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Educating our 
Children:
Biblical Basis

January 29, 2023



Barna research 
shows 64% of 
Christian kids 
stop going to 
church

A recent survey conducted by the Barna Group, a leading research 
organization whose focus is on the relationship of faith and culture, 
found that less than 1 percent of the young adult population in the 
United States has a biblical worldview. Even more startling, the data 
shows that less than one half of one percent of Christians between 
the ages of 18 and 23 has a biblical worldview.

• absolute moral truth exists
• the Bible is completely inerrant
• Satan is a real being, not symbolic
• a person cannot earn his way into the kingdom of God 
through good works
• Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth
• God is the supreme Creator of the heavens and the earth and 
reigns over the whole universe today
This is down from 59% only 6 years ago



More on Barna
and walking 
away?

Watch Video Here

https://youtu.be/4YOkpz_WDaM


Christian 
Worldview on 
the decline in 
high school 
age kids

4

Greg goes 
to school

Joshua and 
Rachel go to 

school



Statistically, 
your kids can 
beat these 
odds
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"Did God 
Really say 
that?"

 Genesis 3:1 ESV

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field 
that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”

 Satan is the deceiver and his best technique are lies that are close 
to the truth, but disastrously different

 Genesis 3:4-5 ESV

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”

 The current Social crisis is NOT NEW, but rooted in the oldest 
temptation.

 So, why now? Currently many ideas opposed to a Christian 
worldview are being codified into Law and curriculum. We'd like to 
talk about, and help equip.
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Big Agenda

Date Topics

Today Biblical principles for education

2/5/23 Understanding the culture and how it impacts our children

2/12/23 Public education worldview

2/19/23 Christian School option:  Best practices and resources, and parents 
roundtable

2/26/23 Public school option:  Best practices and resources, and parents 
roundtable

3/5/23 Homeschool option:  Best practices and resources, and parents 
roundtable
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Today’s 
Agenda
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God’s charge
 To parents
 Special charge to fathers
 Protection from harm

What should we be teaching
 Biblical things
 Non-Biblical things (meaning not explained in 

Bible, not against)

Some Biblical truths under attack
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God’s Charge to Parents: To Know and Love God (1)

 3 John 1:4 ESV

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.

 Deuteronomy 6:1-2 ESV

“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules— that the LORD your God commanded me to teach 
you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, [2] that you may fear the LORD 
your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I 
command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long.

 Proverbs 22:6 ESV

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.
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This is our (not anyone else’s) job.  Which 
comes with joy and Blessings
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God’s Charge to Parents: To Know and Love God (2)

 Deuteronomy 4:9-10 ESV

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they 
depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children's children —
how on the day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me, ‘Gather the people to 
me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, 
and that they may teach their children so.’

 Judges 2:6-10 ESV

When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take possession of the 
land. [7] And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel. [8] And Joshua the son of Nun, the 
servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years. [9] And they buried him within the boundaries of his 
inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. [10] And all that 
generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not 
know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel.

10
The danger of forgetting is real



11

Fundamentals of what should be taught (2)

 Deuteronomy 6:4-7 ESV

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
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We do this constantly…
Who is constantly pouring into you kids?
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God’s Special Call to Fathers

 Ephesians 6:4 ESV

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

 Psalm 78:5-8 ESV

He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach to 
their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to 
their children, so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments; and that they should not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a 
generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God.

12

The call especially falls on fathers
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God’s Charge: Protection from harm

 Leviticus 20:1-5 ESV

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Say to the people of Israel, Any one of the people of Israel or of the strangers 
who sojourn in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech shall surely be put to death. The people of the land 
shall stone him with stones. I myself will set my face against that man and will cut him off from among his 
people, because he has given one of his children to Molech, to make my sanctuary unclean and to profane my 
holy name. And if the people of the land do at all close their eyes to that man when he gives one of his children 
to Molech, and do not put him to death, then I will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut 
them off from among their people, him and all who follow him in whoring after Molech.
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We are charged to protect our children.  Consider that 
consequences of actions in our youth can affect our whole 
life.
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Teach your children a Biblical World view and to Fear the LORD

 Deuteronomy 11:1-7 ESV

“You shall therefore love the LORD your God and keep his charge, his statutes, his rules, and his commandments 
always. And consider today (since I am not speaking to your children who have not known or seen it), consider 
the discipline of the LORD your God, his greatness, his mighty hand and his outstretched arm, his signs and his 
deeds that he did in Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all his land, and what he did to the army of Egypt, 
to their horses and to their chariots, how he made the water of the Red Sea flow over them as they pursued after 
you, and how the LORD has destroyed them to this day, and what he did to you in the wilderness, until you came 
to this place, and what he did to Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, son of Reuben, how the earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed them up, with their households, their tents, and every living thing that followed them, in 
the midst of all Israel. For your eyes have seen all the great work of the LORD that he did.

Proverbs 1:7 ESV

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.

14

We teach the knowledge and truth that leads to a 
Biblical Worldview and to fear the LORD
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Teach Wisdom

Proverbs 4:1-11 ESV

Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, [2] for I give you good precepts; 
do not forsake my teaching. [3] When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, 
[4] he taught me and said to me, “Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments, and live. [5] Get 
wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth. [6] Do not forsake her, 
and she will keep you; love her, and she will guard you. [7] The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and 
whatever you get, get insight. [8] Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her. 
[9] She will place on your head a graceful garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.” [10] Hear, my son, 
and accept my words, that the years of your life may be many. [11] I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have 
led you in the paths of uprightness.

Teaching wisdom and insight that protects and guards
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Teach them to know and love God’s word

Psalm 119:9-16 ESV

[9] How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.

[10] With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments!

[11] I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.

[12] Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes!

[13] With my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth.

[14] In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches.

[15] I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways.

[16] I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word.

Delight in God’s word.  Know God’s word
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Universal things that should be taught

 Proverbs 22:13 ESV

The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside! I shall be killed in the streets!”

 Proverbs 22:29 ESV

Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.

 Psalm 78:70-72 ESV

He chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds;  from following the nursing ewes he brought him 
to shepherd Jacob his people, Israel his inheritance. With upright heart he shepherded them and guided them 
with his skillful hand.

17

We are charged to teach value of work and skills.



world·view
(noun)
a particular 
philosophy of 
life or 
conception of 
the world.

Self

Sense:
See, hear, 

taste, smell, 
feel

Think:
emote, 

perceive, solve, 
judge, decide, 

reason

Act:
Orient, move, 
communicate

Knowledge: beliefs, 
certainties, opinions

Worldview: epistemology, 
metaphysics, cosmology, 

teleology, theology 
anthropology, axiology

John 20:30-31 ESV
Now Jesus did many 
other signs in the 
presence of the 
disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 
[31] but these are 
written so that you 
may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by 
believing you may 
have life in his name.

This is a 
bidirectional 

flow



Everyone has a 
WorldView

Watch Video Here

https://youtu.be/VXnSE0uvwzM
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Comparison of Competing Worldviews

“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” 
Colossians 2:8

Man Centered God Centered Where found

View of God Atheism or God not relevant Theism Gen 1:1

View of Man Evolutionary Special Creation, Image of God Gen 1:26

View of Truth Truth is relative, my truth Truth is absolute Showing 0 results for 
maybe

View of Knowledge Naturalistic General and Special Revelation Rom 1:19-23

View of Ethics Cultural and Personal, what I 
feel and believe

Absolute and Universal Deut 12:8

Purpose of Education My Fulfillment, job skills, 
social activism

Wisdom, Character, and to know 
and love God

Deut 6:1-2

Highest Value Autonomy of man Glorification of God Psa 8:4-6
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God exists… From the beginning to the end.

Genesis 1:1 ESV

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Revelation 21:6 ESV

And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
from the spring of the water of life without payment.

No room for Atheism here.
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Man was created, in the image of God

Genesis 1:26 ESV

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.”

James 3:7-10 ESV

For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, [8] 
but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. [9] With it we bless our Lord 
and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. [10] From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.

All men and woman bear the image God (and should be 
treated as such)
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Knowledge is from God

Romans 1:18-23 ESV

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. [19] For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. [20] For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
[21] For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. [22] Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things.

Knowledge has been revealed by God, in creation, and by 
his WORD.
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Ethics is not Personal, but Absolute and Universal

Deuteronomy 12:8-9 ESV

“You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, everyone doing whatever is right in his own eyes, 
[9] for you have not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance that the LORD your God is giving you.

Everyone with personal code of ethics has been tried…
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Purpose of Education

Deuteronomy 6:1-2 ESV

“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules— that the LORD your God commanded me to teach 
you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, [2] that you may fear the 
LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, 
which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long.

God’s commandments and worldview are the foremost 
thing to teach
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Highest Value

Psalm 8:4-6 ESV

what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? [5] Yet you have made him a 
little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. [6] You have given him dominion 
over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet,

We are not about glorification of man, but glorification of 
God.
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Things we can do

 Daily Devotions

 Church resources

 Inform yourself (see Bibliography in the back?)

 Get involved with Awana/Kid’s Church

 How do we spend our Time, Treasure, Talents, what 
does this say?  (Our kids see EVERYTHING…)

 Where do our kids spend their time, who do they 
spend it with…
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Next week:

Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer is Pastor Emeritus of The Moody Church 
where he served as the Senior Pastor for 36 years. He earned a 
B.Th. from Winnipeg Bible College, a Th.M. from Dallas 
Theological Seminary, a M.A. in Philosophy from Loyola 
University, and an honorary LL.D. from the Simon Greenleaf 
School of Law. He is the featured speaker on three radio 
programs that are heard on more than 1,000 outlets in the 
United States and around the world: Running to Win, Moody 
Church Hour, and Songs in the Night.
Pastor Lutzer is also an award-winning author of 
numerous books including: "No Reason To Hide" (2022), "We 
Will Not Be Silenced" (Bestseller…)
Understanding the culture and how it impacts our children



29


	Slide Number 1
	Barna research shows 64% of Christian kids stop going to church
	Slide Number 3
	Christian Worldview on the decline in high school age kids
	Statistically, your kids can beat these odds
	"Did God Really say that?"
	Big Agenda
	Today’s Agenda
	God’s Charge to Parents: To Know and Love God (1)
	God’s Charge to Parents: To Know and Love God (2)
	Fundamentals of what should be taught (2)
	God’s Special Call to Fathers
	God’s Charge: Protection from harm
	Teach your children a Biblical World view and to Fear the LORD
	Teach Wisdom
	Teach them to know and love God’s word
	Universal things that should be taught
	world·view (noun)�a particular philosophy of life or conception of the world.
	Everyone has a WorldView
	Comparison of Competing Worldviews
	God exists… From the beginning to the end.
	Man was created, in the image of God
	Knowledge is from God
	Ethics is not Personal, but Absolute and Universal
	Purpose of Education
	Highest Value
	Things we can do
	Next week:
	Slide Number 29

