2026-10-14 Summary

What does it mean to truly maintain an altar before God? Drawing from the
dramatic confrontation in 1 Kings 18, we explore the moment Elijah stepped
forward to repair a neglected altar and called down fire from heaven. The
altar had not been destroyed by enemies but had simply fallen into disrepair
through lack of use, and that detail carries enormous weight for us today. We
each carry an inner altar, a place of surrender and sacrifice, and like any
structure left untended, it can crumble. Romans 12 challenges us to offer
ourselves as living sacrifices, and we are reminded that this is not a one-time
act but a continuous, daily posture of worship. The question we are left with
iIs honest and searching: has our altar fallen apart through neglect, or has it
been defiled by misplaced priorities? Either way, the invitation is the same, to
gather the stones, rebuild, and present ourselves freshly before God. The fire
that fell on Elijah's altar was not the result of elaborate performance but of
simple, faith-filled prayer after patient, deliberate preparation. That same
God is ready to respond when we rebuild.



