[bookmark: _ws6pewexcgo6]PIVOT GROUP LEADER GUIDE
[bookmark: _81vkt7x58zat]Week __
[bookmark: _e3tvmbk85wmr]Before the Breakthrough
[bookmark: _bid1yf8aenfh]Exodus 4:18–6:12

[bookmark: _2ok3hzmrcqi0]LEADER PREPARATION
[bookmark: _tqatbvcjy5l4]Main Objective
Help your group understand that increased difficulty is not necessarily a sign that they have missed God's will. Instead, God often accomplishes His greatest work through seasons of waiting, opposition, and perseverance.
Your goal this week is not simply to study Moses' discouragement but to help participants identify where they may be experiencing their own "Exodus 5" and encourage them to trust God's promises while they wait for His deliverance.

[bookmark: _z7ovtb245x3k]LEADER REMINDER
People in your group may be living through difficult circumstances right now.
Some may have recently lost a job.
Others may be struggling with illness, financial stress, family conflict, or unanswered prayer.
Avoid offering simple answers to complex pain.
Instead, point them repeatedly to God's character rather than easy solutions.
Your greatest role this week is to create a safe place where people can honestly say, "I'm discouraged," while reminding them that God welcomes honest faith.

[bookmark: _n92r1ws0oeu5]OPENING PRAYER
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for bringing us together today. Open our hearts to hear Your voice through Your Word. Help us trust You even when we don't understand what You're doing. Give us courage to be honest with one another and strengthen our faith as we encourage each other today.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

[bookmark: _110fi1cw3ftc]ICEBREAKER
[bookmark: _8bk7rkwk9713]Looking Back
Tell us about a time when something became harder before it became better.
It could be:
· Learning to drive
· College or training
· Raising children
· Recovering from surgery
· Starting a new job
· Restoring a relationship
· Following Jesus
What helped you keep going?

[bookmark: _1d32e7z1ssdv]THIS WEEK IN THE STORY
Invite someone to summarize Sunday's message in their own words.
If needed, briefly review:
• Moses obeyed God's call.
• Pharaoh refused God's command.
• Israel's suffering increased.
• Moses questioned God.
• God answered with His covenant promises.
Ask:
What part of the story stood out to you most? Why?

[bookmark: _8y24rbd910za]READ THE PASSAGE
Read together:
Exodus 5:1–23
Then read:
Exodus 6:1–8
Encourage different people to read each section aloud.

[bookmark: _dffhlt4b81jc]DISCUSSION
[bookmark: _j6p9pje35jf5]SHOW
[bookmark: _uqa7vrhzbdt2]What does this passage reveal about God?
Possible observations:
• God keeps His promises.
• God hears the cries of His people.
• God is patient with discouraged believers.
• God is sovereign even over Pharaoh.
• God's timing is different from ours.
Leader Tip:
If discussion slows, ask:
"What did you learn about God's character that encourages you personally?"

[bookmark: _lwktglff4o01]KNOW
[bookmark: _5pq8ezfxsimj]What truth do we need to believe?
Discussion Questions
Why do we often assume obedience should make life easier?
How do difficult circumstances tempt us to misunderstand God?
What is the difference between God's promises and our expectations?
How does God's repeated statement, "I will..." change the focus of the passage?
Leader Insight
Notice that God's answer to Moses was not an explanation.
It was a reminder of His character.
Sometimes God gives us Himself before He gives us answers.

[bookmark: _k57y2com3v54]GROW
[bookmark: _8we4eebhk9ns]How is God shaping us?
Ask:
Have you ever experienced a season where following God seemed to make life more difficult?
Without sharing anything too personal, what helped you keep trusting Him?
Leader Tip
Allow silence.
People often need time before speaking honestly.
Don't rush the conversation.

[bookmark: _o2su7tcc5wfk]GO
[bookmark: _45v89w83es22]What action should we take?
Ask:
Who in your life needs encouragement right now?
How could you remind them of God's promises this week?
Challenge everyone to contact one discouraged person before next week's meeting.

[bookmark: _x3tai8z7gqv1]DIGGING DEEPER
Read Romans 5:1–5.
Discuss:
How does Paul describe suffering differently than our culture?
What qualities does suffering produce?
How does hope differ from optimism?
Read James 1:2–4.
Why does James tell believers to "consider it pure joy"?
What is God producing through perseverance?
Connect these passages back to Moses.
The New Testament repeatedly teaches that God's people often experience growth before they experience victory.

[bookmark: _we0onmq4vfp]PERSONAL APPLICATION
Invite each participant to complete this sentence:
"My chapter five right now is..."
Encourage honesty.
No fixing.
No preaching.
Simply listen.
After everyone has shared, ask:
"What promise of God do you most need to remember this week?"

[bookmark: _g8ix6q5hdue9]WEEKLY CHALLENGE
Each day this week:
Read one of God's promises from Exodus 6.
Pray over it.
Ask God to help you trust His character before you see His answer.
Write down one way you saw His faithfulness each day—even if it seemed small.

[bookmark: _l0zl0ddnsbbm]PRAYER REQUESTS
Take time to write down each person's request.
Specifically listen for:
• Waiting
• Discouragement
• Health concerns
• Family relationships
• Financial stress
• Spiritual growth
Pray over each request together.

[bookmark: _97ttjtcyvgo5]CLOSING PRAYER
Father,
Thank You that You never abandon Your people, even when life becomes difficult.
Teach us to trust Your promises more than our circumstances.
Strengthen those who are weary.
Give hope to those who feel discouraged.
Help us leave here today confident that You are still writing our story.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.

[bookmark: _log5792fwt5s]LEADER'S TAKEAWAY
People will remember this week's discussion if they leave believing one simple truth:
Just because life gets harder doesn't mean God has stopped working.
Keep pointing your group back to God's character.
He is faithful.
He is present.
And He always keeps His promises.

[bookmark: _h3cyo9ncnx7z]YOUR PIVOT POINT
SHOW: God reveals Himself as the faithful covenant keeper.
KNOW: God's promises remain true even when circumstances become harder.
GROW: Trust grows when we rely on God's character instead of today's circumstances.
GO: Encourage someone this week who feels like they are living in "chapter five."
[bookmark: _7to4ckba1gxu]Your Pivot Point
What decision, surrender, or next step is God inviting you to make this week as a leader?

