[bookmark: _u43zgfkey2o0]STUDENT COMPANION
[bookmark: _wscskyhe19o7]Continue the Story
[bookmark: _6j80bwmu7j7]Week __
[bookmark: _tpx66573dyzj]Before the Breakthrough
[bookmark: _d7x3xnhu7age]Exodus 4:18–6:12

[bookmark: _xjx7dwlahjpo]WELCOME
Have you ever thought,
"I'm trying to do the right thing...so why is everything getting harder?"
Maybe you decided to stand up for someone at school and lost friends.
Maybe you started taking your faith seriously and people made fun of you.
Maybe you prayed about something important and nothing changed.
It's easy to wonder if following Jesus is really worth it when life doesn't get easier.
Moses probably felt the same way.
God called him to lead Israel out of slavery. Moses finally obeyed, expecting God to work immediately.
Instead...
Things got worse.
The people suffered more.
They blamed Moses.
Even Moses questioned God.
But here's what Moses couldn't see:
God was already preparing the miracle.
Sometimes God's greatest work is happening when it feels like nothing is happening at all.

[bookmark: _7oy026mzq4u0]BIG IDEA
Following God doesn't always remove the struggle, but it always gives us Someone to trust through it.

[bookmark: _rrtpo4w728sq]READ THE STORY
Exodus 5:1–23
Exodus 6:1–12
As you read, ask yourself:
• What surprised me?
• How did Moses respond?
• How did God respond?
• What do I learn about God's character?

[bookmark: _ninf28i4pgir]THIS WEEK IN THE STORY
Moses obeyed God and confronted Pharaoh.
Instead of freedom, Pharaoh made life even harder for the Israelites.
The people became discouraged.
Moses became discouraged.
Yet God never changed His plan.
Instead of explaining everything, God reminded Moses who He is and repeated His promises.
God wasn't finished.
Neither was Moses' story.

[bookmark: _h87irmvy613m]THINK ABOUT IT
[bookmark: _p51y88snkbka]SHOW
What does this passage teach you about God?
☐ God is patient.
☐ God keeps His promises.
☐ God is always working.
☐ God understands our questions.
What else do you notice?

[bookmark: _43gjl1ioc48r]KNOW
Why do you think we sometimes believe following God should make life easier?

How does this story challenge that idea?

[bookmark: _4gt7qex2olo3]GROW
What "hard thing" are you facing right now?
School?
Family?
Friendships?
Sports?
Anxiety?
Something else?

How could God be growing your faith through this?

[bookmark: _9z0wjnau0n6]GO
Who needs encouragement this week?
Write their name.

How will you encourage them?
☐ Pray for them
☐ Send a text
☐ Sit with them
☐ Invite them to church
☐ Help them
☐ Listen

[bookmark: _hauezsofnc5f]REAL LIFE
Imagine this.
You study hard for a test.
You pray.
You trust God.
Then...
You still don't get the grade you wanted.
Does that mean God wasn't listening?
No.
God cares about much more than one test.
Sometimes He is building perseverance.
Sometimes humility.
Sometimes trust.
Sometimes discipline.
God is always working—even when we don't understand why.

[bookmark: _tklfg0au3pqj]JESUS CONNECTION
Jesus understands what it's like when obedience becomes difficult.
He obeyed the Father completely.
That obedience led Him to the cross.
For a moment, it looked like evil had won.
Three days later...
The resurrection changed everything.
Because Jesus lives, we know difficult chapters are never the end of the story.

[bookmark: _gjrlc8csnclh]WEEKLY CHALLENGE
[bookmark: _467g4cf492wd]Don't Quit in Chapter Five
Whenever something frustrating happens this week, stop and ask yourself:
"Is this the end of my story...or just one chapter?"
Then pray:
"Jesus, help me trust You with the rest of the story."

[bookmark: _8t45lxbv3djc]MEMORY VERSE
Exodus 6:7
"I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God."
Can you memorize it before next Sunday?

[bookmark: _3unildx9ws9g]JOURNAL
This week my biggest challenge is...

One promise from God I need to remember is...

[bookmark: _hcdgpdlhkjav]PRAYER
Jesus,
Sometimes I don't understand why life gets hard.
Help me trust You when I can't see what You're doing.
Teach me to believe Your promises more than my fears.
Give me courage to keep following You, even when it's difficult.
Thank You for never giving up on me.
Amen.

[bookmark: _vbe1uhff9vxs]YOUR PIVOT POINT
[bookmark: _ba2bz8rcnuk3]SHOW
God is faithful even when life is difficult.
[bookmark: _l60jdi5wb2fw]KNOW
God's promises are bigger than today's problems.
[bookmark: _2fq7owua4ima]GROW
Trust grows one step of obedience at a time.
[bookmark: _o78mlgneexuy]GO
Encourage one person this week who feels like giving up.
[bookmark: _70trh949sysp]Your Pivot Point
What decision, surrender, or next step is God inviting you to make this week?
 
