
 December Events at Highland…….. 

 PRESCHOOL - Birth thru 4 years old 

 
From the ADMINISTRATOR 

Ben Howse 

 STUDENTS  - 7th Grade & Up 

 CHILDREN - K5 thru 6th Grade 

Ben 

  

 
From the WORSHIP PASTOR 

Dave Hook 

 

Sundays         9:15   &   10:30 
Wednesdays 

6 p.m. 

December is one of my favorite months of the year, and I know it is for 
many others, too. Since I was a boy, this season has brought                
excitement, hope, and joy. The true meaning of Christmas and the       
reason for all that hope and joy didn't register with me until I was       
older. Now I fully understand that Jesus is the true reason for the           
season. I am grateful for so many blessings God has given us.  
 

Brother Dave is working with the choir to purchase new chairs for the 
stage, and we will be conducting a fund-raiser for this need. Our        
worship budget is tight, and there are more Christmas program needs. 
The compliments on our morning worship services have been             
inundating in a good way. Thanks for your response and attendance. 
The Lord has unquestionably blessed us with Brother Dave and           
Luanne. 
 

Overall, financially Highland Church is still on sound footing. As in 
the past, I expect a good offering for November and December. So, we 
should finish 2022 well and within budget. More renovation for 2023 
will depend on our members' generosity over the next few months. 
With God's guidance, we will manage His funds responsibly and 
stretch them as far as possible. 
 

Please pray for your staff as we plan for next year's programs, events, 
and worship series. Much preparation goes into developing a schedule 
that comes from our listening to God's direction. Be safe over the          
holidays and worship with the adoration of our Lord. 
 

Thanks again for your prayers, support, and encouragement. 
 

Have a Blessed December, 

Sunday          
Mornings 

 

9:15  & 10:30 

Sunday Mornings 
at 9:15  

 

Wednesdays at 
6 p.m. 

  12 /4 - Neita Barron’s Sunday School class Christmas party 
 
  12/ 6 - Highland Learning Center’s Christmas program 
 
  12/ 7 - Senior adult Christmas luncheon, program, Bible study 
   Menu: Fried catfish with all the trimmings 
 
  12/ 8 - Women’s ministry ugly sweater party & gift exchange 
 
  12/ 9 - Husbands/Johnson/Walters Sunday School class Christmas party 
 
  12/11 - Lottie Moon Mission Offering Emphasis 
 
  12/11 - Annual Business meeting following morning worship 
      
  12/11 - Sonny Saul’s Sunday School class Christmas party 
 
  12/14 - Pre-School  & Children departments Christmas party 
 
  12/14 - Student Ministry Christmas party 
 
  12/18 - Celebration Choir Christmas presentation 
 
  12/18 - Finance committee meeting 
 
  12/24 - Christmas Eve 
 
  12/25 - Christmas Day 
                 Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.  
       No other services on this day. 
 
  12/26 - Church offices will be closed 
 
  12/31 - New Year’s Eve 
  
 
 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

Highland’s Goal 
$20,000 

There are 19 Christmas gift 
bags labeled for our           
homebound/shut-in           

members, along with a list of 

names, on the table in the      
Senior Adult Wing.  Please 

take time to address a        
Christmas card to each one 
and drop them in the bags.  
Deadline to bring cards is      

December 11th. 

 
We ask also that you bring 

Christmas cards for the men 
at The Mission.  There are 

currently 30 residents. 
Make out your cards, bundle 

the 30 together, and place 
them in the designated box 

located at the iServe Center. 

Bro. Dave 

All around the world, Christians will be celebrating the season of Advent. This is a 
time to enter into the story of Christmas and what we call the magnificent mystery 
of the incarnation - God the Son come to earth in human flesh, to dwell among us 
and bring salvation as the one true Lord and Savior of all (John 1). 
The word Advent comes from the Latin means “come into”  - Jesus came into the 
world for us. Advent is all about looking back at the profound wonder of his Jesus 
came and looking forward  with expectancy and faith for His glorious return. We 
continue to wait and watch with hope for Christ to come again. There are many 
verses that frame the significance of the Advent season; Galatians 4:4 reminds of 
how the believers of old waited centuries for Immanuel, “But when the fullness of 
time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,” and 
2 Peter 3:30 speaks of how we are waiting for the second Advent, when the the 
Lord will renew and recreate all things according to His sovereign plan and      
purpose. 

will use an Advent wreath and light one candle a week during worship,              
symbolizing Christ as the light of the world and guiding our journey We will be 
using a non-traditional Advent wreath and schedule which will include a sixth 
candle, which will transition us from Advent, to the new year and what Christians 
have traditionally called the time of Epiphany, which focuses upon the journey of 
the Magi to Jesus. Each candle of the wreath will symbolize a particular theme or 
focus for the week.  

Highland will be celebrating Advent in our gathered worship times beginning     
November 27. We will use an Advent wreath and light a candle symbolizing 
Christ as the light of the world and the significance of HIs birth and will provide a 
weekly devotional guide for your personal/family use as well. Each devotion has 
been prepared by a member of our pastoral and ministerial staff! During worship 
will be using a more non-traditional Advent set which will include a sixth candle 
that will act as a transition from Advent to the new year, and what Christians have 
called the season of the Epiphany, which focuses upon the journey of the Magi to 
Jesus. Each candle of the wreath will symbolize a particular theme or focus. Here 
is a list of our themes for the next 6 weeks: 

Nov. 27 - The Light of Truth 
December 4 - The Light of Victory 
December 11 - The Light of Proclamation 
December 18 - The Light of Adoration 
December 25 - The Christ Candle 
January 1 - The Light of Salvation 

Let me encourage you to do a few things in preparation for our celebration: 

Here’s how you need to prepare… 

1. Set up an Advent wreath in your own home. There are a number of places 
online you can research and purchase, or just make your own. It can be as simple as just a 
set of candles….or just use the same candle each week. There is nothing magical about an 
actual wreath. The key is that we all are joining together as we enter into and reflect upon 
our hope and salvation in Christ in a unified manner, in both our worship gatherings and at 
home throughout the week.  

2. Set time aside 1 day weekly to celebrate on your own, with friends or with 
family. Make it a part of your at-home prayer and study schedule, close out a family  
dinner with the Advent devotion for the week or include an Advent focus during a small 
group or special gathering of friends. Again, the key is to set time the time aside. 10-15 
minutes 1 day a week  is more than plenty for this! 

3. Make sure you download the devotional guide or pick one up at church. 
We will be providing hard copies starting November 27 and posting digital copies on our 
website/app as well. 

We pray that, through this unique time of reflection, celebration and worship, you 
and your family will encounter the depth and meaning of Christmas in very        
special and faith-renewing ways this year, and that you would move closer into a 
fuller and more authentic relationship with the Christ of Christmas! 

Grace and Peace to You, 



OUR STAFF 

Weekly Schedule 

  

 
 

Eric Estes 
Senior Pastor 

Kody James 
Student Pastor 

Dave Hook 
Worship & Arts Pastor 

Ben Howse 
Church Administrator 

Shannon Jordan 
Director of Pre-School Ministry & Highland Learning Center 

Kaleigh Smith 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

Amy Lawson 
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 

Ansley Wilson 
Graphics & Social Media Coordinator 

Ford Hedden 
Worship Technology Coordinator 

 

Karen Williams 
Administrative Ministry Assistant 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday - 8 :00 a.m-5:00  p.m. 
Closed on Fridays 

Contact Information 
601-428-8493 - Church Office 

pastorsoffice@highlandchurch.net 
601-425-4225 - Highland Learning Center 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 
Worship Ministry Rehearsal 

8:30 a.m. - Sanctuary 
Adult Life Groups – All Ages - Various Locations on Campus 

9:15 a.m.  
Pre-School - Birth thru 4 years old - Pre-School Hall 
Life Group - 9:15 a.m.          Large Group - 10:30 a.m. 

Children - K5 thru 6th Grade -  Children’s Hall/Gap Wing 
Life Group - 9:15 a.m.           Large Group - 10:30 a.m. 

Students - 7th Grade thru College - Student Building 
Life Group - 9:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. - Sanctuary 

Celebration Choir Rehearsal 
4:15 p.m. - Choir Room 

 

SUNDAY EVENING 
Check all Social Media outlets and printed resources for December’s  

Schedule of Events 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Mid-Week Morning Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 
Lunch is served on the first Wednesday of each month.                               

Christmas Party Menu: Fried catfish with all the trimmings 
Mid-Week Evening Services 

Meal will be at 5:30, Bible Study at 6:30 - Gym 
Pre-School Mid-Week Study & Activities 

6:00 p.m. - Pre-School Hall 
Children’s Mid-Week Study & Activities 

6:00 p.m. - Children’s Hall 
Student’s Mid-Week Study & Activities 

6:00 p.m. - Student Building 

Sermon Broadcast Schedule 
 

Highland Church App 
Download from your APP store. 

 

Facebook Live Stream 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. and Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. 

 

Website 
www.highlandchurch.net 

 

TV Broadcast on ACTS TV, Channel 95 (Comcast) 
Wednesday’s Service: 

Monday-8 a.m.; Tuesday-8 p.m.; Friday-11a.m. 
Sunday’s Service 

Sunday-4 p.m.; Thursday-11 a.m. & 8 p.m. 
 

YOUTUBE 
Highland Church Laurel 

From the SENIOR PASTOR 
Eric Estes 

December 
2022 

Informer 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year!! I love that song, and I love the holiday 
seasons. I especially love this time of the year with a church family. 
 

What an incredible semester it has been as we have spent the past 8 weeks     
looking at some of the “One Another’s” of the New Testament. Most                 
importantly, we have talked about community and the Body of Christ. Those 
truths have been reinforced on Sunday evening with our small groups. It has 
been such a blessing. We will be what God has called us to be at Highland when 
we begin to live out these “One Another’s” in community. We need it as brothers 
and sisters, and the world desperately needs to see a difference. 
 

There are so many highlights coming in December. Sunday, December 11 will 
be our Lottie Moon Manger Offering Sunday. During the morning service we 
will be receiving our annual offering for our international missionaries in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 100% of every penny given during the Christmas 
season goes directly to our missionaries on the ground all over the world. We are 
asking you to bring your gifts on one Sunday morning. I am calling it our        
birthday gift to Jesus. Will you pray about what God would have you give and 
give generously? 
 

Our choir will be blessing us with their Christmas presentation on Sunday      
morning, December 18 during the service. This will include singers of all ages, 
many instruments, and, most importantly, a God-honoring time of celebrating the 
coming of Jesus. Invite a friend to join us for that morning service. 
 

As we are into December we are encouraging you to participate with your church 
family in our Advent Devotional. We are going to be observing the Advent    
Candles each Sunday as a part of our worship services. We are also making a 
devotional available to you and your family to participate with as we walk 
through the Christmas season and the advent of our Lord. That devotional is 
available online and in-person. We encourage you to participate with us as we 
turn our hearts to Christ’s coming and the reasons why He came. 
 

Christmas and New Year fall on Sunday this year. That is always a special time. 
For our Sunday morning services those two days we are going to modify the 
schedule. There will be no Sunday School on either day. We will have one       
service both Sunday’s at 10:00 a.m. I know that many of you will possible be 
traveling and out of town, but I also know that many of you will have guests to 
bring with you to worship. We look forward to celebrating those two special 
days together. 
 

With the end of the year we are bringing to a conclusion our church budget year. 
God has been good to us. The past two years have been very unstable times     
financially from Covid to a recession. The Lord has provided through the giving 
of His people, but not all of His people give faithfully or at all. We know that a 
small percentage (29%) of our folks at Highland contribute, yet their                 
contributions make up 80-90% of our giving. That is amazing for many reasons. 
One of the truths behind those statistics is that we are really in an amazing         
position to do so many things for God’s Kingdom if more would commit to give. 
The resources are right here amongst us. Would you think about becoming        
faithful in your giving? Would you help us finish the year strongly in 2022? The 
Lord is going to do great things. I hope that you will be a part of it. 
 

As we think about the end of the year, Christmas, and the New Year I am           
overwhelmed at all that God has done in our church family this year. We are so 
blessed. We have a full staff for the first time in a long time, and I believe we 
have the finest staff in all of the land. I am grateful to serve alongside of them 
and to partner with all of you. 
 

Merry Christmas to you!! 

Bro. Eric & Maria 

Wednesday Night Menus for December 

  7 - Enchilada Soup 

 14 - Pot Luck 

No meals will be served on December 21st & 28th. 

  


