
 
Acts: Week 8 

 
 

Groups  
Sermon Guide 
 

Acts 20-28 | Divine Encounters  
 
 
 Open in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to 
guide you as you gather and to draw you 
closer to God and one another. 
 

 Allow a few minutes for members of the 
Group to share a “high” or “low” from their 
week.   
 

 What struck you, surprised you, or 
challenged you from the message this past 
Sunday? 
 

 Throughout Acts 20-28 Paul has the chance 
to share a Christian witness with former 
colleagues and Jewish brothers in Jerusalem 
(Paul’s old “stomping grounds”), before 
Roman soldiers, the chief priests and the 
Sanhedrin, to Judean governors Felix and 
Festus—as well as King Agrippa II, with the 
guards, crew, and other prisoners of the ship 
taking him to Rome (as well as a household on 
Malta during their shipwreck), and eventually 
to Jewish leaders in Rome.  
 

• God still arranges divine encounters—
regular opportunities for us to share 
his love if we’re open. How could you 
be more open and attuned to the Holy 
Spirit throughout the day? 

 

• Discuss what it means to be willing but 
not weird when it comes to being a 
witness for Christ. 

 

 Read 1 Cor. 2:3-5, 10:10; 2 Cor. 11:6  
Paul was clearly not an eloquent or articulate 
speaker. Yet, for him—as for us, the power is 
in the message, not the messenger. 

 

• What most often keeps you from 
talking to unchurched people about 
Christ or inviting them to church?  

 

• Do you have any meaningful 
relationships with unchurched people? 
If not, how could you develop some? 

 

• Read & discuss: It’s your humanness 
that people relate to, not your 
perfection. Your weakness, submitted 
to Christ, becomes your strength.  

 
 Pastor Matt noted that exactly how and 
what Paul shared varied based on the 
situation. Discuss what it means for the 
message to match the moment.   
 

• Paul never gives an “invitation” in Acts. 
In fact, there’s not a single invitation 
given in the entire book of Acts. How 
do people come to faith without the 
modern invitation model? 

 

• What are some built-in opportunities 
we have to share Christ’s love with 
others? (People are most open when 
they’re experiencing trouble, 
transition, or tension) 

 

• Who can you start praying for today? 
Is there an unchurched neighbor, 
acquaintance, friend, coworker, or 
classmate God has put on your heart? 
Share their name with the group and 
pray for all the names collectively. 
 

CLOSING OUT SUMMER GROUPS  
 

 Ask everyone to share what’s been the best 
part of Summer Home Groups for them. How 
have they grown in Christ? 
 

 Thank the host for opening their home 
each week and the members for participating. 
 

 Remind everyone that Midweek kicks off 
Wednesday, August 24!  


