2026-03-29 5 Day Devotional

5-Day Devotional: From Crowds to Cross—Living for Christ's Kingdom
Day 1: The Contrast of Crowds

Reading: Psalm 34:1-10

Devotional: The same crowds who shouted "Hosanna!" on Palm Sunday
cried "Crucify Him!" just days later. This jarring contrast reminds us not to
follow the crowd but to anchor our faith in who Jesus truly is. Like the
psalmist, we must determine to "extol the Lord at all times" regardless of
popular opinion or changing circumstances. When we genuinely seek the
Lord, He delivers us from our fears and encamps His angels around us.
Today, examine your faith: Is it crowd-dependent or Christ-centered? Make
the conscious choice to taste and see that the Lord is good, finding your
security not in human approval but in the unchanging character of God who
lacks nothing.

Day 2: Childlike Humility

Reading: Matthew 18:1-6

Devotional: When the disciples argued about greatness, Jesus placed a child
among them. Children naturally trust, depend, and approach life without
pretense. They don't worry about bills or wars; they simply trust their
parents to provide. Jesus calls us to this same posture before God—not
childish, but childlike. We must change and become humble like children to
enter God's kingdom. This means acknowledging our limitations, trusting
God as our source and resource, and abandoning our need to be "the
greatest.”" Today, consider where pride has crept into your spiritual life.
Where are you trying to be self-sufficient instead of God-dependent?
Surrender your need for recognition and embrace the humility that
welcomes God's transforming power.

Day 3: The Crown of Righteousness



Reading: 2 Timothy 4:1-8

Devotional: Paul fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the
faith—not for earthly applause but for the crown of righteousness awaiting
all who long for Christ's appearing. These crowns aren't for boasting but for
casting back to Jesus in worship. God designed us with a desire for
incentive, and He offers eternal rewards not to feed our ego but to motivate
our faithfulness. The question isn't whether you're saved, but whether
you're living like it matters. Are you conquering sin through Christ? Are you
sharing the gospel? Are you longing for Jesus' return? The crowns represent
the transformed life—victories won not by our strength but through
partnership with the Holy Spirit. What are you conquering with Christ today?

Day 4: The Servant's Path to Greatness

Reading: Mark 9:33-37; John 13:12-17

Devotional: Jesus redefined greatness: "If anyone wants to be first, he must
become the very last and the servant of all." Then He demonstrated this by
washing His disciples' feet—the task of the lowest servant. True greatness in
God's kingdom isn't measured by position, recognition, or accomplishments,
but by humble service. The disciples argued about status while Jesus
prepared to die for them. How often do we seek credit instead of
opportunities to serve? Jesus asks, "Do you understand what I've done for
you?" He set an example we must follow. Today, look for ways to serve
without recognition. Do something for Christ that gains you nothing
personally. Bless is the one who knows these things and does them.

Day 5: Resolute Faith for the Journey Ahead

Reading: Luke 9:51-56; Luke 9:23-25

Devotional: "Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem." Knowing what awaited
Him—betrayal, torture, crucifixion—Jesus chose obedience with focused

determination. He calls us to the same resolute faith: deny yourself, take up
your cross daily, and follow Him. This isn't passive Christianity; it's active



surrender. When the disciples wanted to call down fire on those who
rejected Jesus, He rebuked them. Following Christ means dying to our
desire for revenge, recognition, and self-preservation. It means doing what
we don't want to do because it's God's will. As we approach communion, we
remember Jesus' ultimate act of resolute obedience. What is God asking you
to do that requires resolute faith? Will you follow Him even when it's
difficult?

Communion Reflection: As you prepare to take communion this week,
remember that Jesus' last act before the cross was washing feet and
breaking bread. He served, then sacrificed. Let communion be more than
ritual—let it be your recommitment to follow Jesus resolutely, serve humbly,
and live for His kingdom rather than your own greatness.



