[bookmark: _r09p156aj9hd]DIGGING DEEPER
[bookmark: _22t92srydr9s]Continue the Story
[bookmark: _m5sq8pmte0tc]Week __
[bookmark: _um37e3pvzcpt]Before the Breakthrough
[bookmark: _qc1s47c9d10y]Exodus 4:18–6:12
"God's promises are often fulfilled on the far side of perseverance."

[bookmark: _edh6er3fh1wm]WELCOME
If you enjoy digging beneath the surface of Scripture, this study is for you.
While Sunday's message focused on trusting God when life becomes difficult, this study explores the historical setting, theological themes, New Testament connections, and practical implications of Exodus 4:18–6:12.
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal not only what the passage meant to Israel, but what it means for your life today.

[bookmark: _l3d8j7pl37g3]THE STORY IN CONTEXT
The book of Exodus is not simply the story of Israel escaping slavery.
It is the story of God revealing Himself.
Throughout Exodus, God continually demonstrates:
· His holiness
· His covenant faithfulness
· His power over false gods
· His desire to dwell with His people
Exodus 4–6 marks the beginning of open conflict between God's kingdom and Pharaoh's kingdom.
This is far more than a political disagreement.
It is a confrontation between the Creator and a ruler who believed himself to be divine.

[bookmark: _i7b46ozifvgf]HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
[bookmark: _yntt2yybegm]Pharaoh's Position
Egyptian pharaohs were not merely kings.
They were considered gods in human form.
Their authority was absolute.
To reject Pharaoh's command was considered rebellion against the gods of Egypt themselves.
When Moses declared,
"The LORD says, 'Let My people go,'"
he wasn't simply requesting permission.
He was announcing that Israel's God possessed greater authority than Egypt's king.
No wonder Pharaoh responded,
"Who is the LORD, that I should obey Him?"
(Exodus 5:2)
That question becomes one of the central themes of Exodus.
By the end of the plagues...
Pharaoh—and all Egypt—will know exactly who the Lord is.

[bookmark: _3bbkst19w9hx]BIBLE CONNECTION
Read:
Genesis 15:13–14
Hundreds of years earlier, God told Abraham:
"Your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own...but afterward they will come out with great possessions."
God had already announced Israel's deliverance centuries before Moses was born.
What appeared to Moses as failure...
was actually the fulfillment of a promise already in motion.
[bookmark: _hgt1yv9o1hag]Reflection
How does remembering God's long-term plan change your perspective on waiting?

[bookmark: _llcusu352fay]A CLOSER LOOK
[bookmark: _ze8wx8376bvv]Why Did God Allow Pharaoh to Refuse?
This is one of the biggest questions in Exodus.
Could God have forced Pharaoh to release Israel immediately?
Absolutely.
Instead, God chose to reveal His glory gradually.
Each plague would expose another Egyptian god as powerless.
Each confrontation would reveal God's supremacy.
Each delay would deepen Israel's understanding of who He truly is.
Sometimes God delays because His purpose is greater than our immediate comfort.

[bookmark: _u1vtpbkxfejp]WORD STUDY
[bookmark: _a770t8s5t8kj]"Redeem"
Exodus 6:6
"I will redeem you..."
The Hebrew word means:
To buy back.
To rescue.
To reclaim someone at great personal cost.
Throughout Scripture this word grows richer.
Israel was redeemed from slavery.
Believers are redeemed from sin through Jesus Christ.
Peter writes:
"You were redeemed...with the precious blood of Christ."
The Exodus points forward to the greater redemption accomplished at the cross.

[bookmark: _xh0weie9wy8o]JESUS IN THE STORY
This passage quietly points us toward Jesus in remarkable ways.
[bookmark: _21yjsx3rs8s2]Moses
Moses obeyed God and was rejected by many of his own people.
Jesus came to His own, and many rejected Him.

[bookmark: _qsfcnw8f4mjj]Pharaoh
Pharaoh enslaved people physically.
Sin enslaves humanity spiritually.
Jesus came to proclaim freedom to captives.

[bookmark: _q7ohjlq2bjpp]Israel
Israel could not rescue itself.
Neither can we.
Salvation has always been God's work from beginning to end.

[bookmark: _7905qb7h5sz1]God's "I Will"
Notice how often God says,
"I will..."
Our salvation begins exactly the same way.
God initiates.
God rescues.
God redeems.
God adopts.
God finishes.
The gospel has always been about God's grace before human effort.

[bookmark: _ehq5da5jrarv]READ THE NEW TESTAMENT
Compare this week's passage with:
Romans 5:1–5
2 Corinthians 4:7–18
James 1:2–4
Hebrews 11:23–29
Answer:
What common theme connects these passages?

[bookmark: _pgzzh950a061]THINK DEEPER
Why do we often measure God's faithfulness by our comfort instead of by His character?

How does remembering God's covenant promises change the way you pray?

[bookmark: _l5tdfyhwzvcy]PERSONAL REFLECTION
Moses saw:
More work.
More suffering.
More disappointment.
God saw:
The Red Sea.
The Passover.
Freedom.
Sometimes we evaluate our lives based on today's chapter.
God sees the entire story.
[bookmark: _1o0cnqvw3ysa]Reflection
What chapter do you feel you're living in today?

What evidence can you identify that God has remained faithful—even in difficult seasons?

[bookmark: _aogxyj3fdv1s]THIS WEEK'S STUDY CHALLENGE
Read Exodus chapters 5 and 6 every day this week.
Each time you read:
Circle every reference to God.
Underline every promise.
Highlight every human complaint.
Notice the contrast.
Human beings focus on circumstances.
God continually points back to Himself.
Ask yourself:
Where is my attention focused most often?

[bookmark: _6kp5m2lyxpi9]PRAYER
Lord,
Teach me to see beyond today's circumstances.
Help me remember that Your plans are always larger than what I can see.
Strengthen my faith while I wait.
May I trust Your promises more than my fears and Your character more than my circumstances.
Thank You that every page of Scripture points me to Jesus, my Redeemer.
Amen.

[bookmark: _59us4cbopk8i]YOUR PIVOT POINT
[bookmark: _8vj43j6hny2c]SHOW
God reveals Himself as the Redeemer who faithfully keeps every covenant promise.
[bookmark: _yxre4ww93ok1]KNOW
God's delays never cancel His purposes.
[bookmark: _70x2d512xew]GROW
Deep faith learns to trust God's eternal perspective instead of today's circumstances.
[bookmark: _cj4gjdjnjduw]GO
This week, encourage someone by sharing not just what God can do—but who God is.
[bookmark: _zeimny9yppuo]Your Pivot Point
What decision, surrender, or next step is God inviting you to make this week?
 
