[bookmark: _c0s5six10mpf]Week 2 – Exodus 1:1–2:10
[bookmark: _yrh7t7st3bbq]Hidden, Hunted, and Held
[bookmark: _tecgqeruokjy]Welcome
Welcome to this week's Continue the Story companion.
Last week, we began our journey through Exodus and discovered that God is not only a God of beginnings—He is a God of continuation. The promises He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did not end in Genesis. They continued to unfold, even when it seemed like God had gone silent.
This week, we enter one of the darkest chapters in Israel's history. A new Pharaoh rises to power who does not remember Joseph. Fear turns into oppression, oppression becomes slavery, and slavery leads to a horrifying command: every Hebrew baby boy is to be thrown into the Nile.
At first glance, it appears that evil is winning.
But behind the scenes, God is quietly writing a different story.
He works through the courage of two midwives, the faith of a mother and father, the watchful eye of a sister, and the compassion of an Egyptian princess. Long before Moses would stand before Pharaoh with a staff in his hand, God was already holding him safely in His hands.
Perhaps you've experienced seasons that felt similar. Maybe you've wondered where God was while life became difficult. Maybe you've questioned why He seemed silent while circumstances grew darker.
This week's journey reminds us of an important truth:
God is never absent, even when He seems unseen.
The same God who protected Moses is still working today. His timing is perfect, His promises remain true, and His loving hands continue to hold His people—even in life's most uncertain moments.

[bookmark: _tydvxyugar0w]Big Idea
When it looks like evil is writing the story, God is already writing the rescue.

[bookmark: _5ylj1g6yhz25]This Week in the Story
Genesis ended with Joseph saving his family and welcoming them to Egypt. What began as a place of refuge, however, eventually became a place of slavery. As the years passed, a new Pharaoh came to power who neither knew Joseph nor cared about the blessings Israel had brought to Egypt.
Fearing the growing Hebrew population, Pharaoh tried everything he could to stop God's people. He enslaved them with harsh labor, ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill every baby boy at birth, and finally commanded that every Hebrew son be thrown into the Nile River.
Yet every attempt to stop God's plan only revealed His faithfulness.
The midwives feared God more than Pharaoh.
A mother hid her baby by faith.
A sister faithfully watched over her little brother.
An Egyptian princess chose compassion over cruelty.
And through these ordinary acts of courage, God preserved the life of the one who would one day lead His people out of bondage.
This story reminds us that God often works quietly before He works powerfully. Long before the burning bush, the plagues, or the Red Sea, God was already preparing a deliverer.
That pattern continues throughout Scripture and reaches its fulfillment in Jesus Christ. Like Moses, Jesus was born under the threat of a king who ordered the death of innocent children. Like Moses, He was preserved by God's providence. But Jesus came to accomplish an even greater rescue—not from slavery in Egypt, but from the slavery of sin and death.
The God who watched over Moses is the same God who watches over His children today.

[bookmark: _wbsv8c5p99ne]Memory Verse
"By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict."
Hebrews 11:23

[bookmark: _x8vzvi4yxrm]Weekly Challenge
This week, look for one situation where fear is tempting you to give up hope.
Instead of focusing on what you can see, pause and thank God for one way He has been faithful in your life. Let gratitude remind you that even when you cannot see His hand, you can trust His heart.

[bookmark: _1m6t8uu1rt8a]SHOW • KNOW • GROW • GO
[bookmark: _fks5jboh965y]SHOW
God is always at work—even when He seems silent. Nothing can stop His plans or separate His people from His care.
[bookmark: _z5p49ij3adoh]KNOW
God's faithfulness is greater than the darkest circumstances I face.
[bookmark: _rutyp74k02vr]GROW
God is teaching me to trust His unseen work instead of relying only on what I can see.
[bookmark: _3i6li9m9r28w]GO
Choose faith over fear this week by trusting God with one situation that feels uncertain.

[bookmark: _947ghc87exaq]Five-Day Journey
[bookmark: _lyhnc7docng]Day One
[bookmark: _m90karwfb9pv]God Never Forgets His Promises
Read: Exodus 1:1–7
Jacob's family entered Egypt as a small group of seventy people. By the time Exodus begins, generations have passed, yet God's promise to Abraham is becoming reality. The Israelites have multiplied greatly, just as God said they would.
To human eyes, this growth may have seemed ordinary. Babies were born. Families expanded. Years passed.
But heaven saw something different.
Every child born was another reminder that God keeps His promises.
Sometimes we expect God's faithfulness to arrive in dramatic moments, yet much of His work happens quietly over time. Growth often comes slowly. Prayers are answered one step at a time. Character is shaped through ordinary days.
If you're waiting on God today, remember this: silence is not the same as absence. God's promises are still unfolding, even when you cannot yet see the finished picture.
[bookmark: _db61mupxc7sw]Looking to Jesus
Matthew begins with a genealogy—a long list of names that reminds us God faithfully kept His promises through generations until Jesus, the promised Savior, was born (Matthew 1:1–17). The same God who kept His promises then continues to keep them today.
[bookmark: _eizxqzw0u53o]Reflect
SHOW: What does this passage reveal about God's faithfulness?
KNOW: Which promise of God do I need to remember today?
GROW: Where have I become impatient with God's timing?
GO: How can I choose to trust God's promises instead of my circumstances this week?
[bookmark: _fjd6wuofovbw]Prayer
Father, thank You for always keeping Your promises. Help me trust that even when I cannot see what You are doing, You are faithfully working for Your glory and my good. Strengthen my faith as I wait on You. In Jesus' name, Amen.
[bookmark: _8bm2hg4xxqgt]Live It Out
Write down one promise from Scripture that speaks to your current circumstances. Read it aloud three times today and thank God that His promises never fail.
[bookmark: _31942wqmx95]Day Two
[bookmark: _uxycwblp6105]When Fear Tries to Write the Story
Read: Exodus 1:8–22
A new Pharaoh came to power who didn't remember Joseph or the good he had done for Egypt. Instead of seeing the Israelites as a blessing, he saw them as a threat. Fear distorted his thinking and led him to make increasingly cruel decisions.
Fear has a way of doing that.
When fear takes control, it convinces us that we must protect ourselves at all costs. It whispers that people are enemies instead of neighbors. It tempts us to trust our own strength rather than God's sovereignty.
Pharaoh believed he could stop God's plan by enslaving God's people. When that didn't work, he ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill every baby boy. When they refused, he commanded that every Hebrew son be thrown into the Nile.
Yet despite Pharaoh's power, he could not stop what God had already set in motion.
The Israelites continued to multiply.
God's purposes continued to unfold.
History reminds us that earthly rulers rise and fall, but God's kingdom stands forever.
Perhaps fear has been trying to write your story lately. Fear of the future. Fear of failure. Fear of losing someone you love. Fear may be loud, but it never has the final word. God does.
[bookmark: _297q62e1ybvv]Looking to Jesus
King Herod responded to the birth of Jesus much like Pharaoh responded to the birth of Moses. Fearing the loss of his throne, Herod ordered the killing of the young boys in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16–18). Yet just as God protected Moses, He also protected Jesus, ensuring that His plan of salvation would be fulfilled. No earthly power can overthrow God's purposes.
[bookmark: _vua0moa2ztwf]Reflect
SHOW: What does this passage reveal about God's sovereignty?
KNOW: What fear has been competing with my trust in God?
GROW: How is God inviting me to replace fear with faith?
GO: What anxious thought do I need to surrender to God today?
[bookmark: _a706dy1xc38z]Prayer
Lord, fear often tries to convince me that my circumstances are greater than Your power. Help me remember that You are always in control, even when life feels uncertain. Teach me to trust Your promises instead of my fears. In Jesus' name, Amen.
[bookmark: _w8twjnp7abxu]Live It Out
When you notice fear rising today, pause and pray:
"God, You are greater than what I'm facing. I choose to trust You."
[bookmark: _ughzutuug29m]Day Three
[bookmark: _fv0opahl66hq]Hidden in God's Hands
Read: Exodus 2:1–4
Imagine the emotions Moses' parents must have felt. Every cry from their newborn son carried the risk of discovery. Every knock at the door could bring unimaginable loss. Yet instead of surrendering to fear, they acted in faith.
For three months they hid their son, trusting that somehow God would make a way.
Eventually, they reached the point where they could hide him no longer. At first, it may seem as though they were giving up when they placed Moses in a basket among the reeds of the Nile. In reality, they were placing him into God's hands.
Sometimes faith doesn't mean holding on tighter.
Sometimes faith means letting go and trusting God to do what we cannot.
There are moments in every believer's life when we realize our own efforts are no longer enough. We cannot fix the situation, control the outcome, or protect the people we love. Those are the moments when faith invites us to release what is precious into God's care.
Jochebed couldn't control the river.
She couldn't control Pharaoh.
But she could trust the God who rules over both.
The same invitation is before us today.
[bookmark: _9dydwpv70mh1]Looking to Jesus
Mary also had to entrust her Son to the Father's plan. From His birth to the cross, she watched Jesus fulfill God's purpose in ways she could not always understand. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus proved that God's plans are always greater than our fears and that what we surrender to Him is always safest in His hands.
[bookmark: _uf4fauyxd8on]Reflect
SHOW: What does this passage reveal about God's care for His people?
KNOW: What truth about God's character helps me trust Him with what I cannot control?
GROW: What am I trying to hold too tightly instead of placing in God's hands?
GO: What is one burden I need to surrender to God today?
[bookmark: _txtxg6yorsn8]Prayer
Father, thank You that Your hands are stronger than mine. Forgive me for trying to control what only You can carry. Help me trust You with the people, situations, and dreams that are most precious to me. Strengthen my faith to release them into Your loving care. In Jesus' name, Amen.
[bookmark: _973ka5azs4m4]Live It Out
Write down one worry or burden you've been carrying. As an act of faith, pray over it and say aloud:
"Lord, this belongs to You. I trust You to hold what I cannot."

[bookmark: _qzfd9ned6fta]Day Four
[bookmark: _h623juv7is8g]Courage Often Looks Ordinary
Read: Exodus 2:5–10
When Pharaoh's daughter came to the Nile that day, she probably expected an ordinary morning. Instead, she found a basket among the reeds—and inside it, a crying baby.
In that moment, compassion overcame culture.
She knew this was a Hebrew child. She knew her father's decree. She understood the risk of showing mercy. Yet instead of obeying Pharaoh's command, she chose compassion.
At the same time, Moses' sister, Miriam, stepped forward with remarkable courage. She offered to find a Hebrew woman to nurse the child, unknowingly bringing Moses' own mother back into his life.
What looks like coincidence is actually God's providence.
God orchestrated every detail:
· The right basket.
· The right place.
· The right time.
· The right person.
· The right conversation.
None of these people knew the whole story. They simply responded faithfully to the opportunity God placed in front of them.
The same is true for us.
We often want God to reveal the entire plan before we obey. Instead, He usually asks us to take the next faithful step. We may never know how one act of kindness, one encouraging word, one invitation, or one moment of obedience fits into His larger story.
But God does.
He delights in using ordinary acts of faithfulness to accomplish extraordinary purposes.
[bookmark: _62o9oevq3s3k]Looking to Jesus
Jesus consistently showed compassion to those society overlooked—the sick, the outcast, the sinner, and the broken. He calls His followers to do the same. Every act of mercy reflects the heart of our Savior and becomes an opportunity for God's love to be seen in the world (Matthew 25:40).
[bookmark: _mihnremjrfi]Reflect
SHOW: What does this passage reveal about God's providence?
KNOW: How does God's sovereignty give me confidence to take the next step?
GROW: Where is God inviting me to show compassion instead of remaining comfortable?
GO: Who can I encourage or help this week as an act of obedience to God?
[bookmark: _swmvumcw3nw7]Prayer
Father, thank You for working through ordinary people who simply chose to obey You. Help me trust that You are directing my steps, even when I cannot see the whole picture. Give me eyes to notice opportunities to show Your love and courage to act when You call. In Jesus' name, Amen.
[bookmark: _yq1xzvw3h2d8]Live It Out
Ask God to place one person in your path today who needs encouragement. When the opportunity comes, don't hesitate—offer a kind word, pray with them, or meet a practical need. Trust God to use your simple act of obedience for His greater purpose.
[bookmark: _9y8prefaoeab]Day Five
[bookmark: _1gbjm4niygni]Held for a Greater Purpose
Read: Exodus 2:1–10
By the end of this week's passage, Moses is safe in Pharaoh's palace.
What an incredible twist.
The king who ordered the death of every Hebrew baby unknowingly paid to raise the very man God would use to defeat his plans. Moses' own mother was hired to care for him, and the child Pharaoh wanted destroyed would one day stand before Pharaoh and declare, "Let my people go."
Only God could write a story like that.
Looking back, we can clearly see God's hand at work. But the people living the story couldn't. Jochebed didn't know what would happen when she placed the basket in the Nile. Miriam didn't know why she kept watch from a distance. Even Pharaoh's daughter couldn't have imagined that her act of compassion would become part of God's plan of redemption.
They simply trusted God with the next step.
Isn't that where we often find ourselves?
We want God to show us the entire journey before we're willing to move forward. Yet God usually gives us enough light for the next step—not the whole path.
Faith grows one step at a time.
As we finish this week's study, remember that the same God who held Moses' life in His hands is holding yours. Nothing you face has taken Him by surprise. Nothing is beyond His control. Even when you cannot trace His hand, you can trust His heart.
[bookmark: _cwii4558zux2]Looking to Jesus
Moses was preserved so he could lead Israel out of slavery. Jesus came to accomplish an even greater rescue. Through His death and resurrection, He delivers us from the power of sin and brings us into the freedom of life with God. Because Christ lives, we can trust that God's plans for us are always rooted in His love and accomplished through His faithfulness.
[bookmark: _htq56zudcdk]Reflect
SHOW: What does this week's story teach me about God's faithfulness?
KNOW: What truth from this passage do I want to carry with me this week?
GROW: How has God strengthened my trust through this study?
GO: What is one next step of faith God is asking me to take?
[bookmark: _m91p7c89ia8p]Prayer
Father, thank You for reminding me that You are always at work, even when I cannot see what You are doing. Help me trust Your timing, rest in Your promises, and walk faithfully wherever You lead. Thank You for sending Jesus, the greater Deliverer, who rescues me from sin and gives me hope that can never be taken away. Use my life as part of Your story for Your glory. In Jesus' name, Amen.
[bookmark: _5c7ppce7qyy]Live It Out
Take a few minutes today to write down three ways you have seen God's faithfulness in your life. Keep that list somewhere you'll see it often. The next time you wonder where God is, let those reminders encourage you to trust that the God who has been faithful before will be faithful again.
[bookmark: _cme8rruqf53w]Worship This Week
These songs reinforce God's faithfulness, His sovereign care, and the assurance that He is always working—even when we cannot see Him.
· God Is For Us – CityAlight (Our confidence is in God's unfailing presence and love.)
· His Mercy Is More – Matt Boswell & Matt Papa (God's mercy is greater than our failures and fears.)
· The Lord Is My Salvation – Keith & Kristyn Getty (Celebrating God's faithfulness as our Deliverer.)
· God Really Loves Us – Crowder (A reminder that God's love never leaves us, even in difficult seasons.)
· Great Is Thy Faithfulness – Selah (A timeless declaration that God never changes.)
· He Will Hold Me Fast – Keith & Kristyn Getty (Perfectly captures the theme that God holds His people securely.)

[bookmark: _g7i71hjriryk]Read Ahead
[bookmark: _19jxcl8hn23f]Next Week
[bookmark: _7g31dvjen0b0]Exodus 2:11–4:17 — When God Calls the Reluctant
Moses has grown into adulthood, but after trying to rescue God's people in his own strength, he flees into the wilderness. Forty years later, God meets him at a burning bush and calls him back to Egypt. Moses responds with questions, excuses, and fear—but God continually answers with one promise:
"I will be with you."
As you prepare for next Sunday's message, consider these questions:
· Where might God be preparing me during a season that feels ordinary or even disappointing?
· What excuses have I been making that keep me from obeying God's leading?
· How would my life change if I truly believed God's presence is enough?

[bookmark: _k1os56tgcchn]Your Pivot Point
This week, finish these two statements:
Because God is always working—even when I cannot see Him...
I will stop ________________________________________
and I will begin ___________________________________

[bookmark: _yvgykfnlcvc8]Prayer of Commitment
Father, thank You for reminding me that You are always faithful to Your promises. Even when life feels uncertain or Your plans seem hidden, I can trust that You are working for Your glory and my good. Forgive me for the times I've allowed fear to overshadow my faith. Help me rest in the truth that Your hands are holding me, just as they held Moses from the very beginning.
Open my eyes to recognize Your presence in the ordinary moments of life. Give me courage to obey You one step at a time, trusting that You are writing a story far greater than I can see. Thank You for sending Jesus, my greater Deliverer, who rescues me from sin and assures me that nothing can separate me from Your love.
In His precious name I pray,
Amen.

[bookmark: _ie6co1r918av]Commissioning
Go into this week with confidence, knowing that the God who watched over a baby hidden among the reeds is watching over you.
Walk by faith, not by sight.
Trust God's timing, even when you don't understand it.
Choose courage over fear.
And remember:
When it looks like evil is writing the story, God is already writing the rescue.
Because the God who held Moses still holds you today.


