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[bookmark: _w575ibipoh40]STUDENT GUIDE
[bookmark: _n6q969noapmh]Theme
God isn't looking for perfect people. He's looking for willing hearts.

[bookmark: _iy0gadilrwlu]Welcome
Have you ever talked yourself out of doing something because you didn't think you were good enough?
Maybe you wanted to invite a friend to church but worried they'd laugh at you.
Maybe you knew the right thing to do but were afraid of what others would think.
Maybe you've wondered if God could really use someone your age.
If so, you're not alone.
Moses felt the same way.
When God called him to rescue Israel, Moses didn't feel ready. He didn't feel qualified. He didn't think he was the right person.
He made excuse after excuse.
But God never answered by saying,
"Moses, you're amazing."
Instead, God said,
"I will be with you."
That's still God's answer today.
Your confidence doesn't come from being the smartest, most popular, or most talented person in the room.
It comes from knowing that wherever God leads you, He goes with you.

[bookmark: _tkpn1ahqgj6e]THIS WEEK'S BIG IDEA
God doesn't wait until you're perfect before He begins using you.
He asks you to trust Him one step at a time.

[bookmark: _70x0ghyeatxg]MEMORY VERSE
[bookmark: _v5jdn0wpahxe]Exodus 3:12
"And God said, 'I will be with you.'"
Think about that for a moment.
Not...
"I'll make everything easy."
Not...
"You'll never be afraid."
Just...
"I will be with you."
Sometimes that's exactly what we need most.

[bookmark: _16fq371wb1qd]READ
Exodus 3:11–4:17
As you read, underline every excuse Moses gives.
Then circle every promise God makes.
What do you notice?

[bookmark: _67u7inhuk5uu]SHOW • KNOW • GROW • GO
[bookmark: _3mh9zw255kxp]SHOW
What does this passage show us about God?
God is patient.
God is powerful.
God doesn't give up on people who struggle.
Most importantly...
God promises to be with those He calls.

[bookmark: _3rdaw55rtfme]KNOW
What truth should we know?
Your value isn't determined by what other people think.
Your value is determined by the God who created you and calls you His own.

[bookmark: _yiuxpx1eiinr]GROW
Instead of listening to fear, learn to listen to God's promises.
Every excuse loses its power when you remember who is walking beside you.

[bookmark: _76jvtg1lr2x9]GO
This week, choose one opportunity to trust God instead of fear.
It might be:
· Inviting someone to church.
· Praying with a friend.
· Standing up for someone who's being left out.
· Refusing to join in gossip.
· Sharing something God has been teaching you.
Take one step.
God will take care of the rest.

[bookmark: _o50n0vkgruww]THINK ABOUT IT
Which excuse sounds most like you?
□ I'm not good enough.
□ People won't listen.
□ Someone else could do it better.
□ I'm afraid I'll fail.
□ I'm waiting until I'm older.
Why?

When have you let fear make a decision for you?

How do you think your life would change if you truly believed God was with you every day?

[bookmark: _n12lola4w6z3]JESUS CONNECTION
One of the coolest things about this passage is that it points directly to Jesus.
Moses said,
"Please send someone else."
Jesus prayed,
"Not My will, but Yours be done."
Where Moses hesitated...
Jesus obeyed.
Moses became Israel's rescuer.
Jesus became the Savior of the world.
The story has always been pointing us to Him.

[bookmark: _6f6chowouab6]REAL LIFE CHALLENGE
This week, every time you catch yourself thinking,
"I can't..."
replace it with:
"God is with me."
Write those four words somewhere you'll see them often.
On your phone.
On your mirror.
Inside a notebook.
On your computer.
Let God's promise become louder than your fear.

[bookmark: _a9uunhi2t7vm]PRAYER
Jesus,
Sometimes I feel like Moses.
I compare myself to other people.
I worry that I'm not good enough.
I let fear make my decisions.
Thank You for reminding me that You don't expect me to be perfect.
You ask me to trust You.
Help me remember that wherever You call me, You go with me.
Give me courage to take my next faithful step.
Amen.

[bookmark: _lbbo95al2b9a]STUDENT CHALLENGE
Choose one person this week who needs encouragement.
Send them a text.
Write them a note.
Pray with them.
Or simply remind them of God's promise:
"I will be with you."
You never know how much hope those five words might bring to someone who's struggling.

[bookmark: _6hvxynfrm9ej]DISCUSSION WITH A FRIEND OR PARENT
Talk through these questions together.
1. Which of Moses' excuses do you understand the most?
2. Why do you think God answered every excuse with His promise instead of praising Moses?
3. What is one situation you're facing right now where you need to trust God's presence?
4. What does following Jesus at school, work, or with friends look like this week?

[bookmark: _kvt7ztvxnbyt]THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE
Complete this sentence before you leave:
Because God is with me, this week I will...
 
[bookmark: _aume716l7pvq]YOUR PIVOT POINT
Moses believed he wasn't enough.
God reminded him that God was enough.
That's the same lesson every follower of Jesus must learn.
You don't have to be the smartest person in your class.
You don't have to be the most popular.
You don't have to have all the answers.
You don't have to be fearless.
You simply need to be willing to trust the One who has promised:
"I will be with you."
The next time you're tempted to let fear make your decision, stop and ask yourself these three questions:
· What excuse am I believing?
· What promise has God already given me?
· What is my next faithful step?
Then choose faith over fear.
Remember, God rarely shows us the entire journey.
He simply asks us to trust Him with the next step.

[bookmark: _2h1gw36biqyu]THIS WEEK'S TAKEAWAY
Don't wait until you feel ready to follow Jesus.
Very few people in the Bible ever felt ready.
Moses didn't.
Joshua didn't.
Jeremiah didn't.
Peter didn't.
Even the disciples had moments of fear and doubt.
What changed their lives wasn't that they suddenly became fearless.
It was that they learned to trust the God who was with them.
The same God who met Moses at the burning bush walks with you today through Jesus Christ.
Wherever you go this week—school, work, practice, home, or with friends—you never go alone.

[bookmark: _mruesa26n0zg]CHALLENGE FOR THE WEEK
This week, encourage one person using God's promise.
Text them.
Write them a note.
Pray with them.
Or simply tell them:
"I don't know what you're facing, but I do know this—God is with you."
You never know how God might use a few words of encouragement to change someone's day—or even their life.

[bookmark: _j8dsyexzn50p]NEXT WEEK
Read Exodus 5:1–6:27 before next Sunday.
As Moses finally obeys God's call and stands before Pharaoh, things don't get better—they get worse.
Have you ever obeyed God only to wonder if everything was falling apart?
Next week we'll discover why delayed victory doesn't mean God has abandoned His promises and how God begins demonstrating His power over every false god of Egypt.
Come ready to continue the story!

Remember:
God isn't looking for perfect people.
He's looking for willing hearts.
And wherever He calls you, He still gives the same promise He gave Moses:
"I will be with you."

