23 Ashleigh Guynn 

 24 Denia Paquette 

 26 Mildred Cox 

 26 Anthony Wall 

 28 Deborah Ezell 

 28 Rory Lowell 


