2026-06-10 Summary

In this powerful exploration of Amos chapters 7 and 8, we encounter a
shepherd who became God's messenger to a nation that had drifted far
from its spiritual moorings. The story centers on a confrontation between
Amos and Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, revealing how religious
complacency can blind us to God's truth. When Amos delivered God's
warning using the image of a plumb line—a tool that reveals when walls are
crooked—the priest responded with hostility rather than humility. This
resistance to correction mirrors our own tendency to reject messages that
challenge our comfortable spiritual lives. The passage challenges us to
examine whether we've become like the Israelites, content with going
through religious motions while ignoring God's call to genuine
transformation. We're reminded that God doesn't call the equipped; He
equips the called. Amos was just a shepherd and fig tree farmer, yet when
God spoke, he responded with courage and faithfulness. The question for
us becomes: Are we willing to hear God's voice even when it disrupts our
comfort? Are we open to being used by God in ways that stretch beyond
our natural abilities? This message invites us to move beyond cultural
Christianity into authentic partnership with the Holy Spirit, recognizing that
true ministry flows not from our talents but from God's empowerment.



