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Thank you for joining us this year as we begin our journey into 

Advent with this devotional.  Each of the twenty-nine days 

was selected and written by people longing to share with you 

the wisdom, guidance, and ultimately the hope given to the 

world through Christ’s birth and return.  As we move forward 

together daily, you are encouraged to find a place of quiet 

and rest. As you read the words, meditate upon them and 

allow the Spirit of God to reveal to you the deeper meaning 

and understanding of the message. Pray over each devotion 

that you may find in the day-to-day application in each read-

ing for not only your life, but also for the lives of those around 

you.

We are excited to take this journey through Advent together. 

We pray that God leads you and allows you to live in love as 

you seek to do God’s will. 



November 27, 2022
Genesis 2:4–8
Rev. Trey Haddon

CREATION

4In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no 
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet 
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, 
and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the 
earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 7then the Lord God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8And the Lord God 
planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom 
he had formed. 

Since the very beginning of creation, God has been. When I read this 
section of scripture, I can’t help but skip the Old Testament, and go 
straight to the New Testament with Jesus hanging on the cross. Yes, this 
is quite a leap. Yes, this is skipping story after story of raw, authentic rela-
tionship, with God and God’s people. The reason my mind immediately 
jumps to Good Friday, is because I know the story of Resurrection. I know 
the story of creation and the relationship God has as Creator. The reason 
I jump to Jesus hanging on that cross is because of his words, “For today 
you shall be with me in paradise.”

 We can have our own understandings of this message from Jesus to the 
thief, but I equate it to the most lifechanging relationship any person can 
ever have. Paradise for me translates garden, through the Greek, which 
takes me all the way back to this very verse. This verse where God 
breathed life into the nostrils of humankind. This verse where God forms 
from the ground the life of humanity, which we recite at every funeral 
service, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” This one moment in 
the Bible is where our story begins; it’s how we know we have worth and 
value. We are created by God. We are loved by God. We are promised 
by God that we are never alone. We are God’s people.



Prayer
God of all creation, we thank you for the promise of your son, Jesus, and 
the hope of everlasting life that resurrection brings. As we walk through 
these days of Advent, make us people that are ready to stand up as 
creations of you and witness your love and hope to the world that needs 
you so desperately. Amen. 



1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the 
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God 
said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day.

Shhhhh. The movie is about to begin. The theater goes dark; only the 
EXIT signs are lit. All is ready, and you settle in. Movie trailers used to 
begin, with a booming voice speaking into the darkness, “In a world…”

Like that sensation in a dark theater, in Genesis, out of nothing, comes 
something. Today new images are coming to us from the James Webb 
Space Telescope, images in which we see back in time, back when things 
in space were dying, or being born. Into this view of the universe, we 
read our text from Genesis 1.

From chaos came a kind of order which gave things their roles, who and 
what they were to be. This process is a bit akin to human stem cells’ 
“daughter cells,” who receive messages, "you be an arm, you a leg, you 
a skull." 

God declared things good, as God created them. 

Most world religions have a creation story "this is how things got start-
ed..." There are the big creation stories–this is how humanity got its 
start, and individual stories–this is how each of us got our starts. We each 
have our own creation stories, where and how we were born, who was 
there at the time. 

The Gospel of John gives us these words about creation, “In the begin-
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.”

November 28, 2022
Genesis 1:1–5
Rev. Susan Baller-Shepard   
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Prayer
Almighty God, Maker of heaven and earth, Creator of our lives. The 
Psalmist called out, "If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and 
night wraps itself around me,”even the darkness is not dark to you; the 
night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you." In these dark 
days of winter, we too cry out to You, we seek Your voice above all 
voices. Guide us. Help us to remember who we are created to be, help 
us to follow You. Help us to seek Your Presence always. Amen.
 
1 Creation story is not meant to be derogatory or to say the Biblical accounts are in
some way untrue. The word story is to show we each have ways we talk about how
we came to be, words we use to describe what we believe.

In Advent, we reflect upon Jesus’ creation story, his birth and life narra-
tive. Still, there’s this: The Savior of the world is born in dire circumstanc-
es, has to leave town as an infant to avoid being killed by Herod, and 
after thirty quieter years, he then faces murderous threats through his 
three years of ministry, until these threats are realized. The prescient gift 
to this babe at birth from the Wise Ones from the East, were spices also 
used for anointing the dead. We learn of this earthly life, before we know 
of Jesus the Risen One.

Friends, this is the story we are born into, when we join the followers of 
Christ at baptism, or joining by hook or by crook or however we come 
along on this path. The Psalmist writes about God’s role in our creation 
story before we are even on the scene: “Your eyes beheld my unformed 
substance.” (Psalm 139)

The Apostle's Creed begins, "I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth..." This creed begins with our creation story 
as a people of faith. We believe. 

The boy band One Direction had a song played on repeat, “Story of My 
Life.” Advent gives us a chance to reflect on the story of our lives, and 
how, when, and where it intersects with the Story of Jesus Christ. The 
Word was made flesh for a reason, to take us along with him. May we 
reflect and prepare for this journey.



November 29, 2022
Psalm 96
Jamie Bishop

1 O sing to the Lord a new song;
 sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
 tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
 his marvelous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
 he is to be revered above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
 but the Lord made the heavens.
6 Honor and majesty are before him;
 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
 bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9 Worship the Lord in holy splendor;
 tremble before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!
 The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.
 He will judge the peoples with equity.”
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12 let the field exult, and everything in it.
 Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13 before the Lord; for he is coming,
 for he is coming to judge the earth.
 He will judge the world with righteousness,
 and the peoples with his truth.

The Psalmist is beckoning us to sing new praises to God and to join in 
with the earth around us. We can get caught up in the whirlwind of holi-
days, in the bleakness of winter, in the bitterness of the cold, and let it 
seep into our daily lives and relationship with God. How do we sing a 
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Prayer
God, as we sit with your Word would you guide our hearts to be joyful 
and our spirits to be renewed by you. Would you open our eyes to see 
what you are doing, and even if we are unable to see it, would we be 
able to praise you. Amen. 

new song, amid what can seem like a cold, dark, and bleak place that is 
expecting too much from us with the too little we have? How can we pro-
claim that each day God saves if we are not even seeing it ourselves? 
How is the Earth and all of creation praising God? How are we to be 
rejoicing in this season that seems utterly chaotic?

The challenge of this passage in our current season does not go unseen. 
But if we take a moment to look at the children around us, we will see just 
how to praise God and find joy in our current season. They are not con-
cerned at all about who is bringing what to the family Christmas; they are 
also not concerned about everything that must be prepared for, for the 
holiday season to go well. Children are full of excitement and anticipa-
tion waiting for the snow to stick for the first time. They are begging for 
the joy snow brings them. They will be singing a new song of praise 
when they are invited to play in the snow for the first time. 

We also know that children have little to worry about when the adults in 
their lives take care of all the details. So how do we take time to join in 
with creation to praise God when someone needs to make sure every-
thing gets done? Today as you read this take some time to rest and antic-
ipate the joy winter can bring. Today while you are working, getting your 
house ready for guests, and running errands, take a moment to see 
God’s beauty around you and allow it to bring a new song of praise into 
your heart. 



November 30, 2022
Genesis 1:24–31
Rev. B. Elliott Renfroe

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” 
And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, 
and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground 
of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 26Then God said, “Let us 
make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27So God created human-
kind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast 
of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, 
and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day.

Do You? Just three days after the first Sunday of Advent we turn to the 
sixth day of creation.  God purposed from the beginning an invitation to 
humanity, the promise of a paradise that would be home for them and to 
them; He provided for them all that would be theirs including instruc-
tions to reproduce the supply chain without getting their hands dirty.  
The offer was rejected.

If all books in the world were banned and a solitary page remained from 
the Bible and it contained the words of Genesis 1:24-31, I believe what I 
hear God say about humanity created in his own image and trust his 
promise.
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If there remained a single sheet of music revealing his incarnate image, 
asking the question, “Do you _______, what I _______?”  I envision a 
reflection of this paradise promised peace,  and with these two pages 
and poetic words, I hear His proposal.  

What was brought forth by the voice of God calling creation into being 
and the earth brought forth earth, livestock–livestock, beasts–beasts and 
it was good.  Then mankind, via its Hebrew equivalent, adam, male and 
female in their image are created, and it was very good.  

After millennia of attempts to reconcile humanity’s rejection, the second 
person of the Trinity became clothed with humanity and restated the 
original promise, offering the paradise purposed for humanity from the 
beginning of time.  Sixty years ago, 1962, Noel Regney and his wife 
Gloria Shayne wrote and recorded a song as a plea for peace at the time 
of the Cuban missile crisis, a song which has become a standard for the 
Christmas season.  

Our world is flooded with disruptive crises that have humanity unsuc-
cessfully searching for peace, more than just the seasonal kind.   Good-
ness and Light is on the way. . .

With this single page of the Bible in one hand, and a single page of 
musical lyrics in the other, I hold fast to the vision set before me. As I long 
for the promise and paradise of poetic prose, I hear the resounding 
question “Do you. . .?   I respond to the proposal with, “I Do!”

Prayer
Creator God,

Hear now the voice of Your image-bearing creation in petition, worship 
and praise whilst receiving our, I Do!  Help us to show the depth of your 
love and immeasurable grace leading us not only to be recipients of this 
gift, but also gift distributors.  

May we share generously all year long, just as you have to all whom you 
love.  Bless and protect those still wavering until their hearts are turned 
fully to the shalom that you alone provide.  Amen.



December 1, 2022
2 Corinthians 5:16–18 
Rev. David Marquardt

16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though 
we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

When I was a little boy, I wanted to be a cowboy. I can even remember, 
and somewhere have pictures of the same, when my twin brother and I 
received cowboy outfits for Christmas. As I said at his funeral, “man were 
we cool!” 

Dreams. It’s said that that’s what life is made of, our dreams. And whether 
you’re a young boy hoping to one day be a cowboy, or a young girl, one 
day hoping to become a ballerina, our dreams change, as we grow, and 
as the world around us changes. And what, I wonder, in this wonderful 
season of Advent, were Mary’s dreams? 

Advent is from the Latin adventus which means coming. In general, and 
as we’ve come to understand, Advent also means a time of waiting, a 
time of preparation, a time of hoping, a time of anticipation, a time for 
dreaming, and I think to a very large degree, all of the above, all at the 
same time. 

We know, of course what Mary was thinking, including her wonderful 
song, and we find her thoughts in Luke 1. But her thoughts of what was 
happening to and around her do nothing to tell us of her many dreams, 
as she lay her head down at night.  Did she dream of what he would look 
like? Did she dream of how he would be received in the world? Did she 
dream that he would be able to heal, perform miracles, and teach in the 
synagogue at such a very young age? 

Verse 17 tells us;  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here!  Mary’s life changed, and she 
was indeed a new creation. Her old life was gone, and her new one was 
here to stay.
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We too have the ability to be new creations. “Anyone”, as the scripture 
reminds us, can shed their old lives, and become new creations, 
wrapped in the love of Jesus. And what’s so very wonderful about this, is 
that “anyone” means you and me. Our race or nationality, whether we’re 
rich or poor, tall or short doesn’t matter. Whether we declare male or 
female, or who we choose to love, doesn’t matter, but our hopes and 
dreams do. We are equally loved by Jesus and are new creations 
because of His love for us. 

Prayer

Thank you, God, for making so many of our hopes and dreams come 
true. Thank you for reconciling us to Christ. Thank you for loving each of 
us individually and making us “new creations” in and through the love of 
Jesus. Amen.



December 2, 2022
Genesis 2:1–4 
Rev. Brian Hastings

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
2 And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and 
he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So 
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation. 4These are the genera-
tions of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
 
One of the most difficult things for an artist to learn is when to put down 
the brush.  Or for a preacher to know when to wrap things up.  There’s 
always one more happy tree to paint.  One more thing that needs to be 
said.  

The first chapter of Genesis describes God creating and separating in 
poetic rhythm, making space for life of every kind to fill and thrive.  And 
then, on the seventh day, God puts down the brush, declaring this 
moment of rest blessed and sacred.  It is a vision of God who is not franti-
cally working to keep everything going, but who establishes a rhythm of 
doing and of being; a time to behold all that is done with the divine dec-
laration: it is good.  

Here too, we find the pattern of God creating space for life to flourish.  
Sabbath, a day of rest, is meant to be a key part of the rhythm of human 
life.  It is an invitation to create space to join God, to discover blessing in 
simply being, appreciating this world and our creator.  In rest, we recon-
nect with our deepest identity and worth: not in what we produce and 
strive after, but simply in our connection to God as people we are made 
in God’s image and beloved.  We find the time to look around and see 
what God has done and is doing, and to respond with praise.
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In the season of Advent, there is often so much we feel we must do to 
get ready.  So many things to do, to buy, to bake, to prepare for that we 
might find ourselves just trying to survive the season and run the risk of 
missing its true purpose and blessing.  May we follow God’s call to make 
time to stop, to rest, to reconnect with God, with those around us, and 
our deepest self.  

Prayer

Almighty God, you have called all things into being with blessing and 
purpose.  In this season of Advent, amidst all that needs to be done, 
grant me wisdom to know when to say “it is enough” that I may join you 
in wonder at the true meaning of this time, contemplating your love 
shown in the incarnation of Jesus, and the hope of the world in His prom-
ised return.  In Jesus’ name ,Amen.  



December 3, 2022
Romans 8:38–39 
Jamie Bishop

38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

What a bold statement for Paul to make. Paul is convinced that nothing 
can separate us from God and God’s love. You might be thinking, “I am 
not so convinced.” You have no idea what I am holding onto and how 
could God love me knowing this about me? This is a great question to 
be asking ourselves. How could God love us? We have learned that 
God’s love is unconditional, but we don’t even know what that means. 
Sure, in theory unconditional love sounds great but how do we know 
this? How has Paul become so convinced?

It's important for us to look at the Bible as a whole when we ask this 
question. Paul knew the Old Testament forwards and backwards. He had 
had his very own encounters and experiences with God. 

This fall we took the children from Exodus through Judges and a theme 
kept resurfacing. God’s people kept forgetting everything God had 
done for them. The Israelites were freed from Egypt but just a couple of 
chapters later they are begging to be slaves in Egypt again, forgetting 
that God provides for them. They turn away from God, things go poorly, 
they turn back to God for whatever they need, and God provides for 
them. This cycle of forgetting just who God is, turning away, realizing it’s 
not working, and asking God for mercy continues for some time. What 
we find is that God still loves God’s people no matter what they have 
decided to do against God. God always answers their prayers for mercy 
and brings them back to safety. 

In this season of Advent, we are anticipating the promise of God’s love 
coming to fullness. That Jesus would come back for us. There have been 
thousands of years between Jesus’ first appearance on earth until now. 
And we know that we, just like the Israelites, have forgotten all God has 
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done for us and just how much God truly loves us. We have gone away 
from God, done things we are ashamed to admit to anyone—even our-
selves, and we, just like the Israelites, must ask God to give us mercy and 
bestow upon us God’s unending grace. We know we can ask God for this 
because the Israelites did and every time they asked God showed up 
with more mercy and grace than was ever expected.

Paul had not forgotten. Paul knew that God loves God’s people and that 
no matter what it took, God would bring God’s people back to God. 
Today all you must be convinced of is that God is the same God of the 
Old Testament and the New, and if we are convinced of that, we too are 
convinced that nothing can separate us from God. 

Prayer
God we are ever grateful and thankful that you remain steadfast no 
matter how we are. Would you continue to reveal to us your great love 
that nothing and no one can take from us. Please help us to live our lives 
confident in who you are. Amen. 



December 4, 2022
Genesis 17:1–8
Rev. Trey Haddon

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 
2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to 
him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor 
of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant 
between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their gen-
erations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. 8And I will give to you, and to your offspring after 
you, the land where you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a 
perpetual holding; and I will be their God.”

God the creator is still with us. It has been a crazy ride through the jour-
ney of Genesis, and we are only in the first book of the Bible, and only 
the seventeeth chapter at that. So far, we have had creation, followed 
immediately by first sin, then murder, and some mayhem with Noah and 
the ark.  There have been covenants, towers built and fallen, wickedness 
and deceit, and even some mystery. All of this in the first of sixty-six 
books of our canon we call the Bible. The one thing the Bible reminds 
me over and over again, is that God has worked with God’s people and 
continues to do so. God has had every good reason to stop this train 
before it ever made a first stop. God tried to “restart” with the flood. 
God tried to redirect with help and thoughtful “parenting.” God gave 
the people what they wanted, just to have them turn around and try and 
become so close to God, that they wanted to become God. Now we 
have God turning to a leader, someone that God is directing to become 
the heritage of God’s creation. 

Nothing happens without a change. You can’t move in a new direction or 
speed or life place or do anything without change. This change would be 
so instrumental in the life of Abram that God would require him and his 
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wife to change their names. Thus, we have Abraham. The one that we 
call the head of God’s people. The one that provides leadership and sup-
port and care for those that God holds most precious. 

How has God worked in our own leadership to support and care for the 
people of Bloomington-Normal? How has God used our lives and 
resources to find ways to show value and worth to all of God’s people?

We can come together, we can build grand places, we can even make 
creations of our own, but without the covenant that God has provided it 
would be futile. God’s covenant provides a promise that God is with us 
always. That we are never doing this work alone. Yes, we must change 
our ways, we must allow God’s spirit to transform our hearts and minds; 
yet still God is always with us in this endeavor to the end of the age.

Prayer

God of new beginnings, be with us through this Advent season as we 
prepare our minds, hearts, and bodies for the change that you are calling 
us to enter. Make us people that step out in faith and are ready to follow 
you, knowing you are always with us.



December 5, 2022
Genesis 12:1-3 
Kristi Greenfield

1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of 
you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed.”

The season of Advent is probably not a time when we stop and consider 
how God is calling us if we’re being honest. However, those of us who 
follow Christ who are committed to being His hands and feet should 
always be open and ready to hear God’s call even if it starts as a gentle 
nudging. In our scripture for today, the Lord calls Abraham and challeng-
es him to leave everything he knows and follow him. Can you imagine 
the faith of Abraham as he heard that call and responded because of that 
Faith? 

There are so many elements of the season that if we are intentional to 
notice can help us reflect on how God might be calling us, the lights, 
nativity scenes, songs and hymns. As each of these elements draws us 
into Advent and to God, let us take the time to meditate on the prepara-
tion for the birth of our savior and the example of the life of Jesus is to 
each of us. How does Christ’s life and work move us still today? Where is 
God calling you to be a light in your community? 

As with Abraham, God tells us we will not be alone and as we bless 
others in His name, God will bless us. We also have our church communi-
ty and other friends in faith who will walk beside us as we consider God’s 
call. 

Prayer
Dear Lord, Thank you for the season of Advent where we prepare once 
again for the birth of your son, Jesus. As we prepare, let us also take time 
to pay attention to the ways you speak to us even in that still, small voice. 
Help us to be open to Your call so that we can always be prepared to say, 
“Here I am Lord, send me.” Amen
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December 6, 2022
Genesis 9:12–17 
Mackenzie Jager

12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and 
you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 
13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said 
to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

“Tell them what you’re going to tell them. Tell them. Then tell them what 
you told them.” I first heard this teaching strategy in a Christian Educa-
tion course at Taylor University, and I’ve heard it from countless teachers 
and preachers since. Whoever came up with this phrase knew something 
crucial about human beings: we are slow learners. In fact, research shows 
that we need to hear information between three and seven times before 
we remember it!

In this chapter of Genesis, God’s covenant promise is repeated six times. 
The author didn’t want us to miss it! But I’m afraid that we have.

I’m afraid that we’ve overlooked—or maybe even purposefully 
ignored—that God makes a covenant not just with us, but with all living 
creatures. “This is the sign of the covenant … between me and you and 
every living creature … I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” In the next few verses, 
God repeats this promise again and again, naming, every time, the crea-
tures of the earth and even the earth itself.

This promise echoes what God said in the garden: that the earth, full of 
all kinds of living creatures, was very good. And this promise hints at 
what’s to come: God’s enduring love for all of creation through every 
generation.
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Yes, God loves human beings, but God loves herons, hedgehogs, and 
hammerhead sharks too. God loves the mountains and valleys, rivers 
and oceans, volcanoes, and everything in-between!

God loves every speck of creation, and every speck of creation is includ-
ed in God’s promise of love, protection, and redemption. Scripture pro-
claims that God so loved the world, and that through Christ, all things on 
earth and in heaven will be reconciled.1

Our God isn’t satisfied with little promises. We worship a God of big 
promises! God’s love stretches across the universe and includes every 
created thing. As every Sunday School child knows, Jesus came to save 
us from our sins. But there is a bigger story—an even more beautiful 
story!

Jesus came to save us and all of creation from the terror and pain of sin. 
God loves the whole big wide world and sent Jesus Christ to redeem 
every inch. Jesus came to love and to heal all of creation. Thanks be to 
God!

Prayer
God, teach us to love and care for the world like you do. May we learn 
to see the world with your eyes. May we delight in it! May we worship 
and praise you for giving us such a beautiful home. God, we confess that 
too often we take our planet for granted and we abuse creation without 
a second thought. Teach us a new way–a way that honors you and your 
promise to love, sustain, and heal the whole world. Amen!

1 John 3:16 and Colossians 1:20



December 7, 2022
Genesis 32:25-30
Rev. Trey Haddon

25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him 
on the hip socket; and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled 
with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob 
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, 
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You 
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God 
and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please 
tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And 
there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I 
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.”

Week after week, year after year, we get caught up in a cycle. We say 
with our lips that we hope to experience something new, but then we 
flinch at the idea of our lives being changed.  We say we want to experi-
ence God in fullness—we are prepared for the coming of God into the 
world, through Jesus. We believe God’s promise of the World’s peace, 
hope, and joy! We say all of these things and more, especially during the 
season of Advent which we commonly call Christmas.

When Jacob met God that evening.
While Jacob was wrestling with God throughout the night.
When Jacob went through the pain of having his hip put out of joint.

Jacob wasn’t searching for an easy answer. He wasn’t giving God some 
kind of holier-than-thou lip service. Jacob wasn’t requesting a moment 
of silence, a peaceful protest for thoughts and prayers. Jacob was grab-
bing the one thing that he knew would change his life forever. Jacob 
didn’t flinch at how his future and blessing may change life as he knew it. 
Jacob was wrestling because there was nothing else to do, he had 
nowhere else to go. Jacob was wrestling for his family’s future.  Jacob 
was wrestling for his very life. This wasn’t an action that Jacob took to for 
warmth and pleasantries. He was all in and waiting on the one thing that 
could transform his, and his family’s, life forever. Jacob was desperate for 
his blessing. He was holding on to dear life in that moment—life that 
required a life changing moment that only God could provide.
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And this new life leads to a transformation and a covenant with God that 
would change the way he walked, talked, lived, loved, gave, that 
changed every single part of his life, from that moment forward. Jacob 
walked away from that time changed, not only in this spiritual walk, but 
his physical walk as well. If we decide to make this kind of change, it’s 
one that will transform us in ways we least expect and leave us walking 
different forever. It’s also the one promise in life that we can count on 
that will never leave or forsake us. God’s promise, God’s blessing, God’s 
love, is forever. 

Prayer
God of transformation, this advent season give us hearts to be ready to 
accept the changes needed in our lives to become ready for the task of 
preparation. Remind us that you are always with us in this endeavor, 
especially when it seems too hard to continue. As your people, make us 
ready to share your blessings with the world, knowing that only you can 
save it. Amen. 



December 8, 2022
1 Samuel 4:2-3
Mackenzie Jager

2The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when the battle was 
joined, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thou-
sand men on the field of battle. 3When the troops came to the camp, the 
elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord put us to rout today before the 
Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord here from 
Shiloh, so that he may come among us and save us from the power of 
our enemies.”

When the Israelites lose a battle against the Philistines and see the rest 
of the war going just as badly, they decide it’s time for a new plan. Surely, 
they say to themselves, if God was on their side, they would win! So they 
go to Shiloh, pick up the Ark of the Covenant, and bring it into battle.

For the Israelites, the Ark was more than just a holy object. It was the 
place where God dwelled and the place from which God spoke! To 
march the Ark into battle was to march God into battle. Honestly, their 
plan was pretty sound. They knew they needed God’s help, so they went 
and fetched God.

But things went terribly wrong. 

They lost the war, thirty-thousand soldiers died, and then, worst of all, 
the Ark was captured and taken far, far away. How did things fall apart?

On the surface, it seems the Israelites were acting on faith and trust. 
They knew that they couldn’t win the war on their own, so they turned to 
God. But they made a classic mistake—a mistake we’re all too familiar 
with. As one commentator puts it, “No mistake is older and more attrac-
tive than the desire to control or manipulate God into doing our 
bidding.”1

We might not carry the Ark into battle, but have you ever tried to bargain 
with God? Have you promised to donate money or stop smoking if God 
would step in and save the day? Maybe you’re not the bargaining type, 
but you expect every prayer to be answered if you just say the right
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words or pray hard enough and often enough. Or maybe you are so 
certain about who God is that you use the Bible as a shield to deflect any 
ideas that threaten the neat and tidy God you’re comfortable with.

We’re all guilty of trying to control and manipulate God. But God is not 
a good luck charm or a vending machine. God can’t even be fully under-
stood! When we treat God like a genie in a lamp we have missed the 
point entirely. God is not a magic solution to our messy lives; God is a 
constant companion through every joy and every burden, and every 
sorrow.

Prayer
God, forgive us for the times we’ve treated you like a tool to be used 
instead of a God to be loved and worshipped. We long for your power 
to transform our lives. Teach us to wait on you with humility instead of 
trying to force your hand. May we come to know you as a friend, as our 
Mother and Father, our Creator, our Bread of Life, our Rock, and our 
Light! Amen.

1 Kenneth L. Chafin. “Losing the Covenant” In The Preacher’s Commentary Series,
  Vol. 08: 1 and 2 Samuel (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc, 1989), Ebook.



December 9, 2022
Psalm 105:41-43 
Rev. B. Elliott Renfroe

41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out;
 it flowed through the desert like a river.
42 For he remembered his holy promise,
 and Abraham, his servant.
43 So he brought his people out with joy,
 his chosen ones with singing.

Unbrokenness.

Just two days from now, marks the Third Sunday of Advent, as Joy is 
celebrated with a candle of another color.  The psalmist goes to great 
extent to record the history of Israel, God’s people and the unbroken-
ness throughout time of the reassuring pursuit of this providential prom-
ise.  

Contracts are legally binding when two or more parties agree to terms 
that are beneficial to all parties involved.  To enter this agreement and 
not uphold ‘your end’ results in a breach that nullifies the original con-
tract.  Most likely, joy is not the result.

I have never seen the production of the Joseph and the Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, yet my sanctified imagination easily creates the patchwork 
outerwear that ignited jealousy, slavery and captivity for the recipient 
and his siblings that continues into our generation.  Albeit that this story 
is part of the greater narrative, the recollection of the psalmist is the free-
dom from captivity that God is still offering, redeeming what man meant 
for evil.  

The church I grew up in sang a Shirley Caesar song, This Joy, announcing 
“the world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away.”  The Christmas 
covenant gift that has been provided by our Creator is Christ the child 
who came in the flesh and Christ the King, who will yet come again.  
Until the day of his return and never ending reign, we live in the testimo-
ny of the Israelites and the witness of our immediate ancestors that the 
unbroken promise to Abraham, his servant, will be the song of blessing 
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 – we sing for future generations, the way we have been brought out into 
this future by way of His-story.  May my sisters and brothers of another 
mother celebrate this covenant as promised, bound with Love.  No 
fingers crossed.   

Prayer
O Lord, Jesus Christ, who has appointed all your servants their work until 
your return, keep us, we ask you, watchful, that you at your coming may 
find us ready.  Make haste, O Lord, to help us.  Appear for our deliver-
ance.   Call your saints together, those that have made a covenant with 
you by your own sacrifice.  Visit us with the favor that you bear to your 
chosen, and may we rejoice with your inheritance.  Amen; even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.1

1[Adapted from Henry Alford, The Year of Prayer: Being Family Prayers for the Christian
Year Suited to the Services and Commemorations of the Church, 1866] 



December 10, 2022
Nehemiah 9:6–8
Jamie Bishop

6And Ezra said: “You are the Lord, you alone; you have made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the 
seas and all that is in them. To all of them you give life, and the host of 
heaven worships you. 7You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and 
brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the name Abra-
ham; 8and you found his heart faithful before you, and made with him a 
covenant to give to his descendants the land of the Canaanite, the 
Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite; and 
you have fulfilled your promise, for you are righteous.

Today we find ourselves reading Nehemiah 9:6–8. The Israelites have 
returned from exile and have rebuilt the temple and the walls around it. 
We find Ezra and Nehemiah holding a worship service outside of the 
temple praising God for all God has done. In these verses we are 
reminded of God’s covenant to Abraham, a promise that Abraham 
would be a father to many nations, who just so happens to be standing 
outside of the temple. As the people are praising God next to one 
another all from different tribes they are reminded that God keeps God’s 
promises. 

As we are in this season of remembering the birth of Jesus a promise 
fulfilled–to bring us back into harmony with God, let us also remember 
there is more to the promise, the promise to come back again to finish 
God’s work or reconciliation forever. We can hold this hope knowing like 
the Israelites in this time that God keeps God’s promises. God is a 
keeper of promises, and we can hold that truth with us every day. We can 
live lives full of hope knowing God will not be leaving us as we are but 
will bring us to perfect relationship with God’s self. 

Prayer
God, today I pray that I would remember that you keep your promises. 
Would I live my life knowing you will restore every part of creation back 
to yourself. Help me to believe in this hope with all my understanding so 
that all I do would bring you glory. 
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December 11, 2022
Zechariah 1:1–6
Rev. Trey Haddon

1In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord 
came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berechiah son of Iddo, saying: 
2The Lord was very angry with your ancestors. 3Therefore say to them, 
Thus says the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I 
will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. 4Do not be like your ancestors, 
to whom the former prophets proclaimed, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
Return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.” But they did not 
hear or heed me, says the Lord. 5Your ancestors, where are they? And the 
prophets, do they live forever? 6But my words and my statutes, which I 
commanded my servants the prophets, did they not overtake your 
ancestors? So they repented and said, “The Lord of hosts has dealt with 
us according to our ways and deeds, just as he planned to do.”

It’s that time in our Advent season that we get lost in Christmas. We are 
officially only 14 days, 2 weeks, from Christmas Day. This is a time that we 
think so quickly of food, shopping, friends, family, parties, wrapping, 
presents, the list goes on and on. If you’re like me, you can probably 
smell or taste the last sentence. This is also a time where we become 
very sentimental about our holiday season. We begin wishing and long-
ing for Christmas past with friends and loved ones, those that may not be 
able to be with us anymore. This is a hard time for many, whether they 
show it or not. But we get lost in our own nostalgia at times, as well. We 
remember services that offered warmth, choir programs that shared 
love, songs that carried strong words of peace and joy. It can be easy to 
be lulled into a trance remembering times past and forgetting what the 
season of Advent is all about.

Then we have the words from the prophet Zechariah. These are words 
that are anything but warm and full of cheer. It’s calling for a refocus to 
the purpose of God’s calling to the world. This is a snap back to reality, 
God is still here. This doesn’t mean that God is happy with everything 
going on. Yes, we are preparing for the return of God to the world. Yes, 
we are anticipating for the light of the world to come down into the dark-
ness. None of this should be done while sitting around waiting for some-
thing to happen. Zechariah is saying to do something! Now is the time 
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 to turn from the ways of the past. Nothing about Advent is looking back 
at the past— it’s all about the future of God and what is in store! 

Prayer
God of Advent, we pray that you make us people that remember the 
past with fondness but search for a future with clarity. Break down our 
walls of nostalgia and sentimentality. Open our hearts for anticipation 
and faith with you.  Make us a people ready to share your love with the 
world. Amen. 



December 12 ,2022
Jeremiah 4:1–8
Rev. Rick Tindall

1If you return, O Israel, says the Lord, if you return to me, if you remove 
your abominations from my presence, and do not waver, 2and if you 
swear, “As the Lord lives!” in truth, in justice, and in uprightness, then 
nations shall be blessed by him, and by him they shall boast. 3For thus 
says the Lord to the people of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
Break up your fallow ground, and do not sow among thorns. 4Circumcise 
yourselves to the Lord, remove the foreskin of your hearts, O people of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, or else my wrath will go forth like 
fire, and burn with no one to quench it, because of the evil of your 
doings. 5Declare in Judah, and proclaim in Jerusalem, and say: Blow the 
trumpet through the land; shout aloud and say, “Gather together, and let 
us go into the fortified cities!” 6Raise a standard toward Zion, flee for 
safety, do not delay, for I am bringing evil from the north, and a great 
destruction. 7A lion has gone up from its thicket, a destroyer of nations 
has set out; he has gone out from his place to make your land a waste; 
your cities will be ruins without inhabitant. 8Because of this put on sack-
cloth, lament and wail:“The fierce anger of the Lord has not turned away 
from us.”

Jeremiah's response is to shrink from the call of God. Many young people 
had done that before him. This is what Moses did, and Gideon, and 
Isaiah, and other mighty servants of God. When God first laid hold of 
them and set them to a task, they shrank from it. Jeremiah pleads youth 
and inexperience, says he has no ability to speak, just as Moses did. So if 
you ever feel that way when God calls you to a task, just remember that 
you are in the prophetic succession! God's servants often start out that 
way. This, I think, marks the sensitivity of this young man. Throughout this 
whole prophecy you find him very responsive and sensitive to what is 
happening to him. He is called to stand before kings, to thunder denunci-
ations and judgments, to feel the sharp lash of their recrimination against 
him, to endure their anger and their power, and to suffer with his people 
as he sees them rushing headlong to their own self-destruction. He feels 
this keenly and sharply, and weeps and laments. The book of Lamenta-
tions is made up of the cries of his heart, as he senses all that is happen-
ing to him. Jeremiah was a very sensitive prophet.
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But God's answer to him is what it has been to every other young person 
who felt a call: Go, for I am with you. Don't worry about your voice, your 
looks, your personality, your ability — I will be with you. I will be your 
voice. I'll speak through you, give you the words. I'll give you the power 
to stand. I'll give you the courage. I'll be your wisdom. I'll be whatever 
you need. Whatever demand is made upon you, I'll be there to meet it. 
You and I recognize that this, essentially, is the New Covenant that Jesus 
makes with all of us. This is what he promises each one of us — that he 
will be with us in the same way. The promise which encouraged Jeremiah 
is the same promise which is handed out to you and to me in the gospel 
— that whatever we are, whatever demand is made upon us, Do not be 
afraid. Do not shrink back. Do not say, I can't do that. Remember that 
God says, I will be with you, and I will make you able to do it well.

Prayer
Gracious God, during this season of hope and expectation, Lord help us 
to be sensitive and strong as we discern your plans for our lives. May we, 
like Jeremiah, respond in faith, trusting you to supply us with all that is 
needed to fulfill your will for our lives. We pray In the name of Jesus, 
Amen.



December 13, 2022
Jonah 4:1–3
Rev. Rick Tindall

1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He 
prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was 
still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for 
I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And 
now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.”

We must wait until Jonah 4 for the real reason why the prophet did not 
want to heed God's call to preach to Nineveh. Ironically, as we see in this 
chapter, Jonah's sin was grounded in a correct view of the Lord, albeit 
one that was grossly misapplied.

Some people are troubled by the fact that the Lord relented from disas-
ter in the case of Jonah's ministry to Nineveh because the prophet gave 
no indication to the Ninevites that God would stay His hand if the people 
repented. Does this mean the Lord changed His mind like we do—that 
He learned some new information that caused Him to rethink His plan of 
action? Some people would answer in the affirmative, but this betrays 
their failure to read Scripture carefully.

Given that prophecies often include unstated conditions (Jer. 18:5–10) 
and that the Lord is not a "man, that he should change his mind" (Num. 
23:19), the idea that He did not know what Nineveh's response would be 
is nonsense. He did know what would happen, for He has ordained all 
things, including Jonah's preaching and the Ninevites' response (Eph. 
1:11). The Lord just chose not to reveal explicitly the full scope of the 
future impact of Jonah's ministry until it came to pass.

Jonah could not see the future with certainty, but he could know what 
would happen if the Ninevites were to repent in response to his preach-
ing. So could anyone else who knew God's character. The Lord is holy, 
yes, but He is also slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and eager 
to forgive iniquity (Ex. 34:6–7; Micah 7:18). Jonah never wanted to go to 
Nineveh in the first place because he did not want to see the Ninevites 
turn from their sin. He ran not because he was afraid of preaching in a 
foreign land but because he was afraid God's Word might change the
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hearts and minds of Israel's hated enemies. So, when the people did 
rend their hearts and garments, Jonah grew angry at the Lord for being 
merciful and acting according to what He had revealed about His charac-
ter (Jonah 4:1–3). Jonah's anger was irrational—he was mad at God for 
being God.

Prayer

Gracious God, we are quick to judge Jonah and not ourselves, but let us 
consider how often we expect You to forgive us but then do not want to 
see our enemies pardoned. We are too much like Jonah, hoping You will 
crush our enemies instead of saving them. But as the Lord takes no 
delight in the death of the wicked (Ezek. 18:32), neither may we. May our 
longing always be for the repentance and restoration of all Your foes and 
ours. May we be sensitive to your guidance during this time of anticipa-
tion and discover new faith, hope, love and joy this season. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.



December 14, 2022
Amos 5:21-24   
Rev. Trey Haddon

21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your 
fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let justice roll 
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The book of Amos was written during a time in history where the ruling 
class was incredibly harsh. Amos watched as people were literally starv-
ing in the streets, while others were living on the tops of mountainsides, 
living lavishly as cows grazing on the hillside, becoming fat; both physi-
cally and emotionally. It would be great to say these days are behind us, 
but sadly I cannot fathom a world where we don’t have those with 
extreme wealth driving by those that are going hungry every day. Amos 
is writing to the people that are in the religious houses, those that are 
living in extreme wealth, as well as those that are destitute. Amos is a 
prophet for God’s words of deliverance and righteousness. 

The prophet Amos calling for justice to all people and saying that not 
only does there need to be change, but the people have gone so far 
astray that there is nothing they can do about it. There is no way they will 
be able to get out of this situation. Praying at this point won’t help. 
Turing your life around and calling for repentance won’t help. There is 
too much pain, there is too much hurt, too much injustice has been 
inflicted. This was beyond hard words for anyone to hear—talk about 
tension within the text. Amos was so hated by those in power, he was 
kicked out and sent to the wilderness—talk about a way of sharing the 
word of God. 

So what does any of this have to do with our season of Advent? 

We are preparing for God’s return to us, Emmanuel, God with us. We are 
reading the words of the prophets, reminded of the covenant which God 
made so long ago,  and that includes all of us. At the same time, we are 
living in a world that gets caught up in the madness that is Christmas. 
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How many of us celebrate the season, while there are many in our area 
that are cold? How many of us spend time with our kids and grandkids, 
knowing that there are so many children that are falling through the 
cracks of society?  We sing Silent Night and O Come, O Come, Emman-
uel, we have our Christmas Eve Service, we eat our meals with our fami-
lies, and we say it’s a high religious holiday. And we read how God wants 
more than our offerings and songs and festivals; God wants to see 
justice. God wants to see care. God wants to see us live as people of 
love and hope. 

Prayer
God of justice, we pray that you bring us closer to being people that are 
ready to prepare for your return. Every day is not easy. Every moment is 
not perfect. Make us people that are ready to see beyond the Christmas 
lights and songs. Transform our hearts and minds to deepen our faith 
and joy found in you. 



December 15, 2022
Habakkuk 1:2–4
Rev. Laura Reason

2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to 
you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you make me see 
wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before 
me; strife and contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice 
never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous; therefore judgment 
comes forth perverted.

Habakkuk wants to know why God is silent while the wicked succeed.  
Habakkuk, like any good Presbyterian, knows that one God is plenty, all 
we need, and that’s Who you and I have business with our whole lives 
long.   God’s the God of everything.  Like any good Presbyterian, Habak-
kuk takes his complaints straight to God, Maker of all.   

Habakkuk is angry with the politicians in Jerusalem who he thinks can’t 
see the ways the Chaldeans want to overpower Judah.  He’s afraid of war 
and ruin.  Most prophets bring God’s word to the people.  Habakkuk, 
echoing Job and the psalmists, takes his questions right to God.   “The 
wickedness that surrounds those of us that are faithful to you is twisting 
and bending Your intentions.   Can You pay attention?  Take charge?”

Ah, theodicy!   The chronic question for we who believe.   If God is good, 
where does evil come from?   How shall we live on the hypotenuse of 
faith?   Through perseverance.  In this season of long nights, when dark-
ness fills our vision rather than light, we take courage retelling the sea-
son’s familiar stories: of Mary, whose trust in God led her through public 
shame and hardship; Joseph, whose tenderness and trust in the vision 
given in a dream strengthens him to support Mary; of Zechariah and Eliz-
abeth who trust when there is no cause for hope; of Simeon and Anna 
who are in their last years when their eyes behold the glory of the   
coming of the Lord when the infant Jesus is brought to be dedicated; of 
shepherds who believe the angels who break open their sleeping eyes 
with flashes; of light and the resounding chorus of “Peace on earth good 
will to all!!” ALL!

Prayer
Oh God, when we are most afraid of You not listening, calm us.  You 
know our messes, the anxieties that frighten us.  Help us learn to place 
our stories within Your story so we can trust and live your larger vision.  
Keep us “joyful though we have considered all the facts”.1 Amen

1Wendell Berry Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front                                            
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December 16, 2022
Malachi 3:6-7
Rev. Laura Reason

6For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have 
not perished. 7Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned 
aside from my statutes and have not kept them.Return to me, and I will 
return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, “How shall we 
return?”

Yesterday, we noticed Habakkuk talks to God, for us.   Today we hear the 
other way prophets operate.  Malachi speaks for God, to us.  “Stop 
faking faith and simply going through the motions.   You wear God out 
with your insincerity.”   Return to me, and I will return to you is what God 
tells us over and over.  I made you in my own image that others might 
see Me in you.  Why can’t you hold up your end?   God is all in.  Are we?  
In the end, the promise of Malachi is this:  God’s likeness, God’s image, 
will be found in us. In 3:2a we learn that God will refine us, purify us, as 
a silversmith refines us.                                                          

What’s Malachi telling us?  The 2003 Seasons of the Spirit (Woodlake) 
tells us of a woman watching a silversmith at work … to see what the pro-
cess is like.  As she watches, the silversmith holds a piece of silver over 
the fire and lets it heat up.   He explains that he needs to hold the silver 
in the middle of the hottest flames in order to burn away all the impuri-
ties. 

The woman thinks about God holding us where the “flames” of life are 
the hottest.  “Can you leave the silver heating and step away?”  No, the 
man says he has to sit there and hold the silver in the hottest flame and 
watch continually because if it is left even a moment too long in the fire 
the silver will be destroyed. “How do you know when the silver is fully 
refined?” “Oh, that’s easy–when I can see my image in it.”  Hmmm.  
Think of the attentive hovering it takes to get you and me to the point 
where God’s face is reflected in our very being so that when people see 
us, they see the reflection of God.  Refining and purifying us is no easy 
task for God, but God’s all in.   Are you?  Malachi reminds us that this is 
the season to prepare to receive the gift of Jesus, who came that we 
might finally realize what humans are supposed to be and do.     

Prayer
 
God, we thank you that "When through fiery trials (our) pathway shall lie, 
(Your) grace, all sufficient, shall be (our) supply; (Your) flame shall not hurt 
(us); (You) only design (our) dross to consume, and (our) gold to refine.”1  
Amen!

1PH #361 “How Firm A Foundation”

PROPHETS



December 17, 2022
Isaiah 40:3–5
Rev. Susan Baller-Shepard

3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.”

And again he said, “To what should I compare the kingdom of God? It is 
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.—Luke 13:20-21 (also in Matthew 13:33)

During the Covid-19 pandemic, many of us lost our minds in the sour 
dough bread craze. We made starter with flour, water, and time. After 
seven days of adjusting water and flour in a jar, pouring some out every 
day, adding new flour and water each day, we had wild yeast, a sour 
dough “starter.” What we soon realized is that it’s a living thing, it has to 
be “fed” and attended to, or it will die. It can be refrigerated and fed 
less often, but still it needs tending. There are some families who have 
tended the same sour dough starter since the Civil War, keeping it going 
from one generation to the next. 

Teaching World Religions often reminded me that someone passed our 
ancient tradition along to us. Followers of Yahweh passed along, by 
word of mouth, the promises and blessings of our Lord. These people 
had to tend these Scriptures, these practices, this faith. The prophets of 
the Hebrew Scriptures came with words of warning and of solace, they 
were activators, like wild yeast, and their messages were recorded as 
well. Our faith has sustenance because of these named and unnamed 
ones who helped in this handing over, in this transfer of hope.

Our message from Isaiah today mentions wilderness, desert places, 
uneven ground. This is where we are to prepare, not in lush locales, but 
outside our comfort zones where it’s riskier, where dependence upon 
God is a must. 
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Prepare. Prepare even here. Prepare where you are. Stop what you’re 
doing. Stop the hubbub. Take time to look up, to watch for the change(s) 
God ushers into our lives. John the Baptist recites these very words to 
usher in the ministry of Jesus, the long-awaited messiah. Neither John 
nor Jesus were who people expected, they did not follow societal 
norms, their vision was set higher. God seems to specialize in sending 
people we don’t expect. God sends people who point us toward the 
Bigger Picture, the lasting promises, to the road home to God.

Our hearts need tending. Our belief in God needs tending to keep it 
healthy, growing, abundant. 

It’s not that God’s not there, it’s that we’ve stopped looking. Advent is a 
wake-up call from both Isaiah and John the Baptist. 

Prepare. Watch. Wait. 

Prayer
Loving God,
You who have been with us for generations, 
When we stop, slow down, listen for You, 
emotions rise up, griefs, unfinished business, homesickness, pain.
These are desert places, wildernesses, rough ground.
Please speak with us here. We seek Your promises, 
Which are new every morning.
Like readying our home for a guest, we ready
Our hearts for these encounters with You. 
We hear You knocking, we open the door. 
Thank You for being there always.
Amen.



December 18, 2022
Luke 1:39–45
Mackenzie Jager

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 
my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greet-
ing, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord.”

As I read Luke 1 in preparation for writing this devotional, one line kept 
echoing in my mind: “Blessed are you among women!” Elizabeth’s 
words about Mary reminded me of another biblical story. But which one?

I leaned back in my office chair and stared at the wall. My eyes started to 
glaze over as I retreated inside my head to search my memory 
bank—and then I saw it. Hanging on the wall amidst a growing collection 
of illustrated portraits of biblical women, was Jael.

Jael’s story is an odd one. In Judges 4, she wins a battle for Israel by 
pounding a tent peg into Commander Sisera’s head while he sleeps 
inside her tent. For this brave and bloody feat, she is called most blessed 
of women.

Jael and Mary: most blessed among women. We know that Mary was 
young, poor, and unmarried. Jael was a foreigner and a tent-dweller. 
They didn’t live in a big city. They didn’t have money or power or influ-
ence. No one expected greatness from Jael or Mary. They were almost 
painfully ordinary! But when their lives took an unexpected turn and 
revolutionary opportunities arose, both women responded with faithful-
ness.
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Jael and Mary were faithful to the opportunities that God placed in their 
paths. I think they also had faithful imaginations. They dared to imagine 
a different world, a different future, and that enabled them to respond 
faithfully when an on-the-run military commander wandered into Jael’s 
tent and also when God told Mary she would carry the Son of God.

What future can you faithfully imagine for your family, your church, your 
town? Can you imagine affordable housing and mental health care, fami-
lies who never go hungry, rivers and lakes free of pollution and garbage? 
Faithful imagination can lead to faithful action. If you can imagine that 
the world could be different, next time God puts an opportunity in your 
path, you might find yourself responding like Jael and Mary. 

We are all painfully ordinary. But with God’s help, we can all be extraordi-
narily faithful. 

Prayer
God, grow our imagination for what’s possible! When we see suffering, 
teach us to respond with compassion instead of apathy. Teach us to be 
faithful like Jael and Mary. Open our eyes to the opportunities around us 
every day, and let our ordinary lives be full of extraordinary faithfulness. 
Amen.



December 19, 2022
Matthew 24:36-44
Jamie Bishop

36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an unexpected hour.

When I first read this passage, I had multiple questions.

How does Jesus not know when he will be returning if The Son, The 
Father, and The Holy Spirit are one, our triune God? Is this about the 
rapture? I thought we’d dismissed this understanding of the rapture but 
here is the language it came from. What is Jesus even talking about? 
How are we to be ready and alert for Christ’s return? 

This is an uncomfortable passage for me to write about because it leaves 
me with more questions than answers. I turned to some commentaries 
and study Bibles, and I started to unpack this text. I realized that my 
questions were ones many people were having but the conclusion was 
that we must focus on Jesus’ command in verse 44, “Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” Or 
we will miss the whole point. 

What was Jesus even talking about? How are we to be ready for the 
coming of Christ? Jesus wants us to be more concerned with what to do 
with the anticipation of his return than concerned about the details of 
how it will happen. He goes on to describe different circumstances in 
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which people were ready and those who were not ready. One of the 
commentaries I read helped me understand this. It says, “Although 
24:4–35 speaks to some extent about the when and what, it does so with 
relative brevity and imprecision. Jesus speaks at more length and detail 
in 24:36–25:46 about the alertness, trustworthiness, and compassion 
that will be required of his disciples until he comes. In a word, they are 
concerned about when he will renew his presence with them, and he is 
concerned about how they will live in his absence.”1 

So, we are left still with questions: How do we live a life of alertness, 
trustworthiness, and compassion that is required of us? How we will we 
implement this in our daily lives? This is a question each one of us must 
answer for ourselves. 

Prayer
God, we pray today that we would answer your call to live our lives that 
way you have asked us to. Help us to find the areas in which we are not 
living out of compassion, help us to look into our hearts and see if we are 
living our lives alert and waiting for you, help us to be good stewards 
and trustworthy with all you have given us until we meet  you again. 
Amen. 

1 Turner, David L. Matthew (Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament).
Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker
Academic, 2008. https://search-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.dbq.edu/login.aspx
direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=477232&site=ehost-live.



December 20, 2022
Luke 3:1–6 
Rev. Mark Ramsey

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words 
of the prophet Isaiah,

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
 make his paths straight.
 5Every valley shall be filled,
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
 and the crooked shall be made straight,
 and the rough ways made smooth;
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”

John appears in the Jordan, proclaiming “Prepare the way of the Lord; 
make God’s paths straight.”  There is no reason to call for straight paths 
unless things are bent and need to be set right.  We experience lives 
where much of our world is bent.  What does it look like to make God’s 
path straight in a bent world like ours?

John speaks truth into a world where the political power of the day has 
sought to bend truth (Caesar is god…we will rule with power and offer a 
shallow peace…) John calls out the bent world and points to the one 
who will make it all straight.  John is not into shallow happy talk or trend-
ing conventional wisdom.  He speaks God’s truth.

John the Baptizer can offer this full-throated proclamation because John 
understands that he is not the center of the universe.  What does it feel 
like to make God’s path straight?   It begins by understanding that you 
and I are not at the center of anything–God is.  Had John not prepared 
the way, and pointed to Jesus rather than himself, Advent would be a 
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season not of waiting but of mistakenly believing it has all been accom-
plished by the latest guru. 

Advent has us waiting for the one savior of the world. Waiting for any-
thing is hard.  Waiting for the savior is humbling. It forces us to admit that 
the world does not operate on our schedule or in our control.  

In the 1930’s in the middle of a world being so bent it was breaking down 
and lashing out, Langston Hughes penned a little poem that began:
   
   I am so tired of waiting,
   Aren’t you,
   For the world to become good
   And beautiful and kind?

But John’s words–and Jesus’ arrival–is the way God tells us to never give 
up on a world that has the God-given capacity to be good and beautiful 
and kind.  That the waiting is full of suffering and pain–particularly for 
those suffering and experiencing injustice most–should only redouble 
our efforts to join John in his urgency.  

John is not pointing to some “sentimental Christmas.” John calls us to 
do the hard work of working with God for a world that is good and beau-
tiful and kind.  John’s call is to trust God who makes every rough place 
smooth and every crooked path straight.

We need that promise–and that presence–now more than ever and so 
we pray with urgency: “Come Lord Jesus.”

Prayer

O God who makes us glad with the yearly expectation of your coming, 
grant that we, who with joy receive your only begotten son as our 
Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he comes to be our 
judge, even your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.



December 21, 2022
Matthew 1:18-25
Rev. Lori Bultemeier 

18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, 
she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph 
her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her 
to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20But after he 
had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She 
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God 
with us”). 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 
him the name Jesus.”

Joseph is an extremely important figure in the life of Jesus and in the 
Christian faith, yet he seems to come and go so quickly in scripture. We 
have no words from Joseph to quote from the Bible. Here’s what we do 
know from Matthew and Luke. He was born in Bethlehem, from the line 
of David, he was a carpenter/craftsman. He was betrothed to Mary when 
she became pregnant. We know the child in her womb is not his. He is a 
righteous man. He has a big problem. 

He and Mary have been betrothed. This is a binding covenant, not just a 
promise or engagement. They are married, although they have not taken 
their final vows or consummated their union. Contracts have been 
signed. Goods have been exchanged. There is no easy way out. Joseph 
will have to divorce her. It would have been typical for a man who found 
himself in this predicament (wife with another man’s baby) to disgrace 
the cheating woman and subject her to public scorn and even punish-
ment unto death. But Joseph loved Mary and planned to divorce her 
quietly. In effect, saying, the fault is mine. I am to blame for her shameful 
condition. People would assume that he was the jerk who got his wife 
pregnant before their final vows. He was ready to take her shame upon 
himself. 
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But then–an angel tells him not to be afraid to stay with Mary and further 
commands him to name the child Jesus. And Joseph is obedient in all 
these things. He took the final vows with Mary, took the public gossip 
too. He even gave up the right to name his son–and in doing so, fully 
accepted his role as adoptive/earthly father to the Son of God. 

When I get to heaven, I’m looking forward to having a chat with Joe. I 
wonder what he and Jesus talked about in the woodshop. Jesus appren-
ticed under his care, learning the trade, the faith, and life lessons. In 
Joseph we see a model of sacrificial love and commitment. I think we 
can agree, Jesus had two amazing Fathers. 

Prayer
Dear Father God, thank you for fathers who love and guide us through 
life. Thank you for men who step in when our earthly fathers cannot love 
us in the ways we need to be loved. Thank you for the community of 
believers who see us as family and fill in the spaces that are craving con-
nection. Help us to be mindful of ways that we men and women of faith 
can be mentors to those who need to see Christ in their world, not just 
in a book or in a church. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



December 22, 2022
Luke 2:8-14
Rev. Trey Haddon

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in 
a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

This past year there have been many moments where it seemed there 
was no room. Watching as people are being divided from families all over 
the world, especially in our own country. Seeing the youngest and most 
innocent of our society being afraid to even go to school. Knowing of the 
disasters that surround us each and every month, week, and day. It seems 
that there is no room for healthy conversation, no room for insightful 
dialogue, no room for anything that can bring hope. 

Within our own church community, we can become so worried about 
budgets, payments, things that need to be done. We can be the first to 
say that Jesus is here, that God is with us. But do we leave room for God 
at the table in our committee meetings, our decisions, our process and 
discernment?

Outside our walls—at work—in all other areas of life, we all get caught up 
in our own world. Squeezing time to fit our work life, with our family life, 
with our friend life, with all of the other life that we want and need. With 
the hustle and bustle of moving around, stopping to spend time with 
God or think about Jesus this can seem a bit consuming and taxing. 
There just doesn’t seem to be any room left.
 
The irony, this isn’t new to the story of Jesus.

The baby Jesus was sent outside of the town. He was not allowed to be 
placed where there was suitable room, no matter the plausible condition. 
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But instead, he was sent to sleep with the animals. He was given cloths 
to be held in— not given jewels, not promised a throne, not offered any 
kind of prestige. In fact, for the locals in the area, there was not even 
mention to his birth.

Holding onto such a faith that has a savior born in this way, shown to the 
world and left out of sight—this gives me hope. Not seeing God come 
down or hear a booming voice in my own life, it gives me hope knowing 
that God works in the everyday. That Jesus showed up on the scene for 
shepherds who were out in the everyday world, watching their flock. 
That even when there didn’t seem to be room, God still found a way to 
find and introduce the baby Jesus to God’s people.
 

Prayer
God that shows up over and over again, during this Advent season let us 
see your light as our solution. Even when we become too caught up in 
ourselves, give us eyes that are ready and able to find signs of your hope 
in all that we meet. Make us people that are searching you out and shar-
ing your love. Amen. 



December 23, 2022
Luke 2:29-32 
Jamie Bishop

29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to 
your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have pre-
pared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gen-
tiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

My mother has been awaiting grandchildren for years. She was ecstatic 
when she found out my brother and his wife were expecting a baby. 
During the pregnancy, my sister-in-law kept my mom up to date on how 
the baby was growing, and the excitement just kept building. When the 
day finally came for her granddaughter to be born, my mom was filled 
with excitement and anxiety. Would the delivery go smoothly? When 
would she be able to make it to Michigan to meet her granddaughter? 
After months and years of anticipation, the day had finally come.

My mom and I traveled to Michigan to meet the new baby, and we 
arrived just as the new parents arrived back home. Witnessing my broth-
er lay his newborn baby girl into my mom’s arms was the most beautiful 
moment I have ever seen. The room could not hold all the love and joy 
coming from this most glorious meeting. When I held her, I experienced 
that same overwhelming joy. Even in their exhaustion, my brother and 
his wife lived in that moment of pure joy with us. You can’t help but smile 
ear-to-ear when seeing your mom hold her grandchild for the first time!
 
I imagine the meeting between Mary, Joseph, Jesus, and Simeon held 
the same kind of joy. They didn’t know Simeon, but Simeon had been 
waiting to meet the Messiah for years. The text doesn’t give us much 
detail about the scene, but I imagine that Mary and Joseph were blur-
ry-eyed with exhaustion, full of joy, and jittery with nerves as they dedi-
cated their baby to the Lord.

And then, from around the corner, came an old man. He approached 
with all the joy and wonder of a grandparent meeting his grandchild for 
the first time. Confused and amazed, Mary and Joseph listened to what 
Simeon had to say. They may have been thinking to themselves, “How 
does this man know that Jesus is the promised Messiah? We’re still trying 
to wrap our heads around it!” 
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Like Simeon awaited the arrival of the Messiah, and my mom awaited the 
arrival of a grandchild, so we wait on Jesus’ return. We wait with hope 
and joy and anxiety, and sometimes it feels like the day will never come. 
But, I trust, that Jesus will return. He’s coming! He’s on the way! And 
when he lives and reigns among us again, all our waiting will pay off and 
we’ll be overwhelmed with joy.
 

Prayer
God, sometimes we lose. We stop living as if you’re coming back. Would 
you renew our hope and anticipation during this season of Advent know-
ing that we have hope you will restore everything back to yourself? 
Amen. 



December 24, 2022
John 1:1–5
Mackenzie Jager

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not over-
come it.

From beginning to end, Genesis to Revelation, God has been at work in 
our world. Before a single planet or atom took shape, God was present 
and full of love and grace. In the person of Jesus Christ, God came to be 
with us in a special way, but there has never been even a millisecond 
when God’s loving presence wasn’t echoing through the universe.

All along, God has been with us. And all along, God had a plan to rescue 
us.

All along, through thousands of years, through generations of slavery 
and war and exile for the Hebrew people, everything was leading up to 
this moment in God’s rescue plan. To this moment when God would take 
on human flesh, come into the world as one of us, and redeem and 
restore everything that was broken.

The Jesus Storybook Bible puts it like this: “God was coming to help his 
people, just as he had promised in the beginning. But how would he 
come? What would he be like? What would he do? … The earth held its 
breath. As silent as snow falling, he came in. And when no one was look-
ing, in the darkness, he came.”

In the darkness, he came. Like a flashlight switched on during a power 
outage. Like a lamppost glowing on a wintry street corner. Like a light-
house guiding ships to safety. Jesus Christ came into a world of shadows 
and lit it up.

Into our world of pain, fear, and despair, Jesus entered like a comet 
streaking across an inky summer sky. The shadows haven’t been fully 
banished yet, but by Christ’s light, we can see the truth. In the glow of 
Christ’s light, we can keep our hope warm. 
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Stars grow old and die. Fires burn out. Lightbulbs shatter. But Christ is 
eternal. God’s faithfulness and love cannot and will not end. All the pain 
and all the centuries in the world cannot dim Christ’s love or Christ’s 
power. 

We trust this eternal good news: “The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.”

Prayer
Holy Word of God, before time began, you were there. You have always 
been with us, and we bless you and honor you. Like your chosen people 
waited for you to come and rescue them, we now await your return. As 
we celebrate the way you came and lived among us and as we eagerly 
await your second coming, keep our eyes and hearts fixed on you. Be 
our true light. Amen.



December 25, 2022
John 1:1–5
Rev. Trey Haddon

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not over-
come it.

The beginning of John comes at us from a perspective unlike what we 
see and think of as any kind of Christmas Story. We don’t see any angels, 
or magi, or shepherds. We don’t even read of Mary or Joseph, not even 
the baby Jesus. There is nothing that takes us to a place where Jesus was 
born in a manger because there was no room for him in the inn.

We do, however, read of the Word.

   “In the beginning was the Word, 
   and the Word was with God, 
   and the Word was God.”

Starting his gospel John goes all the way back to the very beginning— 
all the way back to Genesis. The word has been present since the start! 
All things have come into being. This is light, this is darkness, this is 
creation itself, and all of this was formed by God. 

This is the most important message I could possibly think to share with 
you on Christmas Day. Yes, it’s important to have fellowship and care with 
loved ones on such a day. But the real reason we are here; the reason we 
have Advent at all; the reason that any of us know love, can share peace, 
have and understand hope, is because Jesus came and shared his life, 
love, message, teachings, and hope with the world. The reason we cele-
brate Christmas is not to celebrate his birth as a one-time event, but to 
celebrate and prepare for Jesus’ return. 
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Why is advent so important?

Frederick Buechner has this to say:

We have it in us to be Christs to each other... 
We have it in us to work miracles of love and healing 
as well as to have them worked upon us. 
And in the meantime, this side of Paradise,
it is our business to speak with our hearts and to bear witness to, 
and live out of, and live toward,
and live by the true word of this holy story 
as it seeks to stammer itself forth through the holy stories of us all.1 

Amen.

1 A Room to Remember: Uncollected Pieces. (San Francisco: Harper Collins Books, 1992)
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