Title: Living for the Crown: Surrendering Self to Serve Christ

Sermon Summary: This sermon challenges believers to move beyond casual
Christianity and embrace a life of intentional sacrifice and selflessness
modeled after Christ. The pastor examines the biblical concept of crowns
promised to faithful believers, emphasizing that these eternal rewards are
given to those who overcome sin, conquer fear, endure hardship, and live
sacrificially for Jesus. Drawing from Revelation's vision of elders casting their
crowns before God's throne, the message calls Christians to pursue holiness
through strict spiritual discipline, denying self-centered desires, and holding
loosely to worldly comforts. The sermon warns against showing up in
heaven "empty-handed" without spiritual fruit from a life lived in obedience
to Christ. Ultimately, the pastor reminds the congregation that Jesus wore a
crown of thorns to break the curse of sin, making our eternal crowns
possible—crowns we should joyfully cast at His feet in worship, recognizing
His worthiness above all.

Key Points:

- True Christianity requires intentional self-sacrifice and dying to self
repeatedly, not just a one-time decision

- Believers should pursue spiritual crowns through overcoming sin,
conquering fear, enduring trials, and living selflessly

- The Victor's Crown is awarded to those who discipline themselves like
athletes in strict training for eternal rewards

- The Crown of Life is promised to those who persevere under trial and
temptation out of love for Christ

- We must hold onto our faith tenaciously so no one takes our crown
through discouragement or deception

- The church should function like a constellation—individual stars magnifying
God's brilliance together

- Christians are called to be witnesses and disciple-makers, not dead-end
links in the chain of faith

- Jesus wore the crown of thorns to reverse the curse from Genesis and
open the way back to God

- We should bow down to Christ continually in worship, not just in times of
desperation



- Showing up in heaven with spiritual fruit honors Christ; arriving empty-
handed should be our greatest fear

Scripture Reference:

- Revelation 4:1-11 (The throne room vision and elders casting crowns)
- 1 Corinthians 9:23-27 (Running the race for an imperishable crown)

- 2 Timothy 2:1-13 (Enduring hardship as a good soldier of Christ)

- James 1:12 (The crown of life for those who persevere)

- Revelation 3:7-11 (Holding onto your crown)

- Romans 8 (More than conquerors through Christ)

- Philippians 2 (The attitude of Christ who became nothing)

Stories:

- The pastor's personal testimony about being called to ministry despite
wanting to be a lawyer, illustrating surrender to God's will over personal
ambition

- The newly married couple (Neely and Matthew Marbury) celebrated after
one week of marriage, used as a light-hearted moment of community
celebration

- The pastor's childhood experience keeping his homecoming king crown as
a symbol of being honored by others, contrasting earthly recognition with
eternal crowns

- Personal anecdotes about growing up on a farm and getting stuck by
thorny locust trees and barbed wire, connecting to Jesus wearing the crown
of thorns

- Reference to the apostle Peter's martyrdom, requesting to be crucified
upside down because he felt unworthy to die like Jesus

- The pastor's pony running under thorny branches, illustrating painful
encounters with thorns and their lasting effects



