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What happens when God provides abundantly, and then everything seems to
fall apart anyway? In 1 Kings 17, we find ourselves standing alongside a
desperate widow who had just witnessed a genuine miracle. Her flour jar
never emptied. Her oil jug never ran dry. And then her son stopped
breathing. The story forces us to confront one of the most uncomfortable
questions in faith: does trusting God guarantee that life will stay good? The
answer Scripture gives us is both sobering and deeply freeing. We are invited
to examine the false theology many of us quietly carry, the belief that
faithfulness earns us a charmed life, that God owes us comfort in exchange
for our obedience. Instead, what we find in this passage is a God who is
sovereign, who does not need us, and who is therefore all the more
astonishing in His love for us. The widow's instinct to blame the prophet, to
connect her suffering to her sin, mirrors our own tendency to demand
explanations when pain arrives uninvited. This message challenges us to
loosen our grip on that demand and instead ask a better question: how
might God's glory be displayed through what we are enduring right now?


