
7-12-26   Points

Title: Winning the War Against Sin: Submitting to God's Authority

Sermon Summary: This sermon addresses the spiritual warfare Christians 
face daily, particularly the battle against sin and the enemy's influence on 
our thoughts and emotions. The pastor emphasizes that while we often take 
spiritual warfare for granted, we need to recognize that sin is constantly 
"crouching at our door" as it was with Cain. The message calls believers to 
stop relying on their own strength and instead submit to God's authority, 
put on the armor of God, and recognize that true freedom comes not from 
doing what's right in our own eyes, but from obedience to God. The sermon 
also addresses the importance of submitting to governing authorities as 
established by God, even when we disagree with them, because rebellion 
against earthly authority is rebellion against God who instituted it. Ultimately, 
the path to victory is clothing ourselves with Christ, walking in the light, and 
allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us away from the desires of our sinful 
nature.

Key Points:
- We are in constant spiritual warfare but often fail to recognize or prepare 
for it daily
- Sin is personified as "crouching at our door" waiting to master us, but we 
must master it through God's strength
- We cannot overcome sin in our own power; we need God's armor and the 
Holy Spirit's help
- Anger and emotions often drive us to sin when we nurse grudges instead 
of seeking God's counsel
- When we hide our actions or look around to see who's watching, it's a sign 
we're about to sin
- God has established all governing authorities, and submitting to them is 
submitting to God
- Rebellion against authority is rebellion against God and brings judgment
- True freedom comes from obedience to God, not from doing what's right 
in our own eyes
- We must "wake up from our slumber" and put aside deeds of darkness, 



clothing ourselves with Christ
- The church needs to help one another walk in accountability and light

Scripture Reference:
- Genesis 4:1-7 (Cain and Abel's offerings; sin crouching at the door)
- Romans 13:1-14 (Submission to governing authorities; putting on the 
armor of light)
- Ephesians 6 (The armor of God)
- 1 Corinthians 10:13 (God provides a way of escape from temptation)
- 2 Peter (Participating in the divine nature to escape worldly corruption)

Stories:
- The story of Cain and Abel, focusing on Cain's anger over God accepting 
Abel's offering and rejecting his, leading to the first murder
- Reference to the "Wild Wild West" as an illustration of lawlessness when 
there is no authority
- Personal anecdote about watching police arrest videos to learn what not to 
say when pulled over
- Illustration of trained cattle dogs controlling much larger animals through 
delegated authority
- Reference to the widow's offering (two copper coins) as an example of 
giving with the right heart versus giving from excess
- Mention of watching someone's anger like a "dark cloud" (Pig Pen from 
Peanuts) hovering over them


