[bookmark: _xvvodg3rrps1]CONTINUE THE STORY COMPANION
[bookmark: _9n5fberus0fx]Week 6 – When False Gods Fall
[bookmark: _nsfix1o6835]Part 3: Leader's Small Group Guide
Passage: Exodus 6:28–9:12

[bookmark: _acwhpmngwuye]LEADER WELCOME
Thank you for leading a Continue the Story Group this week.
Remember, your goal is not to teach another sermon.
Your role is to create a place where people can honestly encounter God, encourage one another, and take practical steps of obedience.
This week's discussion moves beyond the historical events of the plagues and asks a deeply personal question:
What has become my source of security besides God?
Encourage openness without pressure.
Allow people to wrestle with the passage.
Listen more than you speak.
Pray often.
Always point people back to Jesus.

[bookmark: _dthby9h98bup]LEADER PREPARATION
Before your group meets:
• Read Exodus 6:28–9:12 several times.
• Pray through this week's Show • Know • Grow • Go.
• Ask God to reveal any "modern idols" in your own heart first.
• Be prepared to share one personal example of learning to trust God when something you depended upon was shaken.
People learn best when leaders are willing to be authentic.

[bookmark: _w8txnqbd5mvq]OPENING PRAYER
Father,
Thank You for gathering us together.
Open our eyes to see You more clearly than we see our circumstances.
Reveal anything that has quietly taken first place in our hearts.
Help us encourage one another toward trust, obedience, and deeper surrender.
May everything we discuss tonight lead us closer to Jesus.
Amen.

[bookmark: _6utgajtl4mdp]ICEBREAKER
If someone asked you,
"What modern invention would be hardest for you to live without?"
What would you answer?
Examples:
• Cell phone
• Electricity
• Running water
• Internet
• Vehicle
• Coffee
• Air conditioning
After everyone answers, transition by saying:
"Sometimes we don't realize how dependent we are on something until it's suddenly unavailable.
Egypt experienced something similar—but on a spiritual level."

[bookmark: _bx2rkd52umi7]THIS WEEK IN THE STORY
Ask someone to summarize the passage in two or three minutes.
Afterward ask:
"What stood out to you most this week?"
Allow several people to answer before moving into discussion.

[bookmark: _qvnbpi5qfntu]READ THE PASSAGE
Read aloud:
Exodus 7:14–25
Exodus 8:1–32
Exodus 9:1–12
If your group is large, divide the reading among several people.

[bookmark: _xbqaqs5fhuzn]BACKGROUND
Explain briefly:
The first six plagues were not random punishments.
Each plague directly challenged something Egypt worshiped.
For example:
• Nile → Hapi
• Frogs → Heqet
• Dust → Geb
• Livestock → Hathor and Apis
• Healing → Sekhmet and Egypt's healers
God was answering Pharaoh's question:
"Who is the LORD?"
Every plague declared:
"There is no one like Him."

[bookmark: _gaabvv5hl5n4]SHOW
[bookmark: _hzawnkn1h8fu]What does this passage SHOW us about God?
Possible observations:
God rules creation.
God controls nature.
God sees His people.
God distinguishes between His people and Egypt.
God is patient.
God gives repeated opportunities for repentance.
God exposes false sources of security.
God is more powerful than every human ruler.
Leader Note:
Keep bringing the discussion back to God's character rather than Pharaoh's failures.

[bookmark: _y8pehkem7a9q]KNOW
[bookmark: _gw4avz2f3i6o]What truth do we need to KNOW?
Possible answers:
God alone deserves worship.
Nothing else can ultimately satisfy us.
False gods always disappoint.
Seeing miracles does not guarantee surrender.
Delayed obedience is still disobedience.
Relief is not the same as repentance.
Only Jesus provides lasting life.
Ask:
Which truth challenged you the most this week?

[bookmark: _vprdekgvxr1w]GROW
Ask:
Where is God trying to grow you through this passage?
Possible discussion:
Learning to trust God more.
Releasing control.
Facing fear honestly.
Recognizing hidden idols.
Responding sooner instead of saying "tomorrow."
Depending on God instead of circumstances.
Leader Follow-up:
What would growth actually look like this week?
Help the group become specific.

[bookmark: _bzl433dfov24]GO
Ask:
What is one action God may be asking you to take this week?
Examples:
Have a difficult conversation.
Forgive someone.
Begin praying consistently.
Read Scripture daily.
Trust God with finances.
Release anxiety.
Serve someone.
Invite someone to church.
Encourage accountability without creating guilt.

[bookmark: _rwb33ybpp3hv]DIGGING DEEPER
Discuss:
Why do you think God challenged Egypt's gods one at a time?
How do the plagues reveal God's mercy as well as His judgment?
Why do you think Pharaoh kept asking for prayer while refusing to surrender?
What is the difference between wanting relief and wanting repentance?
Why do you think the magicians finally admitted,
"This is the finger of God"?
What does that statement teach us?

[bookmark: _zgm6dz2ln00q]NEW TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS
Read together:
John 4:13–14
Jesus is the Living Water.
How does this connect to the Nile turning to blood?

John 10:27–30
God protected Goshen.
Jesus says He knows His sheep.
How does that encourage you?

Hebrews 3:15
"Today, if you hear His voice..."
Why is delayed obedience dangerous?

Matthew 6:24
"No one can serve two masters."
How do modern idols compete for our hearts?

[bookmark: _tcvzqd3j491a]LIFE APPLICATION
Read this statement aloud:
We often do not recognize what we truly worship until it begins to shake.
Discuss:
Do you agree?
Why?
What experiences in your life have revealed where your trust really was?

[bookmark: _2b3aa6z49e92]YOUR PIVOT POINT
Ask everyone to quietly write their answer.
What false god has been competing for your trust, and what act of obedience have you continued postponing?
Give several minutes of silence.
Invite—but never require—people to share.

[bookmark: _anre6os36dni]GROUP PRAYER
Pray in pairs or as one group.
Encourage everyone to pray specifically about one area of trust they identified tonight.
Suggested prayer:
"Lord, teach me to trust You more than __________."

[bookmark: _rp701pe6s1ix]LEADER CHALLENGE
Before everyone leaves, ask:
"What is one practical step you will take before next Sunday?"
Encourage specific answers.
Examples:
"I will apologize."
"I will begin reading my Bible."
"I will forgive."
"I will pray before making decisions."
"I will stop postponing obedience."

[bookmark: _982x0wa8rfxm]DURING THE WEEK
Encourage everyone to:
✓ Complete all five daily devotions.
✓ Memorize Exodus 7:5.
✓ Listen to the weekly worship playlist.
✓ Pray daily using the Show • Know • Grow • Go framework.
✓ Share next week's message with someone who needs hope.

[bookmark: _bt51b5v7odjc]LOOKING AHEAD
Next week we continue into Exodus 9:13–10:29.
We'll discover why God rejected every compromise Pharaoh offered and why complete freedom requires complete surrender.
Our next message is:
[bookmark: _agl3q4stgldk]Not a Hoof Left Behind
Come prepared to discuss one question:
What part of my life am I still trying to leave in Egypt?

