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The Epistles 
(Romans - Revelation) 
Lesson #18 
 

I. The Epistles 
 

A. General purpose 
 

• The Epistles were letters to churches or individuals 
 

• The Epistles were to encourage and instruct 
 
     B.  The Nature of the Epistles 
 

1. They deal with specific questions or problems in the church 
 

I Cor. 1:10 “I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church.” (NLT) 

 
I Cor. 7:1 “Now regarding the questions you asked in your letter…” (NLT) 
 
1 Cor. 8:1 “Now regarding your question about food that has been offered to idols…” (NLT) 
 
1 Cor. 12:1 “Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special 
abilities the Spirit gives us. I don’t want you to misunderstand this.” (NLT) 
 
I’ve heard so many people over the years making statements about wanting the modern church 
to look like the early church.  They misunderstand that the church has always had issues with 
sin and brokenness because the church is filled with broken people.  Be careful not to 
romanticize the early church. 

 
           2.  These instructions are dealt with in such a way that the truth is timeless  
                 and universal. 
 

• Why would we follow the instructions of a book 2000 years old? 
 

           3.  The typical pattern of all Epistles is to first have an explanation of  
                 doctrine followed up by how to practically live.  
 

• Doctrine - Position = practice / Principle = performance 
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• Why this pattern?  Our lifestyle as followers of Christ is founded on doctrinal 
truths about Christ.  Doctrine explains the WHY of our behavior. 
 

• Galatians – Chapter 1-4 doctrinal – chapters 5-6 practical. 
 
Gal. 2:19-21 “For when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I 
stopped trying to meet all its requirements—so that I might live for God. 20 My old self has been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly 
body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not treat the 
grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law could make us right with God, then there 
was no need for Christ to die.” (NLT) 
 
Gal. 5:1 “So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get tied 
up again in slavery to the law.” (NLT) 
 

• Ephesians – Chapters 1-3 doctrinal – chapters 4-6 practical 
  
Eph 1:3-5 “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before 
he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 
5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through 
Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.” (NLT) 
 
Eph. 4:1 “Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your 
calling, for you have been called by God.” (NLT) 
 

C. Paul’s Epistles (Letters to Churches) 
 

• 13 letters out of 22 are written by the Apostle Paul 
 

• 9 of these letters were written to specific churches 
 
             1.  Romans: Very doctrinal – most complete doctrine of salvation by grace            
                   through faith in all the Bible. 
 
Rom. 12:1 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” 
(NIV)  
 
             2.  I & II Corinthians – Mostly practical – dealing with very specific  
                   problems and questions in the church. 
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• There were originally 4 letters to Corinth.  We have 2 of them. 
 
             3.  Galatians – Written to refute legalism and explain our freedom in   
                  Christ 
 

• Many people today still need to be set free from legalism.  Many people still try 
to make themselves acceptable to God through a list of religious rules. 

 
             4.  Ephesians – Explains the believers exalted position in Christ and the  
                   practical implications of this in everyday living. 
 

• Great book to help us understand our spiritual identity.  Many believers struggle 
with their spiritual self-esteem.   

 
             5.  Philippians – A warm letter about joy despite trials and having right  
                   relationships in the midst of them. 
 

• Paul writes this letter from a Roman prison. 
 
             6.  Colossians – Written to explain the preeminence of Christ above  
                   everything. 
 

• One of the clearest descriptions of Christ’s work on the cross 
 

Col 2:13-15 “You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet 
cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the 
record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he 
disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them 
on the cross.” (NLT) 
 

7.  I & II Thessalonians – Deals with specific issues within this church as well as some 
prophecy. 

 
I Thess. 4:13-18 “And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to 
the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we 
believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, 
God will bring back with him the believers who have died. 
 
15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not 
meet him ahead of those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven 
with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. 
First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we 
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who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words.” 
(NLT) 
 
      D.   Paul’s Epistles (Letters to individuals and Pastors)  
          

• 4 of Paul’s letters were written to individuals and Pastors 
 

             1.  I & II Timothy – Two letters to a young Pastor in Ephesus.  The first  
                  explaining local church issues and the second encourages him to remain  
                  strong in the face of trials and opposition in the ministry. 
 
II Tim. 4:1-4 “I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday 
judge the living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 2 Preach the word of God. 
Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage 
your people with good teaching. 
 
3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. 
They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their 
itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths.” (NLT) 
 

2.  Titus – Written to a Pastor on the island of Crete.  Deals with local church issues 
and qualifications for elders. 

 
3.  Philemon – Written to a slave owner Paul knew personally and encourages lenient 
treatment of a runaway slave who has now become a Christian and Paul is returning 
him to his Christian master. 

 
       E.  General Epistles: Letters to the Christian Public 
 

• Written by various authors or unknown authors 
 

             1.  Hebrews – Very doctrinal – Draws largely on O.T. truth to teach N.T.  
                  truth to a Jewish audience. 
 

• More difficult to understand without a good working knowledge of OT 
history and practice. 

 
             2.  James – How to take the Christian faith and work it out in everyday life 
 
James 2:17 “So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead 
and useless.” (NLT) 
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• Foothills is a “James” type of church.  We “DO” the word. 

 
James 1:22 “But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves.” (NLT) 
 

3.  I & II Peter – Written to believers scattered throughout Asia and Galatia.  These  
books focus on how to respond correctly to ______________________ and opposition. 

 
I Peter 4:12-13 “Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if 
something strange were happening to you. 13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you 
partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory 
when it is revealed to all the world.” (NLT) 
 
             4.  I, II &III John – Written by the Apostle John and focuses on the love   
                  of God and the working out of this love in our relationships. 
 
I John 4:7-8 “Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. 
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love.” (NLT) 
 
             5.  Jude – A very short but powerful book about warning people against  
                   ungodly living. 
 
             6.  Revelation – Primarily prophetical dealing with what many see as a  
                  chronological account of the end times. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
 

1. How would you respond to someone who asks you why you follow the instructions of a 
2000-year-old book? 

 
2. What is the danger of only reading your Bible focusing on the practical passages (the 

one’s that encourage specific behaviors and actions) and ignoring the more doctrinal 
passages? 
 

3. Based upon how the Epistles are structured (Doctrine and Practical) how should we 
possibly make changes in how we read our Bibles? 
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4. Because of the wide range of topics and issues covered in the letters of the New 
Testament, how can we better use these books as a guide for our lives and the church? 
 

5. The problem with most people and churches is they do not follow the counsel given in 
the Word of God but rather their own opinions and feelings.  Thus, they suffer the 
consequences that go along with these choices.  As followers of Christ, how do we guard 
ourselves from this? 
 

6. Share some new insights you have learned from this summary of the New Testament 
letters.  

 
 


