[bookmark: _951mzic7fz88]CONTINUE THE STORY COMPANION
[bookmark: _f2zaeq2blhoc]Week 7 – Not a Hoof Left Behind
[bookmark: _lpieiq5enkw]Part 8: Digging Deeper Bible Study
Passage: Exodus 9:13–10:29

[bookmark: _sxttt0hhrv7]WELCOME
If you've completed this week's message, devotional journey, and small group discussion, you're ready to dig a little deeper.
This study explores the final three plagues before the Passover and the repeated compromises Pharaoh offered to Moses. It also examines how these events point us toward Jesus Christ and challenge us to move from partial obedience to wholehearted surrender.
The goal isn't simply to understand more about ancient Egypt.
The goal is to understand more about God—and to allow Him to transform our hearts.
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal where you may still be negotiating instead of surrendering.

[bookmark: _hzxtl1ckhdvg]BIG IDEA
God patiently exposes the emptiness of compromise and calls His people into complete freedom through wholehearted surrender.

[bookmark: _o786mv5yl4yr]SHOW • KNOW • GROW • GO
[bookmark: _zc65n9ivgao7]SHOW
God reveals Himself as the sovereign King over heaven, earth, light, darkness, rulers, and every human heart.
[bookmark: _z240tv6o2f9z]KNOW
God's authority is never partial, and our obedience should not be either.
[bookmark: _nyaj60cm9hfy]GROW
Allow God to expose areas where fear, comfort, or control have become barriers to complete surrender.
[bookmark: _zhrslhv6f6ha]GO
Respond to God's voice by releasing one area of your life you've continued trying to control.

[bookmark: _5rou9opn9id6]HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
By the time the seventh plague begins, Egypt has already suffered devastating losses.
Its river has failed.
Its livestock have been struck.
Its economy is weakening.
Its religious system has been publicly exposed.
Yet Pharaoh continues to resist.
The final three plagues strike at the heart of Egypt's remaining confidence.
[bookmark: _xhg9sfv16u45]The Plague of Hail
The storm destroyed crops, trees, servants, and livestock left in the fields.
This plague confronted Egyptian gods associated with the sky, weather, storms, and agriculture.
The Lord demonstrated that even the heavens answered only to Him.
Remarkably, God warned Egypt beforehand.
Those who believed His warning moved their servants and animals indoors and were spared.
Faith led to action.

[bookmark: _b31irlpchbxx]The Plague of Locusts
Whatever survived the hail was consumed by locusts.
Ancient records describe locust swarms darkening the sky and stripping entire regions bare within hours.
God used something familiar—but in extraordinary measure—to demonstrate His complete authority over creation.
The gods believed to protect crops and fertility proved powerless.

[bookmark: _9qbcx1eac52f]The Plague of Darkness
Perhaps no plague struck Egypt more personally.
For three days darkness covered the land.
This directly challenged Ra, the Egyptian sun god, one of the highest deities in Egypt.
The nation that worshiped the sun suddenly found itself unable to produce even a single ray of light.
Meanwhile, Scripture tells us:
"All the Israelites had light in the places where they lived." (Exodus 10:23)
God distinguished His people while exposing Egypt's greatest false god.

[bookmark: _wrpsybuxbleq]GOD'S MERCY IN THE MIDST OF JUDGMENT
One remarkable feature of these chapters is that God continues to give Pharaoh opportunities to repent.
Before the hail came, God warned the people.
Some believed.
Some did not.
Even after repeated rebellion, God continued extending opportunities to respond.
This reminds us that God's warnings are acts of mercy.
His desire is not destruction but repentance.
Peter later writes:
"The Lord is... patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
(2 Peter 3:9)
God's patience should never be mistaken for weakness.
It is evidence of His love.

[bookmark: _b2862o958clk]PHARAOH'S FALSE REPENTANCE
Several times Pharaoh admitted,
"I have sinned."
At first glance, this sounds encouraging.
Yet his actions reveal something different.
Notice the pattern.
The plague comes.
Pharaoh asks for prayer.
The plague ends.
Pharaoh hardens his heart.
Again and again.
He wanted relief without repentance.
Comfort without change.
Forgiveness without surrender.
This remains one of the greatest spiritual dangers today.
It is possible to feel bad about consequences without allowing God to transform the heart.
Paul describes true repentance this way:
"Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret."
(2 Corinthians 7:10)
True repentance changes direction—not just emotions.

[bookmark: _m1z1u9o3pybf]PHARAOH'S FOUR COMPROMISES
Throughout Exodus, Pharaoh repeatedly attempted to bargain with God.
Each compromise reflects a temptation believers still face today.
[bookmark: _j714yx3cqd9d]1. Stay in Egypt (Exodus 8:25)
"You may worship—but stay here."
Modern application:
Follow Jesus, but don't let your faith change your lifestyle.

[bookmark: _bxrtrwirr9bk]2. Don't Go Very Far (Exodus 8:28)
Serve God—but stay close enough to return whenever it's convenient.
Modern application:
Remain committed only as long as faith doesn't become uncomfortable.

[bookmark: _5gzof7vx1zj9]3. Leave the Children (Exodus 10:11)
The adults may worship.
The next generation stays behind.
Modern application:
Keep faith personal, but don't intentionally disciple your children or grandchildren.

[bookmark: _1s9idhlq5wxk]4. Leave the Livestock (Exodus 10:24)
Take your families—but leave your possessions.
Modern application:
Trust God spiritually—but keep control of your finances, career, dreams, and future.
Moses rejected every compromise.
His response remains one of the strongest statements of surrender in Scripture:
"Not a hoof is to be left behind."
Everything belonged to God.

[bookmark: _qobi79hrwdfn]CHRIST IN EXODUS
This week's passage continually points us toward Jesus.
[bookmark: _b5xqe5xqp7u5]Jesus Warns Before Judgment
Just as God warned Egypt before each plague, Jesus repeatedly calls people to repentance before judgment comes.
Read:
Luke 13:3

[bookmark: _5rbps7pd6r3u]Jesus Is the Light of the World
Darkness covered Egypt.
But Jesus declared:
"I am the light of the world."
(John 8:12)
Those who follow Him no longer walk in spiritual darkness.

[bookmark: _ybw4la6fuinz]Jesus Calls for Complete Discipleship
Jesus never invited partial commitment.
He said:
"Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow Me."
(Luke 9:23)
Like Moses, Jesus rejects compromise.

[bookmark: _isl9o0xofl2w]Jesus Purchased Our Freedom
Israel belonged to God because He redeemed them.
Believers belong to Christ because He purchased us with His own blood.
Paul reminds us:
"You are not your own; you were bought at a price."
(1 Corinthians 6:19–20)
Everything belongs to Him.

[bookmark: _55yxatcxcom4]REFLECTION
Spend time writing your answers.
Which of Pharaoh's compromises seems most common among Christians today?

Which compromise has been most tempting in your own life?

What area have you continued trying to keep under your own control?

How does Jesus' complete surrender encourage you to surrender your own life more fully?

[bookmark: _4g8b61qqtyv7]PERSONAL PRAYER EXERCISE
Read Romans 12:1–2 slowly.
Take a blank sheet of paper.
Across the top write:
"Everything Belongs to Christ."
Below it, list every major area of your life:
· Family
· Marriage
· Friendships
· Career
· School
· Health
· Time
· Finances
· Dreams
· Talents
· Possessions
· Future
· Fears
As you pray through each one, ask:
"Lord, have I truly surrendered this to You?"
If the Holy Spirit reveals an area you've continued trying to control, write today's date beside it as a reminder of your commitment to trust Him.

[bookmark: _a2cxwmsxemqr]YOUR PIVOT POINT
What part of your life are you still trying to leave in Egypt?
Take several quiet minutes before answering.

Then write one specific step of surrender you will take this week.

[bookmark: _t497amgy2ls5]LOOKING AHEAD
Next week we arrive at the defining moment of Israel's redemption.
A spotless lamb is chosen.
Its blood is placed on the doorposts.
Death passes over every home covered by the blood.
The first Passover becomes one of Scripture's clearest pictures of Jesus Christ—the perfect Lamb of God who gave His life for the salvation of the world.
Our next message is:
[bookmark: _h7vqgeev0yhn]The Night That Changed Everything
[bookmark: _ud9lpdjj8vbt]Exodus 11–12
Before next week, read Exodus 11–12 and begin reflecting on this question:
What does it mean to live every day under the covering of the Lamb?

