[bookmark: _nma0qcwbbeps]Week 3 – Exodus 2:11–4:17
[bookmark: _djjqnm22md0]When God Calls the Reluctant

[bookmark: _ssisxleagwvl]Welcome
[bookmark: _s18jkhyvbgsd]Big Idea
God doesn't call the qualified. He qualifies the called through His presence.
[bookmark: _gs36i2mh9ekt]This Week in the Story
Last week we discovered that God was quietly preparing a deliverer while His people suffered in Egypt. Moses' life was spared, he was raised in Pharaoh's palace, and then everything changed when he tried to rescue God's people in his own strength. Forced to flee into the wilderness, Moses spent forty years tending sheep—years that may have seemed wasted, but were actually years of preparation.
This week, everything changes.
God meets Moses at a burning bush and calls him to return to Egypt. Moses responds with fear, excuses, and self-doubt. Yet every excuse is met with God's grace and one unchanging promise:
"I will be with you."
That promise echoes throughout the Storyline of Scripture until it reaches its fulfillment in Jesus Christ, who tells His followers, "Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:20)
The same God who called Moses still calls ordinary people today—not because of who they are, but because of who He is.

[bookmark: _a00h9hlidg66]Memory Verse
"And God said, 'I will be with you.'"
Exodus 3:12

[bookmark: _5h2a9zkl3ciu]Weekly Challenge
Identify one excuse you've been using to avoid obeying God.
Replace that excuse with one act of faithful obedience this week.

[bookmark: _mqy3tbeuckcu]SHOW • KNOW • GROW • GO
[bookmark: _a8sqw5sqnujt]SHOW
God is holy, faithful, compassionate, and always present with those He calls.
[bookmark: _nx5om9fy179o]KNOW
My confidence comes from God's presence—not my ability.
[bookmark: _u6d16e2xazbl]GROW
God is replacing fear with faith and excuses with trust.
[bookmark: _6pdpnksy46q9]GO
Take one courageous step of obedience this week, trusting God to go with you.

[bookmark: _p96f38v6kowa]Five-Day Journey
[bookmark: _43c3mvx5fyhw]Day One
[bookmark: _97dggd74ztza]God Meets Us in Ordinary Places
Read: Exodus 3:1–6
Most of Moses' days probably looked exactly the same. Lead the sheep. Find water. Watch the flock. Repeat tomorrow.
Then one ordinary day became extraordinary because God showed up.
Notice that God didn't call Moses while he was leading an army or standing in a palace. He called him while tending sheep in the wilderness. For forty years Moses may have believed his best years were behind him, but God had been preparing him all along.
Sometimes we assume we need a different job, a different season, or different circumstances before God can use us. Yet throughout Scripture, God often meets people in the ordinary moments of life. He met shepherds in the fields, fishermen on the shore, a tax collector at his booth, and ordinary disciples going about everyday life.
God is often preparing us long before He reveals His purpose.
[bookmark: _6t1fsmm4dt7s]Looking to Jesus
Just as God called Moses from the wilderness, Jesus called ordinary fishermen to become fishers of people (Matthew 4:18–22). God's pattern has always been to use ordinary people who are willing to trust Him.
[bookmark: _91cg8nxfrzt5]Reflect
SHOW: What does this passage reveal about God?
KNOW: What truth do I need to believe today?
GROW: Where might God be preparing me in ordinary circumstances?
GO: What ordinary opportunity can I view differently this week?
[bookmark: _68uiamd6yf50]Prayer
Lord, help me recognize that You are present even in ordinary moments. Open my eyes to see where You are already at work and give me a heart that is ready to respond. Amen.
[bookmark: _8kkx5y1ejbq3]Live It Out
Pause three times today and simply pray,
"Lord, help me notice where You are working."

[bookmark: _yfdb6fek29zs]Day Two
[bookmark: _fdz07xyx9vo2]Holy Ground Changes Everything
Read: Exodus 3:5–10
Moses learned that God's presence changes everything. The ground itself wasn't holy because of the dirt—it was holy because God was there.
We often separate our lives into "spiritual" and "ordinary" moments. But when we walk with Christ, every place becomes an opportunity to worship. Paul reminds believers that our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), meaning God's presence is not confined to a building or a special event.
Reverence begins when we recognize who God is and approach Him with humility.
[bookmark: _ldbmccjpfb7s]Looking to Jesus
Jesus fulfilled what the burning bush foreshadowed. Through His death and resurrection, believers now have direct access to God's presence through the Holy Spirit.
[bookmark: _mdmx6zsidrep]Reflect
SHOW
KNOW
GROW
GO
[bookmark: _10v2zrn1mo8f]Prayer
Holy God, teach me to approach You with reverence and joy. May I never lose my wonder at Your presence. Amen.
[bookmark: _92lsojyirosa]Live It Out
Before beginning a routine task today, pause and thank God that He is with you.

[bookmark: _c8wxsqqbt16j]Day Three
[bookmark: _80g3runyvu5j]God Knows Your Name
Read: Exodus 3:11–15
When Moses asked, "Who am I?" God didn't spend time building Moses' self-esteem.
Instead, God redirected Moses' attention to Himself.
The answer wasn't "Moses, you're amazing."
The answer was, "I will be with you."
How often do we disqualify ourselves because we feel inadequate? God isn't looking for perfect people. He's looking for surrendered people.
[bookmark: _5jq0vowwt5hf]Looking to Jesus
Jesus' final promise before ascending into heaven echoes God's words to Moses:
"I am with you always."
Our confidence comes from His presence.
[bookmark: _vypj0wk2cp0]Reflect
SHOW
KNOW
GROW
GO
[bookmark: _hzomu299nzkt]Prayer
Father, when I feel inadequate, remind me that You never asked me to rely on my own strength. Help me trust Your presence. Amen.
[bookmark: _q7gk9d50df8]Live It Out
Write one excuse you've been making. Replace it with one promise from Scripture.

[bookmark: _pmloxqphjcnc]Day Four
[bookmark: _620z6inff04d]What's in Your Hand?
Read: Exodus 4:1–9
God didn't ask Moses for something he didn't have.
He asked about what was already in his hand.
God often begins with what we already possess—our experiences, abilities, resources, relationships, and opportunities. When surrendered to Him, ordinary things become extraordinary tools for His kingdom.
[bookmark: _7l51lmsz58uh]Looking to Jesus
Jesus multiplied a little boy's lunch and used ordinary fishermen to change the world. God delights in using what seems insignificant.
[bookmark: _fpp2t26ufvq2]Reflect
SHOW
KNOW
GROW
GO
[bookmark: _x4jbn2thbngi]Prayer
Lord, take what You've already placed in my hands and use it for Your glory. Amen.
[bookmark: _dzba1ivouu0e]Live It Out
List three gifts, experiences, or opportunities God has already given you. Ask Him to show you how to use one this week.

[bookmark: _dpmv6ss9umu7]Day Five
[bookmark: _4730n1coyu6s]From Excuses to Obedience
Read: Exodus 4:10–17
Moses offered excuse after excuse.
God answered every one.
Eventually, the issue wasn't Moses' ability—it was his willingness.
Obedience doesn't require having every answer. It requires trusting the One who does.
The greatest adventures of faith begin with simple obedience.
[bookmark: _f20z2at5lx4w]Looking to Jesus
Jesus obeyed the Father completely, even to the cross. Because of His perfect obedience, we can trust Him when He calls us to follow.
[bookmark: _426a6xhou3sg]Reflect
SHOW
KNOW
GROW
GO
[bookmark: _il9qcusju8ed]Prayer
Jesus, thank You for Your perfect obedience. Give me the courage to take my next step of faith, trusting that You will be with me every step of the way. Amen.
[bookmark: _w5ua02vz8vmh]Live It Out
Take the one action God has been prompting you to take this week. Don't wait for perfect confidence—move forward in faith.

[bookmark: _e86cxah4i5sg]Worship This Week
These songs reinforce God's presence, faithfulness, and calling:
· Holy Forever – Chris Tomlin (God's holiness)
· Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me – CityAlight (Dependence on Christ)
· The Lord Is My Salvation – Keith & Kristyn Getty (God's saving work)
· God Really Loves Us – Crowder (God's nearness and grace)
· Trust in God – Aaron Shust (Choosing faith over fear)
· Great Is Thy Faithfulness – Selah (God's unchanging faithfulness)

[bookmark: _b0k79q8u8ops]Read Ahead
[bookmark: _1hoj6kf8reo2]Next Week
Exodus 5–6 — When Obedience Gets Hard
As Moses obeys God's call, things don't immediately improve—they get worse. Discover how God strengthens His people when faithfulness leads to hardship.
Before Sunday, consider:
· How do I respond when obedience becomes difficult?
· Where have I mistaken delays for God's absence?
· What promises of God am I holding onto today?

[bookmark: _tpu8rflocez7]Your Pivot Point
This week, finish this sentence:
Because God is with me...
I will stop ________________________________________
and I will begin ___________________________________
[bookmark: _nglk9rdqdrm2]Prayer of Commitment
Father, thank You for meeting me through Your Word this week. Forgive me for allowing fear, insecurity, or excuses to keep me from following You. Help me trust that Your presence is enough for every calling You place before me. Give me courage to obey, even when I cannot see the entire path ahead. Use my ordinary life for Your extraordinary purposes. In Jesus' name, Amen.

[bookmark: _f1n6szz4igxq]Commissioning
Go this week remembering that the God who called Moses still calls His people today.
Walk in His presence.
Trust His promises.
Take your next step of obedience.
And remember:
God doesn't call the qualified. He qualifies the called through His presence.


