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 From Your Pastor 

As we studied the book of Hosea in October on Sunday mornings, we learned 
how sinful the people were in Hosea’s day. I imagine for anyone who worshiped 
God rather than the false idol, Baal, life must have been very difficult for many 
reasons. While they worshiped God, everyone else was involved in idol worship 
including the sinful practices associated with it. It was common to be cheated as 
you conducted business in Israel. There were continual threats from foreign     
nations to invade the land. Violence and bloodshed were common. Because of 
these sins, God had sent from time-to-time drought and famine making it difficult 
just to survive. The priests were incompetent. The rulers selfish and greedy. What 
was a God worshiper to do?  

As we look around our world, we don’t live in one much different from theirs. As 
we follow God, most of the world ignores God. Moreover, it seems that as each 
year goes by, the world we live in increasingly ignores God and despises      
Christians. I want to spend Sunday mornings in November looking at the life of 
Elisha because he was a prophet to Israel when they were in similar dark times. 
From his life we learn how to live and receive encouragement as we see how God 
was faithful to His people even when most of the nation had turned from him. We 
will learn these truths: 
 

God is always at work. When it seems as though a person’s life, a family, a 
church, a community, a nation, or the world is out of control and beyond           
redemption, God is still in the middle of people’s lives bringing healing, blessing, 
direction and miracles. Therefore, we should never give up hope no matter how 
hopeless things may seem.  
 

We must put God above all else and obey Him when He calls us to do His work. 
Elisha was from a wealthy farming family. When Elijah came to Elisha’s house to 
call him into ministry, Elisha left his family and the lucrative business to follow 
God’s call. Elisha served God nearly sixty years. 

 

God cares about the small things in our lives. Sometimes we don’t talk to God 
because we think we can only pray for “big” things. Or maybe sometimes we    
believe that we are too insignificant for God to care about the small details of our 
lives. From the miracles of Elisha, we learn that God cares about the small things 
so we should boldly ask for whatever we need. We should cast all of cares on 
Him (1 Peter 5:7).  
 

God is in control of the powers and authorities that control our lives. Doesn’t it feel 
like a lot happens to us that is out of our control. We must follow laws, obey     
government leaders and live with the consequences of their policies when we  
disagree with them and didn’t even vote for them. When war is waged, we aren’t 
consulted. Companies we work for make decisions that affect our lives without 
our say. Even friends and family make decisions that can affect our lives in     
devastating ways, and we can do nothing about it. Fortunately, in the midst of all 
that chaos, God is still in control.  
 

God heals bodies and souls. We will hear the story of a man who wasn’t part of 
the family of God. He was an outsider. He was suffering greatly because of a   
disease he had. A little girl told him how he could find healing. This man went to 
Elisha and learned about faith, and God’s healing and saving power.  
 

God can do the impossible! Jesus isn’t the only one in the Bible to be born in a 
miraculous way and then be resurrected from the dead. Did you know that? This 
young man’s story is found in 2 Kings 4. From Elisha’s dealings with the boy and 
his family, we learn an important lesson repeated often in Scripture - nothing is 
impossible with God!  
 

God will teach us a lot through the life of Elisha! I encourage you to read 1 Kings 
19:19 through 2 Kings chapter 13 to read all of Elisha’s story and to join us on 
Sunday mornings. 



Page 2 

 

YC:    Young Church (6th - 12th) 
BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
SG:    Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
GYL:  God’s Young Ladies  
            (Girls 5th-12th) 
CLC:   Christian Life Center  (behind the  
            main church building) 

Services each Sunday 
 
  9:00a Traditional Worship Service (in CLC) 
10:10a Sunday School  
11:00a Contemporary Worship Service (in CLC) 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 

 
 
7:00p Chior 
7:45p Cantata 
          practice 

3 

 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

4 

9:00a Ladies & 
Men’s Bfast 

5 

 
 
6:30p - 8:30p 
        GYL 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 
 
6:00p Deacons 
          Meeting 

9 

 
 
7:00p Chior 
7:45p Cantata 
          practice 

10 

 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

11 

 
11:00a-1:00p 
      METS  
 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 
 
2:00p WOM 
          Meeting 

15 

 
 
7:00p Qtrly. 
  Business Mtg. 

16 

 
 
7:00p Chior 
7:45p Cantata 
          practice 

17 

 
 
6:30p-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

18 

 

19 

 
 
6:30p - 8:30p 
        GYL 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 
 
7:00p Chior 
7:45p Cantata 
          practice 

24 

8:00a-12:00p 
Thanksgiving 
Luncheon 

25  
 
 
 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 
 
7:00p Chior 
7:45p Cantata 
          practice 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Office 
Closed 
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OBBC NEWS 

 

Sunday School 

 Attendance 

 

 09/26 70 

 10/03 83 

 10/10 77 

 10/17 80 

 10/24 66 
  

Average 75.2 

Toys for Kids/Teens  
Bland Ministry Center  

NOVEMBER 2021 
 

The WOM (Women on Mission) is sponsoring the collection of toys and other gift 
items for Bland Ministry Center in Bland County, VA which is an economically    
depressed area of the state.  Each Christmas, the Center reaches out to families in 
need by providing toys and gifts for the children and teens, and food boxes for the 
families.  WOM will be supporting this ministry by collecting donated toys and other 
items to help fill the Wish List requests from the children and teens.  You may pick 
up the Wish List from  the Welcome Center, and Vestibule.  Please place donated 
items in the collection boxes located in the Welcome Center by Sunday, November 
28, 2021. (New items only, please). 

Quarterly  
Business Meeting 

Monday, November 15th 
7:00 pm 

 
On Monday, Nov. 15th, we will hold our Quarterly Business meeting at 7:00 pm in 
the church Sanctuary.  Members who are not able to attend can pick up a proxy 
form from the Welcome Center or Vestibule and turn it in to the church office by 
Sunday, November 14th. 

Congratulations to  
Victoria Parrott and Nick James  

who were married on October 16, 2021. 
 

Mr. & Mrs. James will reside at 2454 Great Creek Dr.,   
                                                     La Crosse, VA  23950 

Welcome New Members 
 

Pete and Tracy English  Denise Willett    Stacy Jenkins 
333 Milton Drive    100 Garden Park Dr., #119 1007 Mallard Lane 
Henrico, NC  27842   Oxford, NC 27565   Bracey, VA  23919 
 

Joined  Sunday,     Joined Sunday,     Joined Sunday, 
Oct. 3, 2021.     Oct. 10, 2021    Oct. 17, 2021 
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OBBC NEWS 

 

The Mets Senior Ministry 
 

Our November gathering will be on Thursday, November 11th from 11:00 am - 1:00 
pm.  In addition to a devotion and lunch we will be visited by a historical figure!!  We’re 
sure you’ll know who it is once you meet them!  We understand their spouse will be 
joining them, also. We’ll give you 2 hints:  he/she was a political figure and once    
quoted “A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education."  

On Sunday afternoon, December 5th, the Mets will be going to see  “A Christmas  
Carol - The Ballet” at McGregor Hall, in Henderson, NC, preformed by Ballet         
Magnificant Company.  The cost will be $10 per person due at the time you signup.  
We will have 22 seats available, first come, first serve.  Please sign up at our          
November  11th meeting or afterwards through the church office. 

OBBC MISSIONS 

Bracey Ray of Hope  
Food Pantry 

 

Olive Branch has supported 
the Ray of Hope Food Pantry 
and Distribution Ministry for 
several years now. Pictured 
are volunteers for Ray of 
Hope and OBBC Missions 
Chairman Steve  Carroll,  
presenting the ministry with a 
contribution from the church.  
Youth from OBBC also help 
out during the summer 
months on their distribution 
day. Ray of Hope serves the 
Bracey area. 
                                                        

Mets Outing to Carter Mountain - Oct. 2021 
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LUNCH 
BUDDIES 

Olive Branch Baptist Church 

Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon 
 

for Adult Group Homes 

Christian Life Center 
 

Wednesday, November 24th 

Preparing time 8:00AM to 11:00AM 

                          How Can I Help? 

Prepare food for the meal: 

Turkeys --- We will need 12 cooked and ready to go 
turkeys.  Please have at the church by 9:00 am.  
We can slice the morning of the luncheon. 

Hams --- We will need 8 spiral cut fully cooked hams.  
Please have at the church by 9:00 am. 

Side Dishes ---   We are NOT asking for side dishes this 
year.  The church will be providing new potatoes, 
gravy, dressing, green beans & rolls.  

Desserts ---  Yes We NEED them!  Since we are deliver-
ing in bulk containers, we are asking for sheet 
cakes ONLY, and please prepare them in contain-
ers that you do not need to be returned to you.  
WE WILL NOT DO PIES this year.  We are doing a 
menu that will involve very little handling of the 
food for good safety practices.  We can have your 
sheet cake delivered right to the home with no 
handling of the cake.  Please make sure the cake 
has a good sealing lid. 

Workers/Volunteers/Delivery Teams --- We need 
people to provide the food items listed above.  
Preparers in the kitchen, delivery teams, and clean 
up teams. 

                                  Volunteers Needed: 

     *    Setup                 *   Preparing           *    Delivering 

                                       *   Clean up 

             Contact:  Patti Smith for bringing food and volunteering. 
                         Home 434.636.5167  Cell  434.774.0602  
                              Email: pattismith_123@yahoo.com 
 

Contact:  Steve Carroll, Director of Missions, if you want to 
know  more or have any questions. 

               Cell 434-247-9930 --- Email:  scarroll1957@gmail.com 

   This year will be like last year.  We will 
not be hosting the group homes but    
instead, preparing and delivering meals 
to them.  Not all of the homes are       
participating, so it should be a great 
morning of serving and sharing the love 
of Christ through this act of kindness. 

You will see what will be needed over the 
next several weeks, so be looking out on 
FB, OBBC Website and the bulletin for 
details.  We will be preparing meals from 
8am to 11am that morning, and begin 
delivering to the group homes by 11:15 – 
11:30am.  We need preparers in the 
kitchen, cutting up turkeys & hams, pre-
paring potatoes & green beans.   

We will be preparing the meals in bulk, 

not individual containers.  All they will 

have to do is set food on a table and 

form a line to be served.    

Here are our guests who have been  
invited to participate: 

 

Alberta Day Support Group 
Ashley Manor 
Brunswick Day Support Group 
Community Living Day Support Group 
Hazelwood House 
Holly Haven 
Hope House 
MARC Manor 
Mecklenburg House 
Northington Work Shelter 
Northview Group Home 
Palmer Springs Group Home 
Palmer Springs Hazel’s Home 
Palmer Springs Asst. Living Home 
South Hill Group Home 
Shepherds Inn (homeless shelter) 
SSCSB Community Support Center 
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YOUTH NEWS 

2021 ANNUAL TURKEY BOWL 

Sunday, November 21 at 1:30 PM 

 

All youth (boys and girls), 6
th
—12

th
 grade, and adults, are  invited to play in 

the annual YC Turkey Bowl.  It’s an afternoon of fun playing a flag football 
game against the adults.  The adults of the church will join the youth to see 
who can outlast the others.  Meet at the baseball field (Allen Park) on 
Carter Street in La Crosse at 1:30 PM, on Sunday, November 21.  Game 
On!!! 

Concord Baptist association 

Joe McDowell, Director of Missions 

IMPACT VA – MECKLENBURG 
 

Impact Virginia is a youth construction mission camp coming to Mecklenburg   
County next summer!  About 150 teenagers from all over Virginia will spend the 
week of June 26 - July 2, 2022 at Park View High School working on 15 houses 
throughout the county. The camp is sponsored by the BGAV, however local support 
is vital to the success of the camp.  A local Leadership Team has been formed and 
is currently identifying local homeowners in need of construction assistance.  They 
are also  seeking financial support to offset the high cost of construction materials.  
If you know a homeowner in need of help, if you’d like to contribute to the mission, 
or if you’d like more information, please contact Joe McDowell at the Association 
(434) 774-7240 or Laurie Wright on the Leadership Team at (434) 774-7947. 

CAMP CONCORD WORK DAY 
 

There is a work day scheduled at Camp Concord for Saturday, November 6th, at 
9:00 am.  If you are handy with tools and can help with small repairs and general 
clean-up please consider joining us.  Meet at 9:00 am at Camp Concord (just off 
Highway 15 S) at 99 State Line Road, Clarksville, VA 23927 or contact Tim Ittner 
for more information at 434-917-4373. 

Jamaica  

Mission Trip    
 

There will be an      
information meeting 
about the Jamaica 
Mission Trip on      
November 9th, at 6:30 
pm at the  Concord 
Baptist Association 
office in South Hill.  
Anyone interested in 
the Jamaica mission 
trip is welcome to   
attend or call the CBA 
at 447-7240. 

 

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

I will be stepping down as the DOM as of November 30, 2021.  I will be answering 
the call to become the pastor of Concord Baptist Church. I am excited about the 
challenge and blessing of pastoring again. I will always have fond memories of my 
time with you as your DOM, but God is leading me back to ministry within the local 
church. It has been a pleasure working with you, and I will continue to be involved 
with the CBA as the Pastor of an Association church.  - Joe McDowell 
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Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Rev. Brady Bassett 

Youth Pastor 
302-270-9479 (Cell) 

434-636-3898 (Home) 
pastorbrady@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Debbie Wilson, Secretary 

434-636-2228 
office@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 

finance@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Website 
www.obbcblackridge.com 

5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published 
monthly. Deadline to submit 
information for the December 
2021 Newsletter is  Nov. 22, 
2021. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

 15 Gretchen Robinson 
 16 Joe McDowell 
 17 Susie Tolbert 
 19 Ron & Brenda George 
 19 Adrienne Robinson 
 20 Patricia Urda 
 21 Brenda George 
 23 George Kidd 
 23 Maria Martinez 
 24 Denise Gutiérrez-Adian 
 28  Ish Freeman 
 29 Jackson Moseley 
 29 Kelsey Moseley 

 

 1 Miranda Curry-Parks 
 1 Charlotte Gillespie 
 5 Conner Watson 
 7 Elizabeth Smith 
 8 Shirley Gittman 
 8 Linda Parham 
 11 Lynn Paquette 
 12 Megan Ittner 
 12 Elaine Jones 
 12 Bernard Robinson 
 12 Owen Toler 
 14 Glenn Robinson 
 14 Morgan Young 

November 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Nursery-Toddler Volunteer Schedule 

In addition to our hired nursery workers each Sunday, the schedule for       
November volunteers is below: 

 

Nov. 7 
 9:00 Babies/Toddler:  W. Bailey          9:00 Pre-S/K:    L. Finch 
11:00 Babies/Toddlers:  C. Hardee          11:00 Pre-S/K:    D. Wilson 
 

Nov. 14 
9:00 Babies/Toddler:  J. Braddy     9:00 Pre-S/K:     L. Bassett 
11:00 Babies/Toddlers:  R. Cofer    11:00 Pre-S/K:    L. Paquette 

 

Nov. 21 
9:00 Babies/Toddler:  K. Young      9:00 Pre-S/K:    S. Clark 
11:00 Babies/Toddlers: M. Ittner    11:00 Pre-S/K:    S. Ittner 

 

Nov. 28 
9:00 Babies/Toddler:  J. Tyler       9:00 Pre-S/K:    C. Clevinger 
11:00 Babies/Toddlers:  V. Wright    11:00 Pre-S/K:    L. Wright 
 
 
 

Each week the 10:00 Sunday School hour will be covered by Sarah Guynn for     
Preschool-K and our hired childcare workers for Babies/Toddlers.  Children’s Church 
for 1st - 5th grade students is available during the 11:00 am service. 


