[bookmark: _xt2i54c2lsau]Small Group Leader's Guide
[bookmark: _ox9q2b2dzn2s]THE RELUCTANT RESCUER
[bookmark: _vj35tbkbdbvd]Exodus 3:11–4:17
Series: The Storyline of Scripture

[bookmark: _pi2irswakh1x]LEADER PREPARATION
[bookmark: _hmi047sg2otc]Purpose of This Session
This week's discussion is designed to help participants move beyond simply identifying with Moses' excuses to recognizing God's answers.
Many people in your group will immediately relate to Moses because they've struggled with feelings of inadequacy, fear, failure, or believing someone else would be better suited for God's work. The goal isn't to convince people they are more capable than they think. The goal is to help them place their confidence in God's presence rather than their own abilities.
Keep pointing the conversation back to God's repeated promise:
"I will be with you."
Remember, the objective isn't simply learning more about Moses. It's learning to trust the God who still calls ordinary people today.

[bookmark: _77kdp2ccb31t]Leader Prayer
Father,
Thank You for calling imperfect people into Your work.
As we gather this week, help us be honest about our fears without allowing them to become excuses.
Open our hearts to hear Your promise that You are with us.
May every person leave this discussion with greater confidence in You than in themselves.
Guide our conversation, protect our fellowship, and help us encourage one another toward faithful obedience.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

[bookmark: _9plqpz75jv6w]SESSION OVERVIEW
[bookmark: _jx59dq8x3hk8]Main Idea
God's calling is never based on our qualifications.
It is always grounded in His presence.

[bookmark: _9vwp8ujglu2h]Memory Verse
Exodus 3:12
"And God said, 'I will be with you.'"
Encourage the group to recite the verse together at both the beginning and end of the discussion.

[bookmark: _9qr4jz4p8i7p]ICEBREAKER
Choose one of these questions.
[bookmark: _dg41opy06wsi]Option 1
What's the most intimidating job or responsibility you've ever been given?
How did you feel when you first accepted it?

[bookmark: _pzm78zzdrpb4]Option 2
If someone asked you to speak in front of 10,000 people tomorrow, what would your first reaction be?

[bookmark: _u47u44lkb057]Option 3
Complete this sentence.
"If I had been Moses, my first excuse would have been..."
Allow everyone an opportunity to answer.
Keep the tone light.

[bookmark: _4ezr6yd6blck]READ TOGETHER
Read aloud:
Exodus 3:11–4:17
If your group is larger, invite several people to read different sections.
Encourage everyone to listen for:
· Moses' five excuses
· God's five responses

[bookmark: _rofnpja9n8jz]OBSERVE
Ask the group:
What do you notice?
Don't rush toward interpretation.
Allow participants to discover the text.
Possible observations include:
• Moses asks far more questions than God.
• God never changes His calling.
• Every answer redirects attention back to God.
• God patiently responds to each objection.
• God's presence becomes the central promise.

[bookmark: _arrbobyl3yrz]SHOW • KNOW • GROW • GO
[bookmark: _mjf1ymrgghu3]SHOW
[bookmark: _89khihny2re6]What does this passage SHOW us about God?
Possible responses:
· God is patient.
· God is holy.
· God is faithful.
· God is compassionate.
· God equips those He calls.
· God desires relationship with His people.
· God promises His presence.
Follow-up question:
Which of these attributes encourages you the most today?
Why?

[bookmark: _kowu5zpn3por]KNOW
[bookmark: _ed93175tnuc]What truth should we KNOW?
Our confidence comes from God's presence—not our qualifications.
Discuss:
Why do we naturally focus on our weaknesses instead of God's promises?
How does Exodus 3:12 challenge that thinking?

[bookmark: _5inqyxgar7up]GROW
[bookmark: _66awnionphvt]How is God inviting us to GROW?
Ask:
Which excuse from Moses sounds most like your own?
1. Who am I?
2. Who are You?
3. What if they don't believe me?
4. I'm not gifted enough.
5. Send someone else.
Allow time for honest discussion.
Resist the temptation to "fix" people's answers.
Instead, continually point them back toward God's promise.

[bookmark: _ugx99xk5exlr]GO
[bookmark: _3ajble1jqmlb]What action should we GO and take this week?
Invite everyone to write one sentence.
"My next faithful step is..."
Encourage the group to be specific.
Examples:
"I will apologize..."
"I will volunteer..."
"I will invite my neighbor..."
"I will begin praying with my spouse..."
"I will share my testimony..."
Challenge everyone to report back next week.

[bookmark: _u60cg3dfvk25]GOING DEEPER
Discuss:
Why do you think God answered every excuse by talking about Himself instead of talking about Moses?
How would your daily life change if you truly believed,
"I will be with you,"
every moment of every day?

[bookmark: _fujdjjmvyijz]JESUS CONNECTION
Ask someone to read:
John 8:58
"Before Abraham was born, I AM."
Then read:
Luke 22:42
"Not My will, but Yours be done."
Discuss:
How is Jesus the greater Moses?
Consider these comparisons:
	Moses
	Jesus

	Reluctant rescuer
	Willing Savior

	Led Israel from Egypt
	Leads humanity from sin

	Needed God's presence
	Is God with us (Emmanuel)

	Pointed people toward God
	Is God revealed in the flesh


Conclude by emphasizing:
The Exodus ultimately points us to Jesus.

[bookmark: _bg0i807agvpw]PRAYER RESPONSE
Invite everyone to quietly consider:
What excuse have I been repeating to God?
Give several moments of silence.
Then ask everyone to open their hands as a physical act of surrender.
Pray together:
"Lord,
Today I surrender my excuses.
Help me trust Your presence more than my fears.
Give me courage to take my next faithful step.
Thank You for promising,
'I will be with you.'
In Jesus' name,
Amen."

[bookmark: _b9n58mhuvgnl]LEADER CHALLENGE
During the coming week:
✔ Pray by name for every member of your group.
✔ Send one encouraging message reminding them of Exodus 3:12.
✔ Ask how they're doing with the "next faithful step" they identified.
✔ Look for someone who may need extra encouragement because fear or insecurity is keeping them from moving forward.
Remember:
People rarely need someone to remind them of their weaknesses.
They desperately need someone to remind them of God's promises.

[bookmark: _sr1xz06ueyz1]YOUR PIVOT POINT (Leader)
Before leading others this week, answer this question yourself:
Where has God been asking you to trust His presence instead of your own ability?
Your authenticity will often teach more powerfully than your preparation.
Lead with humility.
Lead with grace.
Lead with confidence—not in yourself—but in the God who still promises,
"I will be with you."

