[bookmark: _ynahglj8gbxo]CONTINUE THE STORY
[bookmark: _p8f8s6fzxz0m]Optional Companion Resource
[bookmark: _mats9gbhv3yi]Digging Deeper
[bookmark: _pcqupo3bbxcx]Exodus 2:11–3:12
[bookmark: _khqm2aja8dfo]From Failure to Calling
[bookmark: _72qwmlsveiel]Digging Deeper into God's Word
Purpose: This optional study is designed for those who want to explore the biblical, historical, and theological background of this week's passage in greater depth. It is ideal for personal study, leaders, or your Tuesday night Bible Study. It is not required to complete the weekly discipleship journey.

[bookmark: _rbbnualmug44]Digging Deeper
[bookmark: _hv9kl8w807ch]The Story So Far
The events of Exodus 2–3 are not isolated stories. They are the continuation of promises God made hundreds of years earlier.
God promised Abraham:
"I will make you into a great nation...and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." (Genesis 12:2–3)
By the beginning of Exodus, Abraham's descendants had indeed become a great nation—but instead of living in freedom, they were enslaved in Egypt.
Had God forgotten His promise?
Not at all.
Exodus reminds us that God's promises often unfold over generations rather than moments.
The delay was never God's neglect.
It was God's timing.

[bookmark: _p2y82z9aucme]Four Hundred Years of Waiting
One of the questions people often ask is:
Why did God wait so long?
Israel had lived in Egypt for centuries before Moses appeared.
From a human perspective, it seems like an unbearable delay.
Yet God had already told Abraham this would happen.
In Genesis 15:13–16, God foretold that Abraham's descendants would live in a foreign land, be enslaved, and later be delivered.
This reminds us that:
· God is never surprised by history.
· God is always faithful to His promises.
· God's timetable is often different from ours.
Waiting does not mean God is absent.

[bookmark: _tlyts6fzovv]Moses Tried to Do the Right Thing the Wrong Way
Moses' desire to rescue his people reflected God's own heart for justice.
The problem wasn't what Moses wanted.
The problem was how he tried to accomplish it.
He acted independently instead of waiting for God's direction.
How often do we do the same?
We want:
· justice,
· healing,
· restoration,
· reconciliation,
but we attempt to accomplish God's purposes through impatience, anger, manipulation, or self-reliance.
God's work must always be done God's way.

[bookmark: _gjfznlp98y5r]Why Midian?
Midian seems like an unlikely place for God to prepare Israel's future leader.
Yet Midian became God's classroom.
There Moses learned:
· patience,
· humility,
· endurance,
· dependence,
· shepherding.
Those lessons would become essential for leading nearly two million people through the wilderness.
The palace educated Moses.
The wilderness transformed him.

[bookmark: _vqi9bs85s26l]The Shepherd Who Would Shepherd a Nation
When Moses arrived in Midian, he became a shepherd.
That detail is far more significant than it first appears.
Throughout Scripture, shepherding becomes one of God's favorite pictures of leadership.
· Abraham kept livestock.
· Jacob tended flocks.
· David shepherded sheep before becoming king.
· Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd.
Before Moses could shepherd Israel, he first learned to shepherd sheep.
God often prepares us in small responsibilities before entrusting us with greater ones.

[bookmark: _xsnygvt0m7rt]God Heard... Remembered... Saw... Knew
Exodus 2:23–25 contains four remarkable statements.
[bookmark: _br6aqbyt7ddk]God Heard
God hears every prayer.
Nothing spoken in faith is ever ignored.

[bookmark: _i2wtjv6g50f3]God Remembered
This does not mean God had forgotten.
In Scripture, "remembered" often means God is about to act according to His covenant promises.

[bookmark: _j7u0cpvtag87]God Saw
God saw every injustice.
Nothing escaped His notice.

[bookmark: _fnw5xwg3gpgh]God Knew
This is more than awareness.
It speaks of compassionate, personal concern.
God entered into the suffering of His people.
These four descriptions reveal a God who is both sovereign and deeply relational.

[bookmark: _sykqb2sff7sq]Why a Burning Bush?
Fire frequently symbolizes God's holy presence throughout Scripture.
We see it in:
· the burning bush,
· the pillar of fire,
· Mount Sinai,
· Solomon's Temple,
· Pentecost.
But the burning bush is unique.
The bush burns...
yet it is not consumed.
God's holiness is powerful, yet His purpose is not destruction.
His purpose is revelation.
He invites Moses into His presence before sending him into ministry.

[bookmark: _pv852im29br8]Holy Ground
Why remove the sandals?
Removing sandals was an act of humility and respect.
It acknowledged that Moses could not approach God on his own terms.
The ground itself was ordinary.
It became holy because God's presence filled that place.
Today, because of Jesus Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit, believers can worship God anywhere.
The place becomes sacred because God is present.

[bookmark: _axsud5hrml9r]Looking to Jesus
Everything in this passage prepares us to understand Christ more fully.
	Moses
	Jesus

	Left Egypt as a fugitive
	Left heaven willingly

	Shepherd in the wilderness
	The Good Shepherd

	Called by God to rescue Israel
	Sent by the Father to rescue the world

	Led people out of physical slavery
	Leads people out of slavery to sin

	Pointed people toward God's presence
	Is God dwelling among His people


Moses is a faithful servant.
Jesus is the perfect Savior.

[bookmark: _m93m00q13j5g]Questions for Further Reflection
1. Which part of Moses' preparation do you most identify with?
2. Have you ever recognized God's purpose only after looking back?
3. What "wilderness" season might God be using to shape your character today?
4. Why do you think God reveals His character before revealing His plans?
5. How does Jesus fulfill what we see beginning in Moses' story?

[bookmark: _hjdmzx9ckmlb]Your Pivot Point
Before closing your Bible today, spend a few moments in quiet reflection.
Complete these statements:
God has shown me...

God is teaching me...

God is calling me to...

[bookmark: _nzhn11g68qor]Continue the Story
The burning bush reminds us that God's greatest work often begins in places we least expect.
The wilderness was not Moses' destination.
It was God's preparation.
Perhaps the place that feels like a detour in your life is actually where God is preparing you for the next chapter of His story.
As you continue reading Exodus, keep asking the two questions that shape our entire Storyline of Scripture series:
· What does this passage reveal about the character of God?
· How does this passage point me to Jesus?
Those two questions will keep drawing you deeper into God's Word—and deeper into a relationship with Him.
