[bookmark: _r466sjmzda46]CONTINUE THE STORY COMPANION
[bookmark: _yuf2pg3jdqga]Week __
[bookmark: _5pdcp7y9l4jt]Before the Breakthrough
[bookmark: _y5t5ajizrg2c]Exodus 4:18–6:12

[bookmark: _4txudsxdalxt]WELCOME
Have you ever found yourself asking,
"God, I obeyed You...so why did everything get harder?"
Most of us expect obedience to bring immediate blessing. We assume that if we're following God's will, the path should become smoother. Yet one of the greatest surprises of the Christian life is discovering that sometimes our greatest challenges come after we've taken a step of faith.
That's exactly what happened to Moses.
After years of excuses, Moses finally obeyed God's call. He returned to Egypt, stood before Pharaoh, and boldly delivered God's message. Surely this was the moment everything would change.
Instead...
Pharaoh refused.
The Israelites suffered more than ever.
The people blamed Moses.
Even Moses questioned God.
Yet behind the scenes, God was doing exactly what He had promised.
This week we'll discover that God's greatest work often begins long before we can recognize it. His promises remain true even when our circumstances seem to tell a different story.

[bookmark: _f2jeudxq2aq7]BIG IDEA
God's promises remain true even when obedience leads through seasons of opposition before deliverance.

[bookmark: _wea2nm0yeqr]THIS WEEK IN THE STORY
Moses returned to Egypt with Aaron and faithfully delivered God's message to Pharaoh: "Let My people go."
Rather than releasing Israel, Pharaoh increased their workload, forcing them to gather their own straw while producing the same number of bricks. The people became discouraged and blamed Moses for making life worse.
Feeling defeated, Moses cried out to God, asking why He had been sent at all.
God responded—not with an explanation—but with a reminder of His covenant. Seven times He declared, "I will..." reminding Moses that Israel's deliverance depended on God's faithfulness, not Moses' ability.

[bookmark: _elx73nfajlo4]MEMORY VERSE
Exodus 6:7 (NIV)
"I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians."

[bookmark: _dq5r9ww5z2ga]WEEKLY CHALLENGE
Every day this week, replace one worry with one promise.
Whenever you find yourself becoming discouraged, stop and ask:
"Am I focusing on my circumstances—or God's promises?"
Then read Exodus 6:7 aloud and thank God that His faithfulness is greater than your present situation.

[bookmark: _gdx0p67qgsxh]SHOW • KNOW • GROW • GO
[bookmark: _jl362hveiagd]SHOW
God reveals Himself as the faithful covenant-keeping Lord who never abandons His people, even when circumstances seem to contradict His promises.
[bookmark: _h7rt1tfst4h3]KNOW
Following God doesn't guarantee an easier life, but it does guarantee God's presence and faithfulness.
[bookmark: _bek9nelcvshy]GROW
God develops perseverance as we learn to trust His character more than our circumstances.
[bookmark: _py9cwtaej8mr]GO
Encourage someone this week who feels discouraged. Share one promise from God's Word and pray with them.

[bookmark: _23jotrl7aphv]FIVE-DAY JOURNEY

[bookmark: _ghvyl0b5fsmk]DAY ONE
[bookmark: _che3je68o96u]Read
Exodus 4:18–31
[bookmark: _c39ntf6zn254]Welcome to the Journey
After years of running from God's call, Moses finally obeys. He returns to Egypt, and God confirms His presence every step of the way. Aaron arrives exactly as promised. The elders believe. The people worship.
Everything appears ready for a miracle.
What Moses doesn't realize is that God's confirmation isn't the same as God's completion.
God often gives us enough encouragement to take the next step—but not enough information to eliminate the need for faith.
Abraham waited decades for Isaac.
Joseph waited years before seeing his dreams fulfilled.
David was anointed king long before he wore the crown.
Even Jesus spent thirty years preparing for three years of public ministry.
Faith grows one step at a time.
[bookmark: _u4ya2fu4g1zm]Reflect
Where has God already confirmed His presence in your life?
Are you waiting for Him to reveal the next step before you'll take the one He's already shown you?
[bookmark: _bxsno3ctjrrf]Prayer
Father, thank You for guiding me one step at a time. Help me trust You even when I can't see the entire journey. Give me the courage to obey today and leave tomorrow in Your hands.

[bookmark: _ncxs8tbu2e9z]DAY TWO
[bookmark: _v4pb0c29qxj8]Read
Exodus 5:1–14
[bookmark: _mkij1inarcdr]When Obedience Gets Hard
Moses obeyed God.
Pharaoh made life harder.
That doesn't seem fair.
Yet throughout Scripture, opposition often increases just before God accomplishes something extraordinary.
The enemy rarely fights people who aren't moving toward God's purposes.
Think about Jesus.
Immediately after His baptism, the Spirit led Him into the wilderness to be tempted. Later, His obedience led Him all the way to the cross before it led to the resurrection.
Sometimes we mistakenly believe that hardship means we've missed God's will.
Often the opposite is true.
[bookmark: _1ymr3jh41isf]Reflect
Have you ever experienced greater opposition after taking a step of faith?
How might God be using this season to strengthen your trust?
[bookmark: _pmzhwqd24u1w]Prayer
Lord, when obedience becomes difficult, remind me that You are still working. Help me trust Your purposes even when I don't understand Your timing.

[bookmark: _wxsyegl2cpxl]DAY THREE
[bookmark: _ti3vn1czgeu4]Read
Exodus 5:15–23
[bookmark: _foqimdtxw9j4]Honest Questions
Moses asked,
"Lord, why?"
He didn't pretend everything was fine.
He didn't hide his disappointment.
He brought his questions directly to God.
The Bible is full of faithful people who asked difficult questions.
David did.
Jeremiah did.
Habakkuk did.
Job did.
Even Jesus cried from the cross,
"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"
Faith isn't pretending we never struggle.
Faith is bringing our struggles to the One who already knows them.
[bookmark: _i90yl091e7k3]Reflect
What questions have you been afraid to bring to God?
How would your prayer life change if you believed God welcomes honest conversations?
[bookmark: _pg1vujthgpq8]Prayer
Father, thank You that You are never offended by my honest questions. Teach me to run toward You instead of away from You when life doesn't make sense.

[bookmark: _jryqdlhyqfxp]DAY FOUR
[bookmark: _7ku8rik389kz]Read
Exodus 6:1–8
[bookmark: _w4rjj7ki6k7f]Seven Powerful Promises
God answers Moses with seven simple words:
"I will..."
Notice what He doesn't say.
He doesn't say,
"Moses, try harder."
He doesn't say,
"Israel, have more faith."
He simply points Moses back to Himself.
Every promise begins with God.
Our salvation works the same way.
God initiates.
God rescues.
God redeems.
God adopts.
God completes what He begins.
Our hope rests in His faithfulness—not our performance.
[bookmark: _fxzgyr5owwut]Reflect
Which of God's promises do you need to cling to today?
Write it somewhere you'll see it throughout the day.
[bookmark: _o88jghbhgdsp]Prayer
Lord, thank You that Your promises never fail. Help me trust Your character more than my circumstances and Your faithfulness more than my feelings.

[bookmark: _1qt7ggdva7cc]DAY FIVE
[bookmark: _9vvnnuieey3]Read
Romans 8:18–39
[bookmark: _qpsta2pqcswo]The Story Isn't Finished
The Israelites believed chapter five was the end of the story.
God knew chapter fourteen was coming.
Moses saw heavier burdens.
God saw the Red Sea.
The people saw disappointment.
God saw deliverance.
We often judge God's faithfulness by today's chapter.
But God sees the entire story.
Because of Jesus' death and resurrection, we know that suffering never has the final word.
Our greatest hope isn't that life becomes easier.
Our greatest hope is that God never leaves us, never breaks His promises, and never stops working for our good.
[bookmark: _b8hkv951fv4t]Reflect
What "chapter five" are you living through today?
How does knowing that God already sees the ending give you hope?
[bookmark: _m6q6ef5gy8uc]Prayer
Jesus, thank You for being faithful from beginning to end. Help me trust You while I wait, obey You when life is difficult, and remember that You are still writing my story.

[bookmark: _opiry68l3dik]YOUR PIVOT POINT
Maybe today feels like Exodus chapter five.
You can't yet see the breakthrough.
The burden feels heavier than ever.
Remember this:
God was no less faithful in chapter five than He was when the Red Sea parted.
He's still faithful today.
[bookmark: _movduqgcd9i9]SHOW
God is faithful to every promise He makes.
[bookmark: _bx8abacg0680]KNOW
Opposition does not mean God has abandoned me.
[bookmark: _3w135nra3zmu]GROW
I will trust God's character more than my circumstances.
[bookmark: _rno1li4s1mxk]GO
This week I will encourage someone else who is waiting for their breakthrough.
[bookmark: _38cy6ovfz2ty]Your Pivot Point
What decision, surrender, or next step is God inviting you to make this week?
 
