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Wisdom does more than teach us how to make good decisions. Biblical wisdom protects us. It
guards our hearts, shapes our relationships, directs our steps, and keeps us from paths that
eventually lead to destruction. In Proverbs 2:12-22, Solomon teaches his son that when he
receives his father’s words and treasures God’s commandments, wisdom will begin to govern the
direction of his life. That wisdom provides protection in three important ways: wisdom delivers
us from the way of evil, wisdom delivers us from the way of temptation, and wisdom directs us
into the way of righteousness.

Wisdom Delivers Us from the Way of Evil.

Solomon first warns his son about the people who will influence him. Wisdom will deliver him
“from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech.” These are people who have forsaken
upright paths, chosen darkness, learned to rejoice in evil, and become crooked and devious in
their ways.

One of the practical implications is that wisdom helps shape our friendships. A wise person
understands that the people closest to us inevitably influence the direction of our lives.

Therefore, wisdom asks us to evaluate not only what we believe but also whom we allow to
influence us.

Solomon describes these people as having “perverted speech.” This means more than simply
using foul language. Jesus taught that “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” Our
words reveal something about what is happening within us. Perverted speech can therefore
include lying, manipulation, gossip, slander, belittling, provoking conflict, and speaking to others
in caustic or demeaning ways. Behind such speech may be arrogance, pride, insecurity, jealousy,
hostility, revenge, or a desire for control.

Even more concerning is that these people “forsake the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways
of darkness.” To forsake something means to leave or abandon it. Solomon is not merely
describing people who have never known what is right. He is describing those who have
encountered the right path and deliberately abandoned it.

There is a great difference between falling into the mud and making the mud your home.

Scripture recognizes that believers stumble. The question is not merely, “Do you know God’s
commandments?” The greater question is, “Do you treasure them?” A person may stumble into
sin while still loving God’s truth and longing to obey Him. Something entirely different happens
when someone rejects God’s truth and replaces it with his own desires.

That is why Solomon describes these people as walking in darkness. Walking is intentional. It
describes a direction of life. These people do not simply stumble into darkness; they choose to
walk there. Eventually, they “rejoice in doing evil and delight in the perverseness of evil.” What
began as rejecting the right path becomes celebrating the wrong one.



Wisdom therefore tells us to be careful about who walks beside us. Crooked paths are filled with
snares and opportunities to fall. Wise people choose companions who help them remain on the
straight path.

Wisdom Delivers Us from the Way of Temptation.

Solomon then turns from the influence of wicked companions to the seduction of the adulterous
woman. Wisdom will deliver his son “from the forbidden woman, from the adulteress with her
smooth words.”

How does wisdom protect someone from sexual temptation? One answer is surprisingly
practical: wise people have a plan.

Earlier Solomon says that “discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you.”
Discretion involves thinking ahead. Wise people do not simply hope they will make the right
decision when temptation arrives. They make decisions beforehand that keep them away from
situations where temptation can overwhelm them.

The problem is that temptation appeals to desires already within us. Solomon knew sexual desire
would be a real issue for his son. It had certainly been an issue within his own family. The
adulterous woman therefore uses “smooth words.” She appeals to desire, emotion, ego, and
longing until the person being tempted stops thinking clearly.

Wisdom recognizes the danger before desire takes control.

The consequences of adultery are devastating. Solomon says this woman “forsakes the
companion of her youth and forgets the covenant of her God.” She has abandoned her husband
and violated a covenant made before God. Her dissatisfaction causes her to look at what

someone else has and compare it with what she possesses.

But Solomon wants his son to see beyond the immediate pleasure to the eventual destination:
“her house sinks down to death.”

Sin always hides the destination while advertising the journey.

Adultery promises excitement, affection, pleasure, and fulfillment while concealing betrayal, grief,
broken families, and destroyed trust. Under Israel’s law, adultery could even carry the penalty of
death. Solomon’s warning is therefore severe because the consequences are severe.

An affair kills something within a marriage. Trust, peace, security, and intimacy can be shattered
like a window struck by a rock. Restoration may be possible, but the relationship cannot simply

pretend the betrayal never occurred. Trust must be rebuilt.

Wisdom therefore teaches us not merely to resist temptation but to avoid the road that leads to
temptation.

Wisdom Directs Us into the Way of Righteousness.

Wisdom does not merely tell us what to avoid. It gives us somewhere better to go.



Solomon concludes, “So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of the
righteous.” The person who receives God’s words and treasures His commandments begins
intentionally placing his feet upon a different path.

This is the positive purpose of wisdom.

God does not simply want to keep His children from evil; He wants to lead them into what is
good. Instead of crooked paths, they walk straight paths. Instead of surrounding themselves with
those who celebrate evil, they walk with the righteous. Instead of positioning themselves where
temptation can overpower them, they develop lives characterized by integrity.

Integrity provides an extraordinary kind of freedom. The person of integrity does not constantly
fear being discovered. It is not simply that he is good at avoiding getting caught. Rather, he does
not have to fear being in the wrong place, at the wrong time, doing the wrong thing, with the
wrong people, for the wrong reason. He does what is right even when no one is watching.

Solomon finishes with a contrast: “the upright will inhabit the land,” while “the wicked will be
cut off.” Wisdom recognizes that choices eventually produce consequences. The path we choose
determines the direction we travel, and the direction we travel eventually determines where we
arrive.

This is why “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” The wise person understands that
nothing is hidden from God. Our secret sins are already exposed before Him. Hebrews 4:13
reminds us that everything is uncovered before the eyes of the One to whom we must give an
account.

Yet the fear of the Lord is more than fear of punishment. The person who fears God recognizes
something greater: life is infinitely richer and better when God is for us.

Therefore, wisdom is ultimately about more than avoiding consequences. It is about choosing the
life God has designed for us. Wisdom protects us from people who would lead us into darkness,
protects us from temptations that could destroy what we love, and directs our feet toward
righteousness.

Every day we are choosing a path.

The question is not simply, “Where are you today?”

The greater question is, “Where is the path you are walking taking you?”



