[bookmark: _bvhpwja2voyz]Digging Deeper Guide
[bookmark: _lqtpfy1px8mf]THE RELUCTANT RESCUER
[bookmark: _xh5863at20l0]Exodus 3:11–4:17
Series: The Storyline of Scripture

[bookmark: _r7gsttvk348k]DIGGING DEEPER
[bookmark: _whwt64y92lid]Going Beyond Sunday's Message
Sunday's message introduced us to one of the most personal conversations in all of Scripture. Moses brought his fears, doubts, and excuses to God, and God responded with His presence, His name, His power, and His promise.
This guide is designed to help you move beyond simply understanding the story to appreciating its theological depth and seeing how it points to Jesus Christ.
Take your time with these passages. Pray before you read, ask the Holy Spirit to teach you, and write down what God reveals to you.

[bookmark: _blfgxb21r5qq]STUDY 1
[bookmark: _bxn49w8kcxab]Why Did Moses Resist God's Call?
[bookmark: _oakt3clnxlwp]Read
· Exodus 3:11–4:17
· Acts 7:23–35
[bookmark: _qhab5rmirtrn]Background
When Moses stood before the burning bush, he wasn't simply afraid of Pharaoh.
Forty years earlier, Moses had already tried to rescue his people.
Instead of accepting him, they rejected him.
Stephen reminds us in Acts 7 that Moses believed the Israelites would understand that God was using him to deliver them.
Instead they asked:
"Who made you ruler and judge over us?"
That rejection stayed with Moses for forty years.
His excuses weren't simply about public speaking.
They were rooted in past failure.
Many of our fears work the same way.
Our past experiences often shape how we respond to God's present calling.

[bookmark: _7fljom51b5o8]Reflect
How have past disappointments affected your willingness to trust God today?
Are there old failures you've allowed to define your future?

[bookmark: _6q3bbcjetovd]SHOW
God sees beyond our past failures.

[bookmark: _nk2elv44son5]KNOW
God's calling is greater than your history.

[bookmark: _390u1f6w4bj7]GROW
Allow God—not your past—to define your future.

[bookmark: _vdo9r7295jpz]GO
Write down one past failure you've continued carrying.
Now write beside it:
"I will be with you."
Pray, asking God to help you leave that burden with Him.

[bookmark: _hxai5jo25zhm]STUDY 2
[bookmark: _1xd96823iznf]What Does "I AM" Really Mean?
[bookmark: _80b9q3cdbwnn]Read
· Exodus 3:13–15
· John 8:48–59
[bookmark: _9zrj3kz88lxi]Background
When Moses asked God's name, he wasn't requesting information.
He was asking about God's identity and authority.
God answered:
"I AM WHO I AM."
This name declares that God is eternal, self-existent, and completely independent.
Everything in creation depends upon Him.
He depends upon nothing.
Centuries later Jesus stood before the religious leaders and declared:
"Before Abraham was born, I AM."
The crowd immediately attempted to stone Him because they understood His claim.
Jesus wasn't merely saying He existed before Abraham.
He was identifying Himself with the God who spoke from the burning bush.
The Great I AM had entered history in human flesh.

[bookmark: _xqbrjgqqatpz]Reflect
Why is it important that Jesus is more than a great teacher or prophet?
How does His identity as the Great I AM strengthen your faith?

[bookmark: _ykm23cymlyct]SHOW
God reveals Himself fully through Jesus Christ.

[bookmark: _aqsh9ha7a2i8]KNOW
Jesus is the eternal Son of God.

[bookmark: _6ov19tr6d45q]GROW
Trust Jesus not only as Savior but also as Lord over every area of life.

[bookmark: _2nwuvlryzlwa]GO
Spend time this week thanking Jesus for being your unchanging Savior.

[bookmark: _g9a6huzc42pb]STUDY 3
[bookmark: _37auf159ueic]Weakness Is Not a Disqualification
[bookmark: _uvwg6scak40u]Read
· Exodus 4:10–17
· 2 Corinthians 12:7–10
[bookmark: _zelemkukojhn]Background
Moses believed his weakness made him unusable.
Paul discovered the opposite.
God told Paul:
"My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness."
God often works most clearly through people who know they cannot succeed without Him.
Weakness reminds us to depend upon grace rather than ourselves.

[bookmark: _c47erul4pncv]Reflect
Where have you been asking God to remove a weakness instead of asking Him to work through it?
How might your weakness become a testimony of His strength?

[bookmark: _akwcdclqpc4u]SHOW
God's strength shines brightest through surrendered weakness.

[bookmark: _uvtzrgay4izk]KNOW
Grace is sufficient for every calling God gives.

[bookmark: _ocen2mopyoma]GROW
Depend more on God's power than your own ability.

[bookmark: _n9bvfgmx55n]GO
Instead of praying,
"Lord, remove this weakness,"
try praying,
"Lord, glorify Yourself through this weakness."

[bookmark: _9wc8eypiivhj]STUDY 4
[bookmark: _907xjivbqg5u]Moses and Jesus
[bookmark: _ufjmwgqiggv]Read
· Exodus 4:13
· Luke 22:39–46
· Hebrews 3:1–6
[bookmark: _x88dh2xwti7d]Background
One of the most beautiful themes in Scripture is how Moses points us toward Jesus.
Consider the contrast:
	Moses
	Jesus

	Said, "Please send someone else."
	Said, "Not My will, but Yours be done."

	Led Israel out of Egypt.
	Leads all who believe out of sin.

	Needed God's presence.
	Is God with us (Emmanuel).

	Served faithfully as God's servant.
	Reigns forever as God's Son.


The Exodus story ultimately prepares us for Christ.
Every rescue in the Old Testament points toward the greatest rescue accomplished through the cross and resurrection.

[bookmark: _hiszyfkwtr8h]Reflect
How does seeing Jesus as the greater Deliverer deepen your appreciation for the Exodus story?
What does His willing obedience teach you about your own response to God's calling?

[bookmark: _82ta4grqspdi]SHOW
Jesus perfectly fulfills everything Moses foreshadowed.

[bookmark: _tuokaz9kh2zw]KNOW
Our hope rests in Christ's obedience, not our own.

[bookmark: _a2tx7usv2ct4]GROW
Learn to trust Jesus as both your Savior and your example.

[bookmark: _w7tawu3dg2mc]GO
Read Hebrews 3 this week and spend time thanking Jesus for becoming the perfect Deliverer.

[bookmark: _w83rfdxv7jny]PERSONAL JOURNAL
Take time this week to answer these questions.
[bookmark: _53onsq5vj0e4]What excuse have I been repeating to God?

[bookmark: _xv89b27duoj6]Which promise from this week's passage speaks directly to that excuse?

[bookmark: _lm1nk5slmap]What is my next faithful step?

[bookmark: _67pmo6duf11c]How have I experienced God's presence this week?

[bookmark: _2hb08inixoa4]THIS WEEK'S PRAYER
Father,
Thank You for meeting Moses in his weakness and for meeting me in mine.
Forgive me for believing my excuses more than Your promises.
Teach me to trust Your presence above my own abilities.
Thank You for sending Jesus, the greater Deliverer, who obeyed perfectly and made a way for me to know You.
Help me become a willing servant who follows wherever You lead.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

[bookmark: _ypv5i8ur83bh]YOUR PIVOT POINT
The greatest obstacle in Moses' story was never Pharaoh.
It wasn't Moses' speech.
It wasn't Israel's unbelief.
The greatest obstacle was believing that God's calling depended upon Moses.
The turning point came when Moses learned that everything depended upon God.
This week, every time fear whispers,
"You're not enough,"
answer it with God's promise:
"I will be with you."
The same God who called Moses is still calling ordinary people today.
And He is still faithful to walk with them every step of the way.

