[bookmark: _19r93ipes1kd]CONTINUE THE STORY
[bookmark: _kikeiom6z77f]Weekly Discipleship Companion
[bookmark: _p4fn6ls21sch]Exodus 2:11–3:12
[bookmark: _ypf5y2ddyr0e]Five-Day Journey

[bookmark: _2vsovcfrlrv3]DAY 1
[bookmark: _yu6yeu9x5qqa]Failure Is Not the End
[bookmark: _fnrca1wjdzaa]Read
Exodus 2:11–15
[bookmark: _lgyiocavqf8i]Key Verse
"When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian." — Exodus 2:15

[bookmark: _ol3p04b30m8s]Devotional
Have you ever looked back on a decision and thought,
"If only I could do that over again."
Moses probably knew that feeling well.
He saw an Egyptian brutally beating a Hebrew slave. His heart burned with righteous anger. He wanted justice. He wanted to protect his people. His motives may have been understandable, but his actions were not. Instead of trusting God's timing, Moses acted in his own strength. One impulsive decision changed everything.
In a single day he lost his position in Pharaoh's palace, his influence, and the future he had imagined. The prince of Egypt became a fugitive in the wilderness.
From a human perspective, Moses' story looked finished.
But God wasn't finished.
One of the beautiful truths woven throughout Scripture is that God specializes in redeeming broken stories. Peter denied Jesus three times, yet Jesus restored him and entrusted him with leading the early church. Paul persecuted Christians before becoming one of Christianity's greatest missionaries. David committed terrible sins, yet God continued to work through his life after genuine repentance.
None of these failures were insignificant.
Neither was Moses'.
Yet God's grace proved greater than their worst moments.
Perhaps that's exactly what you need to hear today.
Your past may explain part of your story, but it does not have to define your future.
When we surrender our failures to God, He often transforms them into places where His grace shines most brightly.
That doesn't erase consequences. Moses still fled to Midian. But it does mean failure never has the final word when God is writing the story.

[bookmark: _akon5zi6zfr]Looking to Jesus
Jesus came for people who had failed.
When religious leaders condemned a woman caught in adultery, Jesus offered forgiveness and a new beginning. When Peter thought he had ruined everything by denying Christ, Jesus restored him with grace.
The cross reminds us that our greatest failures can become the very place where we experience God's greatest mercy.

[bookmark: _vx3d2p2xqqkg]Reflect
[bookmark: _cvjvmef4moxy]SHOW
What does Moses' failure reveal about God's character?
[bookmark: _5rtdbjbou8m4]KNOW
What truth about God's grace do you need to believe today?
[bookmark: _k6rzv7kat1p5]GROW
Have you allowed a past mistake to become part of your identity?
How might God be inviting you to see yourself differently?
[bookmark: _qaw2y2q4t9ra]GO
What burden from your past do you need to surrender to God today?

[bookmark: _bwd5jdph79mk]Prayer
Father,
Thank You that my failures never surprise You. Thank You that Your grace is greater than my sin and Your mercy is new every morning. Help me stop defining myself by my worst moments and begin trusting the story You are still writing. Teach me to walk forward in the freedom that Jesus purchased for me. Amen.

[bookmark: _bhh8hsltkyvv]Live It Out
Write down one regret you've been carrying.
Then write these words underneath it:
"God is still writing my story."
Spend a few moments thanking Him for His grace.

[bookmark: _oqa4o5gdh8n4]DAY 2
[bookmark: _dpw41h14tk1y]The Wilderness Is God's Classroom
[bookmark: _d1g7pqg8r33e]Read
Exodus 2:16–25
[bookmark: _uzaqtee8sff1]Key Verse
"During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out." — Exodus 2:23

[bookmark: _ly34t32xduw5]Devotional
The Bible says very little about Moses' forty years in Midian.
In fact, that's part of the point.
No miracles.
No dramatic victories.
No public ministry.
Just forty years of ordinary faithfulness.
Imagine how Moses must have felt.
He had once lived in Pharaoh's palace. Now he lived in the wilderness tending sheep.
From the outside, it appeared that his best years were behind him.
Yet while Moses thought he was simply surviving, God was quietly preparing him.
The palace had taught Moses leadership.
The wilderness taught him dependence.
The palace gave him influence.
The wilderness gave him humility.
The palace showed him the power of Egypt.
The wilderness taught him the sufficiency of God.
Waiting seasons often feel unproductive because we measure life by visible accomplishments.
God measures life differently.
He measures faithfulness.
Many of us spend too much time asking,
"When will my circumstances change?"
Perhaps the better question is,
"How is God changing me while I wait?"
Waiting is never wasted when God is involved.
The hidden years often become the foundation for everything God intends to do later.

[bookmark: _syruzfaadjt]Looking to Jesus
Before Jesus began His public ministry, He spent thirty years in relative obscurity.
The Son of God lived an ordinary life in Nazareth before stepping into His public calling.
God has never been in a hurry.
Neither should we.

[bookmark: _rjaz4geenuct]Reflect
[bookmark: _n7f4ff12qxk9]SHOW
What does this passage reveal about God's patience?
[bookmark: _s5msyignbju0]KNOW
Why is waiting different from being forgotten?
[bookmark: _h7707m1krkgo]GROW
Where might God be shaping your character during this season?
[bookmark: _slxxkop6ec2i]GO
How can you remain faithful where God has placed you today?

[bookmark: _9tyhybrq8grc]Prayer
Lord,
When life feels ordinary or slow, remind me that You are still at work. Help me trust Your timing more than my own expectations. Teach me to be faithful in the quiet seasons, knowing You are preparing me for what lies ahead. Amen.

[bookmark: _oij784apnlh7]Live It Out
Instead of asking God to hurry your circumstances this week, pray:
"Lord, shape my character while I wait."
[bookmark: _sgx5aajyrgm8]CONTINUE THE STORY
[bookmark: _1iq41oaxa07t]Weekly Discipleship Companion
[bookmark: _dezbs8gmuhh0]Exodus 2:11–3:12
[bookmark: _eert28z210v6]Five-Day Journey (Continued)

[bookmark: _ur6zfpjifsh]DAY 3
[bookmark: _3m9launqxywp]The God Who Sees
[bookmark: _z09eerejm0w]Read
Exodus 2:23–25
[bookmark: _o7zzt2jxkt7j]Key Verse
"God heard their groaning and He remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them." — Exodus 2:24–25

[bookmark: _67s9n4o206m4]Devotional
There are times in life when it feels as though heaven has gone silent.
You pray.
You wait.
You wonder if anyone is listening.
That's exactly where Israel found itself.
For generations they had lived under the crushing weight of slavery. Parents had prayed for freedom. Grandparents had prayed for freedom. Many had lived and died without seeing God's promises fulfilled.
It would have been easy to assume God had forgotten them.
Then Exodus gives us four of the most comforting statements in all of Scripture.
God heard.
God remembered.
God saw.
God knew.
Notice that these verses don't tell us God suddenly became aware of Israel's suffering. God had seen it all along. The language points to the fact that God's perfect timing had arrived. He was about to act on the promises He had made centuries earlier to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
The same is true in our lives.
Sometimes God's silence is not His absence.
Sometimes His delay is not His denial.
While we wonder whether God is doing anything, He is often arranging circumstances, preparing hearts, and accomplishing purposes we cannot yet see.
Moses didn't know God was preparing him.
Israel didn't know God was preparing a deliverer.
Yet God was working in both places at the same time.
Perhaps that's what He's doing in your life today.
You may not understand the waiting.
You may not see the answer.
But you can trust the heart of the God who hears every prayer, remembers every promise, sees every tear, and knows every burden you carry.
Nothing about your life escapes His attention.

[bookmark: _3hdbtbhlpon8]Looking to Jesus
When Jesus walked this earth, He revealed the same compassionate heart we see in Exodus.
He saw Zacchaeus hiding in a tree.
He noticed the widow giving two small coins.
He stopped for blind Bartimaeus while everyone else hurried past.
He wept at Lazarus' tomb.
Again and again, Jesus demonstrated that our God is never indifferent to human suffering.
The God who heard Israel's cries is the same Savior who hears yours today.

[bookmark: _qbpo1oam11xl]Reflect
[bookmark: _bo7afuv9e88a]SHOW
What do these verses teach you about God's heart for His people?
[bookmark: _pvyonpgnaty3]KNOW
Which of the four statements—God heard, remembered, saw, or knew—encourages you the most today? Why?
[bookmark: _ryc05mgyz7lo]GROW
Where have you been tempted to believe God has forgotten you?
How does this passage challenge that belief?
[bookmark: _9vmpto82jwf6]GO
Who in your life needs to be reminded that God sees them?
How can you encourage that person this week?

[bookmark: _u23zpaswz3fa]Prayer
Father,
Thank You for being the God who sees every part of my life. Even when I feel forgotten or overlooked, remind me that nothing escapes Your notice. Help me trust Your perfect timing instead of demanding my own. Thank You that You know my heart even before I speak. Give me confidence to rest in Your faithfulness today. In Jesus' name, Amen.

[bookmark: _7075159trl2n]Live It Out
Take five minutes today to list ways God has been faithful in your life—even during difficult seasons.
Thank Him for each one.
Let your past reminders of His faithfulness strengthen your present trust.

[bookmark: _n3i9fz56r6ap]DAY 4
[bookmark: _inuc03p54btv]Holy Ground
[bookmark: _4jgp1w30ko6u]Read
Exodus 3:1–6
[bookmark: _c572im9l46lm]Key Verse
"Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." — Exodus 3:5

[bookmark: _8ngczos3aw2l]Devotional
Have you ever wondered why God told Moses to remove his sandals?
There was nothing magical about the dirt beneath his feet.
The ground became holy because God was there.
Yesterday it was an ordinary patch of desert.
Tomorrow it would look exactly the same.
The difference was God's presence.
One of the greatest dangers for believers today is becoming so familiar with God that we lose our sense of wonder.
We rightly celebrate that Jesus invites us to come boldly before God's throne of grace. But boldness should never become casualness.
God is our loving Father.
He is also the holy Creator of the universe.
Those truths are not opposites.
They belong together.
The closer Moses came to God, the more aware he became of two realities:
God is holy.
Moses was not.
That realization didn't push Moses away.
It prepared him to worship.
Perhaps we've become so busy that we've forgotten how to stand in awe of God.
We rush through our prayers.
We skim our Bible reading.
We worship while thinking about tomorrow's schedule.
The burning bush reminds us to slow down.
To notice.
To listen.
To worship.
Because wherever God's presence is welcomed, ordinary places become holy ground.
Your kitchen table can become holy ground.
Your office can become holy ground.
Your hospital room can become holy ground.
God's presence transforms ordinary moments into sacred encounters.

[bookmark: _l9xacutnas3q]Looking to Jesus
Through Jesus Christ, we no longer approach God through sacrifices or priests.
Hebrews tells us we can approach God's throne with confidence because Jesus has made a way for us.
The same holy God who met Moses at the burning bush now invites us into His presence through Christ.

[bookmark: _myogiiz1hnw1]Reflect
[bookmark: _e7xmqmswxdf4]SHOW
What does this passage teach you about God's holiness?
[bookmark: _hvk97ztjdkve]KNOW
Why are reverence and confidence both important in our relationship with God?
[bookmark: _80g9jpr3fto9]GROW
Have you allowed busyness to crowd out wonder?
[bookmark: _t8hsz3wy1ois]GO
How can you intentionally create space this week to quietly enjoy God's presence?

[bookmark: _syjei9fff6r5]Prayer
Holy God,
Thank You for inviting me into Your presence through Jesus Christ. Help me never lose my awe of who You are. Teach me to slow down, to listen, and to worship You with humility and joy. May every part of my life become a place where I recognize Your presence. Amen.

[bookmark: _2pvhlr66n3io]Live It Out
Before opening your Bible tomorrow, pause for one full minute in silence.
Simply remember:
You are meeting with the holy God who knows your name.

[bookmark: _zf0ex7g3sbh2]CONTINUE THE STORY
[bookmark: _86s2z18elp31]Weekly Discipleship Companion
[bookmark: _axmn00ood8dr]Exodus 2:11–3:12
[bookmark: _ivnu5dgbn36d]Five-Day Journey (Continued)

[bookmark: _ck6vhprcrnt]DAY 5
[bookmark: _sv2ias9epsro]The God Who Is
[bookmark: _fap65j5p7ljo]Read
Exodus 3:7–12
[bookmark: _lhls53mbbm4l]Key Verse
"And God said, 'I will be with you.'" — Exodus 3:12

[bookmark: _kt5gujqog9p4]Devotional
After forty years of silence, God finally speaks.
If you were Moses, what would you expect Him to say?
Perhaps...
"Moses, here's the strategy."
"Here's how you'll convince Pharaoh."
"Here's the detailed plan."
Instead, before God tells Moses what to do, He reminds Moses who He is.
God reveals His heart before He reveals His assignment.
First, God tells Moses,
"I have indeed seen the misery of My people."
He is not a distant God.
He sees.
Then He says,
"I have heard them crying out."
He listens.
Then,
"I am concerned about their suffering."
God isn't emotionally detached.
He enters into the pain of His people with compassion.
Finally, God says,
"So I have come down to rescue them."
Our God is not passive.
He moves toward those who need Him.
Only after revealing His own heart does God say,
"So now, go."
Even then, Moses immediately asks,
"Who am I?"
Notice what God does not say.
He doesn't tell Moses how gifted he is.
He doesn't list Moses' qualifications.
He doesn't remind him of his education or his years in Pharaoh's palace.
Instead, God answers with one life-changing promise:
"I will be with you."
Everything Moses needed flowed from that promise.
Everything we need still flows from that promise today.
Our greatest confidence is not found in our experience...
our education...
our personality...
or our abilities.
Our confidence is found in God's presence.
The same God who stood beside Moses now walks with every believer through the presence of the Holy Spirit.
No matter what God asks of us, His promise remains the same.
"I will be with you."

[bookmark: _f3eg0ml66p9p]Looking to Jesus
When Jesus gave His disciples the Great Commission, He ended it with words that echo Exodus 3.
"Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:20)
Jesus never promised His followers an easy life.
He promised His presence.
The burning bush points us to Emmanuel—
God with us.

[bookmark: _pvn0w9hawh56]Reflect
[bookmark: _p1tzjhsxiciy]SHOW
What does God's conversation with Moses teach you about His character?
[bookmark: _nh7ortcoymnq]KNOW
Why is God's presence more important than having all the answers?
[bookmark: _62avc6gfyzze]GROW
Where are you tempted to depend on yourself instead of trusting God's presence?
[bookmark: _48ojngtta4p2]GO
How can you intentionally remember God's promise,
"I will be with you,"
throughout this week?

[bookmark: _wxcyj6jffcps]Prayer
Father,
Thank You that Your greatest gift is not simply what You do for me, but Your presence with me. When I feel uncertain, remind me that You go before me. When I feel weak, remind me that Your strength is enough. Help me trust You more than I trust my own understanding, and teach me to walk each day with confidence because You are with me. In Jesus' name, Amen.

[bookmark: _qejtw7as4xj7]Live It Out
Write Exodus 3:12 somewhere you'll see it often this week—a sticky note, your phone's wallpaper, or a note in your planner.
Every time you read it, pause and thank God that He is already present in whatever you're facing.

[bookmark: _hngj2h6efpq5]Worship This Week
As you continue reflecting on this week's message, spend time worshiping through songs that celebrate God's holiness, faithfulness, and abiding presence.
[bookmark: _hhk7ace0qpfl]Holy Forever – Chris Tomlin
A powerful reminder that our holy God is worthy of awe and worship.
[bookmark: _u9bvenacvn9l]The Lord Is My Salvation – Keith & Kristyn Getty
Celebrates God's faithfulness as our Deliverer throughout every season.
[bookmark: _grc7nkxhe802]Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me – CityAlight
A beautiful expression of depending on Christ rather than ourselves.
[bookmark: _xhgzrxnvqs2e]Great Is Thy Faithfulness – Selah
Reflect on God's unchanging character and His faithfulness through every generation.
[bookmark: _v9ouzdtjuo1j]Trust in God – Aaron Shust
Encourages us to rest in God's promises instead of our fears.
[bookmark: _qs1z7bdkmi1y]God Really Loves Us – Crowder
A reminder that the God who sees, hears, and knows us also deeply loves us.
As you listen, don't simply let the music play in the background. Use these songs as an opportunity to thank God for His presence and prepare your heart for the week ahead.

[bookmark: _x03bdtlq90gp]Read Ahead
[bookmark: _7b5omrdc4tz6]Next Week's Message
[bookmark: _1e73r2x01841]The Reluctant Rescuer
Exodus 3:13–4:17
God has called Moses.
But Moses isn't convinced.
Over and over he offers reasons why God should choose someone else.
Have you ever felt unqualified?
Too old?
Too young?
Not gifted enough?
Not spiritual enough?
Next week we'll discover that God patiently answers every excuse with the same reassuring truth:
His presence is greater than our inadequacy.
[bookmark: _ds45awaaf3ga]Before Sunday, read:
Exodus 3:13–4:17
As you read, think about these questions:
· Which excuse of Moses do I relate to most?
· Why do I think we make excuses when God calls us?
· How does God's response encourage me?
· What step of obedience might God be asking me to take?
Write down one observation or question to bring to Bible Study or discuss with your family.

[bookmark: _w6a49kwj4fek]Your Pivot Point
This week we've seen that God often prepares His people long before He reveals His purpose.
Moses thought his story had ended in failure.
God knew it was only beginning.
The same may be true for you.
[bookmark: _tet2nyjqoauk]SHOW
What has God revealed about Himself this week?

[bookmark: _9om32a3wbh3h]KNOW
What truth do you need to keep believing?

[bookmark: _ylvdc9erfsqp]GROW
How is God using your current season to shape your character?

[bookmark: _hpyjhyjq0chb]GO
What is one practical step you'll take this week to become more aware of God's presence?

[bookmark: _6ko7jk4mrdg7]My Pivot Point
Complete this sentence:
Because God is preparing me even when I cannot see it...
This week I will ________________________________________________.

[bookmark: _yq5snk8ki7pm]Prayer of Commitment
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for reminding me that You are always at work, even when I cannot see it. Forgive me for the times I've mistaken waiting for abandonment or silence for absence. Help me trust that every season of my life is in Your hands.
Teach me to recognize Your presence in the ordinary moments of life. Give me the humility to worship You, the patience to wait on You, and the faith to follow wherever You lead.
Like Moses, I want to respond when You call my name. Prepare my heart now for whatever You have planned, knowing that Your presence is enough.
I ask this in the name of Jesus, my Savior, my Shepherd, and my Deliverer.
Amen.

[bookmark: _uantqivmjja6]Continue the Story
The God who met Moses in the wilderness is the same God who walks with you today.
This week, don't rush through the ordinary.
Pause.
Listen.
Worship.
You never know when God may use an ordinary moment to reveal His extraordinary presence.
Keep your eyes on Jesus...and continue the Story.



