[bookmark: _zcod8vtf0u7v]CONTINUE THE STORY COMPANION
[bookmark: _sansbegfwj3n]Week 6 – When False Gods Fall
[bookmark: _6mqco5hvu79b]Part 8: Digging Deeper Bible Study
Passage: Exodus 6:28–9:12

[bookmark: _cqwx5vacwyap]WELCOME
If you've completed this week's message, devotional journey, and small group discussion, you're ready to dig a little deeper.
This study is designed for those who want to move beyond simply reading the passage and spend time exploring the historical setting, biblical connections, and practical implications of Exodus 6:28–9:12.
The goal isn't to gain more information.
The goal is greater transformation.
Ask God to reveal not only what happened in Egypt—but what He wants to do in your own heart.

[bookmark: _wtbc2p2o052g]BIG IDEA
The first six plagues reveal that the Lord alone rules over creation, exposes every false source of security, and calls His people to wholehearted trust and obedience.

[bookmark: _ovm7i92gki7z]SHOW • KNOW • GROW • GO
[bookmark: _agbearuloj14]SHOW
God reveals Himself as Creator, Sustainer, Judge, Redeemer, and the only true God.
[bookmark: _jcr5qlxrrko2]KNOW
Every idol eventually fails, but God's character never changes.
[bookmark: _qmuzwuxn312f]GROW
Allow God to expose anything competing for first place in your heart.
[bookmark: _asub7g3q0iu4]GO
Respond immediately to God's voice instead of delaying obedience.

[bookmark: _w2opeiueic4n]HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Egypt was one of the most advanced civilizations of the ancient world.
Its wealth depended almost entirely upon the annual flooding of the Nile River.
Religion influenced every part of Egyptian life.
There were gods connected to:
· The Nile
· Agriculture
· Fertility
· Livestock
· Healing
· The earth
· The sky
· Government
· The sun
Pharaoh himself was considered more than a political ruler. He was viewed as the representative of divine authority.
When Pharaoh asked,
"Who is the LORD, that I should obey Him?"
he was not seeking information.
He was challenging God's authority.
The plagues became God's answer.

[bookmark: _bbt0g6od5p89]THE FIRST SIX PLAGUES
	Plague
	Passage
	What Egypt Trusted
	What God Revealed

	Water turned to blood
	Exodus 7:14–25
	The Nile, source of life
	God alone gives life

	Frogs
	Exodus 8:1–15
	Fertility and abundance
	Creation obeys God alone

	Gnats
	Exodus 8:16–19
	The earth itself
	Even the dust answers to God

	Flies
	Exodus 8:20–32
	Order and protection
	God distinguishes His people

	Livestock die
	Exodus 9:1–7
	Wealth and economic security
	All provision belongs to God

	Boils
	Exodus 9:8–12
	Medicine and healing
	God alone is the ultimate Healer


Notice the progression.
The plagues become increasingly personal.
First the environment.
Then the homes.
Then the economy.
Finally, people's own bodies.
God patiently dismantles every false foundation Pharaoh trusted.

[bookmark: _cf4medv0wlm4]GOD'S PATIENCE
One of the most overlooked themes in these chapters is God's patience.
Pharaoh is warned repeatedly.
Again and again, God gives him another opportunity to respond.
This reminds us that God's warnings are acts of mercy.
Second Peter 3:9 tells us that God is patient, "not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
Patience should never be mistaken for approval.
Instead, it is an invitation to turn back to God.

[bookmark: _zaw5t9yjfbj4]THE DANGER OF DELAY
One of the most memorable moments in these chapters comes when Pharaoh answers Moses:
"Tomorrow."
Rather than asking God to remove the frogs immediately, Pharaoh chooses one more night with them.
This becomes a picture of delayed obedience.
Many people intend to obey God someday.
Someday they'll forgive.
Someday they'll begin reading Scripture.
Someday they'll pray more consistently.
Someday they'll surrender.
Hebrews 3:15 reminds us:
"Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts."
Faith responds today.

[bookmark: _yx7xupry6lri]THE FINGER OF GOD
When the magicians fail to reproduce the third plague, they confess:
"This is the finger of God."
Their statement is remarkable.
Even those opposing God recognized His work.
Yet Pharaoh refused to surrender.
Miracles alone cannot soften a proud heart.
Only the Holy Spirit can transform a willing one.
Jesus later spoke of driving out demons "by the finger of God" (Luke 11:20), revealing that the same divine authority displayed in Exodus is fully present in Christ.

[bookmark: _j4tlmb7oc9hu]GOSHEN: A PICTURE OF GRACE
Beginning with the plague of flies, God makes a distinction between Egypt and Goshen.
His people are protected.
This does not mean believers never experience hardship.
Israel had already endured generations of slavery.
Instead, it demonstrates that God knows those who belong to Him.
Jesus echoes this truth in John 10:
"I know My sheep."
God never loses sight of His people.

[bookmark: _1cqzwftuebn0]MODERN IDOLS
Ancient Egypt trusted visible gods.
Our idols often appear more respectable.
Examples include:
· Financial security
· Career success
· Achievement
· Popularity
· Relationships
· Political power
· Personal independence
· Comfort
· Control
· Technology
· Appearance
None of these things are necessarily sinful.
They become idols whenever they receive the trust that belongs to God alone.
Martin Luther observed:
"Whatever your heart clings to and relies upon, that is really your god."
Use that statement as a prayerful mirror this week.

[bookmark: _krx0n2jtihl1]CHRIST IN EXODUS
The Exodus story continually points forward to Jesus.
In this week's passage we see several beautiful connections.
[bookmark: _s969agkatose]Jesus is the Living Water
The Nile failed.
Jesus never does.
Read: John 4:13–14

[bookmark: _l31vm5al0l49]Jesus is the True Healer
Egypt's healers could not heal themselves.
Jesus healed the sick, restored the broken, and ultimately defeated death.
Read: Matthew 8:16–17

[bookmark: _u0h0zkkueke]Jesus Knows His People
God distinguished Goshen.
Jesus knows every one of His sheep by name.
Read: John 10:27–30

[bookmark: _bb6m98ogvjtr]Jesus Calls for Complete Trust
Pharaoh demanded compromise.
Jesus calls disciples to wholehearted surrender.
Read: Luke 9:23

[bookmark: _q22tvmlte3t7]REFLECTION
Take time to write your answers.
What surprised you most about the historical purpose of the plagues?

What false source of security has God been exposing in your life?

Where have you been saying "tomorrow" to God?

How does Jesus fulfill what Egypt's gods falsely promised?

[bookmark: _gzbtxl2g3z5n]PERSONAL PRAYER EXERCISE
Slowly pray through Psalm 46.
Each time you read the words,
"God is our refuge and strength,"
pause and thank Him for replacing every false source of security in your life.
Then ask:
"Lord, help me trust You more than anything else."

[bookmark: _q0dew91ixibd]YOUR PIVOT POINT
What false god has been competing for your trust, and what act of obedience have you continued postponing?
Spend several quiet minutes with the Lord before writing your answer.

[bookmark: _8ycio8uocko2]LOOKING AHEAD
Next week the confrontation intensifies.
The sky unleashes hail.
Locusts consume what remains.
Darkness covers Egypt.
And Pharaoh continues bargaining with God.
But Moses refuses every compromise with one unforgettable declaration:
"Not a hoof is to be left behind."
Before next week's message, read Exodus 9:13–10:29 and begin asking yourself:
What part of my life am I still trying to keep under my own control instead of fully surrendering to Christ?
Continue the story this week by placing your confidence in the One who alone is worthy of your trust.

