[bookmark: _gd3cvnekjhet]CONTINUE THE STORY
[bookmark: _n1roj79js54d]Companion Resource
[bookmark: _jem4qplox4zp]Student Guide
[bookmark: _q2jhfdnzrorz]Exodus 2:11–3:12
[bookmark: _77v9l9hymjgy]From Failure to Calling
Big Idea: God often prepares us in the wilderness before He reveals our calling.
Purpose: This guide is designed for middle school and high school students. It can be used personally, with parents, or in a student small group. The goal is to help students discover who God is, understand His truth, and live it out during the week.

[bookmark: _y9q7e5sxog29]Start Here
Have you ever felt like your life wasn't going the way you expected?
Maybe you didn't make the team.
Maybe you didn't get the grade you hoped for.
Maybe a friendship ended.
Maybe your family is going through a difficult season.
Sometimes it feels like everyone else is moving forward while you're stuck.
That's exactly where Moses found himself.
After one terrible decision, everything changed. The future he imagined disappeared, and he spent the next forty years tending sheep in the wilderness.
If you had asked Moses whether God was still working, he probably would have struggled to answer.
But while Moses thought his story had stalled...
God was preparing him.
The same may be true in your life.

[bookmark: _i9kjnjdlfk4j]Read the Story
Exodus 2:11–3:12
As you read, pay attention to two questions:
· What is God doing while Moses waits?
· What does this passage teach us about God's character?

[bookmark: _8k3w95l1os8]Real Life
Imagine practicing for months to make the varsity team.
You work hard.
You stay late after practice.
You give everything you've got.
Then the list is posted...
and your name isn't on it.
Your first thought might be,
"What's the point?"
But what if that disappointment became the season where God taught you perseverance, humility, or dependence on Him?
Years later, you might discover that what felt like a setback actually became one of the most important chapters of your life.
That's what happened to Moses.
God wasn't finished.
He was preparing him.

[bookmark: _3opri7bq9bds]Let's Talk
[bookmark: _fyceb7zblf02]SHOW
What does this story teach you about God?
Circle every description that fits.
□ God is patient.
□ God is holy.
□ God keeps His promises.
□ God sees people who are hurting.
□ God works behind the scenes.
□ God knows my name.
Which one encourages you the most?
Why?

[bookmark: _ofvwi323mxsv]KNOW
What truth from this passage do you need to remember this week?
How does God's promise,
"I will be with you,"
change the way you think about your future?

[bookmark: _wgk07ws84f7k]GROW
Think about a disappointment you've experienced.
Can you see anything God may have been teaching you through it?
If not, how can you trust Him while you wait?

[bookmark: _rj6elej7n6it]GO
This week, choose one way to slow down and spend time with God.
Ideas:
· Read your Bible before checking social media.
· Pray during your walk to school.
· Listen to worship music instead of scrolling.
· Spend five quiet minutes talking with God.
Choose one.
Write it here.

[bookmark: _twpr1ellfua]This Week's Challenge
Every evening this week, answer one question:
"Where did I notice God today?"
Write one sentence in a notebook or on your phone.
By the end of the week, you'll probably discover that God has been working in more places than you realized.

[bookmark: _s7ygqrw2if0u]Prayer
Father,
Sometimes I become discouraged when life doesn't go the way I planned. Thank You for reminding me that You are still working, even when I can't see it. Help me trust Your timing instead of my own. Teach me to become the person You are preparing me to be, and help me remember that You are always with me. Thank You for loving me, guiding me, and never giving up on me.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

[bookmark: _7o4ah54bdc6l]Your Pivot Point
Complete this sentence:
Because God is preparing me...
This week I will ____________________________________________.
Keep that commitment somewhere you'll see it every day.

[bookmark: _2ve20xcf5f8p]Going Further
Read these passages during the week.
· Romans 8:28
· Philippians 1:6
· James 1:2–4
· Isaiah 41:10
As you read, look for one common theme.
How do these verses help you trust God during seasons of waiting or disappointment?
Write your answer below.

[bookmark: _k05k4i2vsp7]Continue the Story
The wilderness wasn't the end of Moses' story.
It was where God prepared him for what came next.
The same is true for you.
Don't judge your future by your current circumstances.
Trust the God who sees the whole story—even when you can only see one chapter.

[bookmark: _61g8u5dbm736]Next Week
[bookmark: _8zgxio16n4uk]The Reluctant Rescuer
Exodus 3:13–4:17
God calls Moses.
Moses isn't convinced.
Have you ever made excuses for why God couldn't use you?
Next week we'll discover that God's presence is greater than our fears, our doubts, and every excuse we can think of.
Come ready to discover what happens when God's call meets human hesitation.

