[bookmark: _sazn9nn3q2gt]Small Group Participant's Guide
[bookmark: _fkstndhd66mb]THE RELUCTANT RESCUER
[bookmark: _jgaetfa4gpib]Exodus 3:11–4:17
Series: The Storyline of Scripture

[bookmark: _2aksbcozax4m]Welcome
Welcome to this week's Small Group!
Whether this is your first time or you've been part of a group for years, thank you for making time to grow in God's Word together.
This week's passage reminds us that God often calls ordinary people to extraordinary purposes. Moses wasn't confident. He wasn't eager. He wasn't convinced he was the right person for the job. Yet God patiently answered every one of his excuses with a greater promise:
"I will be with you."
As you participate today, don't worry about having all the right answers. Instead, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal one truth He wants you to believe and one step He wants you to take this week.
Remember:
God isn't looking for perfect people. He's looking for willing hearts.

[bookmark: _6l4kb7k2o5qz]OPENING PRAYER
Father,
Thank You for bringing us together today.
Open our hearts to hear Your voice through Your Word.
Give us the courage to be honest with one another, encourage one another, and grow together as followers of Jesus.
Help us leave today trusting Your presence more than our fears.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

[bookmark: _vqveoy3nfrmv]MEMORY VERSE
[bookmark: _ilztm3h7g2to]Exodus 3:12 (NIV)
"And God said, 'I will be with you.'"
Read the verse together aloud.
Challenge yourself to memorize it before next week.

[bookmark: _6ungseb8yen4]READ THE PASSAGE
Read together:
Exodus 3:11–4:17
As you read, pay attention to two things:
· Every excuse Moses gives.
· Every response God gives.
Write down anything that stands out to you.

[bookmark: _27s1nvt9i32s]DISCUSSION
[bookmark: _e94f3jx4hmj]SHOW
[bookmark: _pfd5u98n6n0i]What does this passage SHOW us about God?
What characteristics of God do you see?
□ Faithful
□ Patient
□ Holy
□ Compassionate
□ Powerful
□ Present
□ Other:

What surprised or encouraged you most about God's character?

[bookmark: _mnq9cjulgvk7]KNOW
[bookmark: _ywehcdo9hc2c]What truth should we KNOW?
God never tells Moses,
"Believe in yourself."
Instead He says,
"I will be with you."
Why is that difference important?
How does it change the way you think about God's calling?

[bookmark: _p2pfxavavjz5]GROW
[bookmark: _vjm0pxs4nlto]How is God inviting you to GROW?
Which of Moses' excuses sounds the most like your own?
□ Who am I?
□ Who are You?
□ What if they don't believe me?
□ I'm not gifted enough.
□ Please send someone else.
Why do you relate to that excuse?

How does God's response speak directly to your fear?

[bookmark: _26us3cj67l48]GO
[bookmark: _iifua4s4utpc]What is one action God wants you to take this week?
Complete this sentence:
My next faithful step is...

Who can encourage you and pray for you this week?

[bookmark: _sgtvtmso0okp]DIGGING A LITTLE DEEPER
Read:
John 8:58
"Before Abraham was born, I AM."
Why do you think Jesus used the same words God spoke to Moses at the burning bush?
What does this reveal about Jesus?

Now read:
Luke 22:42
"Not My will, but Yours be done."
How does Jesus succeed where Moses struggled?

[bookmark: _5d4apb23rkym]PERSONAL REFLECTION
Spend a few quiet moments thinking about these questions.
Where have you been focusing more on your excuses than on God's promises?

What would change if you truly believed God is with you every moment of every day?

Is there something God has been asking you to do that you've been postponing?

[bookmark: _94z09t51rzdb]GROUP PRAYER
Take time to pray for one another.
Pray especially for:
□ Courage
□ Wisdom
□ Obedience
□ Healing
□ Relationships
□ Work or school
□ Family
□ Other requests

Close by praying Exodus 3:12 together:
"Lord, thank You for promising, 'I will be with you.' Help us trust Your presence more than our fears. Give us willing hearts to follow wherever You lead. In Jesus' name, Amen."

[bookmark: _2lydoonujwng]THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE
Every morning this week, begin your day by saying aloud:
"God is with me."
Every evening, ask yourself:
"Did I trust God's promise today—or did I listen to my excuses?"
Write one way you saw God's faithfulness during the day.
By next week's group, come prepared to share how God met you as you took your next faithful step.

[bookmark: _4ykr9elskke3]YOUR PIVOT POINT
Moses believed the biggest obstacle was himself.
God showed him the greatest reality was God's presence.
This week, whenever fear whispers,
"You're not enough,"
answer it with God's promise:
"I will be with you."
Your confidence isn't found in your ability.
It's found in the God who calls you, walks with you, and faithfully completes what He begins.
God isn't looking for perfect people.
He's looking for willing hearts.

