I actually think this is the perfect place for Going Deeper and the Character Study, and it reinforces our new philosophy.
Rather than making these part of the core discipleship journey, they become an optional enrichment resource for those who want to dig deeper. This could be especially useful for your Tuesday Bible Study participants, leaders, or anyone who enjoys more in-depth study.

[bookmark: _mbkl7i5fb8hk]GOING DEEPER
[bookmark: _x2vjix9nccry]Moses: Called by Grace
[bookmark: _3n04wpi0zxaf]Exodus 2:11–4:17
[bookmark: _2rjxdcphn2v8]Going Deeper
The story of the burning bush is one of the most familiar passages in Scripture, but it's about much more than a bush that didn't burn up. This encounter reveals God's character, His mission, and the way He works through ordinary people.
As you study this passage, look beyond Moses' excuses and focus on God's answers. Every objection Moses raises is met with another revelation of who God is. The story shifts our attention from human weakness to divine sufficiency.

[bookmark: _upg04tsfkna7]Digging Into the Passage
[bookmark: _kuacqhodetp0]1. Why Did Moses Spend Forty Years in the Wilderness?
At first glance, those forty years appear to be a detour. Moses fled Egypt after killing an Egyptian and settled in Midian, where he married, started a family, and tended sheep.
From Moses' perspective, it may have seemed like his life had been derailed.
From God's perspective, it was preparation.
Shepherding taught Moses patience, endurance, humility, and dependence—qualities he would need to shepherd an entire nation through the wilderness. The palace taught him how Egypt worked; the wilderness taught him how to trust God.
Reflection:
Can you identify a season in your life that felt like a delay but later became preparation?

[bookmark: _chnr1m844b7l]2. Why a Burning Bush?
Throughout Scripture, fire often represents God's holy presence.
· God led Israel with a pillar of fire.
· Fire descended on Mount Sinai.
· Fire filled Solomon's Temple.
· Tongues of fire appeared at Pentecost.
The burning bush is unique because the bush burns but is not consumed.
God's holiness is powerful, yet His purpose is not destruction—it is revelation. He draws Moses near before sending him out.
Looking to Jesus:
Jesus came as the perfect revelation of God. John writes, "The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us" (John 1:14). In Christ, God's holiness and His grace meet.

[bookmark: _ma0fw8isuw4n]3. What Does "I AM" Mean?
When Moses asked God's name, God replied:
"I AM WHO I AM." (Exodus 3:14)
This name reveals God's eternal nature.
Unlike us, God does not become. He simply is.
He is:
· Self-existent
· Eternal
· Unchanging
· Faithful
· Completely sufficient
Centuries later, Jesus intentionally echoed this name:
· "I am the bread of life."
· "I am the light of the world."
· "I am the good shepherd."
· "Before Abraham was born, I AM."
Jesus wasn't merely making poetic statements—He was identifying Himself with the God who spoke from the burning bush.

[bookmark: _vfhtwp58j9nx]4. Why Did God Ask About the Staff?
God already knew Moses carried a shepherd's staff.
The question wasn't for God's benefit.
It was for Moses'.
God often begins with what we already have.
Throughout Scripture, God uses ordinary things:
· David's sling
· A widow's jar of oil
· A boy's lunch
· Fishermen's nets
· A cross
God delights in transforming ordinary things into instruments of extraordinary grace.
Reflection:
What has God already placed in your hand?

[bookmark: _2rdr88adzyhj]5. Why Was God Angry with Moses?
After five excuses, Scripture says:
"Then the Lord's anger burned against Moses..." (Exodus 4:14)
God had patiently answered every concern, but Moses' reluctance had become resistance.
This reminds us that there is a difference between honest questions and persistent unwillingness.
God welcomes our questions. He calls us beyond our excuses.

[bookmark: _fbo6tglc6dzx]Character Study
[bookmark: _cuy948b6bypl]Moses
[bookmark: _kdqiurm7a6ui]Who Was Moses?
Moses was born during a time when Pharaoh ordered every Hebrew baby boy to be killed. God miraculously preserved his life, and he was raised in Pharaoh's household while still being cared for by his own mother during his early years.
Though he grew up with privilege, Moses never forgot that he was an Israelite.
After killing an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave, Moses fled to Midian, where he lived as a shepherd for forty years before God called him through the burning bush.
He would eventually become Israel's greatest human leader, delivering God's people from Egypt, receiving the Law at Mount Sinai, and leading the nation through the wilderness.

[bookmark: _v01vunms4zmw]Strengths
· Deep compassion for God's people.
· Remarkable humility (Numbers 12:3).
· Willingness to intercede for Israel.
· Faithful perseverance through decades of leadership.
· Intimate relationship with God.

[bookmark: _4fsvrhcvzdao]Weaknesses
· Acted impulsively when he killed the Egyptian.
· Struggled with self-doubt and fear.
· Resisted God's call with repeated excuses.
· Allowed frustration to lead him into disobedience at Meribah (Numbers 20), preventing him from entering the Promised Land.

[bookmark: _4ree46rucr8j]What Moses Teaches Us
[bookmark: _r2l7h2mnducx]God Redeems Our Failures
Moses' greatest mistake did not disqualify him from God's plan. God's grace is greater than our past.
[bookmark: _l7pttdp4r1wc]God's Timing Is Different Than Ours
Moses thought he was ready at forty.
God called him at eighty.
Preparation often takes longer than we expect.
[bookmark: _de2xszxi2ys3]God's Presence Is Our Confidence
The turning point in Moses' life wasn't learning new skills—it was learning to trust God's promise:
"I will be with you."
[bookmark: _lha5yorf0xs4]Leadership Begins with Surrender
Before Moses could lead a nation, he had to surrender his own plans and follow God's.

[bookmark: _x9op3wyw299z]Looking to Jesus
Moses points us to Jesus in remarkable ways:
	Moses
	Jesus

	Escaped a king who sought his life
	Escaped Herod's massacre

	Left the palace to identify with God's people
	Left heaven to dwell among humanity

	Led Israel out of slavery in Egypt
	Leads us out of slavery to sin

	Mediated God's covenant
	Established the New Covenant through His blood

	Pointed people toward the Promised Land
	Leads believers into eternal life


Yet Jesus is greater than Moses in every way. Moses delivered a nation from physical bondage; Jesus delivers all who trust in Him from the bondage of sin and death.

[bookmark: _cg7o8on33k5i]Your Pivot Point
Spend a few quiet moments reflecting on these questions:
· Where has God been preparing me, even when I couldn't see His purpose?
· What excuse have I been holding onto?
· What "staff" has God already placed in my hand?
· What would change if I truly believed God's promise, "I will be with you"?
Write one prayer asking God to help you trust His presence more than your own abilities.


