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SESSION 1

INTRODUCTION!

A UniQue Promise: REVELATION 1:3

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for
the time is at hand.

Revelation is the only book of the Bible that promises a special blessing
to the reader! The Book of Revelation will become the “Lens” which we
will look through when we study the other books of the Bible.

“HEe SHALL GLORIFY ME”: JOHN 16:14

* Old Testament Christ in Prophecy “Behold, He Comes!”
* Gospels Christ in History “Behold, He Dies!”
e Acts Christ in the Church “Behold, He Lives!”
* Epistles Christ in Experience “Behold, He Saves!”

* Apocalypse  Christ in coming Glory “Behold, He Reigns!”

To Wuowm Is THis GIVEN?

The first two verses of Revelation explain that this revelation was given
to Jesus so He could show it to the church:

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to
show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass;
and He sent and signified it by his angel unto His servant John:
who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of
Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.

1 Editor’s Note: In the Revelation DVD series, introductory information is found in Sessions 1-2. In this
Handbook, most introductory material appears in Session 1.
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION

The title of this book is singular, not plural: the revelation. It is incorrect
to refer to it as “Revelations.”

AmokaAvLc is the noun and is used nineteen times and means
“revelation,” or to unveil or uncover.

AmokaAvmtw is the verb and is used twenty-six times and means
“to reveal.”

This revelation was given to Jesus. He, in turn, showed it to His servants
through John.
Basic Units
To better understand the Bible, it helps to break it down into basic units.

* The “Alphabet” is the basic unit of a written language

* “Phonemes” would be the basic unit of a spoken sound
“Pixels” would be the smallest unit of images
“Sememes” is the basic unit of meaning

The Greek word semaino comes from sema, which means “a mark,”
“to give a sign,” “to signify or indicate,” or “to make known.” There are
4,591 semas in the Bible. The word is translated a “code” (Rev 1:1) or
“to give a signal,” or “sign” (Rev 15:1), “wonder” (Rev 12:1, 3) and
“miracle” (Rev 19:20). This same word is used by John for the miracles
of Christ. It’s a “spiritual code,” understood only by those who know
Christ personally.

Revelation is in code: every code is explained in Scripture (virtually
every other book of the Bible is required)!
THE DESIGN

Everything began in Genesis and is consummated in Revelation with
an integrated design.

* Catastrophic end-crisis of the present age

* Spectacular reappearance of the King of Kings in His global
empire

* Internment of Satan in the Abousso
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* Millennial earth-reign of Jesus Christ
¢ Final insurrection and the abolition of sin
¢ New Heaven and New Earth

Two Basic Discoveries

1) The Bible consists of sixty-six separate books penned by over
forty authors over a period of several thousand years that are
an integrated message system.

2) It can be demonstrated that the origin of this message is from
outside of our dimensions of space and time.

The Central Theme

* The Old Testament is an account of a Nation

* The New Testament is the account of a Man

* The Creator of the Universe became a Man. His appearance as
a man is the central turning point event of all history

* He died to purchase us and He is alive today!

* The most exalted privilege is to know Him. That’s what the
Bible is all about

OUR PRESUPPOSITIONS

* We believe God means what He says and says what He means

* 'The Bible is an integrated whole and every detail is there by
design (Matt 5:17, 18)

* Nothing is trivial. All things are for our learning (Rom 15:4)

* God is His own interpreter

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Acts 17:11

Luke is warning you. Don’t believe anything that someone else says or
teaches. Check it out for yourself!
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ReveLATION: “THE UNVEILING”

* The consummation of all things

* This is the only book which promises a special blessing to the
reader.

* There are 404 verses in Revelation containing over 800
allusions from passages in the Old Testament.

* The book of Revelation presents the climax of God’s plan for
mankind.

John, the Author

John, the author of Revelation wrote five books:

* The Gospel of John
* Three Epistles:

1 John Sermon on love
2 John A personal letter to Mary (?)
3 John A personal note to Gaius

* The Apocalypse: the Book of Revelation

John was born in Bethsaida to Zebedee and Salome. He was a Galilean
fisherman and partner with Peter and Andrew. He was an early disciple
of John the Baptist and seemed to be well connected. He knew the High
Priest personally, and had direct commerce with Nicodemus and others
(John 18:15). He and his brothers were known as the “sons of thunder.”

John was one of the inner circle:

* At the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt 17) there were three:
Peter, James and John

* At the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Matt 9:18) the same three
were included while the others were excluded

* At the Olivet Discourse (Matt 24) the same three were there and
they were joined by Andrew to receive a private briefing on His
second coming

* Gethsemane (Matt 26:37)

* John was assigned the care of Mary (John 19:26) and wrote a
letter to her (2 John)

* Ultimately, John retires to Ephesus after his exile
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The Patmos Fxile

Patmos is a small island, six by ten miles wide, forty miles from Miletus
and twenty-four miles from the coast of Turkey. John was exiled to the
island of Patmos by Domitian (AD 81-96), the brother of Titus who
destroyed Jerusalem. According to Irenaeus (second century AD),
Revelation was written by John during the reign of Domitian.

Irenaeus, Clement, and Eusebius wrote that after Domitian died, John
returned to Ephesus, went to the churches, appointed leaders, and set
things in order.

Alternative Views of Revelation

* Preterist Then only (events only applicable
in the first century)

* Historical History only

* Idealist only Allegorical

* Futurist It is a Prophecy

The Book of Revelation claims to be prophecy all throughout the book
(Rev 1:3; 22:7, 10, 18-19; 10:11).

WHY PROPHECY?
Why are we interested in prophecy?

¢ In the Old Testament there are 1,845 references to Christ’s
rule on the earth. There are 17 Old Testament books that give
prominence to the event.

* In the New Testament (216 chapters) there are 318 references
to the Second Coming. It is mentioned in 23 of the 27 books.

* For every prophecy relating to His First Coming, there are
seven or eight prophecies treating His Second Coming,.

Still, most people assume that the future is but a linear extrapolation
of the present; life will just go on. But the Bible says otherwise.

Eschatology: Amillenial & Premillenial Views

Eschatology is the study of the last things. Most people believe either
Amillennial (do not believe Christ will literally rule on the earth for a
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thousand years) or Premillennial (believe in a literal millenium where
Christ will rule on the earth for a thousand years). Hermeneutics is
the theory of interpretation and most people ecither believe the Bible
is “literal” or “allegorical.”

EscHATOLOGY

l

| Amillennial | [Post-Millennial| | Premillennial |

| Post-Tribulational | | Mid-Tribulational | | Pre-Tribulational |

Allegorical - Literal
Hermeneutics

Amillennial Problems

* Messianic Promises are found throughout the Old Testament

* Destiny of Israel is in God’s Covenants (Rom 9-11; Israel has a
prophetic destiny)

* Promise given to Mary by Angel Gabriel (Jesus would sit on
the throne of David which did not exist at the time)

* Numerous reconfirmations of Christ’s reign are in the New
Testament

Premillennial Divisions

The Premillennial views are divided by the question of when does the
church get raptured? The Post-Tribulation (at the end), Mid-Tribulation
(middle) and Pre-Tribulational (raptured before the Tribulation) all

have separate viewpoints.

Tue HepTADIC STRUCTURE: THE SEVENS

Description Reference in Revelation:
Seven Churches 1:4,11,20;2; 3

Seven Seals 5,6

Seven Trumpets 8,9

Seven Bowls 15;16; 17:1; 21:9

Seven Lampstands 1:12, 13, 20; 2:1

6 © 2020 KOINONIA HOUSE INC.



SESSION 1: INTRODUCTION

Description Reference in Revelation:
Seven Spirits 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6

Seven Stars 1:16, 20; 2:1; 3:1

Seven Lamps 4;5

Seven “Title-pairs” 2;3

Seven Promises to the Overcomer 2;3

Seven Horns 5:6

Seven Eyes 5:6

Seven Angels 8:2, 6; 15:1, 6-8; 16:1;
17:1; 21:9

Seven Thunders 10:3, 4

Seven Thousand 11:13

Seven Heads 12:3;13:1;17:3, 7,9

Seven Crowns 12:3

Seven Plagues 15:1, 6, 8; 21:9

Seven Mountains 17:9

Seven Kings 17:10, 11

Seven Beatitudes

* Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear and keep those
things (Rev 1:3)

* Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord (Rev 14:13)

* Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments (Rev
16:15)

* Blessed are they who are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb (Rev 19:9)

* Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection
(Rev 20:6)

* Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of this
book (Rev 22:7)

* Blessed are they that wash their robes (Rev 22:14)

(More Subtle) Sevens

* Seven Features (Rev 1)

e Seven Letter Divisions (Rev 2; 3)

* Seven Personages (Rev 12; 13): Woman, Man-Child, Red
Dragon, 7-headed Beast, False Prophet, Michael the Angel and
Lamb
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* Seven Years of Judgments (Rev 11:3; 12:6, 14; 13:5)

* Seven “I Am’s” of Christ (Rev 1:8, 11, 17, 18; 21:6; 22:13, 16)

* Seven Doxologies in heaven (Rev 4:9-11; 5:8-13; 6:9-12;
11:16-18; 14:2, 3; 15:2-4; 19:1-6)

* Seven New Things (Rev 20; 21)

...and many, many more.

TEeNSES OF REDEMPTION: TIME DIMENSIONAL

Past Present Future
God Which Was Which is Which is to come
(Rev 1:4) (Col 1:15-17; (Heb 7:25) (Rev 1:7)
John 8:58)
Jesus The Faithful First Begotten of Prince of the Kings
Christ Witness the Dead of the Earth
(Rev 1:5) (John 14:1-3; (Col 1:18-20) (Matt 25:31f; 1 Cor
John 8:14) 15:24f)
Unto Him | Loved us (the | Washed Us from Made Us Kings
That Cross) our sins in His and Priests
blood
(Rev 1:5) (Gal 2:20; John (Heb 7:25; 9:14) | (1 Pet 2:9; Luke 19:17;
3:16) Rev 2:26; 5:10; 20:4;
22:5)
Write The Things The Things Which | The Things Which
Which Thou Are Shall Be Hereafter
Hast Seen
(Rev 1:19) (Rev 1:12-18) (Rev 2 and 3) (Rev 4-22)

Three Tenses of “Being Saved”

* You have been saved: from the penalty of sin
— Positionally (Eph 2:8, 9) Called justification

* You are being saved: from the power of sin

— Operationally, by the Holy Spirit, moment-by-moment

(Rom 6) Called sanctification

* You shall be saved: from the presence of sin
— Called “the redemption of our body” (Rom 8:23) Called
glorification
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Types

e Abraham and Isaac Genesis 22
* Nebuchadnezzars Image  Daniel 3

* Redemption of theland ~ Ruth

* Model of the Revelation ~ Joshua

* The Tabernacle Exodus

Idioms

* “Friend of God” (Abraham; Disciples)
* “Dearly Beloved” (Daniel; John)
“WHoLE COUNSEL OF Gop”

What is your “protection” with staying on track with all the different
viewpoints?

* Make sure Christ is always at the center Revelation 1:1

* “More sure word of prophecy” 2 Peter 1:19
* “Search the Scriptures and they
are they which testify of me” John 5:39
* “Volume of the book is written of me” Psalm 40:7
* “Testimony of Jesus is the spirit
of prophecy” Revelation 19:10

* The Lords Prayer “Thy Kingdom Come”  Matthew 6:10

[The early church’s hymnal was the Book of Revelation!]

CrLiMAcTIC DOXOLOGIES

* Glory, dominion (Two in Rev 1:6)

* Glory, honor, power (Three in Rev 4:11)

* Blessing, honor, glory, power (Four in Rev 5:13)

* Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, might
(Seven in Rev7:12)

Worship

* Holy, Holy, Holy (a testimony of the Trinity; Rev 4:8)
* Worthy art thou (Rev 4:11; 5:8-10)
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION

e Unto Him that sitteth (Rev 5:11-13)

* Salvation to our God Amen; Blessing (Rev 7:9-12)

* Kingdoms of the world. We give thee thanks (Rev 11:15-18)
e Great and marvelous (Rev 15:2-4)

* Four hallelujahs (Rev 19:1-8)

(Itis interesting if you take these above words and combine the amount
of times they are in the Old and New Testament, they are always a
multiple of seven! For example, there are 24 “Hallelujahs” in the Old
Testament and 4 in the New Testament totalling 28, which is a multiple

of 7.)

THings Out ofF PLACE

There are several things out of place today which Revelation corrects,
for example:

e Israel Should be in the Land

e Church Should be in Heaven

e Lamb Should be on His Own throne
e Satan Should be Bound

THREE (DIFFERENT) WOMEN

1) Wife of 1777 Woman of Israel
Revelation
12
2) Virgin Bride Bride of Church
Christ
3) Harlot Mystery Woman who
Babylon rides the
Beast
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CREATION VS. REDEMPTION

There are two big events in Gods plan: the Creation and the Redemption.
Which is more important? Lets look at how much space in the Bible is
dedicated to each of these.

The Space:

* Creation: There are two chapters in Genesis, a few Psalms, a
few chapters in Job and Isaiah.

* Redemption: It speaks of the Redemption in Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Joshua, Ruth, the Prophets, the four Gospels, the
Epistles and Revelation!

The Price:

¢ Creation: “Breathed from His nostrils”

* Redemption: Cost God His Son!

Redemption is the restoration of that which was lost to the original
owner (Luke 21:28; Rom 8:23; Gal 3:13; Eph 1:14; Dan 8:26; 12:4, 9).

Genesis vs. Revelation

There is a contrast between the book of Genesis and the book of
Revelation. Everything in the Bible starts with Genesis and is climaxed
in Revelation.

Genesis = Beginning; Creation Revelation = Redemption; Completion

Genesis Revelation

Earth Created 1:1

Earth Passed away 21:1
Sun, moon, stars 1:14-16  4:12; 8:12
Earth’s government 37

Earth’s judgment 16:8
Sun to govern Day 1:16

No need of sun 21:23
Darkness called night 1:5

No night there 22:5
Waters He called seas 1:10
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Genesis

No more sea

A river for earth’s blessing 2:10-14
A river for New Earth

Man in God’s Image 1:26
Man Headed by Satan’s Image

Entrance of sin 3:6
End of sin

Curse pronounced 3:14-17
No more curse

Death entered 3:19
No more death

Cherubim first mentioned 3:24
Cherubim final mention

Man driven out of Eden 3:24
Man restored

Tree of life guarded 3:24
Access to Tree of life

Sorrow and suffering enter 3:17
No more sorrow

Religion, art, and science separated from 4

God
Judged, destroyed

Nimrod founds Babylon 10:8-10
Babylon falls

God'’s Flood to Destroy evil generation 6-9
Satan’s flood to Destroy elect generation

A bow: God’s promise 9:13

A bow for remembrance

Sodom and Egypt: representing corruption 13,19
and judgment

“Sodom and Egypt” referring to
Jerusalem

A confederation against Abraham’s people 14
A confederation against Abraham’s Seed

12 © 2020 KOINONIA HOUSE INC.

Revelation
21:1

22:1,2

13

21:27

22:3

21:4

19:4

22

22:14

22:4

18

17,18

12

4:3; 10:1
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Genesis Revelation

A bride for Abraham’s son 24

A bride for Abraham’s Seed 19
Marriage of 1st Adam 2:18-23

Marriage of Last Adam 19
Promised Seed:
Possess gate of enemies 29:8

Promised Seed possessing 19
Man’s dominion ceased and Satan’s begun  3:24

Satan’s domain ended and man’s 22
restored

ONE INTEGRATED DESIGN

TheNew Testamentisin the Old Testament concealed; the Old Testament
isin the New Testamentrevealed.

Prophetic Scriptures

* 8,362 predictive verses
* 1,817 predictions
* 737 separate matters
According to ]. Barton Payne, Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy

Major Prophetic Themes

There are major themes going on in the world today, each one of which
is a fulfillment of a theme of prophecy.

e Israel

* Jerusalem

* Temple

* Babylon

* Russia (Magog)

* Rise of China

* European SuperState

* The move toward an Ecumenical Religion
¢ The rise of Global Government

* Rise of the Occult
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION

All of these things are predicted in scripture and all of them, you can
track today in an intelligence gathering sense.

OUuR CHALLENGE

We are being plunged into a period of time about which the Bible says
more than about any other period in history ...including the time when
Jesus walked the shores of Galilee and climbed the mountains of Judea!

The Ultimate Issue

* Weare in possession of message of extraterrestrial origin.

* It portrays us as objects of an unseen warfare.

* Our eternal destiny depends upon our relationship with the
ultimate victor in this cosmic conflict.

* Where do you stand with respect to Him?

How to Study

* Always pray first

* Have a relationship with the Author

* Set aside your personal presuppositions
* Note taking

* Your Secret Journal

* Helps (Exegetical and Expositional)
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REVELATION 1!

OUTLINE OF CHAPTER 1

vv. 1-3 Introduction

wv. 4-11 Salutation and Occasion
vv. 12-18 Vision of the Risen Christ
v. 19 Outline of the Book

v. 20 Prep for Chapters 2 and 3

REVELATION 1:1-2—To Wuaom GIVEN?

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to
show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass;
and He sent and signified it by his angel unto His servant
John: who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony
of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.

The “Revelation” or “Apocalypse” or the “Unveiling is mentioned 18
times in the New Testament. His “servants” in this verse are “doulos”
or yielded bondslaves (Ex 21:6; Deut 15:17).

To whom given? This is not a sealed book. The word “show” is to be
understood, in contrast to Daniel and others (Dan 12:4). This is not
a “dream” but real and tangible.

The word “shortly” means en zaxei or rapidly in execution (tachometer).
“What I begin I will also end” (1 Sam 3:12; Luke 18:8). The word
“signified” means “rendered into signs” (codes). This is symbolic of
reality. No prophecy is of private interpretation (2 Pet 1:20). The word
“angel” is translated angelos meaning “a messenger.”

1 Editor’s Note: In the Revelation DVD series, introductory information is found in Sessions 1-2. In this
Handbook, all introductory material appears in Session 1.
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“Who bore witness” is stated ninety (90) times in John’s writings!
He is baring witness to what “he saw.”

REVELATION 1:3—A UNIQUE PROMISE

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this

prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for
the time is at hand.

We are instructed to “read, hear, and keep.” This is the only book with
a special promise if you do these three things.

REVELATION 1:4-5

John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you,
and peace, from Him which is, and which was, and which is to
come; and from the Seven Spirits which are before his throne;
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth.

Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own

blood...

The above verse refers to “John” with no additional title, so it would
seem he is well known to these churches. The word “grace” or Charis is
a common Greek greeting and here contains a deep theological term.
The word “peace” or Shalom is referring to the Peace of God (profound
problem resolved).

Some view these “seven spirits” as referring to angels as the seven special
ones. The term “Angels” appears 74 times (104 in New Testament) and
9 times as the “seven special ones.” My personal belief is these are the
seven attributes describing the Holy Spirit.

SEVEN SpiriTs (HoLy SPIRrIT)

And the Spirit of the YHWH shall rest upon him, the Spirit of
Wisdom, the Spirit of Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel, the
Spirit of Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, and the Spirit of the
Fear of the LORD.

Isaiah 11:2
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REVELATION 1:6

And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

In Israel, kings were from the tribe of Judah and the priests were from
the tribe of Levi. They were mandated to stay separate. The phrase
“and hath made us kings and priests” (more details in chapter 4 and
5) is interesting because there are only three places in scripture that
detail being a king and priest at the same time. In Genesis 14, Psalms
and Hebrews speak of Melchizedek being a king and a priest. Another
example is Jesus Christ and the third is you and I, as believers are stated
in Revelation as kings and priests.

REVELATION 1:7-9

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

1 am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the
Almighty.

1 John, who also am your brother, and companion in
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and
for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

The phrase “every eye shall see him” is a physical and personal
observation (Dan 7:13; Matt 24:30; 26:64). Also, seeing with their
own eyes “which pierced him” is also mentioned in Zechariah 12:10.

I AM ALrHA AND OMEGA... THE FIRST AND THE LAST

The Lord refers to himself as the First and the Last seven times:

e Isaiah 41:4

e Isaiah 44:6

e Jsaiah 48:12

* Revelation 1:11
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* Revelation 1:17-18 (“was dead and am alive”)
* Revelation 2:8 (“was dead and am alive”)
* Revelation 22:13

“I John” is specifically referenced five times (Rev 1:1, 4, 95 21:2; 22:8).
John indeed was a “companion in tribulation” as during Domitian’s
reign, he was exiled to Patmos from AD 86 to 96.

REVELATION 1:10-11

L was in the Spirit on the Lords day, and heard behind me a
great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, I am Alpha and Omega,
the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and
send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus,
and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and
unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

THE LorD’s DAy

We don’t know which day of the week John is referring to here. Many
have assumed this was Sunday, but we should at least consider another
option.

The sabbath day was ordained in Eden (Gen 2) before Moses and the
ten commandments, so the sabbath day was observed before the law
was given (Ex 16; 20). We know from Daniel 7:25, the spirit of the
Antichrist will seek “to change the times and the laws.” When is the
Lords day? Is it Sunday or Saturday? Depending on when the 1st day
of the week falls, the seventh day falls on Saturday or Sunday. All four
gospels talk about rising early in the morning on the first day of the
week (Easter Sunday; Matt 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1)
which would make the sabbath day fall on Saturday. God calls the
sabbath day “an appointment” with Him! In Ezekiel 46:1, it describes
the Millennial Temple will only be open on Shabbat and the new moon.

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath
days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of
Christ.”
Colossians 2:16-17
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“I WAS IN THE SPIRIT...”
John says, “I was in the spirit” four times:

* On the “day of the Lord” (at Patmos) ~ Revelation 1:10

¢ To the throne in heaven Revelation 4:2
* Carried away in the wilderness Revelation 17:3
¢ Carried to a mountain Revelation 21:10

John was “in the spirit” but the key phrase here is “on the day of the
Lord” (Rev 1:10). John, through the spirit was brought forward through
time and was given the ability to “see” what was going to happen. He
was able to see “the day of the Lord,” even though he is on the island
of Patmos. In chapter 4, he is in the spirit and at the throne room in
heaven.

There is another phrase: “Thunders, voices, lightnings, and an
earthquake” and it is repeated four times. The first time we see the
phrase it is in regards to the Throne (Rev 4:5) and another referring
to the opening of the seven seals (Rev 8:5), Trumpets (Rev 11:19) and
Bowls (Rev 16:18).

THE SEVEN CHURCHES: “THE THINGS THAT ARE”

Why these seven churches? Why not Jerusalem? Antioch? Rome?
Lystra? Iconium?

There is a divine outline of the book of Revelation. The entire book is
like a cover letter that is then sent to the seven churches. Each letter to
the seven churches contains the same closing phrase “He that hath an
ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” There are four
levels of interpretation or application of these seven letters:

1) Local: These were actual churches (researched extensively by
Sir William Ramsey and found these churches actually existed
and they had problems that the letters were relevant to)

2) Admonitory: It says “churches” meaning all of them. Each
message applies to each, to some extent.

3) Homiletic: the phrase “He that hath an ear” is a personal
letter that applies tous.
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4) Prophetic: In their particular order, they profile and lay out
the history of the church. (They fill the gap implied in Daniel
9:26, and between Rev 12:5 and 6, etc.).

SEVEN DESIGN ELEMENTS IN EACH OF THE LETTERS

e Name of the Church

¢ Title of Christ Chosen

¢ Commendation

e Concern

e Exhortation

* Promise to the Overcomer

* “He that hath an ear, hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

REVELATION 1:12-18—A VISION OF THE RISEN
CHRIST

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being
turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son
of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about
the paps with a golden girdle.

His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow;
and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine
brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound
of many waters.

And he had in bis right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth
went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the
sun shineth in bis strength.

And when I saw him, 1 fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his
right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first
and the last:

1 am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

The son of man is referring to Jesus Christ and he is referred to like this
again and again in scripture. This passage is a description of the risen
Christ! His head and his hairs were white like wool is a description of
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His purity. The word “Brass” (Num 21; John 3:14-15) is interesting
when you study how it is used in scripture. It is used as a symbol of
the cross. The story in Numbers 21 is hard to understand until you
read the New Testament, where it is explained. This is just an example
of the design element of the Bible!

VisioN IN CHAPTER 1: SEVEN FEATURES

e Hair and head (Dan 7:9)
* Eyes (Heb 1:13; 4:13) like a flame of fire (1 Cor 3:13; Mal 3:2)
* Feet: a symbol of His walk; brass; judgment (see Brazen
serpent: Num 21)
* Voice like that of many waters (Eze 1:24; 43:2; Dan 10:6)
* His right Hand contains seven stars and seven lampstands, yet
He is in the midst of them
* His mouth is as a two-edged sword (Heb 4:12; Eph 6:17; Isa
49:2)
Judges unbeliever (John 12:48)
Earth smitten by His word (Isa 11:4)
Antichrist consumed by the words of His mouth (2 Thess 2:8)
e Countenance is as the Sun (Matt 17)

These “descriptors” will be used as identities throughout the rest of
the Book.

REVELATION 1:19—THE DiviNe QUTLINE

Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are,
and the things which shall be hereafter;

The entire book of Revelation is like a cover letter that is then sent to
the seven churches.

* “Things which thou hast seen” refers to the vision of Christ in

chapter 1.
* “Things which are” refers to the letters to the seven churches in

chapters 2-3.
* “Things which shall be hereafter” refers chapters 4-22.
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REVELATION 1:20

The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right
hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches: And the seven lampstands which
thou sawest are the seven churches.

It is interesting that we find the lampstands in chapter 1 are on the earth,
but then find the lampstands in heaven in chapter 4. The lampstands
represent “light bearers” (not the source of light) and the churches
mission is to “bare the light.” Israel is suppose to bare the light and the
seven candle menorah is the symbol of Israel.

Each letter to the seven churches contains the same closing phrase “He
that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
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EPHESUS:
REVELATION 2:1-7

REVELATION 2:1—T'11LE OF CHRIST

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith
he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in
the midst of the seven golden lampstands;

The word Ephesus in the greek means “the desired one.” Alampstand is
a “bearer” (not a source) of light. Oil is emblematic of the Holy Spirit.
Notice the paradox in that He is walking among us yet we are in the
care of His hand: “in His [nail-scarred] hand” yet walking “in their
midst” (see John 10:28). Jesus is ever present and He is in control.

REVELATION 2:2-3—COMMENDATION

[ know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried
them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my
names sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

God sees and knows everything: “I know thy works” (Matt 6:2, 5, 16-
18; compare with 1 Thess 1:3).

Testing doctrines: ‘thou has tried them... and found them liars.” Also see:

e Paul’s farewell warnings to the Ephesian Elders ( Acts 20:25-
31; 2 Cor 11:14-15; 1 Thess 5:20-21)
* John’s warnings (1 John4:1-3; 2 John 9-10)
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HistoricAL BACKGROUND: EPHESUS

Tacitus records that the city of Ephesus was founded in 1400 BC, with
an early temple to the Mother Goddess and ancient Hittite fertility deity

who subsequently became identified with Diana. Ionian colonists from
Athens settled there about 1100 BC.

In the middle of the sixth century BC, the Lydians captured the city.
Croesus, their king, was routed by the Persians in 541 BC and Ephesus
was joined to other cities in the Ionian confederation. Itwasabout this
time, the tutelary deity became identified with Diana (or Artemis).

Ephesus was involved to its own disadvantage in the Peloponnesian
and Persian wars (431-404 BC) and served as a key naval base. In 334
BC, it fell to the Macedonians under Alexander. After his death, four
of his key generals took over his empire and Lysimachus became master
of the city and added great improvements.

Ephesus unwisely sided with Antiochus of Syria against the Romans.
It eventually became the Roman capital of the province of Asia. But
as a free city, Ephesus had its own municipal government and senate
(mentioned both by Strabo and Josephus).

Geographic Position

Ephesuswascalled the “QueenofAsia” as it was one of the most beautiful
cities in the region and was located near the mouth of the river Cayster
(now Lower Meander). Itwas the proud capital of Ioniaand chiefharbor
of proconsular Asia. It was an extremely wealthy and beautiful city,
and was the principal line of communication between Rome and the
eastern provinces.

One major road ran eastward through a pass to Sardis and then to
Galatia and beyond. Another led to Magnesia and up the valley of the
river Meander to Iconium; a third ran through Collasae and Laodicea
to the Euphrates. Trade with Greece and Italy ran through the port
regularly.

Architecture

Architecturally superb, its theater was 495 feet in diameter and held
25,000 people (Acts 19). The Marble Way, lined with statues and
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fountains, ran from the temple of Artemis through the city to the
Megnesia Gate. The Arcadian Way, another main road from the theater
to the harbor, was 1735 feet long and 70 feet wide, lined with columns
and shops and illuminated at night. The most outstanding architectural
feature was the temple of Diana (daughter of Zeus, sister of Apollo).

The temple of Diana, one of the “seven wonders” of the ancient world,
was four times as large as the Parthenon at Athens, and stood on a
platform 425 feet by 220 feet. The building itself was 340 by 165 feet,
had 120 Ionic columns, each 60 feet high. Ecstatic, sexual rites took
place at the temple, involving both male and female prostitutes. Its
income was threatened by Paul’s preaching—this led to his departure.
The temple was also an asylum for the criminals.

The first bank (in the world?) functioned at the temple under the chief
priests.

New Testament Period

In the New Testament period Ephesus was the largest city of its day.
As the harbor gradually became unusable, traffic diverted to Smyrna.
Ephesus was the center for the study of arts and magic; renowned over
the world for talismans, incantations, books, charms, etc. (Occult items
burned in Acts 19:19).

A AR
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Paul’sfirstvisitwasbriefand wasdirected toward the Jewish community;
he later made a second visit—he was driven from the synagogue and
settled in the school of Tyrannus for two years until the uproar in
AD 58 (Acts 19:24-41; 20:1). Ephesus later became the center for
missionary operations throughout Asia. Imitators followed, but without
power (Seven sons of Sceva: Acts 19:12-17). After Paul left Ephesus and
journeyed through Macedonia, he returned (to Miletus) for his famed
farewell to the Ephesian elders.

Timothy is alleged to have become its first bishop (1 Tim 1:3). It is
here that we find Aquila, Priscilla and Apollos. I Corinthians was
penned during his second visit. (Paul’s Epistle to Ephesus was written
from Rome.) John is said to have spent time in Ephesus with Mary, the
Lord’s mother. According to Eusebius and others, John returned there
in AD 95 after Patmos, and spent his closing years there. His Gospel
wasapparently written from there and Timothy, John and Mary’s tombs
are there. The reputed home of Mary is now a shrine.

LATER HISTORY

The bishop of Ephesus was accorded rank and authority of a patriarch
over the churches in the province of Asia. In AD 431, Emperor
Theodosius II called a general church council at Ephesus to consider
the hotly argued question of the time whether the Virgin Mary should
be described as the mother of God, and two hundred bishops at this
Third Ecumenical Council decided in the afhrmative.

Its chief rival city was Miletus, but alluvial deposits gradually silted
up the harbor of Miletus; Ephesus (for a while) eclipsed its rival in
importance. (The Romans stripped the land of its wooded mountain
ranges; soil eroded and the resulting silt transformed the harbor to a
swamp; today twenty miles of land has cut off the city from the sea.
(Even in the first century, Paul landed at Miletus—after one of the
many dredgings—in Acts 20.)

The present unpretentious village of Seljuk (Ayasaluk?), built by
the Byzantines, is but a sad remainder of its former glory. After its
destruction by the Goths in AD 262, it never regained its former glory.
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Jesus’ letter in Revelation was about thirty-five years after Paul’s
departure. (For more background read Acts 18-20, Paul’s Epistle to
the Ephesians and John’s Epistles.)

Paul’s Farewell to the Elders

For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would
not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for
him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. And from Miletus
he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. And when
they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first
day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with
you at all seasons, Serving the Lord with all humility of mind,
and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the
lying in wait of the Jews: And how I kept back nothing that was
profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you
publicly, and from house to house,

Acts 20:16-20

Home Fellowships

* Original form of fellowship “house to house” (all incidents in
Book of Acts were in homes)
* Formal churches established in the third century
* Home fellowships ostracized by:
Medieval Church
Reformation Churches
Many churches today
* Viable form for underground churches

Iestifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lovd Jesus Christ. And now,
behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing
the things that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost
witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide
me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my life
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify
the gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, I know that ye
all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God,
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shall see my face no more. Wherefore I take you to record this
day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.
Acts 20:21-26

For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
Acts 20:27-29

“Grievous wolves enter in among you...” the very thing that they
apparently anticipated in Jesus’ letter.

Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember,
that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one
night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified. I have coveted no mans silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea,
ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my
necessities, and to them that were with me. I have shewed you all
things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and
to remember the words of the Lovd Jesus, how be said, It is more
blessed to give than to receive. And when he had thus spoken, he
kneeled down, and prayed with them all. And they all wept sore,
and fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed him, Sorrowing most of all for
the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more.
And they accompanied him unto the ship.

Acts 20:30-38

John’s Epistles
* 1 John Epistle to Ephesus
* 2 John Personal to Mary
* 3 John Personal to Gaius
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John—understandably—emphasizes love to his Ephesian flock! 1 John
4:1-3 also includes warnings about false teachers. (Even his personal
letter to Mary includes warnings about false teachers; 2 John 1:9-11.)

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether

they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into
the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof
ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in
the world.

1 John 4:1-3

For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an
antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which
we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him
God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partake of his
evil deeds.

2 John 1:7-11

REVELATION 2:4—CONCERN

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left
thy first love.

The primary theme of the letter is “thy first love.” The word first is protos
(Tp@to¢) meaning first in rank, influence, honor, the chief, principal,
the superlative love. The phrase “because thou hast left thy first love” is
referring to they were too busy on the business of the King to have
time for the King. God would prefer to have “devotion” rather than
“doctrine.”
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Love oF EsrousaAL

* Joy of their salvation (Ps 51:12; Jer 2:2; 2 Cor 11:2; 1 John
4:19)

* First-named fruit of the Spirit is love (Gal 5:22)

* God uses the marriage to communicate His most intimate
truths (The Most Intimate Truth: 7he Harpazo!)

* Twenty references to this grace are found in Paul’s epistle to the
Ephesians (Eph 5)

[(See A More Excellent Way, The Way of Agape, etc. (Mary/Martha
Syndrome: Luke 10:38-42)].

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain
village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into
her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at
Jesus'feet, and heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about
much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore
that she help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But
one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which
shall not be taken away from her.

Luke 10:38-42

REVELATION 2:5-6—EXHORTATION

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy lampstand out of his place, except thou repent.
But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which I also hate.

The aorist tense is used for both “Remember” and “repent” so he
envisaged no delay. Repent is repeated for emphasis. Where is the
lampstand of Ephesus visible today? Its gone. Notice He hates the
deeds, not the Nicolaitans. These deeds will become doctrines in the
next letter to Pergamos.
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NICOLAITANS

* Some scholars suggest the possibility the Nicolaitans were a
first century sect claiming apostolic authority for their opinions

¢ There are others that believe it was an untranslated word and
comes from the greek word Nicao (vikdw) which means: to
conquer, overcome, or to rule. The word Laos (A:0c) means
laity or people. Using their clerical stature or position to rule
over the laity.

In John 13, Jesus gives us an example or organizational chart of how
He saw the church.

If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also
ought to wash one anothers feet. For I have given you an
example, that ye should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, 1
say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he
that is sent greater than he that sent him.
John 13:14-16

Jesus washed His disciples feet. If He was this humble, then this is
the pattern in which we should follow. The whole idea of the clergy
somehow ruling over the laity apparently is something that offends
Jesus Christ by these letters.

ADMONITIONS
How do these letters apply to all churches?

* Doctrinal purity: He acknowledges they had doctrinal purity
but He has an abhorrence of heresy

* Devotion to our King: this is where they were lacking. “They
left their first love” and were too busy on the business of the
King rather than for the King Himself.

* He wants devotion, not just doctrine

¢ First commandment: Shkma (Deut 6:5)

* No thought of self: “If I speak with the tongues of men....”
(1 Cor 13)

* First love is the abandonment of all for a love that has

abandoned all.
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Paur’s EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

Written from Rome four years after his farewell, it is simply a letter
springing from Paul’s love to the church there, and indicative of his
earnest desire that they should be fully instructed in the profound
doctrines of the gospel. It is similar to the Epistle to the Colossians,
which is mainly polemical, designed to refute theosophical errors that
had crept into the church there.

DaAviD vs. SOLOMON

* David pervades the Scripture; Solomon is mentioned only with
adverse comments (Matt 6:28, etal.)

* Solomon sought wisdom, yet later became apostate through
his foreign wives

* David simply sought fellowship: “to dwell in the house of the
Lord forever” (Psalm 23:6)

PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

* The Third Commandment refers to Ambassadorship, not
vocabulary

* God would have our first priority be our Devotional life. A
Commitment of personal worship, not melodies

REVELATION 2:7

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; 1o him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of

life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Notice that the “Promise to the Overcomer” comes after the “He that
hath an ear” phrase.

TREE OF LIFE

The Tree of Life from Genesis still echoes even in pagan myths.
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Myths of the Heathen

* The homa-tree of the Persians, growing at the spring Arduisur,
which comes from the throne of God

* The halpasoma-tree of the Hindus, which furnished the water
ofimmortality

¢ The tuba-tree of the Arabs

¢ The lotus-tree of the Greeks

* The tree of Assyria adorned by royal figures and guarded by
genii, similar to the cherubim (see Ezek 47:12)

DENOUEMENT

* Paul’s warning in Acts and John’s letter(s): Where’s their
lampstand today?
* Ephesus is now over six miles from the sea and unapproachable
by ship
What was a major harbor is now a marsh dense with reeds
What once was the key city in Asia is now a desolation

ProPHETIC PROFILE

Ephesus represents a profile of the Apostolic Church. Even at the end
of the first century (when this was written) the church was in trouble.
Thus, even the “Church Fathers” are not a reliable model. Paul’s letter
to Galatians exhorts not to “perfect in the flesh what was begun in the

Spirit.”

The only exemplar model is the Book of Acts. Study to notice the
emphasis on the following:

1) Focus on the teaching of the Word. (Satan’s first challenge is
against God’s Word; and then to castigate His character. Used
Scripture to authenticate their experiences).

2) Commitment to assembly and fellowship.

3) Breaking of Bread (“in remembrance of me”).

4) Commitment to prayer.
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SMYRNA:
REVELATION 2:8-11

REVELATION 2:8

And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write;

The name “Smyrna” comes from the Greek word “Smurna” (Epvprei
oc’; Smurnaios) which is from the Hebrew root word Mur (1i2) that is
translated “myrrh” meaning “death.”

MYRRH

Myrrh is a bitter gum and costly perfume which exudes from a certain
tree or shrub in Arabia and Ethiopia. It was also used as an antiseptic,
an ingredient in perfume (Ps 45:8; prominent in Song of Solomon),
an ingredient in holy anointing oil for priests (Ex 30:23) and the
purification of women (Esther 2:12). It was used in embalming (John
19:39) and was a gift of the Magi at Christ’s birth (Matt 2:11). The gifts
from the Magi were: Gold (symbolizing royalty), Frankincense (deity
or the priesthood), and Myrrh (suffering or death).

In Jesus Second Coming gold and frankincense are offered, but NO
myrrh (Isa 60:6) since his death is now behind him—but it was offered
to Christ at cross (Mark 15:23). The body of Jesus was embalmed by
Joseph and Nicodemus (John 19:39-40). Myrrh yields its fragrance by
being crushed. Note the “death” theme throughout this letter.
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HistoricAL BACKGROUND: SMYRNA

Today Smyrna is called Izmir, and it is the third largest city in Turkey
(population 300,000; maybe 100,000 if first century?). It exports
tobacco, grapes, figs, cotton, olives, and olive oil. Smyrnapossessesan
excellent harbor and is encircled by cypress trees covering the hills.

(Catalkaya, PagosorKadifekale, Nif or Kemalpass, and Yamanlar).

Smyrna was inhabited by the Asiatic Leleges in about 3000 BC, with
indications of later Hittite influence. In the eleventh century BC,
Aeolian colonists from Cyme settled in the area. About 900 BC,
according to Herodotus, the area fell into the hands of the Ionians
from Colophon, and there commenced the most glorious phase of
Smyrna’s history. During this period, the poet Homer was born, lived
and died in Smyrna. Three centuries of greatness ended, however, with
the attack of the Lydians.

Smyrna stood at the entrance to the broad fertile valley of Mermus, at
the mouth of the river Meles, and on the well sheltered gulf of Smyrna.
It was strategically placed for trade between Europe and Asia. It was,
thus, a rival to Sardis and the Lydian kingdom.

An expedition under Gyges was defeated and driven back, but a later
one under Alyattes, then king of Lydia, was successful. Smyrna was
devastated and ceased to exist for three centuries. A pathetic end to a
history of two and one-half millennia.

In the fourth century, Alexander the Great, in response to a dream,
ordered Lysimachus, one of his four generals, to build a strong, well-
planned city, the most beautiful in Ionia, which became known as
“the Flower of Ionia.” It prospered into one of the greatest of the then-
known world.

Smyrna came under control of the Romans in 27 BC, having proved a
faithful ally to Rome in the Syrian and Mithridatic wars. From 27 BC
to AD 324 she enjoyed great material prosperity. Strabo described it
as the most beautiful city in the world. It was about forty-two miles
north of Ephesus and possessed an excellent double harbor. The outer
harbor was a deep water mooring ground; the inner (now silted in) had
a narrow entrance that could be blocked with a chain.
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The city suffered many vicissitudes. In the reign of Tiberius, it was
almost blotted out by an earthquake. Between AD 178 and 180, it
suffered a succession of seismic disturbances which again reduced the
vulnerable city to ruins. Marcus Aurelius once more restored it (and
parts of the new agora are still standing). In AD 378, another earthquake
demolished the city, but the intrepid Smyrneans again rebuilt. Even
today, bustling Izmir has been termed the “Paris of the Levant.”

Pagan Worship

Smyrna was richly embellished with temples and splendid buildings,
and the perfection and symmetry of those encircling Mount Pagos
resulted in the title “the crown of Smyrna.”

At the foot of the mountain stood the temple of Zeus, the father of the
gods, reputed to be the lord of the sky, rain, clouds, and thunder. Along
the Golden Street stood the shrines of Apollo the sun-god, Aphrodite
the goddess of love and beauty, Aesculapius the god of medicine, and
finally, close to the sea, Cybele, a Phrygian nature goddess. At the
Agora (the commercial and political center) were statues of Poseidon
the sea-god, and Demeter the goddess of corn.

In Smyrna, the priests of the various deities were termed stephanophori,
in reference to the laurel or golden crowns which they used to wear in
public processions. They were awarded this honor at the end of their
year of office. The term “Crown” is stephanos, (2tédpavoc) not diadem
and is alluded to in Revelation2:10.

The tutelary goddess of Smyrna was Cybele (later, the Greek Rhea, the
daughter of the sky and the earth and the mother of Zeus, Poseidon and
Hades). Her worship was wild and unrestrained. She was considered
as the giver of wealth. She became recognized in the great cities as the
goddess of the settled life and of towns, hence her crown of walled cities.
She appears on Smyrnead coins depicted as enthroned and wearing a
crown of battlements and towers. (There is speculation by some scholars
that in Daniel 11:38 there is an illusion of this “Goddess of fortresses”
or “god of forces.”)

In addition to the usual deities, Smyrna readily accepted Caesar worship.
In 196 BC, the Smyrneans erected a temple to Dea Roma, the goddess
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of Rome, and they subsequently built one to Tiberius. The worship of
the emperor was compulsory. Each year a Roman citizen had to burn a
pinch of incense on the altar and to acknowledge publicly that Caesar
was supreme lord. In return, he received a formal certificate that he had
done so. Originally the action was intended simply as proof of political
loyalty, since the individual was permitted to worship whatever god
or goddess he chose once he had offered to Caesar. This was a means
of unifying and integrating the many and varied elements in the vast
empire of Rome. However, this act of worship presented a vital test
for the Christian, and many who refused perished at the stake or by
wild beasts in the arena.

REVELATION 2:8—Ti1TLE OF CHRIST

And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things
saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;

“FIRST AND THE LAsT”

e Isaiah 41:4

* Isaiah 44:6

e Isaiah 48:12

e Revelation 1:11

* Revelation 1:17-18
* Revelation 2:8

* Revelation 22:13

REVELATION 2:9—COMMENDATION

[ know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art
rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews,
and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

TRIBULATION

* Tribulation (#hlipsis) means persecution, crushing under
pressure, a pressing together or pressure. It is a metaphor for
oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress or straits.
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* It is not the specific “Great Tribulation.” The Bible tells us we
all shall have tribulation, trouble, persecution (John 16:33;2
Tim 3:12, etc.).

* “Poverty but rich” is in contrast with the church at Laodicea,
who were rich but poor (Rev 3:17; 2 Cor 8:9).

* Two words for poverty in the Greek are: penia, the state of
having nothing superfluous; and procheia (here), the state of
one who has nothing at all and implies absolute beggary.

* “I know your suffering”(John 16:33; 2 Tim 3:12). It could
have been relieved by simply a pinch of incense offered to
Caesar, but they would not!

Jews “WHo ARe Not”

* Blasphemy: “Synagogue of Satan.” John knows about blasphemy
of Jews (John 8:44).

* Legalism: leaven of Galatians

Demand of Gentile circumcision Acts 15:1, 10
Peter is rebuked by Paul Galatians 2:11f; 3:1-3
Peter agrees 2 Peter 3:15-16
* Early persecution was brought on by the Jews, not the Romans
in Antioch Acts 13:50
in Iconium Acts 14:2, 5
in Lystra Acts 14:19
in Thessalonica Acts 17:5

Porycarp, BisHOP OF SMYRNA

The apostle John trained Polycarp and its believed that he appointed
Polycarp as the Bishop of Smyrna. John is writing this letter to the
church of Smyrna in about AD 95.

In about AD 166, the bishop of Smyrna, Polycarp, refused to recant.
“Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He never did me wrong.
How can I now speak evil of my King who has saved me?” The old
man was burned at the stake on the sabbath day, an object of Jewish
hatred and Roman persecution.
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“TARES” SOWN IN EArLY CHURCH

* Legalism: denial of Christ’s completed work
* Gnosticism: denial of Christ’shumanity
* Caesar worship: denial of Christ’s Lordship

These three tares or false doctrines were the primary adverse early thrusts
against the early church.

REVELATION 2:10—EXHORTATION

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and
ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death,
and 1 will give thee a crown of life.

Note that in the exhortation (Rev 2:10) there is no “Criticism” in this
letter. The Lord has no word of complaint. They were satisfying His
heart (2 Cor 8:9).

“TEN DAvs”

The term “ten days” has a few understandings by various authors.
It is believed by some scholars that it is a Hebrew idiom for a short
period of time. We find it used this way in Genesis 24:55, Job 19:3
and Daniel 1:12 as a figure of speech. But there is another view, if you
study the persecutions in Rome. The ten days could be viewed as ten
time periods as follows:

54-68 Nero (He had Paul beheaded; He also had Peter
crucified upside-down)

95-96 Domitian (He had John exiled)

104-117  Trajan (Ignatius burned at the stake)

161-180  Marcus Aurelius (Polycarp martyred)

200-211  Septimus Severus (killed Irenaeus)

235-237  Maximinus (killed Ursula and Hippolytus)

249-251  Decius

257-260  Valerian
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270-275  Aurelian
303-313  Diocletian (Worst of all)
10 total 250 years!

RoMAN PERSECUTION

Famine and pestilence falls on Rome. There were diseases brought back
from the Parthian wars that devastated much of Rome and inundation
from the Tiber overflowing put much of the grain storehouses under
water. All of this lead to famine and persecution at various times
and they blamed the illegal underground religious movement called
Christians. These disasters were brought on by this new religion, so
Christianity became a crime.

Five million believers died for Christ during this period according to
Fox’s Book of Martyrs. The twentieth century murdered more Christians
than all the other centuries put together! Joseph Stalin, himself,
murdered somewhere between 30-40 million of his own people, and

Adolf Hitler killed millions.

CRroOwNS PROMISED

There are five “Crowns” promised in scripture. Their reward is with
Him at the “Bema” seat.

* Crown of Life (James 1:12; Rev 2:10) for those who have
suffered for His sake

* Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) for those who loved His
appearing

* Crown of Glory (1 Pet 5:4) for those who fed the flock

* Crown Incorruptible (1 Cor 9:25) for those who press on
steadfastly

* Crown of Rejoicing (1 Thess 2:19) for those who win souls

REVELATION 2:11—PRrROMISE TO THE OVERCOMER

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second
death.
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Notice that the “Promise to the Overcomer” comes after the “Hear
that hath an ear” phrase. We will go into more detail about the phrase
“second death” in Revelation 20 (Jude also talks about twice dead).

ADMONITORY LEVEL (TO ALL CHURCHES)
How does this apply to us?

* Don’t confuse persecution with the specific “Great Tribulation”
* Most of the Body of Christ, in most of the world, for the past
1900 years have had to suffer persecution. Why do we think

this will not happen to us?

* It is believed, at some point, the Body of Christ will have to go
underground in America

* “Non-Jews”? Replacement theology? Some believe that all the
promises God gave Israel somehow fall upon the church. That
Israel forfeited their rights to those promises and rejected their
messiah?

It is blasphemy of non-Jews to believe the Church somehow “replaces”
Israel. To appropriate Israel’s promises to themselves? What a tragic
heresy of the Church today to adopt the view that Israel has been
“replaced.” Paul, in chapters nine through eleven of Romans, details the
fact that God is not done with Israel. The origin and destiny of Israel
and the church are different! They have different origins and they will
have different destinies! This replacement theology is the root cause of
anti-Semitism and the Holocaust in Europe.

EACH OF THESE LETTERS ARE FOR ALL CHURCHES.

PersoNAL LEvEL (HOMILETICS)

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer

persecution
2 Timothy 3:12

Paul is in Mammertime Prison, knowing his execution is near, and yet,
is encouraging Timothy. We are promised persecution.
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Wuy Do CHRiSTIANS HAVE TRIALS?

* To glorify God Daniel 3:16-18, 24-25
* To Discipline for known sin Hebrews 12:5-11; James
4:17; Romans 14:23;
1 John 1:9
* To prevent us from falling into sin 1 Peter 4:1-2
* To keep us from Pride 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
(Paul kept from pride by his
“thorn in the flesh.” Galatians 4:15; 6:11)
* To build faith 1 Peter 1:6-7
* To cause growth Romans 5:3-5

* To teach obedience and discipline Acts 9:15-16;
Philippians 4:11-13

* To equip us to comfort others 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
* To prove the reality of Christ inus 2 Corinthians 4:7-11
e For testimony to the angels Job 1:8; Ephesians 3:8-

11; 1 Peter 1:12

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

James 1:2-4

LoYALTY OF AMBASSADORSHIP

God asked the church of Smyrna to demonstrate their ambassadorship
by not putting the pinch of incense in the fire and by not acknowledging
Caesar as Lord. My personal belief is the third commandment of “thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain” has nothing to
do with vocabulary, but ambassadorship. If you are going to be an
ambassador of the King, you need to represent Him accurately, fairly
and reliably.

ProPHETIC PROFILE

Smyrna represents the Persecuted Church. Notice God does not express
any concerns in this letter, as He does with the others.
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ADDENDUM: THE OLIVET DISCOURSE

There is some essential background needed before going forward with
the book of Revelation. One of the pivotal prophetic passages in the
New Testament is recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21; it’s
called the Olivet Discourse. At first glace, these three renderings seem
very similar unless you carefully study the differences.

Matthew 24

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and bis
disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I
say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another,
that shall not be thrown down. And as he sat upon the mount
of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us,
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and
said unto them, lake heed that no man deceive you. For many
shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that
ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the
end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences,
and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of
s0rTOWsS.

Matthew 24:1-8

It is important to note they came to Him “privately” and on the Mount
of Olives (different from Luke). Christ warns “take heed that no man
deceive you.” The group of signs described are all listed in the Matthew
and Luke account but also found in Revelation 6.

Group of Signs
Matthew Luke Revelation
e False Christs 24:4-5 21:4 6:1-2
e Wars 24:6 21:9-10 6:3-4
¢ Famines 24:7a 21:11 6:5-6
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Matthew  Luke Revelation
* Death 24:7b-8 21:12 6:7-8
* Martyrs 24:9 21:24 6:9-11
* Global chaos 24:10-13 21:25 6:12-17

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you:
and ye shall be hated of all nations for my names sake. And then
shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall
hate one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end,

the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come. When ye therefore shall see the abomination
of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the propbet, stand in the holy
place, (whoso readeth, let him understand.:)

Matthew 24:9-15

* Authentication of Daniel

* Highlights Daniel 9 (“the 70 Weeks”) as the key to end time
prophecy

* Explains precisely what the “Abomination of Desolation” is:
the anti-christ stands in the Holy Place. Thus, the Temple must
be standing.

e This is different than the Fall of Jerusalem in AD 70.
(Vespasian was distracted by Nero’s death and the subsequent
political turbulence in Rome. He becomes Emperor, and his
son, Titus, continues with the siege. Josephus, Wars of the Jews,
Book 4, 9:2; Book 5, 5:1ff)

* This is not just for “Pastors.” It clearly states, “whosoever
readeth, let him understand.”

Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: Let
him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing
out of his house: Neither let him which is in the field return
back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child,
and to them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your
[light be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:
Matthew 24:16-20
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How can “them which be in Judea” see that which “stands in the Holy
Place™ It is interesting to note Matthew is writing to the Jews and Luke
is writing to the Gentiles.

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be

shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days

shall be shortened. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ,

or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,

and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,

they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore
if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold,

he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh

out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be. For wheresoever the car- case is, there will the eagles
be gathered together. Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And
then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Now learn

a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all
these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you,

This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.

Matthew 24:21-34
Might we have two different (desolations and) generations in view?

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away. But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only.
Matthew 24:35-36

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away. But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, neither the Son, but my Father only.
Mark 18:31-32
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The book of Mark adds something we do not see in Matthew. In Mark
13:32, the phrase is added “neither the Son...”

But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered into the ark, And knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the field; the one shall
be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the
mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore:
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this,
that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the
thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have
suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready:
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath
made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find
so doing. Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler
over all his goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in his
heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite

his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The
lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him
asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 24:37-51

Luke 21

And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with
goodly stones and gifts, he said, As for these things which ye
behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left
one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. And
they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be?
and what sign will there be when these things shall come to pass?
And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall

come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth
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near: go ye not therefore after them. But when ye shall hear of
wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first
come to pass; but the end is not by and by. Then said he unto
them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom:

Luke 21:5-10
Group of Signs
Matthew Luke Revelation

e False Christs 24:4-5 21:4 6:1-2

e Wars 24:6 21:9-10 6:3-4

¢ Famines 24:7a 21:11 6:5-6

¢ Death 24:7b-8 21:12 6:7-8

* Martyrs 24:9 21:24 6:9-11

¢ Global chaos 24:10-13 21:25 6:12-17

And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines,
and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be
from heaven. But before all these, they shall lay their hands on
you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and
into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my names
sake. And it shall turn to you for a testimony. Settle it therefore
in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: For
1 will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries
shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. And ye shall be betrayed
both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and
some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be
hated of all men for my names sake. But there shall not an hair
of your head perish.

Luke 21:11-18

Luke’s emphasis is on “before” the group of signs and Matthew’s
emphasis in on “after” the group of signs.
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In your patience possess ye your souls. And when ye shall see
Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation
thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the
mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out;
and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. For
these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written
may be fulfilled. But woe unto them that are with child, and to
them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress
in the land, and wrath upon this people. And they shall fall
by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all
nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Luke 21:19-24

Luke seems to focus on the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70.

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the
stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the
sea and the waves roaring; Mens hearts failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for
the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up
your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. And he spake to
them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; When they
now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer
is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.
Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all
be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words
shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of
the whole earth.

Luke 21:25-35

Is “this generation” the generation which saw the fall of Jerusalem in

AD 702
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Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted

worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and

to stand before the Son of man. And in the day time he was

teaching in the temple; and at night he went out, and abode in

the mount that is called the mount of Olives. And all the people

came early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear him.
Luke 21:36-38

How may they “escape” all these things and “stand before” the Son
of Man? Apparently, Luke’s “Olivet Discourse” didnt occur on the
Mount of Olives as these are summaries of teachings in the Temple over
several days!! [Contrast MarK’s (essentially, Peter’s) rendering which was
confined to four insiders.]

Different Emphasis?

* Luke is speaking to Gentiles: “But before all these...” Luke
21:12

e “All these are the beginning of sorrows.”

* Matthew is speaking to Jews: “Then shall they...” Matthew
24:8-9
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PERGAMOS:
REVELATION 2:12-17

HistoricAL BACKGROUND: PERGAMOS

Pergamos is the feminine form and Pergamum is the neuter form of the
same name; both areused in different Bible translations. Pergamos was
located about forty-eight miles north of Smyrna.

* Ephesus, the great political center
* Smyrna, the great commercial center
* Pergamos, the great religious center

Its early history is obscure; there are evidences that it was occupied
during the stone and bronze ages, but prior to Alexander the Great,
Pergamos was little more than a castle on top of a hill.

Its foundation is ascribed to Arcadian colonists under the Heracleid
Telephus (who routed the Achaeans on their landing in Mysia to attack
Troy). Its name is said to have been derived from the son of Pyrrhus
and Andromache who made himself king of Teuthrania by killing the

king in single combat.

After the defeat of Antigonus at Ipsus in 301 BC, the northwest
Asia Minor was united to the Thracian kingdom of Lysimachus.
Its impregnable position lent itself to its use as a treasury. However,
Philetaerus betrayed Lysimachus’ trust by allying himself with Seleucus,
Lysimachus’ rival. Subsequent rulers skillfully established themselves
as a dominant power inAsia Minor and one of the principal centers of
Hellenistic culture.
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Wisely allying with Rome, it became an extremely wealthy and
prosperous city, and for two centuries it became the official capital
of the Roman province of Asia. Lacking proximity to the key trade
routes, it eventually yields economic advantages to its better located
rival, Ephesus.

Pergamos is about eighteen miles from the sea, about eighty miles
north of Smyrna. The present city of Bergama has a population of only
42,000 (vs. almost 200,000 of old). Zeus is said to have been born
there. The great altar stood on a foundation 125 feet by 115 feet, over
50 feet high, set in a colonnaded enclosure (Satan’s throne? Rev 2:13).

CADUCEUS

The Caduceus was the official emblem of Pergamos. One of the
venerated idols from Pergamos was Aesculapius and he was considered
the god of healing. Some believe the legend of Aesculapius originally
emerged from the brazen serpent of Moses (Num 21:8-9). This is an
example of a “macrocode”: an anticipatory sememe, explained by Christ
(John 3:14) and leading to the most famous verse of all: John 3:16.

And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they
bit the people; and much people of Israel died. Therefore the
people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have
spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the
LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses
prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make
thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to
pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall
live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole,
and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when
he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Numbers 21:6-9

The verses in Numbers make no sense until Jesus explains to Nicodemus

in John 3:14-16:

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him
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should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:14-16

Moses staff of brass from Numbers 21 became an anticipatory sign of
the crucifixion of Jesus Christ!

Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king
of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to
reign. Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign;
and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah. And he did that
which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that
David his father did. He removed the high places, and brake the
images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen
serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of
Israel did burn incense to it: and be called it Nehushtan.

2 Kings 18:1-4

The brass serpent symbol had became a fetish, called Nehushtan, and
was destroyed by King Hezekiah. The legend of Aesculapius was a
derivitive of this idolatry. Sculptures of him are often seen with a snake
on a pole next to him. A snake is a symbol of “sin.” Brass was the metal
that could sustain heat, so often it was a sign of “judgment.” The idea
of a brazen serpent on a pole is an expression of sin being judged. Jesus
Christ on the cross was made sin for us.

AESCULAPIUS

Long before the New Testament days, Aesculapius had been recognized
as a god (the son of Apollo and the virgin
Cornois). He was termed “Savior” and it was
claimed that he had the power to avert death.
He was originally represented by the Anatolians
as a serpent, and the Greeks later depicted him
holding Hermes’ staff (the god of commerce)
with the two-headed snake (see graphic, right).
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Friedlander surveyed 242 logos or insignias of today’s American
organization related to the health or medicine associations in which
the caduceus or staff of Aesculapius (left) formed an integral part
dating from the late 1970s to early 1980s. He found that professional
associations were more likely to use the staff of Aesculapius (62%) while
commercial organizations were more likely to use the caduceus (76%).

The exception is for hospitals, where only 37% used a
staff of Aesculapius versus 63% for the caduceus (but

remember that U.S. hospitals are usually commercial

ventures). [Friedlander, Walter J., 7he Golden Wand of
Medicine: A History of the Caduceus Symbol in Medicine,

New York, Greenwood, 1992.]

Asclepeions became a practice of health institutions that
prospered for about eight centuries before thescientific
medical practice begun by Hippocrates. Asclepeions
functioned mostly by psychiatry and suggestion. Sleep
was induced and priests used their own methods
(drugs and others) to cause patients to dream, and
then interpret, etc. Bathing, whispered consultations,
music, plays, and other techniques were employed as
therapeutic aids.

REVELATION 2:12—T1TLE OF CHRIST

And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things
saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

The word pergamos is translated from two words in the greek: per (1ép)
meaning mixed, objectionable (pervert, perturbation, inappropriate etc.)
and gamos (yojuoc) meaning marriage (monogamy, bigamy, polygamy,
etc). So, the word pergamos means mixed marriage or objectionable
marriage. The word pergo can also mean “high” or a high marriage.

A title of Christ and the word of God is described as a “Two-edged
Sword” (Heb 4:12; compare Rev 1). This is described as the primary
remedy of the situation in Pergamos. The “Right of the Sword” (Jus

gladii) is the highest official authority and contains the power of life
and death.
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REVELATION 2:13—COMMENDATION

[ know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s
seat is: and thou holdest fast myname, and hast not denied my
[Jaith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr,
who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

The word Antipas (’Avtimag) in Greek means “againstall.” We do not
know much about who Antipas was but Simeon Metaphrastes has a
legendary story thatAntipas, in Domitian’s reign, wasshutup inared-hot
brazen bull, and ended his life in thanksgivings and prayers. Another
author, Hengstenberg makes the name symbolical, meaning one
standing out “against all” for Christ.

SataN Is REAL

The reality is Satan is real. Jesus describes his character as a: murderer
(John 8:44); deceiver (Rev 12:9; 2 Cor 11:3); liar (John 8:44); and
sinner (1 John 3:8). He also has a Domain: a vast demonic kingdom
(Matt 25:41; Rev 12:7); world System (1 John 5:19); but he is local and

can not be omnipresent.

SATAN’s T1TLES
* “adversary” 1 Timothy 5:14; 1 Peter 5:8
¢ “accuser of the Brethren” Revelation 12:10
* “god of this world” 2 Corinthians 4:4

* “prince of the power of the air” Ephesians 2:2
* “the spirit that now works in
the children of disobedience” Ephesians 2:2
* “the enemy that sowed tares”  Matthew 13:39
* “the wicked one” Six times God uses this title!

SPIRITUAL GEOGRAPHY

* 'The locality of Satan and his demons (not omnipresent)
e Territorial (Dan 10; Rev 9:14; 16:12)
* The Migration: from Babylon to Pergamos to Rome
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God tells the church in Pergamos to “Hold fast my name” (His name is
always singular). The Third Commandment speaks of Ambassadorship!

REVELATION 2:14-15—CONCERN

But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to

cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things
sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast thou
also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing
1 hate.

REVELATION 2:16—EXHORTATION

Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight
against them with the sword of my mouth.

Jesus is using a reference from the Old Testament to make a point.

THE PROPHET BALAAM

The prophet Balaam was a Gentile. He is called a “soothsayer” (Josh
13:22) and he was from Mesopotamia (Deut 23:4-5) by Euphrates,
Aram (Num 22:5; 23:7). Balaam was hired by Balak, the King of the
Moabites to curse Israel. God tells Balaam not to go but he continues to
go anyway. On his journey, Balaam was rebuked by his donkey (Num
22) and an angel is revealed to him. Balaam refused to curse Israel (Num
23, 24) but instructed the king on how to defeat Israel (Num 31:16).

Note: Nicolaitans have become doctrine! Compare “the counsel of

Balaam (Num 31:16) and Josephus (Antiquities, 4.6.6).
There are three references to Balaam in the New Testament:

* “Doctrine of Balaam” (Rev 2:14) Spiritually unchaste; marriage
with the world is the theme in this letter

* “Way of Balaam” (2 Pet 2:15) Hireling; making a “market” for
his gift; sold his gift of prophecy for money

* “Error of Balaam” (Jude 11) Sacrificing eternal riches for
temporal gain
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REVELATION 2:17—PRrOMISE TO THE OVERCOMER

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth
it.

Notice that the “Promise to the Overcomer” comes after the “He that
hath an ear” phrase. The “white stone” confuses many scholars and there
are many conjectures on its meaning. However, one that is interesting
(vet still just a conjecture) is apparently it was a Roman practice to
give a white stone with your name on it that would give you food and
access to the games, like an entrance ticket. The white stone with your
name written on it may possibly be idiomatic of this Roman practice.

MANNA

The name manna means “What is it?” For forty years, the Israelites had
manna for breakfast, lunch and dinner. They would collect it daily for
six days only (Ex 16). It is described poetically as “food from heaven,”
“bread of the mighty” (Ps 78:24f ) and “bread of heaven” (Ps 105:40).

The hidden manna is “I Am the Bread of Life” (John 6:26-58).

PERSPECTIVES

Admonitory Level (to all churches)

o Ephesus Devotion, not just doctrine
* Smyrna Endure persecution

* Pergamos Purify ambassadorship

* Thyatira

* Sardis

* Philadelphia

¢ Laodicea

Stand fast against the world!
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Personal Level (Homiletics)

* Ephesus Neglected priorities

* Smyrna Satanic opposition

* Pergamos Spiritual compromise
* Thyatira

e Sardis

* Philadelphia

e Laodicea

Strengthen, purify your ambassadorship, and accurately represent your

King!

PRrROMISES TO THE OVERCOMER

* Ephesus Eat of the Tree of Life

* Smyrna Not hurt of the Second Death
* Pergamos Manna, Stone, New Name

* Thyatira

e Sardis

* Philadelphia

e Laodicea

Who is the “Overcomer’?

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he
that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the
Son of God?

1 John 5:4,5

PRrOPHETIC PROFILE

Pergamos represents the “Married” Church. Their history plays a part
in the corruption of the church in Roman times, but the story really
starts with Babylon.
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Babylonian Legend

Tammuz was born to Nimrod and Semiramis. He was associated with
the sun god and thought to have “died” at the winter solstice (on or
about Dec 22) but yet is “resurrected” as the days get longer. The
Babylonians would celebrate the night he dies by burning a “yule” log
(in Chaldean means “infant”), and replaced by a trimmed tree the next
morning (Jer 10:1-5). Also, mistletoe (fertility), wassail, celibate priests,
purgatory, and Mariolatry, all trace their origins to pagan Rome, a thin
veneer over the Babylonian system (see Rev 17:15-18). [Hislop, Zhe
Two Babylons)

Babylonian Roots

It was Nimrod who founded the original Babylonian religion. It was
virtually identical to Phaethon—or Aesculapius—eventually developing
into the worship of his widow Semiramis and his posthumous son:
(the following are the Latin or Greek labels of the original Chaledean)

Semiramis and Tammuz of Babylon
Ashtoreth and Tammus of Phoenicia
Isis and Horus of Egypt
Aphrodite and Eros of Greece

Venus and Cupid of Rome

— Alexander Hislop

When Cyrus conquered Babylon, the Babylonian priesthood and their
initiates fled and set up shop in Pergamos. As the centroid of power
ultimately shifted to Rome, this same religious system adopted Latin
labels and formed the foundation for pagan Rome.

Pontifex Maximus

When Cyrus conquered Babylon, they founded a new center at Pergamos
and that king became Pontifex Maximus, the high priest of that pagan
system. [Pember] There isa subsequent transfer of the cult from Pergamos
to Rome, with the appointment of successive Caesars as high priest. By
AD 378, Damasus, the Bishop of Rome, completed the absorption of
Babylonianism into the Roman Church. [Hislop and Pember]
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History oF ROME

753 BC Rome founded

343-272 BC Subdued Italy

264-146 BC Conquered Carthage
215-146 BC Greece, Asia Minor

133-31 BC Spain, Gaul, Briton, Teutons
63 BC Conquered Judea

In its zenith, it spanned from the Atlantic to Euphrates and from the
North Sea to the African Desert. The population was estimated about
120 million.

Caesar Worship

Augustus inaugurated emperor worship in order to give the empire
a bond of common sentiment. Although not the seat of imperial and
judicial authority, Pergamos became the center of the official religion of
emperor worship. The first temple of this cult was erected at Pergamos
in 27 BC. Under Vespasian and his successors, it became a test of one’s
loyalty if one would or would not offer incense to the statue of the
emperor.

The Rise to the Zenith
* 46-44 BC Julius Caesar
* 31 BC-  Augustus Christ was born in his reign
AD 14
* 14-37 Tiberius Christ crucified in his reign
* 37-41 Caligula Unsuccessful attempt at

desecration of the Temple
* 41-54 Claudius

* 54-68 Nero Blamed his burning of Rome on
Christians; executed Paul

* 68-69 Galba, Otho,

Vitelius

* 09-79 Vespasian Titus destroyed Jerusalem (70
AD)
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e 79-81
* 81-96

* 98-117

117-138
138-161

161-180

Decline and Fall

180-192
* 192-284

193-211

218-222
* 218-222
* 222-235

* 235-238
* 244-249
* 249-251
* 253-260
* 260-268
* 270-275
* 284-305

Titus

Domitian
Trajan

Hadrian
Antoninus
Pius

Marcus
Aurelius

Commodus

Barrack
Emperors

Septimius
Severus
Caracalla

Elagabalus
Alexander

Severus
Maximinus
Phillips
Decius
Valerian
Galienus
Aurelian

Diocletian

Most violent; thousands slain;
John banished to Patmos

Sought to uphold the laws;
Christianity regarded illegal

Bar Kochba revolt; Aelia
Capitolina replaces Jerusalem

Severest since Nero. Peak of
Roman power

Appointed by army. Civil War

Tolerated Christianity
Tolerated Christianity
Favorable to Christianity

Very favorable to Christianity
Persecuted Christians
Killed Origen

Favored Christians

Persecuted Christians most.
Systematically attempted to
abolish all by tortuous death
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Constantine

In AD 312, Constantine set out to defeat the forces of Maxentius,
his rival, for supreme power in the empire. His father had prospered
when he had prayed to the God of the Christians, and Constantine,
in his extremity, resorted to the same action. It is said that on the next
day he saw a shining cross in the sky with an inscription above it: iz
hoc signo vinces which means “In this sign thou shalt conquer.” He
defeated Maxentius at the Milvan bridge, and immediately declared his
conversion to Christianity. (Scholars argue about the topic and there
are many conjectures.)

In AD 325, Constantine issued the Edict of Toleration which established
freedom of religion; it was no longer illegal to be a Christian; he favored
Christians at court; exempted Christian ministers from taxes; and issued
a general exhortation to all his subjects to become Christians.

In AD 330, he moved the capital of the empire from Rome to
Byzantium, calling it Constantinople (later renamed Istanbul by

Muslims).

Constantine also ceased the gladiatorial fights; reduced the killing of
unwelcome children; abolished crucifixion as a form of execution;
repealed the persecution edicts of his predecessor Diocletian; assumed
headship of the church; advanced Christians to high offices; declared
Sunday a day of worship (forbade work on Sunday); and reduced slavery.

MARRIAGE OF CHURCH AND WORLD 1S CONSUMMATED

* 361-363 Julian, “The Apostate” sought to restore paganism

* 363-364  Jovian reestablished the Christian religion

* 378-395  'Theodosius made Christianity the state religion.
This caused forced conversions and suddenly
the churches were filled with unregenerate people
who had an ambition to rule. Consequently,
there was a commingling of Christianity and
paganism that was operative throughout the
culture. This is regarded by most scholars as the
marriage between the church and the world.
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It Was A Perverted Marriage

* Heathenism was Christianized by pagan temples became
Christian churches and heathen festivals were converted into
Christian ones

* Pagan priests slipped into office as Christian priests

* Change was mostly nomenclature by giving Christian names
to previous practices

* What persecution didn’t accomplish in Smyrna, was
accomplished by a marriage to the world. Satan changed his
strategy. The underground Christians exchanged the rags of
oppression for the silks of the court.
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SESSION 6

THYATIRA:
REVELATION 2:18-29

THE NICOLAITANS

Frailties of the early centuries or “Tares” sown in the early Church were:
Legalism (denial of Christ’s completed work); Gnosticism (denial of

Christ’s humanity); and, Caesar worship (denial of Christ’s Lordship).

Some scholars believe the Nicolaitans were a first-century sect abusing
their liberty in Christ. But most scholars recognize the Nicolaitans as
an untranslated word. Nicao (Vikdw) means to conquer, overcome,
or rule; and Laos (Aw0c) means Laity or people. The whole idea of the
Nicolaitans was to rule over the people. Using their clergical structure
or position to rule over the laity and seek apostolic authority for their
opinions (Christ hated this; consider Hiswashing of feet in John 13). The
deeds that Ephesus had rejected had became the doctrine at Pergamos.

THYATIRA

The road from Istanbul to Izmir runs through the small and unattractive
town of Akhisar (population: 30,000) which now occupies the site
where once stood the important military city of Thyatira. In New
Testamenttimes, thecitystood atthejunctionof threemainroadsleading
to Pergamos, Sardis, and Smyrna.

It was originally a Lydian town bearing the name of Pelopia, then
Semiramis, and then Euhippia. It was taken by the Persians and then
Alexander, and is ultimately passed to the possession of Lysimachus,
one of Alexander’s four generals. In 301 BC, however, Lysimachus was
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defeated by his rival Seleucus I (Nicator) and it thus became part of
Syria. The city was converted into a frontier fortress to guard the way
to Pergamos.

Nicator named it “Thyatira” (Greek, #hygater means “daughter”) on being
informed that a daughter hadbeen born to him (another meaning for
“Jezebel” is “continual sacrifice” which many scholars associate with
the doctrine of the mass).

Growing in commercial importance, Thyatira became a well-known
center for trade guilds. Membership in these was compulsory and
essential if one was to pursuea trade. These were well organized corporate
bodies, providing specific benefits and taking actions to protect their
interests, often owning considerable property. Each guild was under
the patronage of some pagan deity, and all proceedings and feasts
commenced with paying homage to the patron god or goddess. The
dilemma of the Christian tradesman continues in our own day.

Thyatira was known for its dyes—particularly its purple or scarlet,
derived from the madder-root which is prolific in the area. Alternatives
also included the murex, a shellfish from whose throat a drop of dye
could be extracted. (Cf. Lydia, a wealthy sales rep for Thyatira dwelling
in Philippi; Acts 16:14-15).

Thyatira portrays the medieval papacy from AD 600 to 1500. The dream
to establish and enforce the pretensions of the Roman church constitute
the major part of the history of the Middle Ages. The Chaldean priest
who interpreted the esoteric doctrines of the Babylonian mysteries was
called Peter (i.e. “the interpreter”). He wore an insignia of the two keys
of Janus and Cybele, which still appear on the Papal arms as symbols
of spiritual authority.

The danger to the church at Thyratira did not arise from the persecutions
of imperial Rome nor from the animosity of Jewish attitudes. Itarose
from within the church itself—all the more serious and dangerous to
deal with.
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REVELATION 2:18—T'1TLE OF CHRIST

And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things
saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire,
and his feet are like fine brass;

Thyatira was formerly named “Semiramis” (consort of Nimrod, mother
of Tammuz).

This is the only mention of the “Son of God” out of the entire book
of Revelation! It is possible that this is an apposition to the theme of
the letter which is going to be the “queen of heaven” and “Jezebel.”
(see Peter’s own confession; Matt 16:16-18 vs. “queen of heaven”) Jesus
asserts His power and authority for judgment: “eyes like fire” and “feet
like brass.” When you see the word “like” in scripture it is a reference
to a simile. These are symbols of judgment. The letter to Thyatira is
the central letter of the seven.

REVELATION 2:19—COMMENDATION

[ know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy
patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.

“I know thy works”: He loves us so much He can’t take His eyes off us!
He is always fully informed on our actions and conditions. First the
good news: “works..love..service..faith..patience..works”: Jesus names
six positives and tells them they are improving!

REVELATION 2:20-22—CONCERN

Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess,
to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and
to eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave her space to repent
of her fornication; and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
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The word “fornication” speaks to sexual immorality but is also used
throughout scripture (in the Old and New Testament) referring to “idol
worship.” Having intimacy with a false god is fornication. The chief
sin of this church simply consisted of failing to raise a protest against
this woman who led them into idolatrous doctrines and practices (see
Acts 15:29 injunctions; Elijah at Mt. Carmel; 1 Kings 18). This is the
first reference to the Great Tribulation (“except if they repent”). Only
the unrepentant church will go into the great tribulation.

JEZEBEL

Jezebel was the daughter of Eth-Baal, who was the King of Sidon and
Priest of Astarte. He had murdered his predecessor, Pheles, to seize the
throne. She married King Ahab (king of the northern house of Israel)
to seal a profitable trade alliance between Israel and Phoenicia. Jezebel
sought to exterminate prophets of YHWH (1 Kings 18:13). The queen
was running things and of all the women seen in the Old Testament,
none was more cunning or more unscrupulous. She obtained lands
through “inquisition.” Read the incident of Naboth’s Vineyard (1 Kings
21). A vivid picture of the medieval church for a thousand-year period,
including the Dark Ages.

PAGAN WORSHIP

Jezebel was a worshipper of Baal and Astarte (originated in Babylon),
she and King Ahab ushered in the worst period in the Old Testament
(1 Kings 16:30,33):

* She also worshipped Ashtoreth (Judg 2:13; 10:6; 1 Sam 31:10;
1 Kings 11:5, 33)

* The Groves (trees carved as phallic symbols; Deut 16:21;
Jews never had holy places on the top of a hill because of the
association to pagan worship)

* The Abomination of Sidonians (2 Kings 23:3,6,7; Ezek36:15)

* Title of “Queen of Heaven” is a Babylonian concept (Jer 7:18;
44:15-30)

Compare Jezebel with the “Woman and the Leaven” parable in Matthew
13 (see Lev 2; 1 Cor 5:7-8).
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EL1jAH AND PROPHETS OF BaaL: 1 KINGs 18

1 Kings 18 must be one of the best “show downs” of the Bible where
Elijah takes on the prophets of Baal.

NaBoOTH’S VINEYARD: 1 KiNGs 21

Remember no scripture is in the Bible by accident and 1 Kings 21
maybe one of the most revealing of all when we are studying Revelation.
Naboth had a vineyard given to him by his father and King Ahab desires
his vineyard. Naboth refuses to give up the property. Queen Jezebel
arranges an Inquisition including false witnesses against Naboth, his
condemnation and his execution, along with all his heirs so there is no
claim on the land. Naboth’s vineyard was seized for the king.

Jenu: 2 Kings 9

King Jehu encounters Jezebel and runs her over. Jehu was a servant of
Ahab at Naboth’s vinyard and witnessed the sins of Ahab at that time.
He also is a witness to the judgment of Ahab and now Jezebel.

REVELATION 2:23

And I will Bill her children with death; and all the churches
shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts:
and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

In the phrase, “I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts,” the word
“reins” is referring to our “mind.” In Jeremiah 17:10, God tells us 7,
the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind (YHWH). In Romans 8:27 it
says, Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit
is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

Look at “your works” verses “My works.” There is the implication that
only a remnant survives (cf. 3:4). Within this church was an evil for
which no remedial measures are sufficient.
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REVELATION 2:24-25—EXHORTATION

But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as
have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths
of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.
But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

The “deep things of Satan” is the word “Bathos” and the word “Baros”
means burden. The deep things of Satan verses the deep things of God
(1 Cor 2:10). This is the firsz promise of His Second Coming! 'This is
expressed only in the last four letters.

REVELATION 2:26-29—PROMISE

And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to
him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them
with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to
shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the
morning star. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches.

The phrase “power over nations” may have been the goal of Jezebel. The
“Rod of Iron” echos in scripture (Ps 2:7-9; Ps 110:2; “Us™: 1 Cor 6:2;
Dan 7:18,27). The “Rod” means scepter of righteousness (Heb 1:8).

The phrase the “morning star” describes a time before sunrise (Rev
22:16; 2 Pet 1:19; Num 24:17; possible echo of the Star of Jacob;
Balaam). This is the first letter where the promise to the overcomer is
in the body of the letter. There is a change and shift in structure of the
letter to Thyatira and the letters to follow.
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PERSPECTIVES

Admonitory Level (to all churches)

* Ephesus

* Smyrna

* Pergamos

* Thyatira

* Sardis

* Philadelphia

¢ Laodicea
Stand fast against the world!

Personal Level (Homiletics)

* Ephesus

* Smyrna

* Pergamos

* Thyatira

* Sardis

* Philadelphia

¢ Laodicea

Overcomer’s Promises

* Ephesus

* Smyrna

* Pergamos

* Thyatira

e Sardis

* Philadelphia

¢ Laodicea

Who is “the Overcomer’?

Devotion, not just doctrine.
Endure persecution
Purify ambassadorship

Pagan practices

Neglected priorities
Satanic opposition
Spiritual compromise
Pagan practices

Eat of Tree of Life

Not hurt of second death
Manna, Stone, Name
Power over nations

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he
that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the

Son of God?

1 John 5:4-5
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ProrHETIC PROFILE: THE PAaracy

Thyatira represents the Medieval Church. A review of the papacy will
help to understand the context.

In AD 378, Damasus, the Bishop of Rome, took on the office of
Pontifex Maximus, which was the high priest of the Babylonian
religion. It was previously the prerogative of the Ceasars or Roman
emperor, thus combining the “Christian” church with pagan religion.
The ceremonies, rites, titles, vestments...celibate priests, Mariolatry, image
and crucifix worship, veneration of saints, adoration of the host...papal
infallibility, transubstantiation, etc. These are all idolatry thinly veneered
by Christian nomenclature.

The word Pope means “Papa,” or “Father.” Initially it applied to all
Western bishops, but at about AD 500, it began to be restricted to
the Bishop of Rome (for five hundred years the Bishops of Rome were
NOT popes).

Peter

The Roman Catholic tradition that Peter was the first pope is fiction,
without any historical (or Biblical) basis whatsoever. There is no
evidence that Peter was ever a Bishop of Rome. His own foreboding
over successors appears in 1 Peter 5:3, Neither as being lords over [God 5]
heritage, but being examples to the flock.

Early Roman Bishops attempted to influence and control other bishops,
but with no significant effect.

Silvester I (AD 314-335) was Bishop of Rome when Constantine
virtually made Christianity the state religion of the Roman Empire.
Constantine regarded himself as head of the church, calling and
presiding over the Council of Nicaea (AD 325). The Bishops of
Alexandria and Antioch were accorded full jurisdiction over their
provinces, as was the Roman Bishop over his, without even a hint that
they were subject to Rome.

By the end of the fourth century the churches and bishops had come to
be largely dominated from five primary centers: Rome, Constantinople,
Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria.
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These Bishops had come to be called Patriarchs, of equal authority,
each in control of their own province. After the division of the Empire
(AD 395), Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria came to acknowledge
the leadership of Constantinople. Subsequently, the struggle between
Constantinople and Rome began.

The Struggle for Supremacy
The Bishop of Rome, Siricius (395-398), in his lust for worldly power

claimed universal jurisdiction over the church. But unfortunately for
him, in his day the Empire divided (AD 395) into two separate empires,
East and West. The east was beset with theological controversies. The
west was under increasingly weak emperors, was breaking up before the
barbarians. The west fell apart before AD 476. The east outlasted the
west by about one thousand years. But these attempts continued from
the Bishops of Rome to declare universal jurisdiction over the church

until Leo 1 (AD 440-461).

This struggle remains to this day: it was the root of the bloodshed in
the Croatia-Bosnian-Serbian conflict in the region of Yugoslavia. There
are three ethnic traditions, three religions, three different sources of
support: the Roman Catholics, the Eastern Orthodox, and the Muslims.
There is no “high ground”: they all have accumulated atrocities over
the past 1,500 years.

Leo I (440 - 461)

Leo I is whom some historians regard as the first pope. He obtained from
Emperor Valentinian III imperial recognition for his claim as Primate
of All Bishops (AD 445). In 452, he persuaded Attila the Hun to spare
the city of Rome. In 455, he induced Genseric the Vandal to have mercy
on the city. His reputation was made. He declared himself Lord of the
Whole Church, advocated exclusive universal papacy, resistance to his
authority was a sure path to Hell, and he advocated the death penalty
for heresy. However, the Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon (451),
composed of bishops from all over world, had given the Patriarch of
Constantinople equal prerogatives with the Bishop of Rome.
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Fall of Rome

Simplicius (468-483) was the Roman “Pope” when the Western Empire
came to an end (476). Free of civil authority, the fragmented kingdoms
of the barbarians left ample opportunity for individual advantageous

alliances, and ironically, the Pope became the most commanding figure
in the West.

Gregory I (590-604) is regarded by many as the first Pope. He appeared
at a time of political anarchy throughout Europe. His conspicuous
leadership over the various kings stabilized the times. He labored
unceasingly over the purification of the church, deposed neglectful
or unworthy bishops, opposed the sale of offices (“simony”), etc. In
his personal life he was a good man, one of the purest and best of the
popes. If more had been as he was the world would have a different
estimate of the papacy.

Charlemagne

Zacharias (741-752) was instrumental in making Pepin, father of
Charlemagne, King of the Franks (a Germanicpeopleoccupyingwestern
GermanyandnorthernFrance). StephenlI(752-757) requested Pepin to
lead his army to Italy and conquer the Lombards, which had pillaged
Italy. He succeeded and gave a large part of central Italy to the Pope,
which was the beginning of the Papal States, a temporal dominion which
continued for 1,100 years (until King Victor Immanuel returned these
lands to the Kingdom of Italy in 1870.) Pepin’s son, Charlemagne,
(who was also the grandson of Charles Martel, who had saved Europe
from Islam by his victory at the Battle of Tours, 732) was one of the
greatest rulers of all time. He reigned forty-six years with many wars
and conquests of vast magnitude. His realm included what is now
Germany, France, Switzerland, Austria, Hungary, Belgium, and parts
of Spain and Italy.

He helped the Pope and the Pope helped him. He was one of the greatest
influences in bringing the Papacy to a position of world power. After
Charlemagne’s death, the Treaty of Verdun (843) divided his empire
into what became the foundations of Germany, France and Italy, and
a ceaseless struggle between the Popes and the German and French
kings began. The “Holy Roman Empire” lasted one thousand years,
until Napoleon brought it to an end in 1806.
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The Isidorian Decretals

Nicholas I (858-867) was the first Pope to wear a crown. It was about
this time (857) that a book appeared, “The Isidorian Decretals,” which
purported to be letters and decrees of Bishops and Councils of the
second and third centuries. Centuries later they were discovered to
be deliberate forgeries. They were designed to exalt the power of the
Pope, stamping the Papacy with the authority of antiquity, antedating
the Pope’s temporal power by five centuries. They are regarded as the
most colossal literary fraud in history.

The Great Cleavage

Until 869, all ecumenical councils had been held in or near
Constantinople, and in the Greek language. Nicholas undertook to
interfere in the affairs of the Eastern Church. He excommunicated
Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople, who in turn excommunicated
him. The claims of the Roman Church became unbearable and the East
finally separated itself. The breach became wider through the centuries.
The brutal treatmentof Constantinople by thearmies of Pope InnocentII
during the Crusades, and the creation of the dogma of Papal Infallibility
in 1870 deepened the chasm even more.

In the ninth century, the Eastern Church separated itself from the West
(Rome). The East was primitive Christianity plus Greek and Oriental
paganism. The West was primitive Christianity plus Greek and Roman
paganism.

The Rule of the Harlots (904-963)

The two hundred years between Nicholas I and Gregory VII (870-
1050) are called the “midnight of the Dark Ages.” Bribery, corruption,
immorality, and bloodshed mark this blackest chapter of the church.

Sergius III (904-911) had a mistress, Marozia. She, her mother
Theodora, and her sisters filled the Papal chair with paramours and

bastard sons and turned the Papal den into a den of robbers. This is
called in history “the Rule of the Harlots” (904-963).

John X (914-928) was brought from Ravena to Rome and made Pope
by Theodora for her more convenient gratification. He was smothered
to death by Marozia, who then in succession raised to the Papacy Leo
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VI (928 929), Stephen VII (929-931), and John XI (931-936), her

own illegitimate son.

Another of her sons appointed the four following Popes: Leo VII (936-
939), Stephen VIII (939 942), Martin III (942-946), and Agapetus
IT (946-955). John XII (955-963), a grandson of Marozia, was guilty
of almost every crime; he violated virgins and widows, lived with his
father’s mistress, made the Papal Palace a brothel, and was killed while
in the act of adultery by the woman’s enraged husband.

The Descent Continues (1012-1047)

Benedict VIII (1012 -1024) and John XIX (1024-1033) bought the
Office of the Pope with open bribery. Benedict IX (1022-045) was
made Pope as a boy twelve years old, through a money bargain with
the powerful families that ruled Rome. He committed murders and
adulteries in broad daylight, and robbed pilgrims on the graves of
martyrs. He was a hideous criminal and the people drove him out of
Rome. Some call him the worst of all the Popes.

There were three rival Popes in 1045-1046: Benedict IX. Gregory VI,
and Sylvester III. Rome swarmed with hired assassins and the virtue of
pilgrims was violated. Clement II (1046-1047) was appointed Pope by
Emperor Henry III of Germany “because no Roman clergyman could
be found who was free of the pollution of simony and fornication.”

Golden Age of Papal Power (1049-1294)

The cry for reform was answered by Hildebrand who led the Papacy
into its Golden Age (1049-1294). He controlled five successive
administrations prior to his own: Leo IX (1049-1054); Victor II
(1055-1057); Stephen IX (1057-1058); Nicolas IT (1059 1061); and
Alexander II (1061-1073). He became Gregory VII (1073-1085) and
undertook a major reform, especially simony. Practically all bishops and
priests purchased their offices from the kings and this brought him in
conflict with King Henry IV, Emperor of Germany. Devastating wars
followed and Italy was devastated by the opposing armies. Gregory was
eventually driven from Rome and died in exile. But he had succeeded
in making the Papacy independent of Imperial power.
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Innocent III (1198-1216)

Innocent IIT (1198-1216) was the most powerful of all the Popes.
He claimed to be “Vicar of Christ,” “Vicar of God,” and “Supreme
Sovereign over the Church and the World.” “All things on earth and
in heaven and in hell are subject to the Vicar of Christ.” The kings
of Germany, France, England, and practically all the monarchs in
Europe obeyed his will, including the Byzantine Empire. Never in
history has any one man exerted more power. He ordered two crusades;
decreed transubstantiation, confirmed auricular confession, declared
papal infallibility, condemned the Magna Carta, forbade the reading
of the Bible in the vernacular, instituted the Inquisition, ordered the
extermination of heretics, etc. More blood was shed under his direction
and that of his immediate successors than in any other period of church
history (except in the Papacy’s effort to crush the Reformation in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries).

The Inquisition

The Inquisition was called “The Holy Office;” it was instituted by Pope
Innocent I1I and perfected by Pope Gregory IX. Under the Inquisition,
everyone was required to inform against heretics. Anyone suspect
was liable to torture, without knowing the name of his accuser. The
proceedings were secret. The Inquisitor pronounced sentence and the
victim was turned over to civil authorities to be imprisoned for life or to
be burned. The victim’s property was confiscated and divided between
the church and the state.

The Inquisition claimed vast multitudes of victims in Spain, Italy,
Germany, and the Netherlands and did its most deadly work against
the Albigenses.

The Albigenses, or Carthari, in southern France, northern Spain and
northern Italy preached against the immoralities of the priesthood,
worship of saints and images, completely rejected the clergy and their
claims, opposed the claims of the Church of Rome, made great use of
the Scriptures, and lived self-denying lives with a great zeal for moral
purity. By 1167, they embraced a majority of the population of southern
France and were very numerous in northern Italy. In 1208, Pope
Innocent I1I ordered a crusade in which the bloody war of extermination
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utterly wiped out town after town—the inhabitants murdered without
discrimination—until all of the Albigenses were utterly wiped out.

The Waldenses, a similar but not identical group in the same region
emphasizing Bible reading and rejecting clerical usurpation and
profligacy were similarly wiped out (but for the few survivors in the
Alpine Valleys southwest of Turin who are now the leading Protestant
body in Italy). It is recorded that in the thirty years between 1540 and
1570 no fewer than 900,000 Protestants were put to death by the Pope’s
war for the extermination of the Waldenses.

For five hundred years, the Inquisition was the most diabolical thing
of human history. For its record, none of the subsequent line of “holy”
and “Infallible” Popes have ever apologized. Rather, their leadership

and instigators have been elevated to sainthood.

Boniface VIII (1294-1303)
Boniface VIII (1294-1303), in his famous Bul, Unam Sanctam, he said,

“We declare, affirm, define, and pronounce that it is altogether necessary
for salvation that every creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff.”
(However, he was so corrupt that Dante, who visited Rome during his
pontificate, called the Vatican a “sewer of corruption,” and assigned
him, along with Nicolas III and Clement V, to the lowest parts of Hell.)

French Control of the Papacy (1305-1377)

The Papacy had been victorious in its two hundred year struggle with
the German Empire, but met their match in Philip the Fair, King of
France, with whom the history of modern France begins.

After the death of Pope Benedict X1, the Papal Palace was removed from
Rome to Avignon on the south border of France and for seventy years
the Papacy was the mere tool of the French Court (1305-1377). For the
next forty years there were two sets of Popes, one at Rome and one at
Avignon, each claiming to be “Vicar of Christ,” hurling anathemas and
curses at each other.

Renaissance Popes (1410-1503)
John XXIII (1410-1415), called by some the most depraved criminal

who ever sat on the Papal throne, was guilty of almost every crime.
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As Cardinal in Bologna, two hundred maidens, nuns and married
women fell victim to his amours. As Pope he violated virgins and nuns;
lived in adultery with his brother’s wife; was guilty of sodomy and other
nameless vices; bought the Papal Office; sold Cardinalates to children
of wealthy families; and openly denied the future life.

Pius II (1458-1464) was said to have been the father of many illegitimate
children; spoke openly of the methods he used to seduce women;
encouraged young men and even offered to instruct them in methods of
self indulgence. Paul IT (1464-1471) “filled his house with concubines.”
Sixtus IV (1471-1484) sanctioned the Spanish Inquisition; decreed that
money would deliver souls from Purgatory; was implicated in a plot to
murder Lorenzo de Medici and others who opposed his policies; and
used the Papacy to enrich himself and his relatives. He made eight of
his nephews Cardinals while some of them were mere boys. In wealth
and pomp he and his relatives surpassed the old Roman families.

Innocent VIII (1484-1492) had sixteen children by various married
women. He multiplied church offices and sold them for vast sums of
money; decreed the extermination of the Waldenses; appointed the
brutal Thomas of Torquemada the Inquisitor and General of Spain; and
ordered all rulers to deliver up heretics to him.

Alexander VI (1492-1503) is called the most corrupt of the Renaissance
Popes. He was licentious, avaricious, and depraved. He bought the
Papacy; made many new cardinals for money; had anumber of illegitimate
children whom he openly acknowledged and appointed to high church
offices while they were yet children—and they with their father murdered
cardinalsand others who stood in theirway. He had for a mistress a sister
of the cardinal who became the next Pope, Pius III (1503).

Martin Luther

In the year 1483, in Eisleben, Saxony, a baby boy was born to a poor
coal miner. As he grew up and observed the poverty of his father, this
boy, named Martin, chose to pursue a different vocation. He decided to
become a lawyer and in 1501, entered the University of Erfurt, where
he excelled in his studies.
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As he came to the end of his schooling in 1504, an event took place
which changed his life. While he was walking the campus grounds,
a storm broke so forcefully that Martin fell on his face in fear. The
thunder was deafening and lightning struck all around him, including
a tree next to him. Instinctively, he cried out to the patron saint of
coal miners, whose name he had heard invoked during his childhood,
“Saint Anne! Save me from the lightning. If you save me I will become
a monk.” Shortly thereafter the storm stopped.

Being a man of his word, Martin withdrew from Law school and
entered an Augustinian monastery where he applied himself so diligently
that he obtained a Doctorate of Theology within a few years. But the
more he studied, the more troubled his heart became; for although he
was becoming an expert in theology, he lacked peace personally. The
question he repeatedly wrote in his diary was: “How can a man find
favor with God?”

Disillusioned by a visit to Rome, Habbakuk 2:4 (zhe just shall live by
faith...) became his life text. On October 31, 1517, Luther nails his
ninety-five theses to the door at Wittenburg College. His hope was to
get the church to reform and shed these pagan practices. (See Session
7 for a short biography of Martin Luther.)

The Centuries of Wars

Martin Luther posted his ninety-five theses on October 31, 1517 as
his attempt to spur change in the Roman church. On December 10,
1520, Pope Leo X issued a papal bull, or decree, which excommunicated
Luther and commanded him to “retract within sixty days or suffer
death.” Luther burned it publicly, and the Reformation was born.
At the Diet of Worms in 1521, Charles V the Emperor of “the Holy
Roman Empire” (Germany, Spain, Netherlands and Austria) summoned
Luther to appear. Luther said to him, “Here I stand; I can do naught
else; so help me God.”

The Centuries of Wars began:

 The war on the German Protestants (1566-1609)
* War on Protestants of Netherlands (1566-1609)
* Huguenot Wars in France (1572 -1598)
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* Philip’s attempt against England (1588)
* Thirty Years War (1618-1648)

All these wars were started by Roman Catholic Kings urged on by
the Pope and Jesuits for the purpose of crushing Protestantism. The
thousands killed at the hands of the Caesars of Pagan Rome are dwarfed
by the millions killed at the hands of the Vatican.

The Reformation Popes

Julius II (1503-1513) was called the Warrior Pope. He was the richest
of the cardinals with vast income from numerous bishops and church
estates, and he bought his own Papacy. He attained and personally led
vast armies and issued indulgences for money.

Leo X (1513-1521) was Pope when Luther started the Protestant
Reformation. He was made an Archbishop at age 8 and a Cardinal at
age 13. He was appointed to 27 different church offices, which meant
vast income, before he was 13. He appointed Cardinals as young as 7.
He maintained the most luxurious and licentious court in Europe. This
voluptuary reaffirmed the Unam Sanctam, in which it is declared that
every human being must be subject to the Roman Pontiff for salvation.
He issued indulgences for stipulated fees and declared the burning of
heretics a divine appointment.

Adrian VI was pope from 1522-1523. Paul III (1534-1549) had many
illegitimate children. A determined enemy of the Protestants, he offered
Charles V an army to exterminate them.

The Jesuits

Rome’s answer to the Lutheran secession, the Inquisition was an order
founded by Ignatius Loyola, a Spaniard, under the leadership of the
Jesuits. On the principle of absolute and unconditional obedience to the
Pope, its sole objective was the recovery of territory lost to Protestants
and Muslims and the conquest ofthe entireheathen world for the Roman
Catholic Church. Theirsupremeaim was the destruction of heresy—that
is, thinking anything different from what the Pope said or thought. For
this accomplishment anything was justifiable: deception, immorality,
vice, even murder.
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In France, they were responsible for St. Bartholomew’s Massacre;
persecution of the Huguenots, revocation of the Toleration Edict, and
the French Revolution. InSpain, Netherlands, south Germany, Bohemia,
Austria, Poland, and other countries led in the massacre of untold
multitudes, and thus saved the Papacy from ruin.

St. Bartholomew’s Massacre

Catherine de Medici, mother of the King, an ardent Romanist and
willing tool of the Pope, gave an order on the night of August 24, 1572,
and 70,000 Huguenots were massacred. There was great rejoicing in
Rome. The Pope and his College of Cardinals went in solemn procession
to the Church of San Marco and ordered the Te Deum to be sung
in thanksgiving. He then struck a medal in commemoration of the
massacre and sent a Cardinal to Paris to bear the King and Queen-
Mother the congratulations of the Pope and Cardinals.

Evangelicals and Catholics Together

Themostsignificanteventin five hundred yearsof church history was on
March 29, 1994. On that date, a joint declaration titled “Evangelicals
and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium”
was issued. The compromise of the Gospel lies at the heart of the
agreement--but the Gospel hasn’t changed.

A Surprising Acknowledgment

On May 21, 1995 the Pope asked forgiveness for all wrongs and crimes
committed and permitted by the Roman Catholic Church throughout
their history.

Bibliography and suggested further research:

* Halley’s Bible Handbook, Zondervan Publishing House,
Grand Rapids MI (24th edition, 1965; originally published
1927 (not Billy Graham edition as sections taken out)

* Dave Hunt, A Woman Rides the Beast, Harvest House,
Eugene OR 1994

* Dave Hunt and Chuck Missler, The Kingdom of Blood,
Koinonia House 1996
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SARDIS:
REVELATION 3:1-6

SARDIS

Seven hundred years before this letter was written, Sardis was one of
the greatest cities in the world. It is reputed to be one of the oldest cities
ofAsia. Aeschylus, Thucydides, and other Greek writers mention it as a
city of renown. It probably dates back to before 2000 BC. Sardis was
the ancient Capital of the Lydian empire (1200 BC) and residence of
the royal dynasty of the Mermnades.

A strategic travel location between Pergamos, Smyrna, Ephesus,
Philadelphiaand Phrygia, Sardisfavored commerce and itbecame a very
wealthy city. Gold and silver “Lydian Staters” were the first coins in the
world—in about the sixth century BC.

At its zenith, Croesus, its king, (and also its river, Pactolus) became
proverbial for riches. Its patron deity was the goddess Cybele, (known
as Diana in Ephesus) whose son, Midas, was the wealthy but effeminate

king of Phrygia.

Midas Mythology

In Greek mythology, Midas was king of Phrygia in Asia Minor. For his
hospitality to the satyr, Silenus, Dionysus, god of wine, offered to grant
Midas anything he wished. The king requested that everything he touched
be turned to gold, but he soon regretted his choice because even his food
and water were changed to gold. To free himself from the enchantment,
Midas was instructed by Dionysus to bathe in the Pactolus River. It was
said that afterward the sands of the river contained gold.
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Ostensibly Impregnable

Sardis was situated on a hill one thousand feet above the broad valley of
the Hermus at the foot of Mt. Tmolus. It appeared to be impregnable.
However, the sheer precipitous cliff was clay, which suffered continual
erosion and the untrustworthy mud left occasional cracks which could

be exploited.

Thisfalseconfidencewasreflected in thecharacteroftheinhabitants: false
confidence, appearance without reality, promise without performance,
outward appearance of strength betrayed by want of watchfulness and
diligence. An example: When besieged by the Persians in 549 BC,
Croesus, then king of Lydia, left unguarded the precipitous cliffs on three
sides of the city. After a fourteen-day siege, Cyrus offered a reward to any
man who could find a way of scaling the apparently unscalable cliffs.
One of his soldiers, Hyeroeades, noticed a Lydian soldier accidentally
drop his helmet over the battlements and noted his path to retrieve it,
thus revealing an unguarded oversight.

In the darkness of the following night, Hyeroeades and a Persian party
climbed the cliff and clambered over the unguarded battlements to take
the city. But the Sardians did not learn their lesson. In 214 BC, the
formidable cliffs again proved susceptible to a hazardous climb when
Lagoras repeated the exploit of Hyeroeades and the city was similarly
taken by Antiochus. Hegel said “History teaches that man learns
nothing from history.” The Sardians were not watchful.

Sardis’ Dismal History
* 549 BC Fell to the Persians
* 501 BC Burned by the Ionians
* 334 BC Surrendered to Alexander the Great
* 322 BC Taken by Antigonus
* 214 BC Fell to the Seleucids
A City of Failure

The name Sardis became synonymous with: pretensions unjustified;
promise without performance; appearance without reality; and, false
confidence that heralded ruin. They betrayed themselves by a lack of
watchfulness and diligence (W. M. Ramsay, Letters to Seven Churches).
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By the New Testament time, most of Sardis’ earlier dignity and splendor
had disappeared. A severe earthquake in AD 17 caused major damage.
The town was destroyed by the Turkic conqueror Tamerlane in 1402.
Archaeological excavations were begun at the site in 1910, but the city
itself was not uncovered until 1958. Today the little town of Sart has
only fragments of its proud history.

REVELATION 3:1A—THE STONE
And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write;

There is much uncertainty around the “Sardis” stone. It means “Red
stone,” or “the red ones” and the plural of uncertain derivation (odem,
the red stone with a yellow shade; cf. Ex 28:17; 39:10; Ezek 28:13).
It was used by the ancients for seals, as being tough yet easily worked,
beautiful, and susceptible of high polish and the best stone for engraving,.
Josephus (the best authority, being a priest, therefore having often seen
the high priest’s breastplate) calls it the sardonyx, the first stone in the
high priest’s breastplate. According to the Septuagint, sardion was the
first stone, in the first row, of the breastplate of the high priest. Both
sardine and sardonyx are varieties of agate.

It was named from Sardis in Lydia, where it was first found. The Hebrews
got their high priest’s sardines in Arabia, and from Egypt (Ex 12:35).
The sarda of Pliny’s time was much used by the seal engravers. There
were three Indian varieties, all of them transparent, one of them red in
color; there was then no precious stone in more common use; those of
honey-color were less valued. It probably included both the sard and
the carnelian of the presentday (cryptocrystalline silica).

It, at one time, was deemed a precious stone but then becomes quite
common. The labels for precious stones in the Hebrew of the Old
Testament and the Greek translations of the New Testament were
not consistent, so there are many speculations regarding this stone.
Sardion (Greek: sardion) found in Revelation 4:3 and 21:20 refers to
the foundation of the New Jerusalem. The Vulgate (Jerome’s Latin Bible,
AD 390-405) translates “sardius” and the King James Version translates
“sardine” (stone) and “sardius” (Rev 21:20); the Revised Version (British
and American) translates “sardius.”
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In Revelation 4:3, it says, And He who sat there was like a jasper and
a sardius stone. As the jasper (or else diamond) represents the divine
brightness or holiness, so the red sardine (our cornelian) represents His
fiery wrath. This is also the same union as in Ezekiel 1:4 and 8:2 and
Daniel 7:9.

It is interesting that this stone is not identifiable although it has a name,
but no significance. This is exactly what the letter to Sardis is all about!

REVELATION 3:1B—T1TLE OF CHRIST &
CONCERN

These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the
seven stars; 1 know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou
livest, and art dead.

The “Seven Spirits of God” was the Old Testament idiom for the Holy
Spirit. Why does Jesus use this title with this particular church? Most
denominations today are very uncomfortable with the Holy Spirit—it’s
one major cause of division within the church.

CONCERN

The word “name” in the Greek is 0720ma (6vope) and also means “label” or
“being covered by a name.” This word appears three times in six verses
in this letter. Sardis has a name and yet art dead!

What's missing? There is no “Commendation” in this letter!?

THE REFORMATION: A REVIEW

As early as the thirteenth century, (before Martin Luther) the reformation
was beginning. The papacy had become vulnerable to attack because
of the greed, immorality, and ignorance of many of its officials in all
ranks of the hierarchy. They had vast tax-free church possessions, some
constituting as much as one-fifth to one-third of the lands of Europe.
This incited the envy and resentment of the land-poor peasantry.
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14t Century
English reformer John Wycliffe boldly attacked the papacy strikingat the

saleofindulgences, theexcessive veneration of saints and the moral and
intellectual standards of ordained priests. To reach the common people,
he translated the Bible into English rather than Latin.

15t Century

Wycliffe’s teachings spread to Bohemia, where they found a powerful
advocate in Jan Hus (John Huss). His execution in 1415 led directly
to the Hussite Wars, a violent expression of Bohemian nationalism,
suppressed with difficulty by the combined forces of the Holy Roman
emperor and the pope. The wars were a precursor of religious civil war
in Germany in Luther’s time.

French Papacy

The captivity of popes at Avignon in the fourteenth century, and the
ensuing Western schism, gravely impaired the authority of the Papacy
and divided its adherents into partisans of one or another pope.

Council of Constance (1414-1418): A four year period where all kinds
of ambitious programs for the reorganization of the entire hierarchy
were debated but no program gained a majority.

Concordat (1516) between the king and the pope which placed the
French church substantially under royal authority. Earlier concordats
with other national monarchies also prepared the way for the rise of
autonomous national churches.

The Gutenberg Press

The invention of the Gutenberg Press and the idea of printing with
movable metal type generated a revolution in printing. The Gutenberg
Bible is the first book so printed, by Johannes Gutenberg in Mainz,
Germany, 1455. The increased efficiency of printing, and a more literate
population, enhanced the spread of ideas, fueling the sixteenth century
Protestant Reformation in Germany. Scholarly studies laid the basis
on which Luther, Calvin, and other reformers proclaimed the Bible,
rather than the church, as the sole authority. This greatly increased the
circulation of books and the spread of new ideas throughout Europe.
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Martin Luther

In the year 1483 in Eisleben, Saxony, a baby boy was born to a poor
coal miner. As he grew up and observed the poverty of his father, this
boy, named Martin, chose to pursue a different vocation. He decided
to become a lawyer and, in 1501, entered the University of Erfurt,
where he excelled in his studies.

As he came to the end of his schooling in 1504, an event took place
which changed his life. While he was walking the campus grounds,
a storm broke so forcefully that Martin fell on his face in fear. The
thunder was deafening and lightning struck all around him, including
a tree next to him. Instinctively, he cried out to the patron saint of
coal miners, whose name he had heard invoked during his childhood,
“Saint Anne! Save me from the lightning. If you save me I will become
a monk.” Shortly thereafter the storm stopped.

Being a man of his word, Martin withdrew from Law school and
entered an Augustinian monastery where he applied himself so diligently
that he obtained a Doctorate of Theology within a few years. But the
more he studied, the more troubled his heart became; for although he
was becoming an expert in theology, he lacked peace personally. The
question he repeatedly wrote in his diary was: “How can a man find
favor with God?”

Disillusioned by a visit to Rome, Habbakuk 2:4 (#he just shall live by
faith...) become his life text. On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed
his ninety-five theses to the door at Wittenburg College. His hope
was to get the church to reform and shed their pagan practices. On
December 10, 1520, a papal bull (a decree from the pope) was issued to
excommunicate Luther and demand that he “retract within sixty days or
suffer death.” Luther burned it publicly and the Reformation was born.

Luther made a command appearance before Charles V, Emperor of
“the Holy Roman Empire” (Germany, Spain, Netherlands and Austria)
during the Diet of Worms in 1521. Luther stated, “Here I stand; I can
do naught else; so help me God,” and refused to recant.

The Centuries of Wars began: the war on the German Protestants (1566-
1609); war on Protestants of Netherlands (1566-1609); Huguenot
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Wars in France (1572 1598); Philip’s attempt against England (1588);
and the Thirty Years War (1618-1648). All of these wars were really
struggles by the Pope attempting to maintain control.

The Jesuits

The Jesuits were the main arm of the papacy at this time. This was an
order founded by Ignatius Loyola Spaniard on the principle of absolute
and unconditional obedience to the Pope, having as its object the
recovery of territory lost to Protestants and Muslims, and the conquest
of the entire heathen world for the Roman Catholic Church. Their
supreme aim was the destruction of heresy—that is, thinking anything
different from what the Pope said to think. For this accomplishment,
anything was justifiable: deception, immorality, vice and even murder.
In France, they were responsible for the St. Bartholomew’s massacre;
persecution of the Hugenots; revocation of the Toleration Edict;
and facilitating the French Revolution. In Spain, Netherlands, south
Germany, Bohemia, Austria, Poland, and other countries, they led in
the massacre of untold multitudes and thus saved the Papacy from ruin.

11h-15% Century

1054 Eastern Orthodoxy
1173 Waldensians Peter Waldo
1379 Lollards John Wycliffe
1415 Hussites Jan Hus
16 Century
1517 Lutheranism Martin Luther
1521 Anabaptists Scandanavian Lutherans
1523 Swinglianism Huldreich Zwingli
1534 Anglicanism Henry VIII
1536 Mennonites Menno Simons
1536 Calvinism John Calvin
1540s German Reformed Church
1550s Hungarian Reformed Church
1560s French Calvinists

(Huguenots)
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1560s
1560s
1570s

17* Century

1606
1647
1690
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Scottish Presbyterians

Congregationalism

Dutch Reformed Church

English Baptists
Quakers
Amish

18* & 19* Century

1739
1785
1800
1819
1831
1863
1865
1879
1914

The Denominational Church Today

Methodism

Protestant Episcopal Church
United Brethren in Christ

Unitarianism
Disciples of Christ

Seventh-Day Adventists

Salvation Army
Christian Science
Assemblies of God

John Knox
Puritans

John Smyth
George Fox
Jacom Ammon

John Wesley

William Channing
Thomas Campbell
William Miller
William Booth
Mary Baker Eddy

Characteristics of the major modern denominations include:

* “Soft” hermeneutical traditions

* Denial of the Millennial Reign

* Denial of Israel’s prophetic destiny

* Absence of Biblical devotional life

* De-emphasis of the Gospel of Christ

¢ Ordination of homosexuals

The Reformation was a heroic period in church history. “Salvation by
faith, not works.” But itsfailures persist unto this day. The allegorizing of
Scripture (especially those concerning Christ’s rule in the Millennium)
is at the top of the list. The Reformation did not go far enough. The
Millennium and the Rapture of the Church are not accepted literally

in most mainline denominational churches today.
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Evangelicals and Catholics Together

On March 29, 1994, ajointdeclaration was signed, called “Evangelicals
and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium.”
The compromise of the Gospel lies at the heart of the agreement. But
the Gospel hasn’t changed. This could be the most significant event in
500 years of church history.

REVELATION 3:2-3—EXHORTATION BEGINS

Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are
ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
[Jast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come
upon thee.

This is a call to be “watchful,” to “pay attention” and do your homework
and research! To strengthen the things that remain is a warning and
an implication of the things that you have are eroding away. It is a
rebuttal to those ignoring the times. “...as a thief in the night” was
the proverbial downfall of Sardis! The message in the letter to Sardis is
hold fast and repent. Apparently He will zot come “as a thief” for those
who are diligent.

“Be WATCHFUL”

Be vigilant Ten virgins of Matthew 25
Watchfulness Romans 13:11; 1 Corinthians 16:13
Be watchful of:

The wiles of the devil 1 Peter 5:8

Temptation Matthew 26:41

His Coming Matthew 24:42-43; Mark 13:37;

1 Thessalonians 5:6
False Teachers Acts 20:29-31(Ephesus was watchful)
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“STRENGTHEN THINGS WHICH REMAIN”

Great truths are being lost today: the justification by faith alone; the
inerrant Word of God; the depravity of man; and redemption by His
blood.

“...Works Notr COMPLETE”

Our love is not complete, our fear (our devotional life) is not complete,
our loyalty (our ambassadorship) is not complete, and our service is not
complete. Without Him, we can’t. Without us, Hewon’t.

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
[from me, ye that work iniquity.
Matthew 7:21-23

REVELATION 3:4—FEXHORTATION ENDS

Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled
their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they
are worthy.

Only a few names? The phrase, “even in Sardis” is the call to a faithful
remnant!

REVELATION 3:5-6—PROMISE

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I
will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.
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ADMONITORY LEVEL (TO ALL CHURCHES)

* Ephesus Devotion, not just doctrine
* Smyrna Endure persecution

* Pergamo Purify ambassadorship

* Thyatira Pagan practices

e Sardis Watchfulness, diligence

* Philadelphia

* Laodicea

THE ONCE AND FUTURE CHURCH

There is a dark day coming, but there is a groundswell that is very
interesting to see. It appears there is a renewed interest in home
fellowships, and this may have a direct impact on what’s coming.

The Regeneration Gap

Why is the divorce rate among Christians no better than among
unbelievers? What is really meant by “Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain?” There is a regeneration gap in the church.

Over 2,000 churches are planted per week: 150 million (1974) to 650
million (1998).

There is a silent exodus of people slipping out the back doors almost
unnoticed. They are attracted but not contained; interested but not
inserted into fellowship; harvested but not gathered; and touched but
not transformed. They looked in briefly but were disappointed in what
they saw.

* 52,000 defections each week from churchdom and an
astounding 94% are the leaders! (Charles Crismier, Out of
Egypt) “Cattle are driven; sheep are led.”

* At a time when the public display and discourse about
matters of faith have been under attack, a poll indicates most
Americans, about 63% believe the Bible is literally true and the

Word of God (Warld Net Daily, 4/126/05).
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The Way It All Started

* A group of twelve alongside a seashore

* The birth of the church at Pentecost was in a house (Acts 2:2)

* The early church met in houses (Acts 2:46; 5:42; 8:3; 9:11;
12:12; 16:40; 18:7; 20:20; 21:8; Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 16:19; Col
4:15; 1 Tim 5:13-14; and Philem 1:2)

* As a persecuted church, it was the only safe way to meet

Back to Basics

* The Church: the powerful society of the Redeemed. A place
where people can literally see the Body of Christ. These are not
people who have been briefly touched by an abbreviated gospel
of some evangelistic Blitzkrieg of short duration that is quickly
forgotten.

* We want to return to New Testament simplicity and
authenticity.

* There are no specific “models” we are implicating. We want to
let the Spirit lead as He will; and not be shackled by traditional

ceremonies.

Eroding Foundations

* Biblical Illiteracy Extant: Allegorical myths; denying the
centerpiece of Israel and her destiny; and no real focus on the
imminent return of Christ.

* The Pagan Fallacies: Evolutionary myths; and the denial
of absolutes: Relativism. All of these fallacies have been
empowered by the state churches.

State Churches

AD
220: Origen introduces infant baptism
312: Constantine “adopts” Christianity
325: Edict of Toleration: state endorsed religion as being

legal. The rags of caves exchanged for the silks of the
court. Clergy professionalized. Churches “fit for a
king.”

380: House churches outlawed. Bishops Theodosius and
Gratian order that there should be only one state-
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recognized Orthodox church. Every Roman citizen was
forced to be a member and should be made to believe
lex fidei, the law of faith.

Council of Ephesus: Mary worshiped as the “Mother
of God.” (Infant baptism became compulsory in the
Western world by 416.)

Leo the Great: “Bishop of Rome”

Valentian confirmed as “Spiritual leader of Western
Empire

Common priestly dress code

Justinian: state-ordained church

Boniface III: 1% “Pope” of Catholic Church

Kissing Pope’s foot begins

Worship of images and relics develops

Use of holy water begins

Canonization of dead Saints

Fasting on Fridays and before Lent

Celibacy of the priesthood instituted

Prayer beads adopted from paganism

Inquisition begins: Jews, witches, etc. (Napoleon’s
brother Joseph declares it illegal in 1808. Last heretic
hanged in Valencia, Spain in 1826, 18 years later.)
Pope Innocence IV officially establishes sale of
indulgences

Transubstantiation of water and wine

Reading the Bible forbidden to laymen

Communion cup forbidden to lay people

Doctrine of Purgatory decreed

Jews outlawed in Spain (Why Columbus had to set sails
before midnight with his crew)

Tradition granted equal authority with Bible (Council
of Trent)

The Reformation

1517:

1526:

Luther’s 95 Theses (Zwingli, Melanchton, Calvin, John
Knox, and others)

Reversions to traditional forms of services (vs.
“Anabaptists” et al.)
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1530:  “All lay pastors teaching publicly are to be killed.”
Schwenckfeld outlawed; disciples jailed.

1600: 40 translations from the Latin Bible

1700:  Huguenots murdered (a leader, Claude Brousson
publicly executed before 10,000 witnesses)

Persecutions Continue

* Fourth century: Canonized by the state

* Independent fellowships are outlawed and persecuted

* Reformation: Soteriology (doctrine of Salvation) is reformed
but other erroneous traditions are ignored (mainly eschatology)

* Protestant leadership continues to persecute deviant groups
adhering to Biblical doctrines

But “church” was still largely a spectator sport; adaptations of previous
(traditional) synagogue rituals.

Luther reformed it; Free churches freed it; the Baptists baptized
it; the Quakers dry cleaned it; the Salvation Army put it into
uniform; the Pentecostals anointed it; and the Charismatics
renewed it.

Protestant Reactions

* Anabaptists (1535-1546: 30,000 killed)
 Labadie’s Convertible Brotherhoods

¢ The Priscillians

* The Bogomilians

e Petrobusians

e Patarenians

e Waldensians

* Lollards ...etal.

Wesley Revival

Directed Growth and Discipleship: John and Charles Wesley, founders
of what became the Methodist Church developed from their emphasis
and techniques with small groups.

The Trial Band: distinguished the sincere secker from the casually
curious. Sincerity was the only requirement and it was easy to get
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out. If you missed three meetings in a quarter, you were out. Prayer,
worship, and an element of spiritual accountability; after 2-3 months,
recommended for membership in the United Society and Class Meeting.
Emphasis on “prevenient grace”: the grace that goes before belief.

Class Meeting: explored “convincing grace” with an emphasis on the
mind. Having responded to the wooing of the Spirit, one had made
a commitment to pursue a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Gestation to experiencing “converting grace,” “justification” or new
birth was about two years.

Band Meeting: all born-again. How do I grow in grace and live as a
disciple? Level of accountability, and confidentiality, was higher. There
was separation by gender and marital status and each group had about

4-8 people.

Spiritual Maturity: Not separated: living Galatians 3:28 and Romans
5:5, etc. Spiritual adulthood.

— Tom Albin’s article in Christianity Today, August 2003

In 1768, (after 30 years) it had 40 “circuits” and 27,341 members. By
1800, 1 of 30 Englishmen was a member of the Wesley revival.

Alternatives

* The Mega-Church
* The Local Congregational Church
* The Small Study Group
“Cells” sponsored by the local church

Home Fellowships
Home Churches

The Congregational-Church

* A Building (“Cathedral,” or “Church”)

* A Special Day (Sunday)

* A Professional Leadership (priest, clergyman, pastor)

* A special service, performed for the people (ceremonies,
interpretations, motivation)

* A way to maintain itself (tithes and offerings)

— Bill Beckham, 7he Second Reformation
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The Life Cycle of Churches

* People-oriented Pastor

* Pulpit-Oriented Pastor

* Property-oriented Pastorate (Gideon: Snatching Defeat from
the Jaws of Victory)

* Power-oriented Pastorate (return of the Nicolaitans)

* Politically-driven decay (accountability; management by
hearsay; lack of an “Objective Function”)

ADVANTAGES OF SMALL GROUPS

* Disciplined multiplication (mitosis)

* Free of growth barriers (no leadership problem, all that is
needed is facilitators)

* Participants are “involved”

* Personal transformation and accountability

* More effective for new Christians

* Solves the leadership crisis

* More Biblical

* Persecution-proof structure

* More efficient: lower cost

An example of a congregational church moving toward smaller groups

would be The Rock Church in San Diego, CA.

* Everyone in “Sunday Church” is required to be in a Small
Group (6-12 people)

* Small Groups meet weekly with their “Facilitator.” They pray,
hold themselves accountable, and discuss sermon notes. When
a Small Group grows beyond 12, it is forced to split into two.

* In first two years, the Rock Church grew to over 4,000

The True “Church”

* A Supernatural invention

* Endowed with immortality

* The means to disciple each other

* Transfer of Jesus’ life to each other

* It turns: atheists to apostles; terrorists into teachers; plumbers
into pastors, and elders into evangelists
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Theses

* A way of life, not a series of meetings (“The Way”; Acts 18:20)

* No such thing as “a house of God” (God does not live in
temples made by human hands)

* No bureaucratic clergy in the NewTestament: no clerical
mediators (1 Tim 2:5); There is only one mediator between
God and man: Jesus Christ. Nicolaitanes were adoptions from
pagan religions.

* Line vs. staff: overhead or productive?

Some Issues

There are some issues when you form a home group. Mission
Alternatives: Evangelism; Discipleship; Leadership; Prepared Teachers;
Discussion Facilitators.

Korean Fellowships

* Some home fellowships are organized by profession
* Special invitation only

CHARACTERISTICS OF SMALL GROUPS

* Organic not organized; relational not formal.

* Persecution-proof structure: matures under tears; multiplies
under pressure; flourishes in the desert; sees in the dark; and
thrives on chaos.

* Its only boast is the Lamb.

Koinonia

* Koinonia means fellowship, communication, communion,
sharing and participating with someone

* It cannot be “organized”; it must be led by the Spirit to bear
meaningful fruit

* We can revisit the open, organic styles of the New Testament,
instead of being limited to the structured approach canonized
by the state in the 4™ century
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Finding the “Right” One
* Neighborhood groups
* Professional groups

e Start Your Own! It’s easy; God will surprise you
* He always rewards the diligent

StorM CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON

* 'The Biblical Christian is becoming increasingly “politically
incorrect.”

* The true church(es) will eventually be forced underground.
“The attack against them will be led by the ‘liberal’
denominationalchurches”

—J. Vernon McGee

An Explosion Toward the Past: “Back to the Future”

e A Personal Discovery (more personal growth in home Bible
studies)

* A Modern Trend of Hope (in home Bible studies)

* The Persecuted Church: it did then and it will now...as an
impact foryou!

PERSPECTIVE

Personal Application (Homiletics)

* Ephesus Neglected Priorities

* Smyrna Satanic Opposition

* Pergamos Spiritual Compromise
* Thyatira Pagan Practices

e Sardis Watchfulness, Diligence
* Philadelphia

¢ Laodicea
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OVERCOMER’S PROMISES

* Ephesus Eat of Tree of Life

* Smyrna Not hurt of second death

* Pergamos Manna, Stone, Name

* Thyatira Power over nations

* Sardis Walk with Him in white; name

not blotted out
* Philadelphia

¢ Laodicea

ProPHETIC PROFILE

Sardis represents the Denominational Church.
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PHILADELPHIA:
REVELATION 3:7-13

PHILADELPHIA

The youngest of the cities, now known as Alashehir, was built in the
area acquired by Pergamos in 189 BC. King Eumenes II, the King of
Pergamos, had a younger brother, Attalus II, who was his successor, and
won the cognomen Philadelphus (“One who loves his brother”), after
which the city was named, for his loyalty and affection for Eumenes.
Philadelphian coins show the two brothers as completely alike in height,
features, and dress.

The area was well favored for wine production (Dionysys, the god of
wine, was the principal deity) and the city well situated also on the
imperial post road from Rome and Troas to Pergamos, Sardis and to the
interior of Phrygia. It was a virtual gateway to the high central plateau
of Asia Minor and thus became a missionary center for spreading the
Greek language and mannersinto the eastern parts of Lydiaand Phrygia.
This missionary character of the city seems to be stressed in the letter
to the church of Philadelphia. The area (called Katakekaumene, “the
Burned Land”) was a highly volcanic region and suffered repeatedly
from earthquakes. It was almost completely destroyed in the disaster
of AD 17, which devastated Sardis and ten other cities. Tremors were
reported for years afterwards. Civicand economicdisruption lasted for
more than twenty years.

Generous assistance and financial relief from Tiberius caused the citizens
to name the rebuilt city Neo-Caesarea (“New City of Caesar”). Later,
in the time of Vespasian, it was changed to Flavia, his family name.
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The name changes were short-lived and the old name Philadelphia was
soon revived. Today, its called Allah Shehu, which means “city of God”
(or Alashehir, “red city”). Prosperity was never fully regained. The city
was under a legal jurisdiction of which Sardis was the center.

The church suffered at the hands of the large Jewish community in
the city. Ignatius, the bishop of Antioch, writing to the Philadelphian
church a few years after John’s Revelation, referred to the Jews, who
had so long persecuted the Christians there, as being converted and
turning in contrition to those whose adversity they had caused. This
trend is reflected in the letter itself.

The word phile translates “friendship or affection” and delphus means
“city,” in turn the name Philadelphia translates to “the friendly city,”
“city of friendship,” or “friendly fellowship.” To be renamed, ultimately,
in this letter to “the name of My God.”

REVELATION 3:7—T1TLE OF CHRIST

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These
things saith he that is holy, be that is true, he that hath the key
of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth,
and no man openeth;

Who has the “key of David?” Christ.

“Hory”

* “Holy” (Rev 6:10; Lev 11:44; 21:8; Isa 57:15); Song of the
Seraphim (Isa 6:3)

e at His birth (Luke 1:35)

e at His death (Acts 2:27)

* in His present priestly office (Heb 7:25)

God is “Holy” and He is “True.” The “title” that Jesus picks in this letter
details His character. Out of the seven letters, Philadelphia is faithful
to being loyal competent ambassadors.
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(14 TRUE”

* The word “true” is Alethinos, which means real or genuine; and
alethes means “truth” in contrast to falsehood (John 17:3; 1
John 5:20)

* Prophecy of Zecharias (Luke 1:75)

* His kinggship rests upon the foundation of His character (Ps 2;
24, etc.). He can be trusted! (This is opposite from the god of
the koran, which presents Allah as capricious and unpredictable)
Jesus Christ delights in making and keeping His promises. His
character is what He is all about. He is trustworthy.

“Kgy oF DavipD”

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah: And I will clothe him with thy

robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit

thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. And the key
of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall
open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall
open. And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he
shall be for a glorious throne to his father’s house. And they shall
hang upon him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring
and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of
cups, even to all the vessels of flagons. In that day, saith the
LORD of hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure place be
removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that was
upon it shall be cut off: for the LORD hath spoken it.

Isaiah 22:20-25

Eliakim is replacing Shebna, Hezekiah’s treasurer and he is given the
office of treasurer of the king (cf. Isa22:19-24). He has fulladministrative
authority. Eliakim carried a heavy key on a loop slung over his shoulder,
indicating his power to grant or deny others an audience with the king,.
He alone provided access to the presence of the king.
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Verse 22 has the same phrases Jesus is using of himself and the illusion
is Messianic (Isa 9:6,7; Luke 1:32-33; Matt 28:18; Rev 1:18). The “nail”
and the “cross” are referred to in verse 25.

Not “Just TO PETER”

* “Keys to the Kingdom” were given to Peter (Matt 16:19) and
to all the Apostles (Matt 18:18)

* Door opened to Gentiles (Acts 10)

* Clarified in his first epistle (1 Pet2:4-9)

“Keys of the Kingdom”

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And
1 will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.

Matthew 16:15-19

Jesus is speaking of Peter’s faith. The word Petros {pet’-ros} (Ilétpoc) and
Peter’s name means a stone. The word petra {pet’-ra} (métpe) means a
rock, cliff or ledge, or a large stone. Two chapters later, Jesus gives the
same authority to the other apostles, so this is not unique just to Peter.

The Foundation Stone

1o whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of
men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is
contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner
stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but
unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders
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disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone
of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble
at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were
appointed.
1 Peter 2:4-8

A Royal Priesthood

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light:
1 Peter 2:9

Peter using the term “royal priesthood” is interesting as the priests were
only from the tribe of Levi and royalty were from the tribe of Judah.
They were to be separate and never cross. There were only three people
that were both priests and kings at the same time: Melchizedek (Gen
14; Ps 110; Heb 5-7), Jesus Christ, and the church (24 Elders; Rev 4).
Peters entire presentation of “the Rock” is not himself, it is Jesus Christ.

Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall
agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall
be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.

Matthew 18:19-20

We have the authority and power in Christ to bind the enemy (forbid,
shut the door on him) and loose his hold on us (Ps 146:7-8). We have
the authority and power to permit or open the door to give the enemy
entrance and allow him to bind us (Luke 10:19).

REVELATION 3:8—COMMENDATION

1 know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door,
and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast
kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
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Note: No expression of “Concern”! Revelation 3:8-10 lists seven
commendations on how they are doing well (Only Philadelphia and
Smyrna are so encouraged).

1) Iknow thy works: behold,

2) I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it:

3) for thou hast a little strength,

4) and hast kept my word,

5) and hast not denied my name.

6) behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy
feet, and to know that I have loved thee.

7) Talso will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.

OpreN DooRr

1 have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it. “Open doors”
are discussed throughout scripture (1 Cor 16:9; 2 Cor 2:12; Col 4:3).
Jesus talks about the doors of deliverance and says, “I Am the Door,”
(John 10:7, 9). Noah’s Ark had only one door in or out, and it was

closed by God seven days before the flood (Gen 7:16). Matthew talks
about the door at the wedding being open to those ready and then shut
to those who were not (Matt 25:1-10).

KepT MY WORD

The Philidelphians kept God’s word and were loyal and steadfast (in
a day of denial).

Not DenNiED My NAME

Today, the deity of Christ is blatantly denied even by seminary, pulpits
and churches. What kind of “ambassador” are you?

REVELATION 3:9

Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say
they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them
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to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have
loved thee.

The Synagogue of Satan was also referred to in the letter to Smyrna
(Rev 2:9)This maybe an illusion to the Legalists and those that want to
be under the law, which is denying the completed work and sacrifice
of Jesus Christ. The entire book of Galatians is all about the legalists.
But there is another idea of what He is referring to. He speaks of “False
Jews” which maybe referring to the Reconstructionists. Most
denominational churches teach a view of the scripture that because
Israel rejected her Messiah, the promises she was heir to, fall upon the
church. Their whole theological system is built on the idea that the
church has replaced Israel and this is also called replacement theology.
The scripture also says they will be compelled to worship (Phil 2:10-11).
God clearly loves Israel and has not changed His mind.

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and
he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee. For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel,
thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba
for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been
honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for
thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: for I am with thee. ..
Isaiah 43:1-5

REVELATION 3:10

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep
thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

Clearly there is a day of vengeance coming (Isa 61:2; Luke 4:18-20; 2
Thess 1:7-8). But the key verse of this passage is here in verse 10. Because
thou hast kept the word of my patience (2 Thess 3:5) is one of the most
important promises you will find in the New Testament. One of
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the principal truths recovered by the evangelical movements of the
nineteenth century was the Lord’s return for His Church. For many
centuries, people lost sight of this. He awaits the millennial kingdom
(Ps 110; Heb 10:12-13).

KinG Davip

The anointed King David of Israel, for a time was exiled from his
kingdom and took refuge, patiently waiting, in a cave in Adullam
(1 Sam22:1;2 Sam 23:13; 1 Chron 11:15). He was refused by his people,
so he gathered three classes of people around him: men in debt, danger,
and discontented—and he transformed them into the mighty men.
Ultimately, after God made a way, he left Adullam for his crowning.

There is a parallel here of Jesus Christ. Today, Christ is earth’s rejected
King, but the Anointed King will soon return to take His rightful throne.
He will give His city—the New Jerusalem—its new name, and each
of His own will be marked with His new name: a badge of triumph.

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation. It is better translated from the Greek, “/ will
keep thee from...the “hour,” or “time,” of the temptation.” It is referring
to the time of the trial.

e Tes horas means the hour, time, or season
* Ton peirasmon means the trial, temptation, testing, adversity,
tribulation etc.

(Note: “Time” is used 108 times; “hour” is used 89 times (specific
time); “time” is used 11 times; “season” is used 3 times; Luke 21:35-36
vs. Thyatira Rev 2:28).

This is the only letter with a promise of keeping them out of the time
of the “Great Tribulation.” Nowhere are we told to prepare for the
Great Tribulation.

REMOVAL OR IMMUNITY?

* “From” in the Greek is ek meaning “out of,” or “removal”
(meaning we are kept “out of” the great tribulation)
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* Definite articles in Greek: Zhe hour and 7Zhe temptation

* Upon all the world (Rev 6-19; details the seven year period)

* Purpose: “to try them that dwell on the earth.” Gentile believers
in the tribulation are not protected: they are killed! (Rev 7:9-
17; 11:7; 13:7, 15; 17:8; 20:4)

“FARTH DWELLERS”

The earth dwellers are a distinctive group. The word “Dwell” (not oikeo)
is katoideo (katolkéw) and means to be identified with (Phil 3:20; Heb
11:13). These are earth dwellers. We are not earth dwellers, as we are
just passing through. The key phrase here is epiteooikoumenesholes (€
Tfic olkoupévng 6Anc) and in the Greekitisvery clear, that it is upon all
mankind and is geographically comprehensive.

[Note: For more study read Revelation 6:17 and 1 Thessalonians 1:10
and 5:4, 9 and compare to those who “dwell on the earth;” Rev 13:8;
6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8,12,14; 14:6; 17:8).]

CoNCERNS: NONE

There were no concerns expressed for this church.

REVELATION 3:11—EXHORTATION
Behold, I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, that no

man take thy crown.

“Quickly” means “suddenly” in the Greek. (If the gathering of His own
were to occur after the 70% week of Daniel, there would have to be
an intervening period of seven years. There would be no “imminent”
return!) Jesus will return, just as He promised (John 14:3).

There are two “Crowns” mentioned. One in Smyrna (also without
“concerns”) and one here. The crowns will be the subject of great
importance in the following chapter! (see Rev 2:10) “Thy crown” is
stating that they already have it! “Hold fast” to that which thou hast.
Let no man take thy crown.
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“Ler No Man Ros You”

* Esau, as the first born, lost his place to Jacob (Gen 25:34;
27:36)

* Reuben, as the first born, lost his place to Judah (Gen 49:4, 8)

* At Meribah, Moses was superseded by Joshua (Num 20:12;
Deut3:26-28)

* King Saul lost his place to David (1 Sam 16:1,13)

* Shebna lost his place to Eliakim (Isa 22:15-25)

* Joab and Abiathar lost their places to Benaiah and Zadok (1
Kings2:25)

* Elijah was superseded by Elisha (1 Kings 19:13-16)

LocaL ArrLicATION: HOLDING FAST

During the fourteenth century, the city of Philadelphia stood alone
against the entire Turkish empire as a free, self-governing Christian city
in the midst of a Turkish land. Twice besieged by great Turkish armies,
its people were reduced to the verge of starvation, they had learned
to defend themselves, and resisted to the very end. By 1379-1390, it
finally succumbed to a combined Turkish and Byzantine army. Until
then, Philadelphia had held fast. Today, the few remaining Christians

remain underground, as they generally have to in an Islamic country.

REVELATION 3:12—PROMISE TO THE
OVERCOMER

Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the
name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is
new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God:
and I will write upon him my new name.

A “Pillar” was a symbol of stability because they experienced decades of
tremors from earthquakes (1 Kings 7:15-22; two pillars in the temple; also
see: Jachin means “He shall establish;” Boaz means “in Him is strength;”
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for a deeper study, see 7he Way of Agape). “My God” is used four times

(cf. Ps 22:1). No tremors here; no need to vacate in fear again.

This “new name” is written throughout the book of Revelation (Rev 2:17;
19:16; Jer 23:6; Rev 21:2). A name written which no one knows but He
Himself (Rev 19:12): YHWH Shammah meaning “The Lord is there”
(Ezek 48:35). Yeshua’s name is preeminent (Phil 2:9).

REVELATION 3:13

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.

PERSPECTIVES

Admonitory Level (to all churches)

o Ephesus Devotion, not just doctrine
* Smyrna Endure persecution

* Pergamos Purify ambassadorship

* Thyatira Pagan practices

e Sardis Watchfulness, diligence

* Philadelphia Missionary Outreach

* Laodicea

Both Smyrna and Philadelphia have no criticism; both of these cities are
the ones remaining still today. Let’s remember that each of the churches
had a different perception of themselves that the Lord Himself had.
How sobering to us in our own conceits.

Personal Application (Homiletics)

* Ephesus Neglected Priorities

* Smyrna Satanic Opposition

* Pergamos Spiritual Compromise
* Thyatira Pagan Practices

e Sardis Watchfulness, Diligence
* Philadelphia Loyal Ambassadorship
* Laodicea
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Overcomer’s Promises

* Ephesus Eat of Tree of Life

* Smyrna Not hurt of second death

* Pergamos Manna, Stone, Name

* Thyatira Power over nations

e Sardis Walk with Him in white; name not
blotted out

* Philadelphia Pillar in Temple, name of God,
name of His city, new name

* Laodicea

Prophetic Profile

Philadelphia represents the Missionary Church.
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LAODICEA:
REVELATION 3:14-22

LAODICEA

The city was originally founded by the Ionians (in about 2000 BC)
and was a relatively small town of Diospolis. But in the 19th century
BC, the Hittites added it to their expanding empire. A thousand years
later, it was captured by the Phrygians, and soon after was captured
by the Lydians. It was renamed Rhoas, but (about 250 BC) was taken
by the Syrians, and Antiochus II rebuilt the town and renamed it after
his wife, Laodice. It became part of the Kingdom of Pergamos (about
190 BC), and ultimately passed into the hands of the Roman Empire.
According to Josephus, there was a large Jewish colony there.

Water Supply

Laodicea was part of a tri-city area. It was south of Philadelphia, not
far from Colossae, on the banks of the river Lycus, a tributary of the
Meander. It was the twin of Hierapolis, six miles away, which was
renowned for its hot springs. (The current Turkish government is
attempting to harness this geothermal power source.) Laodicea stood
midway between the hot springs of Hierapolis and the cold waters of
Colossae. It was fed by an aqueduct from Hieropolis, but the water
would be lukewarm when itarrived at Laodicea.

Economy

Laodicea was a large and prosperous city of merchants, bankers, and
gold refiners. Because of the junction of roads leading from Ephesus
and Smyrna, wealth flowed through Laodicea with a caravan trade as
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far east as the Yellow River in Punjab by the China Sea. Cicero held
court in the city and did his banking there.

When an earthquake destroyed Laodicea in AD 62, it was rebuilt by
its wealthy citizens, without help from Rome. [Tacitus, Annals 14:27.]
(Note: It becomes obvious that this church was driven by pride, mostly
because they were so wealthy and had need of nothing.)

Laodicea was known for its prosperous neutrality. It was never militarily
defendable, so its strategic posture was one of compromise. A highly
successful commercial and financial center, remains of a theatre,
aqueducts, baths, gymnasium and stadium still survive to testify of its
former luxury.

Textile manufacturing was also a source of considerable revenue.
Laodicea was also well known for the quality of black wool. It was
produced from a particular strain of sheep, bred in the Lycus valley, for
the cloth and carpets manufactured from it. Afamous school of medicine
was there, especially known for an ophthalmic ointment (a mixture of
oil and the collyrium powder). This was known all over the world and
was described by Aristotle as “Phyrgian powder.” (These two items, the
wool and medical ointment, become important to note as Jesus makes
reference to them later.)

Church History
The church there may have been founded by Epaphras, as there is a

reference in Colossians (Col 4:12-13). However, some commentators
believe Laodicea was not visited by Paul. Although he addressed a letter
to it, which may very well have been a circular letter? It is possible, but
still speculation, acopy of this letter is preserved for us as the epistle
to the Ephesians.

On the other hand, Paul’s first letter to Timothy may have been written
by him from Laodicea (1 Tim 6:21) so it would seem he did visit
Laodicea.

There is a tradition thatArchippus had become the bishop of Laodicea.
Some thirty years earlier, Paul had warned Archippus (thought by some
to have been the son of Philemon) to be more diligent in fulfilling his
ministry (Col 2:1; 4:16-17). It may have been his weakness which
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contributed to the spiritual condition of the church here. (Note:
Laodicea was in close proximity to Colossae and they are instructed to
exchange letters. So many of the letters to Colossae deals with issues
with Laodicea, and vice versa.)

REVELATION 3:14A—LETTER TO LAODICEA
And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write. ..

The word Lao means “people” and diceans means “rulers,” meaning
“rule of” or “ruled by the people” and also meaning the “self-satisfied’
church. This was a church ruled by the people. (Who is to rule over
the Church? Jesus, not the people.)

REVELATION 3:14B—T1TLE OF CHRIST

... These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of God;

FounDATIONAL CHARACTER

* Amen is the Hebrew word for true; verily (Rev 1:6-7,18 Isa
65:16; John 14:6; 1 Cor 1:18-22)

o Faithful and True witness (Rev 1:5; Ps 89:34-37; Isa 55:4; John
18:37)

“BEGINNING OF CREATION OF GOD”

* The word @pxn means beginning; first origin; first cause; ruler;
also, its an illusion of the ruling power and authority of the
Creator, who began the creation of God (see Rev 1:8, a quote
from Isa 41:4)

* The term is used of rank and honor (unique expression here
and in the letter to the Colossians; Col 1:15)

* Paul specifically instructed that Colossae and Laodicea
exchange epistles: Arebuttal to the gnostic errors (dealing with
the deity of Christ) beginning to make their appearance in the
Lycus valley.
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REVELATION 3:15-16—CONCERNS

[ know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would
thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

This letter has 7o “Commendation...”

“I know thy works” for you cannot hide from God. He sees all. The
church at Laodicea were indifferent. Lukewarm water is an emetic.
Indifference is not tolerable. This is the only church for which our Lord
expresses a form of disgust. The danger is of a disregarded principle; that
religion enough to lull the conscience, yet not to save the soul; halting
between two opinions (1 Kings 18:21; 2 Kings 17:41; Ezek 20:39;
Matt 6:24). The hot (at Hierapolis) and cold springs near Laodicea
illustrate the simile. The certain barrier to truth is the presumption that
one already has it. How many churches today manifest a true passion
for the Gospel? 2 Timothy 3:5 states, “Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
[from me, ye that work iniquity.
Matthew 7:21-23

REVELATION 3:17

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

Insensitivity to their spiritual need, God always warns the rich. Contrast
with Smyrna who were poor, but rich (all these churches suffer from
erroneous self-perceptions). This is the ultimate rebuttal to affluent
contentment and the spiritual complacency that usually results.
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This church was worse off than any of the previous! It is spiritually
poverty-stricken.

REVELATION 3:18-19—EXHORTATION

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed,
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I love,
1 rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

THE REMEDIES PROPOSED

He speaks to the businessmen in their own terms; their blindness and
nakedness are not incurable:

¢ The Ultimate Refiner offers His Gold (Ps 19:7-11; 12:6; cf. 1
Cor3:12)

* The Bridegroom offers His covering: white raiment, verses the
glossy (raven colored) black wool

* The Great Physician offers His remedy to really open their
eyes—the Holy Spirit

REVELATION 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.

A beautiful evangelistic call; however, consider the context: Jesus is
outside, desperately calling “any man...”; here, it is an indictment
of this fellowship! (In the romance of Ruth, chapter 3, despite the
kinsman-redeemer’s love for Ruth, it had to be her move!) In the letter
to Laodicea, Jesus is on the outside. In chapter one and throughout
the other letters, Jesus speaks of them “in His hand” or “He is in the
midst” of them. But not here, as He is calling from outside.
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REVELATION 3:21-22—PROMISE TO THE
OVERCOMER

10 him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches.

On whose throne? (Throne Room of the Universe in Chapter 4!).

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power,
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right

hand of the Majesty on high:
Hebrews 1:3

That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones
Judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Luke 22:30

If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he

also will deny us:
2 Timothy 2:12

The “He that hath an ear...” phrase, has occurred seven times in
Revelation so far, and seven times in the Gospels (Matt 11:15; 13:9,
43; Mark 4:23; 7:16; Luke 8:8; 14:35).

WHoO 15 “THE OVERCOMER”?

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he
that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the

Son of God?
1 John 5:45
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Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us:
Ye call Me Master and obey Me not.
Ye call Me Light and see Me not.

Ye call Me Way and walk Me not.

Ye call Me Life and choose Me not.
Ye call Me Wise and follow Me not.
Ye call Me Fair and love Me not.

Ye call Me Rich and ask Me not.

Ye call Me Eternal and seek Me not.
Ye call Me Noble and serve Me not.
Ye call Me Gracious and trust Me not.
Ye call Me Might and honor Me not.
Ye call Me Just and fear Me not.

If I condemn you, blame Me not.

— An inscription on a cathedral in Lubeck, Germany

PERSPECTIVES:

Admonitory Level (to all churches)

. Ephesus Devotion, not just doctrine

* Smyrna Endure persecution

* Pergamos Purify ambassadorship;
stand fast against the world

* Thyatira Abandon Pagan practices

* Sardis Watchfulness, diligence

* Philadelphia Missionary outreach

¢ Laodicea Prosperous compromise

Both Smyrna and Philadelphia have no criticism; both of these cities are
the ones remaining still today. Let’s remember that each of the churches
had a different perception of themselves that the Lord Himself had.

Personal Application (Homiletics)

* Ephesus Neglected Priorities

* Smyrna Satanic Opposition

* Pergamos Spiritual and Worldly
Compromise

* Thyatira Flee Pagan Practices
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¢ Sardis Watchfulness, Diligence
* Philadelphia Loyal Ambassadorship
* Laodicea Repent and be committed;

Materialistic Apostasy

Overcomer’s Promises

* Ephesus Eat of Tree of Life

* Smyrna Not hurt of second death

* Pergamos Manna, Stone, Name

* Thyatira Power over nations

e Sardis Walk with Him in white;
name not blotted out

* Philadelphia Pillar in Temple, name of God,
name of His city, new name

* Laodicea Sit with Him on His throne

ADDENDUM:

The Kingdom Parables: Matthew 13
Matthew 13: Seven Kingdom Parables

3-9 1: Sower and 4 Soils
10-17 Why Parables?
18-23 Sower and 4 Soils Explained
24-30 2: Tares and Wheat
31-32 3: Mustard Seed
33 4: Woman and Leaven
34-35 Why Parables? (continued)
36-43 Tares and Wheat Explained
44 5: Treasure in the Field
45-46 6: Pearl of Great Price
46-50 7: Dragnet
Why Parables?

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest

thou unto them in parables? He answered and said unto them,
Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him
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shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever
hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.
Matthew 13:10-12

The parables are given to those who are spiritually enlightened so you
can know the mysteries of the kingdom. (Not for those in the darkness.)
What is He talking about? Spiritual insight.

Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not;
and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in
them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, By hearing
ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see,
and shall not perceive: For this peoples heart is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest
at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for
they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you,
That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which ye hear, and have not heard them.

Matthew 13:13-17

All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and
without a parable spake he not unto them: That it might be
Sulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open
my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept
secret from the foundation of the world.

Matthew 13:34-35

Jesus only spoke to the multitudes in parables (from Chapter 12 on).
These parables contain truths that are hidden from the Old Testament,
otherwise they would not have been “kept hidden from the foundation
of the world” (seven times here: Matt 25:34; Luke 11:50; Heb 4:3;
9:26; Rev 13:8; 17:8). These things that the Lord is talking about in
Matthew 13 are first time occasions, not found overtly in other Old
Testamentbooks.
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Hidden Secret?

Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ Which in other ages was not made known unto
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs,
and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by
the gospel:

Ephesians 3:4-6

The hidden secret, or mystery, is the Church. Not just that Gentiles
will be converted, but that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and of
the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ Jesus by the
gospel. From this mystery, we get the insight that these seven parables
have the specific focus on the Church.

THEe Four SoiLs

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying,
Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some
seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them
up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth:
and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness
of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and
because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell
among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But
other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to
hear, let him bear.

Matthew 13:3-9

Four Soils: Explained

Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth
the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh
the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in

his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. But

he that received the seed into stony places, the same is e that
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not
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root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.
He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth
the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of
riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that
received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word,
and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Matthew 13:18-23

God is the Sower and the seed is His Word. Who are the birds? See
verse 19, the evil one takes away the seed (birds are bad in parables). In
stony places, there is a little soil but not enough to take root. A little
pressure, a little persecution, and they are onto the next fad; they have
no roots. Third, they meanwell but they get swept up in the cares of
this world. The world makes it's demands on you and the thorns choke
out any spiritual fruit. The fourth soil called good ground refers to the
condition of the heart.

TARES AND WHEAT

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:
But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the
wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants
of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou
sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said
unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But
he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the
wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and
in the time of harvest [ will say to the reapers, Gather ye together
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but
gather the wheat into my barn.

Matthew 13:24-30
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The sower is not necessarily asleep (the Lord never sleeps). “Tares”
are a Zizania seed (in Israel today) that looks just like wheat while it
is growing, but then while it matures it turns black (it shows its true
color). If it gets mixed up in the wheat and you bake bread with it, it
is poisonous! It must be separated out. There will be a separation: a
burning of the tares, and the gathering of wheat into His barn.

Tares and Wheat: Explained

Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house:
and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the
parable of the tares of the field. He answered and said unto
them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; The field
is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but
the tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and
the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son
of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;
And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let
him hear.

Matthew 13:36-43

The sower is the Son of Man; the good seed are the children of His
kingdom; the fleld is the world; the tares are children of the wicked
one; the enemy that sowed the tares is the devil; the harvest is the end
of the world; and the reapers are the angels. The phrase end of the age is
found six times (v. 39, 40, 47; 24:3; 28:20; Heb 9:26) meaning the Age
of Man. Again we find the phrase “Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
(also from Rev 2 and 3; the letters to Seven churches!)

MUSTARD SEED

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took,

and sowed in his field: Which indeed is the least of all seeds:
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but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in
the branches thereof.
Matthew 13:31-32

Mustard seeds grow into bushes about three feet tall. Have you ever seen
a bird lodge in a small bush? No. This mustard seed apparently grows
to become a monstrosity, something larger than it is supposed to. It
becomes a structure so large and spacious that birds come and lodge
in the branches. Birds are the ones that picked up the seed in the first
parable; the ministers of Satan!

WOMAN AND LEAVEN

Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven
is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.
Matthew 13:33

Leaven in Jewish terms is a symbol of sin. An example is Passover which
is a ceremony to get the leaven out of the house. Leaven is sin because it
corrupts by puffing up. What is the root of all sin? Pride. Whose pride?
Satan’s (Isa 14). Leaven is used as a type of sin throughout the Old and
New Testament. Twice Jesus says, and twice Paul says, “a little leaven,
leaventh the whole lump.”

“Three measures of meal” toan Arab or a Jew; historically, this suggests the
Oaks at Mamre (from Gen 18 on, three measures of meal are a symbol
of the fellowship offering). It is wrong to hide leaven in the measures
of meal! The Church will not be perfect, it will be impure. Leaven will
be introduced and it will grow and contaminate. These parables are

prophecies of the Church age!

TREASURE IN THE FIELD

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto trea