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1. Why Relationships Are Messy 
 

• We are all ________________________________ people 
 

Jeremiah 17:9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked.  Who really knows 
how bad it is?” (NLT = New Living Translation) 
 

• We have unrealistic ______________________________________ 
 

 Colossians 3:13 “Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the 
Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.” (NLT) 
 

• We perceive our brokenness as ________________________________________ others 
 

Matthew 7:1-3 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged.  For you will be treated as you treat others. 
The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged. “And why worry about a speck in 
your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own?” (NLT) 
 
Romans 3:10 “There is no one righteous, not even one…” (NLT) 
 

• We are threatened by _____________________________________ opinions  
 

Proverbs 13:10 “Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise.” (NLT) 
 
Proverbs 15:22 “Plans go wrong for lack of advice; many advisers bring success.” (NLT) 
 
Proverbs 19:20 “Get all the advice and instruction you can, so you will be wise the rest of your life.” (NLT) 
 

• We ___________________________________________ the amount of work good relationships take 
 

Philippians 2:2 “…Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and 
fear.” (NLT)   
 

2. How We Follow Jesus Through The Relational Mess 
 
• Be profoundly ____________________________________ of your own brokenness 

 
I John 1:8 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (NLT)   
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• Daily ask God to enlarge your ___________________________________ to love people 

 
I John 4:12 “No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to 
full expression in us.” (NLT)   
 

• Develop relational ______________________________________ 
 

I Corinthians 13:5 “Love… keeps no record of wrongs.” (NLT) 
 

• ___________________________________ your life to what love really is 
 

I Corinthians 13:4-8 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does 
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. Love never fails.” (NLT) 
 

• Depend on Jesus not _______________________________________ 
 

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.” (NLT)   
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. In what ways have you experienced messiness in relationships?  (Please share without using names or 
gossiping).  
 

2. Five reasons for why relationships can be messy were given.  Discuss each one with the scriptures 
provided.  Share your own experiences with these reasons. 

 
3. Five ways for following Jesus through the relational mess were given.  Discuss how each way relates to 

you and how you can apply it to your current relationships. 
 

4. Is there a messy relational situation where Jesus is wanting you to trust Him?  Can you describe what He 
is asking you to do? 


