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Agenda
 Introduction

Context with last two classes
Logistics/resources
Our kids

Brief History of education in America
How did we get here?

Specific Concerns about public schools
Outside forces influencing schools
Conclusion
Next Classes

“Train up a child in the 
way he should go; and 
even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.”  

Proverbs 22:6

“Education is not a subject and 
does not deal in subjects.  It is 
instead a transfer of a way of 
life.”
G.K. Chesterton



Why is the 
decline 
happening in 
public and 
Christian 
schools?
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Brief History of Education in America
From America’s founding until about the 1830’s, education 
was at home or led by churches
 “As late as the 1830’s it was noted in America that 

education was everywhere in the hands of the 
Protestant clergy.”  Alexis De Tocqueville

Children received a classical Christian education
 The Bible was foundational
 Grammar & rhetoric, Great Books

Churches established many of the great universities with 
the mission to train ministers and advance the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  

Education was seen as passing down the received wisdom 
and knowledge from generation to generation, especially 
as taught in the scriptures.  God Centered

Excerpt from New England Primer used 
from 1688 to the 1830’s—6-8 million copies 
sold
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Progressive Education Revolution
From the 1840’s to 1930s public education was slowly 
established, led by reformers like Mann and Dewey.  
 Horace Mann believed that universal, free, non -sectarian 

schools and professional teachers were necessary for a 
republic.   Public schools were born

 John Dewey was an atheist and secular humanist, and 
rejected classical education with its goal of transmitting 
wisdom and knowledge to the next generation.   
Progressive education was born.

 Rejected transcendent truth, advocated for pragmatic, 
child centered education

 Saw education as a means of social reform

 He and other progressives worked to  remove the 
Christian and classical roots from American education

 Taught philosophy of education at Columbia Teachers 
College; His disciples brought progressive education to 
teacher’s colleges across the USA

 A secular foundation was set, Man centered

Dewey and Potter were colleagues & signatories 
to the Humanist Manifesto in 1933

Dewey helped 
found the First 
Humanist 
Society of NY
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Supreme Court Decisions on Public Schools

 Engel v Vitale (1962)—School sponsored prayer (in classrooms) 
prohibited

 Abington School District v Schempp et al (1963)—prohibited the 
reading of Bible verses

 Lemon vs Kurtzman (1971)—government laws and action must 
have a “secular purpose” and avoid “excessive entanglement” 
with religion

 Wallace v Jaffree (1985)—struck down state law requiring a 
minute of silence

 Lee v Weisman (1992)—School sponsored prayer at school 
activities (e.g., graduation) prohibited

 Santa Fe Independent School District vs Doe (2000)—student led 
prayer prohibited at school activities

 Cole v Oroville Union High School District (2000)—school can 
deny valedictorian to speak if school judges it “sectarian”

 Kennedy v Bremerton School District (2022)—government 
schools may not suppress an individual praying at a school event 
(effectively overturned Lemon decision)

 Carson v Makin (2022)—school voucher programs can’t exclude 
religious schools

• Despite these progressive efforts, public 
schools through the early 1960’s retained a 
remnant of Christian heritage because of 
parents and local control of schools

• Prayer and Bible reading in schools was 
common, for instance.

• Then through a series of Supreme court 
decisions and Leftist activism, there has 
been a systematic removal of God from 
public schools

• In the name of “neutrality”, or not 
wanting to offend someone

• Faulty view of  the establishment clause
• Public schools are now PROHIBITED to 

promote faith in God, read the Bible, pray, 
promote Christian values, etc.
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Public Education is NOT neutral
 With God and the Bible removed, schools did not become neutral.  They merely 

replaced the Christian worldview with a secular humanist one
 Potter Stewart, Supreme Court Justice, in his dissent in Abington 1963:
 “And  a refusal to permit religious exercises thus is seen, not as the realization of 

state neutrality, but rather as the establishment of a religion of secularization.”

 No such thing as neutrality:
 “All knowledge is based on a worldview, either that of man or of God; knowledge 

is never neutral” – Erwin Lutzer, No Reason to Hide page 228
 “The idea that education is ‘unbiased’ or ‘neutral’ is a myth.  It will always be built 

upon a particular view of truth, morality, human nature…” Scott David Allen p 194

 Thus even the best public schools implicitly indoctrinate children in a secular/atheistic 
worldview:
 Subjects are taught with no reference to God—history, science, literature, etc
 Children learn that their faith is a private matter, and that God is not relevant
 Human autonomy & moral relativism is the norm—

 I get to decide what is right and wrong
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Family Policy Institute of Washington video

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=xfO1veFs6Ho

Click link below to watch the video

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=xfO1veFs6Ho
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Impact of abandoning objective truth 
Per Pew research 
(2019):
• Only 31% of 

teens believe only 
one religion is 
true

• About a third are 
“none”, no 
religion

“I feel that it is not my place, as another human, to say 
someone is wrong, or to draw lines or boundaries”
This is what our schools and culture are producing  

Why does this matter?
• A person who embraces relativism will likely be closed off to the gospel—

”that’s your truth”
• They will be open to almost any sin or lifestyle in conflict with God’s law, or 

even absurdity (e.g., that a man can be a woman)—that’s their truth
• They will reject Jesus as the only way or moral absolutes as narrow minded 

and bigoted
• A Christian that has absorbed this ideology will be reluctant to share the 

gospel, because how can I say I have the truth and they need to repent?

“In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the 
truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” “What is truth?” retorted 
Pilate.”  (John 18:37b-38a)

AA Hodge & Allan Bloom 
quotes in appendix
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Descent of American Education

 Classical—transmission of wisdom and knowledge, 
God centered
Biblical or at least Christian Worldview, Declaration 

of Independence

 Progressive—train for participation in a democracy & 
job skills, child/man centered
Secular Humanist Worldview, Relativism

 Critical pedagogy—train children to be social justice 
activists, child/man centered
Neo-Marxist worldview, destruction of the republic

“….another generation grew 
up, who knew neither the 
LORD nor what he had done 
for Israel.  Then the Israelites 
did evil in the eyes of the 
LORD and served the Baals.”  
Judges 2:10b-11

“The philosophy of the 
classroom today will be the 
philosophy of government 
tomorrow.”  attributed to 
Abraham Lincoln

See History of US Philosophy of Education in the appendix
More on Critical Pedagogy in the appendix



Specific Concerns of 
Public Education
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Introduction
There is a lot of bad stuff in our public schools today, especially more recently.  BUT:

 They do vary considerably depending on the leadership.
 That does not mean that all who work there are bad.  There are many good 

teachers and leaders in public schools (e.g., Bob Gold serves as Superintendent 
at a public school district)
 Public schools are a reflection of the cultural environment they operate in
 Public schools are subject to regulatory and legal requirements that private 

schools often are not.
 The teachers that are teaching godless ideologies (critical race theory, sexual 

immorality, gender ideology, etc) do so because they believe it is the right thing 
to do.  They are following the tenants of their worldview, and are trying to build 
what they believe is a more just world.  It’s just antithetical to a biblical 
worldview…..
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Specific Concerns
 All public schools must teach from a godless point of view—which as we covered is a form of 

indoctrination in itself
 Other Areas of Concern

 IL Comprehensive Sex Ed Law or related content
 Sexual immorality and transgender ideology

 Pornographic materials
 Transgender issues
 Critical Race theory, intersectionality, neo-Marxism
 Evolution—Not covered, this is not new
 Educational quality—not covered, varies considerably, slide in appendix
 Sexual misconduct and violence—not covered, primarily a city issue
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IL Comprehensive Sex Ed Curriculum
Senate bill 818 signed by Gov Pritzker in August 2021

First in Nation to adopt National Sex Education Standards (NSES)

Law supported by Planned Parenthood, ACLU, other left-wing groups

NSES standards established by Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States (SIECUS)
Established by Mary Calderone, Planned Parenthood Director, and Wardell Pomeroy, frequent co author with Alfred 
Kinsey
“SIECUS emerged out of the Kinsey Institute after this meeting, where they decided SIECUS should carry out the sex-
education that Kinsey envisioned,” Reisman said. “SIECUS was really Kinsey’s arm—and the Kinsey Institute’s arm—into 
the schools.”  (Dr. Judith Reisman worlds top expert on Kinsey exposed Kinsey child abuse)

Law delegates authority to SIECUS, an unaccountable group, that can change standards at any time with no check at the 
state or school level

Local districts may “opt out” if they don’t teach comprehensive sex ed, but if they do, they must follow this curriculum.
* IL Legislature recently proposed legislation that would MANDATE this curriculum to all schools—no opt out.  It failed, 
but shows where activists want to go.

Law legitimizes teaching sexual immorality and gender identity ideology, offers 
support for districts that want to teach this content (“its IL state law”).   
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NSES Endorsed by:
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IL Comprehensive Sex Ed Curriculum
 “By the end of the 2nd grade, students should be able to discuss the range of ways people express their gender 

and how gender-role stereotypes may limit behavior.” “

 By the end of the 5th grade, students should be able to distinguish between sex assigned at birth and gender 
identity and explain how they may or may not differ.” 

 “By the end of the 5th grade, students should be able to define and explain differences between cisgender, 
transgender, gender nonbinary, gender expansive, and gender identity”

 “By the end of the 5th grade, students should be able to differentiate between sexual orientation and gender 
identity”

 “By the end of 5th grade, students should be able to explain… masturbation” and describe “the potential role 
of hormone blockers on young people who identify as transgender.” 

 “By the end of the 8th grade, students should be able to define sexual identity and explain a range of identities 
related to sexual orientation (e.g., heterosexual, bisexual, lesbian, gay, queer, two-spirit, asexual, pansexual).”

 “By the end of the 8th grade, students should be able to describe the steps to using barrier methods correctly 
(e.g., external and internal condoms, dental dams).” 
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IL Comprehensive Sex Ed Curriculum
 School districts that have publicly stated they have adopted this program:

 District 211 high schools (Fremd, Palatine, Schaumberg, Conant)
 City of Chicago (since 2013), Mundelein, Evanston, Riverside, Hinsdale, Winfield, Antioch, Roselle, 

Grayslake, Vernon Hills, Lake Bluff, others

 The vast majority of schools claim they have not adopted this program, but may have adopted a curriculum 
that includes part or much of the NSES
 Candor Health Education

 Chicago Tribune says it is “aligned with SIECUS standards”.  
 Their website compares their curriculum to NSES

 May be less objectionable at lower grades
 More consistent with NSES standards in 6th -8th grade classes

 ETR Associates, publishing arm of Planned Parenthood—just as bad as IL curriculum

 Some schools still take an abstinence approach to sex ed, e.g., Abstinence and Marriage Partnership (Scott 
Phelps).    A&M in about 300 schools around the State, mostly downstate, some suburbs.
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Sexual Agenda/Pornographic Materials 
Books include graphic detail of sex acts, 
normalize sexual immorality and gender 
confusion
Teach “how to”
This Book is Gay has reference to LGBTQ 
hookup site

• Barrington School district agreed to keep 
two of these books

• Wheaton school district voted to keep 
these books

• Lanipher High School librarian shared 
TikTok video promoting Gender Queer, 
and saying book was in their library



20

Transgender Issues
 Public schools must not discriminate based on sexual orientation or gender 

identity (Human Rights Act)

 They also want to create a safe and welcoming environment for all

 So homosexuality and gender fluidity are not only accepted but affirmed

 But the consequences are huge—
 Abandonment of truth and confusion of our kids
 Enforced use of preferred pronouns and new names
 Transgender girls (biological males) allowed access to girls sports, 

bathrooms and locker rooms (District 211/Palatine voted for this in 
2019)

 Evanston-Skokie 
 PreK-3 lessons on gender identity, pronouns, attack on 

Western/Christian ideological framework
 “Your identity is for you to decide!”

 Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) transgender girl (biological male) 
raped a girl, then transferred him to another school where he sexually 
assaulted another girl

 Administrators lied to parents and hid the evidence
 Board and admin more concerned about cultural agenda then safety 

of students

“The presence of transgenderism in education 
effectively estranges children from the norms and 
values of their community.  It challenges their own 
and their community’s understanding of what is 
normal and abnormal.  This morally disarms them 
and leads to them feeling confused… For 
transgenderism that is not a problem.  Rather, it is 
an opportunity for the indoctrination of young 
minds, a chance to tell children that gender is a 
choice, and that there is no biological justification 
for sex-based identities.”  
Frank Furedi, The Trans Assault on Freedom
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Schools May Keep Gender Identity of their Children from Parents
 Numerous examples from across the country have been reported

 West suburban Chicago example

 “If your parents are not accepting of your identity, I’m your mom 
now.”—WI teacher

 Teacher fired for disclosing to parents—MA district

 School may develop a transgender “support plan”.
 Guidance to teachers on name, pronouns, etc
 Access to opposite sex bathrooms, locker rooms, school 

sports
 Encouragement to join LGBTQ club
 Without parent consent

 Why is this happening?
 Need to create a “safe and welcoming place”
 “Teachers feel bound by their own morality to affirm 

student’s gender identity”—NYT 
 Pressure from Biden Administration and State of IL Pritzker 

Admin

North suburban Chicago teacher—promoted by AFT 
Nationally
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Critical Race Theory/Intersectionality
 Critical Race Theory is a neo-Marxist ideology that divides people into competing 

identity groups of oppressors and oppressed, and defines social justice as 
equality of outcomes.  It is antithetical to a Christian/Biblical worldview and a free 
society (Why Social Justice is not Biblical Justice is a great resource)

 Public Schools have often claimed that they are not teaching it, but numerous 
reports from across the country, testimonies, review of curriculum, teachers 
caught on tape, etc. show that the concepts of CRT often are being taught.  See 
Manhattan study, next slide

 IL State Board of Education in 2021 revised teaching standards to incorporate 
“Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading Standards”--CRT 
 All teacher training programs must incorporate CRT into their coursework by 

2025, new programs immediately.
 “Systems of Oppression—Culturally responsive teachers and leaders 

understand there are systems in our society …. that create and reinforce 
inequities, thereby creating oppressive conditions.” (quote from standards, 
p2)

 Teachers Unions and many Teachers Colleges are steeped and invested in CRT so 
we can expect more and more teachers to come trained in CRT (more on this 
later)

“This hugely influential 
ideology (social justice, of 
which CRT is a big driver) is 
deadly serious.  It is 
nothing less than a kind of 
cultural acid, eating away 
at the central pillars of a 
free, just and open society.  
We dismiss it at our peril.”
Why Social Justice is not 
Biblical Justice, p44
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Manhattan Institute Survey on CRT
 Manhattan Institute 2022 survey of 1505 18-

20 year olds

 Majorities of recent high school graduates 
reported that they were taught CRT concepts 
or heard them from adults at school

 93% reported being taught / heard at least 
one concept

 It also is impacting their attitudes



Outside forces 
influencing schools
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Schools of Education
Columbia Teachers College, the most prestigious teacher-prep program in the USA 
with 90,000 alumni, has a huge influence on the nation’s teacher colleges and what is 
taught in K-12 schools

Progressive education began here with John Dewey 1905-1930
Frankfurt School—source of Critical Theory—located to Columbia in 1935
Current course catalog draws heavily from Critical Pedagogy (see appendix), 
“liberation”, “critical-race lens”, “anti-racist curriculum”, etc

Radical left-wing ideology is also common at other leader teachers schools:
Critical pedagogy part of Harvard, UC Berkley, U of Michigan, UNC Chapel Hill, UW-
Madison, U of North Texas & others, based on review of curriculum/syllabi
Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty reviewed the required coursework for 14 
teacher education programs in WI, producing 80% of teaching graduates in WI:

“What they found was shocking.  Worldview building and ideological 
manipulation take precedence over teacher preparation”  - WSJ 8/19/2022

Study of top ranked schools of education—48% of faculty indicated diversity/race as 
research interest, 25% of faculty list it as their primary area of study—National Review 
April 8, 2021

Teachers coming out of these programs bring social justice ideology with them to K-12  
schools

“Columbia and 
universities like it 
are acting like a 
superspreader 
event of critical 
pedagogy and 
other radical 
ideas.”

Daniel Buck
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Teachers Unions
Both the National Education Association (NEA) and the 
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) have embraced radical 
left wing, “social justice” ideologies—Critical Race Theory, 
gender ideology, LGBTQ agenda, and other progressive causes

 Believe indoctrination in “social justice” necessary to build a 
better society, and see schools as means for cultural 
transformation

 AFT put aside $2.5M to defend any member who gets in 
trouble for teaching CRT  

 Vigorous opponents of school choice and curriculum 
transparency bills

 AFT and NEA fought to keep schools closed during pandemic

 Support Black Lives Matter, Zinn Education Project

 Condemn & oppose anti grooming, anti CRT legislation, and 
legislation to protect girl’s sports

 Union locals fund campaigns of board members favorable to 
them to entrench their power on local school boards

Randi Weingarten, 
President of AFT

Becky Pringle, 
President of NEA

More info in 
appendix
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Federal Government
 Creation of Dept of Education in 1979 and growth since then
 Creation of common core, ultimate goal is Federal control of 

curriculum
 Interpretation of “sex” in Title IX to include sexual orientation and 

gender identity by Obama and Biden Administrations, and 
threaten school districts with loss of funding for SNAP school 
lunches.
 Biden Admin issued executive order on 6/15/22 that directs the 

Dept of Ed to “establish a new Working Group on LGBTQI+ 
Students and Families to advance policies for states, school 
districts, and other educational institutions to promote safe an 
inclusive learning environments”
 Back to School message from Biden admin leaders to trans 

students: file a complaint with Federal Education Dept Office of 
Civil Rights if they face harassment or discrimination at school, 
August 17, 2021.
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State Government
 “The Affirming and Inclusive Schools Task Force is established in the 

Office of the Governor to identify strategies and best practices for 
ensuring welcoming, safe, supportive, and inclusive school 
environments for transgender, nonbinary and gender nonconforming 
students” (2019)
 Pritzker and his transgender cousin have invested millions of dollars of 

their vast family fortune to promote transgender causes. 
 IL Human Rights Act prohibits discrimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender related identity.  IL Dept of Human Rights has 
issued non-regulatory guidance to schools that gender non-
conforming students are to have access to the restrooms and locker 
rooms of their identity, be able to participate in sports of their 
identity, among other standards.
 “Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading Standards”, passed in 

2021, requires all IL teacher training programs teach critical race 
theory/intersectionality—covered earlier
 IL Comprehensive Sex Ed Curriculum—covered earlier



Conclusion
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Conclusion
 The culture around us has become increasingly hostile to God 
and the gospel, and public schools are part of that

 Over the last 100 years, God and related objective truth and 
morality has been systematically removed from public schools 
to devasting impact on our youth and culture

 More recently, godless ideologies like queer theory, gender 
ideology and critical race theory has impacted many public 
schools to one degree or another.  These ideologies are 
antithetical to a biblical worldview.

 Although public schools vary considerably, all MUST teach 
without reference to God or the Bible, and will indoctrinate 
children in secular humanism at best, social justice ideology at 
worst.

 “If we continue to send our children to Caesar, 
we need to stop being surprised that they come 
home as Romans”, Voddie Bacham, Jr.
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Encouragement
 “The point is, we are culturally surrounded.  The 

classroom, literature, movies, music, television 
and social media are all full-blown avenues of 
attack for the Left.  How do parents fight back?  
Well, one hour on Sunday morning and 
Wednesday night at church is not enough; not 
even close”   Battle for the American Mind, p12

We are surrounded and 
outnumbered, but remember:
 David & Goliath

 “Thus says the LORD to you, ‘Do not be afraid and 
do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the 
battle is not yours but God’s.” 2 Chron 20:15
 “I have told you these things, so that in Me you 

may have peace.  In this world you will have 
trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world.” --Jesus, John 16:33

“You are outnumbered Aragorn, you need more men.”

“He [Elisha] said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are 
with us are more than those who are with them.” (2 
Kings 6:16)
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Reminder of Biblical Principals
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6
“The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher.”  
Luke 6:40

Children will generally adopt the beliefs and values of what they are taught.  What are they 
being taught?

”And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you arise.”  Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Parents are charged with teaching their children about God and His word continually, and should 
be integrated into life (not something we do once or twice a week)

Kids have about 15,000 hours of seat time at school K-12.  What world view is being instilled?   
How could you use that time to instill a Biblical worldview and train them to love God?
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Next Classes
Next three classes will focus on the advantages and disadvantages of three education options:

 2/19 Christian schools:  Randy Cobler, Elder Chairman & Calvin Lindstrom, Pastor & Administrator of 
Christian Liberty Academy

 2/26 Public schools: Ron Velleuer, Elder & Bob Gold, Superintendent Big Hollow District 38

 3/5 Homeschooling:  Rod Elliott, Associate Senior Pastor & Jennifer Burns, Director VCB Homeschool 
Minstries

Each class will include information on that school option, and VCB parents who will participate on a 
panel to share their experiences with that option
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Final Thoughts
“Education is not a subject and does not deal in 
subjects.  It is instead a transfer of a way of life.”  
G.K. Chesterton

“You cannot separate education and 
discipleship.  Whoever is educating our children 
is disciplining our children”
Voddie Baucham, Jr.

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen 
and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10



Appendix
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Comparison of Competing Worldviews

“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” 
Colossians 2:8

 Man Centered God Centered 
View of God Atheism or God is not relevant Theism 
View of Man Evolutionary, socially 

constructed, identity groups 
Special Creation, Image of God 

View of Truth Truth is subjective, my truth Truth is absolute 
View of Knowledge Naturalistic General & Special Revelation 
 
View of Ethics 

Moral relativism, ethics are 
cultural and personal, what I 
feel/believe 

Absolute and universal 

Purpose of education My fulfillment, job skills, social 
activism 

Wisdom, character, and to 
know and love God 

Highest value Autonomy of man Glorification of God 
 



37

Impact of removal of God from Public Schools
“So when the Bible and prayer were tossed out of public schools, they did not 
throw out religion.  They simply replaced the Christian worldview with an atheistic 
one. As a result, practically everything a child learns in school about science and 
history has nothing to do with God.  Everything is explained without any reference 
to our Creator.  On the other hand, while kids are in school they are taught and 
expected to tolerate all beliefs, points of view, and different behavioral preferences.  
A sign at one college epitomizes this expected tolerance:  ‘It is OK for you to think 
you are right.  It is NOT OK for you to think someone else is wrong.’  It should come 
as no surprise, then, that over 70 percent of young adults under the age of 25 think 
all beliefs are equally valid.”
(Got Questions.org, “How can we prevent our young people from losing faith?”)
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Allan Bloom, “The Closing of the American Mind” 1987
 “There is one thing a professor can be absolutely certain of:  almost every student 

entering the university believes, or says she believes, that truth is relative.  If this 
belief is put to the test, one can count on the students’ reaction:  they will be 
uncomprehending.  That anyone should regard the proposition as not self-evident 
astonishes them, as though he were calling into question 2 + 2 = 4.  These are things 
you don’t think about.” 
 “They have all been equipped with this framework early on, and it is the modern 

replacement for the inalienable natural rights that used to be the traditional 
American grounds for a free society.”
 “The danger they have been taught to fear from absolutism is not error but 

intolerance.  Relativism is necessary to openness; and this the virtue, the only virtue, 
which all primary education for more than fifty years has dedicated itself to 
inculcating.”
 “The students, of course, cannot defend their opinion.  It is something with which 

they have been indoctrinated.”



39

A Prescient Warning
“I am as sure as I am of Christ’s reign 
that a comprehensive and centralized 
system of national education, 
separated from religion, as is now 
commonly proposed, will prove the 
most appalling enginery for the 
propagation of anti-Christian and 
atheistic unbelief, and of anti-social 
nihilistic ethics, individual, social and 
political, which this sin-rent world has 
never seen.”

A. A. Hodge (1823-1886) Christian missionary, Pastor, and 
Princeton Seminary leader
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History of US Philosophy of Education

Note:  This chart is drawn heavily from the writings of Daniel Buck, but also from review 
of summary biographies of Mann, Dewey, and Freire

Time Frame Chief Proponent Chief goal
God or man 

centered
Purpose of 
Education

What is taught How Taught

Classical Through 1830's The Church Salvation God centered To know and love 
God, transmission 
of knowledge and 
wisdom

The Bible, 
accumulated 
wisdom & learning, 
grammar and 
rhetoric

Teacher guiding 
students through 
the best ideas and 
thought

Early Progressive 1840's to 1910's Horace Mann Establish public 
schools, 
universal 

enrollment and 
literacy

Non-sectarian 
Christian

Transmission of 
knowledge and 
wisdom

The Bible, 
accumulated 
wisdom and 
learning

Teacher guiding 
students through 
the best ideas and 
thought

Progressive 1920's to today John Dewey Dismantle 
classical 

education, 
replace with  
progressive

Man centered, 
naturalistic

Student 
fulfillment, job 
skills

Subjects--reading, 
writing, arithmetic

Pragmatism--what 
works, child 
centered

Critical Today to ? Paulo Freire Teach critical 
pedagogy

Man centered, 
post modern

Social justice 
activism

Political, social 
justice, CRT

Pragmatism--what 
works, child 
centered
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Descent of Education in America
 “This brought a change in both the how and the what of education. The 

progressives dismantled classical education, a teacher directly guiding 
students through the best that has been thought and said, to have students 
doing only what is practical.”

 “Unfortunately, without a clear what — preparing students for the 
economy is a telos as thin as broth — there was something of a 
philosophical vacuum that critical theorists were happy to fill.”

 “Where classical education seeks to actively mold the child through the 
civilizing influence of tradition, progressive education leaves them alone to 
flourish free from constraint. Critical education goes further and 
encourages students to foist their own will upon society itself.”

 “Speaking metaphorically, classical education would take students out into 
the backyard to show them the skies, progressive education would keep 
them inside to pursue their own interests, and critical education 
encourages them to burn down the house and trench the garden.”  

Daniel Buck, “What’s Wrong with our Schools?”

Classical—transmission of 
wisdom and knowledge, 
God centered

Progressive—Pragmatic, 
man centered, train on job 
skills

Critical pedagogy—
Pragmatic, man centered, 
train children to be social 
justice activists

Teachers unions 
and many colleges 
are big on this now
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Introduction
From the standpoint of the woke teacher, principal or school board 
member:
 The goal of public schools is to create an environment where everyone 

feels welcome, safe and affirmed, especially those from marginalized 
groups (blacks, LGBTQ, transgender, etc)
 Systems of power and oppression need to be dismantled in order to 

build a more just society, so we need to teach Critical Race Theory
 Human sexuality is a good thing and can be expressed in a myriad of 

ways.  We should welcome and promote this diversity of sexual 
expression, and not judge it or treat heterosexuality as “normal”.
 Similarly, gender is expressed in a myriad of ways, and so we need to 

affirm each person’s gender identity, use their preferred name and 
pronouns, and let them use the bathrooms & locker rooms of their 
identified gender.

“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.”  (Judges 21:25)

We should not be 
surprised that those who 
come from a man-
centered world view will 
hold godless views and 
beliefs.  If there is no God 
or objective morals, then 
how can anyone say that 
what I believe or do is 
wrong?

Human autonomy  
vs. 
God 
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From SEICUS website:

SIECUS: Sex Ed for Social Change has served as one of the national voices for sex education for 55 years, asserting 
that sexuality is a fundamental part of being human, one worthy of dignity and respect. SIECUS works to create a 
world that ensures social justice is inclusive of sexual and reproductive rights. Through policy, advocacy, education, 
and strategic communications efforts, SIECUS advances sex education as a vehicle for social change—working 
toward a world where all people can access and enjoy their own sexual and reproductive freedom.

Our focus is on advancing comprehensive sex education as a means of building a foundation for a long-term culture 
shift that will positively impact all levels of society, particularly issues of sexuality, sexual and reproductive health, 
gender equity, consent, personal safety, and autonomy. SIECUS applies an intersectional lens to ensure people’s real 
lived experiences inform our policy, education, and strategic communications work. SIECUS commits to working to 
dismantle the systems of power and oppression which perpetuate disparate sexual and reproductive health 
outcomes and incubate stigma and shame around sex and sexuality across the intersections of age, race, size, 
gender, gender identity and expression, class, sexual orientation, and ability.
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Critical Pedagogy
 Paulo Freire, leading advocate of Critical Pedagogy, envisioned schools not as places of 

academic instruction, but of societal change.   His book “Pedagogy of the Oppressed” is 
considered a “seminal work” by many teacher prep programs (WSJ August 19, 2022)

 “Paulo Freire contributed a philosophy of education which blended classical approaches 
stemming from Plato and modern Marxist, post-Marxist, and anti-colonialist thinkers.”

 “In Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Freire, reprising the oppressors–oppressed distinction, 
applies the distinction to education, championing that education should allow the 
oppressed to regain their sense of humanity, in turn overcoming their condition. 
Nevertheless, he acknowledges that for this to occur, the oppressed individual must play 
a role in their liberation.”

 “There is no such thing as a neutral education process. Education either functions as an 
instrument which is used to facilitate the integration of generations into the logic of the 
present system and bring about conformity to it, or it becomes the "practice of freedom", 
the means by which men and women deal critically with reality and discover how to 
participate in the transformation of their world.”

 — Jane Thompson, drawing on Paulo Freire

 Since the publication of the English-language edition in 1970, Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed has had a large impact in education and pedagogy worldwide,[57] especially as 
a defining work of critical pedagogy. According to Israeli writer and education 
reform theorist Sol Stern, it has "achieved near-iconic status in America's teacher-training 
programs"

All quotes from Wikipedia on Paulo Freire except for WSJ quote

“Critical pedagogy 
wasn’t a class or 
element of my 
teacher training; it 
was the foundation” 

Daniel Buck, 2015 
masters of 
education graduate 
from UW-Madison

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marxist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-Marxist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-colonialist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oppressors%E2%80%93oppressed_distinction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedagogy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulo_Freire#cite_note-FOOTNOTEAitkenShaw2018McKenna2013Salas2018-58
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_pedagogy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_reform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol_Stern
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NEA & AFT details
 NEA

 “We are working tirelessly to dismantle systems of oppression that prevent children from 
accessing a great public education because of their race, gender, sexual orientation, culture 
or nationality.” (NEA Website)
 Supports Black Lives Matter
 Supports teaching CRT—New Business Item 39,referenced by Christopher Rufo in 7/3/21 

tweet, numerous other references
 Supports Zinn Education Project (p41 Battle for the American Mind, WSJ article)

 AFT
 Resolutions from their website:

 Anti-racism and culturally responsive curriculum as a school priority
 Defeat Anti-LGBTQIA+ and Anti-Transgender Bills
 Condemn State bills and laws banning transgender youth from participating in sports
 Reproductive rights

 Randi Weingarten publicly said AFT would defend teachers who teach CRT with $2.5M
 Invited Ibram X. Kendi (How to be an Anti Racist) to its 2021 National Conference
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Most public schools use Newsela, a resource to teachers to help them bring current events articles into the classroom.  But 
they only pull from progressive or left-wing media.  Worst sources below:

Newsela
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Education Quality
In 2019, 36% of all third grade students could read at grade level

This was pre COVID, results are worse since then
27% for Hispanics, 22% for Blacks
These are averages—some districts much higher, some much lower

“2/3rds of eighth graders are not proficient in any core subject”—Mick Zais US Deputy Secretary of 
Education, quoting National Assessment of Education Progress, 9/30/2019

Child who can’t read in third grade can’t do word problems in fourth or science experiments in fifth

Yet typically 97% or more of teachers are rated “excellent” or “proficient”

Union environment discourages high quality teachers, and retains poor ones

Public schools are increasingly more focused on “equity”, “social justice”,  and “social emotional 
learning” rather than fundamentals of reading, writing, and arithmetic.

Zinn education project
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