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Title: The Point of No Return: God's Warning and Our Response

Sermon Summary:

This sermon examines the book of Amos, focusing on God's warnings to
Israel about presuming upon His grace and kindness. The message
emphasizes how God's patience and blessings can be misunderstood as
approval of sin, leading people to a spiritual "point of no return." Through
the prophet Amos, God shows both His willingness to relent when His
people intercede and His determination to hold them accountable with a
"plumb line™" of truth. The sermon challenges believers to examine whether
their lives are aligned with God's standards, not their own interpretations,
and warns against taking God's grace for granted. It calls for genuine
repentance, obedience, and a return to biblical truth before reaching a
point where restoration becomes impossible.

Key Points:

- God's kindness is meant to lead us to repentance, not to be taken as
approval of our sin

- There is a "point of no return" spiritually where continued disobedience
leads to inevitable judgment

- Amos, though just a shepherd, was obedient to God's calling to speak
truth to Israel

- God relented twice when Amos interceded, showing that prayer and
obedience matter to God

- God uses a "plumb line" to measure truth—Jesus Christ is the standard,
not our own opinions

- True compassion means sharing truth with people, not affirming them in
their sin

- America, like Israel, risks being past the point of no return without national
repentance

- Obedience to God brings favor and a special relationship with Him (like
David, "a man after God's own heart")

- We must examine our lives against Scripture as a mirror, not just read for
information



- Faith means walking in obedience after salvation, not just believing facts
about Jesus

Scripture Reference:

- Amos 6:11-14

- Amos 7:1-9

- References to God's kindness leading to repentance (Romans 2:4)

- Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane wrestling with God's will

- James's teaching about Scripture as a mirror

- Various references to obedience and loving God through keeping His
commands

Stories:

- The "Point of No Return” sign at Niagara Falls warning swimmers and
boaters that beyond a certain point, the current becomes too strong (25
mph, equivalent to 790 mph wind) to turn back

- The song "Point of No Return" from Phantom of the Opera, representing
commitment without looking back

- Jacob wrestling with God and receiving the name lIsrael ("one who
wrestles with God")

- David being called "a man after God's own heart" despite his failures

- Personal reflection on being rebellious by nature and wrestling with God's
calling to ministry

- The plumb bob illustration—an ancient tool using gravity to establish what
Is truly straight and true



